
📖 Sermon Notes: “Commitment in the Face 
of the Cross” 
Text: Luke 22:39–71 

 

🔑 Main Theme 

True commitment to God is revealed in moments of pressure, temptation, and testing. 

 

I. The Reality of Spiritual Attack (vv. 31–39 context) 
●​ Satan desires to “sift” believers 

o​ Goal: destroy your testimony and effectiveness 
●​ The enemy is not trying to inconvenience you 

o​ He wants to ruin you 
●​ Only God’s grace restrains him 

🔍 Application 

●​ Do you want more than just “getting into heaven”? 
●​ A shallow mindset: 

“I’m saved—that’s enough” 

●​ A biblical mindset: 

“I want to live a life that honors Christ and earns eternal reward” 

 

II. Jesus’ Example of Prayer & Dependence (vv. 39–41) 
●​ Jesus goes to the Mount of Olives (Gethsemane) 

o​ A customary place of prayer 
●​ If Jesus needed prayer…​
👉 How much more do we? 

Key Command 



“Pray that ye enter not into temptation” 

🔍 Application 

●​ Prayer is not optional—it is spiritual survival 
●​ Many fall not because they are weak…​

→ but because they are prayerless 

 

III. The Agony of Surrender (vv. 42–44) 

Jesus’ Prayer: 

“Not my will, but thine be done” 

Key Truths: 

●​ Jesus counted the cost 
●​ He felt the weight of suffering 
●​ He still submitted fully 

💥 Core Principle: 

Commitment is proven when your will conflicts with God’s will 

 

🔑 The Missing Ingredient: Commitment 

Without commitment: 

●​ ❌ No availability 
●​ ❌ No soul-winning 
●​ ❌ No obedience 
●​ ❌ No spiritual growth 

With commitment: 

●​ ✔ You are usable 
●​ ✔ You are faithful 
●​ ✔ You are steady regardless of circumstances 

 



🔍 Application Questions 

●​ Can God count on you? 
●​ Is your commitment: 

o​ Conditional? 
o​ Or lifelong? 

 

IV. Intensity of the Spiritual Battle (v. 44) 
●​ Jesus experienced: 

o​ Agony 
o​ Extreme stress 
o​ Sweat “like drops of blood” 

Key Insight: 

●​ Pressure didn’t stop Him…​
👉 It drove Him to pray more earnestly 

 

🔍 Application 

●​ What do you do under pressure? 
o​ Quit? 
o​ Complain? 
o​ Or pray more? 

 

V. The Disciples vs. Jesus (vv. 45–46) 

Jesus Disciples 
Agony Sorrow 
Prayed more Fell asleep 

Lesson: 

Sorrow without prayer leads to weakness​
Pressure with prayer produces strength 

 



VI. Betrayal and Hypocrisy (vv. 47–48) 
●​ Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss 

Powerful Truth: 

You can be close to Jesus externally and still be far from Him internally 

🔍 Application 

●​ Religious appearance ≠ true relationship 
●​ Examine your heart: 

o​ Are you following Christ… 
o​ Or just around Him? 

 

VII. Fighting the Wrong Way (vv. 49–51) 
●​ Peter uses a sword 
●​ Jesus rebukes him 

Key Principle: 

Spiritual battles cannot be won with physical methods 

●​ The Kingdom of God is not advanced by: 
o​ Force 
o​ Fear 

●​ But by: 
o​ Truth 
o​ Love 
o​ The Gospel 

 

VIII. The Power of Darkness (v. 53) 
“This is your hour, and the power of darkness” 

Important Clarification: 

●​ Darkness is not winning 
●​ God is allowing it temporarily 



🔑 Truth: 

God is always in control—even when evil seems active 

 

IX. Peter’s Denial (vv. 54–62) 
●​ Peter: 

o​ Followed “afar off” 
o​ Blended in 
o​ Denied Christ 3 times 

Root Cause: 

●​ Fear of consequences 

 

🔍 Application 

●​ Do we deny Christ by: 
o​ Silence? 
o​ Compromise? 
o​ Blending in? 

 

Turning Point: 

Peter “wept bitterly” 

●​ True repentance involves: 
o​ Conviction 
o​ Brokenness 
o​ Sorrow over sin 

 

X. The Mocking of Christ (vv. 63–65) 
●​ Jesus is: 

o​ Mocked 
o​ Beaten 



o​ Blindfolded 

Why did He endure it? 

Because He loves us 

●​ Sin is not small 
●​ It required: 

o​ Suffering 
o​ Sacrifice 
o​ The cross 

 

XI. The Rejection of Truth (vv. 66–71) 
●​ Religious leaders ask: 

o​ “Are you the Christ?” 
●​ Jesus answers truthfully 
●​ They reject Him anyway 

Key Truth: 

People don’t reject Christ because of lack of evidence​
They reject Him because of their heart 

 

XII. Final Application: Our Response 

1. Commitment 

●​ Will you fully surrender to God’s will? 

2. Prayer 

●​ Will you depend on God daily? 

3. Boldness 

●​ Will you stand for Christ openly? 

4. Gospel Urgency 



●​ The world is lost 
●​ We must share the Gospel 

 

📣 Practical Church Application (from sermon emphasis) 

●​ Easter is an opportunity: 
o​ People are more open 

●​ Don’t let materials sit unused 
●​ Give: 

o​ Time 
o​ Effort 
o​ Participation 

“Jesus gave everything—can we give an hour?” 

 

🧠 Closing Thought 

If you truly see Christ’s heart…​
It will transform your life 

 

🙏 Closing Prayer Focus 

●​ Commitment that lasts 
●​ Strength in temptation 
●​ Burden for the lost 
●​ Readiness for Christ’s return 

 


