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Schools of Thought 
 

Activist  
One who campaigns for social, 
political, economic, or 
environmental change; action 
taken is often in support of or 
opposition to one side of a 
controversial issue 
 
 
 
 
 

Adventurist  
One who participates in risky or 
exciting excursions with limited 
regard to traditional or accepted 
procedures 

Conservationist  
One who supports the planned 
management or use of natural 
resources to prevent exploitation, 
destruction, or neglect 

Ecologist  
One who studies the branch of 
science concerned with the 
interrelationships between 
organisms and their environments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environmentalist 
One who advocates the 
preservation, restoration, or 
improvement of the natural 
environment 

Humanist 
One who is concerned with the 
interests and welfare of human 
beings; actions taken often uphold 
reason, ethics, and justice 

Preservationist 
One who believes nature should 
be preserved (not used) rather 
than regarded as a resource 
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