
A Letter of Support from Rabbi Lau, shlita 

I understand that you are publishing an additional volume of the Encyclopedia Talmudit that will contain 

a collection of all the encyclopedia entries relating to warfare and Jewish law. 

This is an especially appropriate publication in these difficult days, when the nation of Israel finds itself in 

an existential battle and is praying to the Creator to offer protection to His nation, the soldiers of Israel 

and those kidnapped and missing. 

We live in fateful times. These are days when we face great danger; we are surrounded by enemies from 

within and from without. A ray of light can be found amongst the people of Israel, in their unyielding 

spirit and self-sacrifice. Many are putting their lives on the line in this fight against evil. This is not simply 

another war in Israel’s history, it is a war defending the nobility of human existence. Every individual in 

our nation is imbued with holy fire for a noble purpose, and we see a high degree of devotion, 

dedication and love of Israel. 

The Sages of the Talmud have already interpreted the verse: For the Lord your God is He that goes with 

you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you (Devarim 20:4) as “they come to war championed 

by flesh and blood, and you are coming championed by the Omnipresent” (Sotah 42a). He who fights 

against the people of Israel has raised his hand not only against Israel but against God Himself. The 

existence of the people of Israel is guaranteed, but the correct way to proceed in battle is only according 

to the Torah of Israel. 

This volume, which covers all matters of warfare, illustrates the greatness of the Torah of Israel that 

paves the way to fight according to Jewish law. In particular, I would like to note the appendix written by 

the great scholar Rabbi Shlomo Yosef Zevin of blessed memory, whose writings are all a work of art. 

Every rabbi and judge in Israel will find this book to be of great benefit when determining halakha in 

questions that arise on these topics. 

May it be God’s will that we will soon be redeemed and that Israel will dwell securely in its land. 

With heartfelt Torah blessings,  

David Lau 

Chief Rabbi of Israel 

President of the Council of the Chief Rabbinate  

 



 


