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OUR VISION 
A health-informed end to homelessness in Australia. 
 
 
OUR MISSION 

1.​ To promote collaboration amongst the healthcare, 
homeless and housing sectors to drive innovative 
responses to the health and housing needs of the 
homeless. 

2.​ To ensure the health-informed implementation of the 
Advance to Zero Campaign to end all homelessness in 
Australia starting with rough sleeping.  

3.​ To provide a national forum for the sharing of experiences 
and the development of new tools, guidelines, models of 
care and other resources to support practitioners in the 
health, housing and homelessness sectors. 

4.​ To support and develop strategic national initiatives to 
address the health and housing needs of people 
experiencing homelessness in Australia. 

5.​ To advocate, with local and national partners, for greater 
funding and a greater role for health care systems in 
contributing to an end to homelessness in Australia. 
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OUR WORK 

1.​ Establish the Network’s governance, administrative and 
membership structures. 

2.​ Get key players/influencers in the health sector on board. 
3.​ Increased investment from the NHMRC, AHURI, 

Philanthropy and elsewhere in this work.  
4.​ Developing policy papers to inform and support advocacy 

for more joined-up policy making and investment.  
5.​ Raising awareness of, better counting and supporting 

efforts to prevent the number of people dying whilst 
experiencing homelessness each year.   

6.​ Supporting people in the 3H sector generally with 
upskilling, and encouraging their engagement in the 
Advance to Zero Campaign to end homelessness. 

 
OUR EVENTS 

1.​ Quarterly online meetings. 
2.​ Workshop at the biennial Advance to Zero Summit. 
3.​ Occasional policy/advocacy forums on particular topics. 
4.​ Annual National Homelessness Deaths Memorial.  
5.​ Training. 

 
RATIONALE 
The A3HN has developed its policy asks because:  

●​ Each year we estimate that approximately 424 people die whilst 
experiencing homelessness.   

●​ People who experience chronic homelessness can die up to 30 
years younger than those who are sustainably housed. There is a 
clear moral case.  

●​ We also know that it is more expensive to leave people in a state 
of chronic homelessness, to the health system, housing, 
homelessness and other systems, than to provide permanent 
supportive housing. There is a clear business case  

●​ Despite having a universal health system, not all Australians enjoy 
health equity. Access to healthcare for people experiencing 
homelessness is a big issue.  

●​ As a result, additional pressure is put onto our hospital systems 
which are already incredibly stretched for a range of reasons.  

●​ Hospital avoidance is everyone's priority, and yet it is the focus of 
too few.  

 
FURTHER INFORMATION  
AAEH - Leaving No-one Behind – A National Policy for Health Equity, 
Housing and Homelessness, available here. 
 
May 2021 National Health, Housing and Homelessness COVID-19 Update 
Forum slides.  
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https://aaeh.org.au/assets/docs/20200120-POLICY-PROPOSAL_Leaving-no-one-Behind.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gt651ktt6uyxrbl/210423%20-%20Health%20Forum%20Slides.pdf?dl=0


 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

●​ NSW No exits from government services into homelessness 
Framework - document 

●​ ANZ Journal of Public Health, Homelessness Mortality - article  
●​ Adelaide Zero Project, Health, Housing and Homelessness Papers - 

website 
●​ VicHealth - Housing and Health Research Summary - website 
●​ Podcast Series - website 
●​ Medical Journal of Australia - Homeless health care: meeting the 

challenges of providing primary care - article 
●​ AIHW - Health of people experiencing Homelessness - website 
●​ Mind, Mental Health Australia and AHURI - Trajectories: The 

interplay between mental health and housing pathways - report 
●​ Canadian Alliance to End Homelessness - The Canadian Network 

for the Health and Housing of People Experiencing Homelessness -  
website 

●​ US - National Health Care for the Homeless Council - website 
●​ US- Street Medicine Institute - website 
●​ The Faculty For Homeless and Inclusion Health - website 
●​ Productivity Commission - Innovations in Care for Chronic Health 

Conditions - report 
●​ NSW Intersectoral Homelessness Health Strategy - report 
●​ The Sick Season - Cold Weather and Mortality in South Australia - 

Report 
●​ National Health Care for the Homeless Council - Homeless 

Mortality Data Toolkit - Toolkit 
●​ Long-term effects of homelessness on mortality: a 15-year 

Australian cohort study - Report 
●​ Housing, Homelessness and Mental Health Training Resoruce - 

website 
●​ Women sleeping rough: The health, social and economic costs of 

homelessness - article 
●​ Centre for Homelessness Impact and National Institute for Health 

and Care Excellence (UK) - Integrating health and social care for 
people experiencing homelessness: A step-by-step resource for 
implementing the joint guideline - document 

 
ABOUT THE AAEH 
The Australian Alliance to End Homelessness (AAEH) is an independent 
champion for preventing and ending street homelessness in Australia 
since 2013. We recognise that the scale of homelessness in Australia is 
both preventable and solvable and we are committed to working to 
ensure that any incidents of homelessness that do occur are rare, brief 
and a one-time occurrence. The AAEH supports Australian communities to 
individually and collectively end homelessness, including through a range 
of Allied Networks such as the A3HN. 
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https://www.facs.nsw.gov.au/about/reforms/homelessness/prevention-and-early-intervention/no-exits-from-government-services-into-homelessness-a-framework-for-multi-agency-action
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1753-6405.13038
https://dunstan.org.au/health-housing-homelessness-papers-article/
https://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au/-/media/ResourceCentre/PublicationsandResources/Health-Inequalities/Housing_and-_Health_Research-Summary_web.pdf?la=en&hash=42ABE51F99703B698663E4368306FA4B34652DA8
https://frontlinehealthhomelessness.transistor.fm/episodes
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2018/209/5/homeless-health-care-meeting-challenges-providing-primary-care
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/health-of-people-experiencing-homelessness
https://www.mindaustralia.org.au/about-mind/research-and-evaluation/trajectories-interplay-between-mental-health-and-housing-pathways
http://cnh3.ca/
https://nhchc.org/
https://www.streetmedicine.org/
http://www.pathway.org.uk/faculty/
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-03/apo-nid311536.pdf
https://www.cesphn.org.au/preview/population-health/homelessness/3933-intersectoral-homelessness-health-strategy-2020-2025/file
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yGqX32K4yluECQuMv-rzyBxdrjEnjr1w/view?usp=sharing
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Homeless-Mortality-Toolkit-FULL-FINAL.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1753-6405.13038
https://www.tspforall.com.au/training/housing/#/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hsc.13811?mc_cid=795b6c325c&mc_eid=89c612cfe7#.Yn3ezdXin2M.twitter
https://assets-global.website-files.com/59f07e67422cdf0001904c14/63d251ef62a297db26f9f601_CHI-NICE-guidelines-resource.pdf


 
GET INVOLVED - CONTACT US 
If you would like to get involved with the A3HN, please get in contact. We 
are also seeking organisational partners to support the this network. If 
you are interested in partnering, please contact:  
 
David Pearson 
CEO, AAEH 
E: David.Pearson@aaeh.org.au 
M: 0437 310 239 
W: www.aaeh.org.au 
 
Or the Co-Chairs of the network:  
 
Nicole Bartholomeusz,  
CEO, cohealth  
E: Nicole.Bartholomeusz@cohealth.org.au 
W: www.cohealth.org.au 
 
Lisa McKenzie 
Regional Director Asia Pacific, Institute of Healthcare Improvement 
E: lmckenzie@IHI.org 
W: www.ihi.org/ 
​
Have more questions? 
Should you have any further questions, please email us at 
info@aaeh.org.au 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the A3HN’s presenting partner cohealth, without whose support the A3HN 
would not exist.  
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