An Excerpt from the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions of Alcoholics Anonymous

But today, in well-matured A.A.s, these distorted drives have been restored to something like
their true purpose and directionWe no longer strive to dominate or rule those about us in order
to gain self-importance. We no longer seek fame and honor in order to be praised. When by
devoted service to family, friends, business, or community we attract widespread affection and
are sometimes singled out for posts of greater responsibility and trust, we try to be humbly
grateful and exert ourselves the more in a spirit of love and service. True leadership, we fi nd,
depends upon able example and not upon vain displays of power or glory. Still more wonderful
is the feeling that we do not have to be specially distinguished among our fellows in order to be
useful and profoundly happy. Not many of us can be leaders of prominence, nor do we wish to
be. Service, gladly rendered, obligations squarely met, troubles well accepted or solved with
Gods help, the knowledge that at home or in the world outside we are partners in a common
effort, the well-understood fact that in Gods sight all human beings are important, the proof that
love freely given surely brings a full return, the certainty that we are no longer isolated and alone
in self-constructed prisons, the surety that we need no longer be square pegs in round holes but
can fi t and belong in Gods scheme of things—these are the permanent and legitimate
satisfactions of right living for which no amount of pomp and circumstance, no heap of material
possessions, could possibly be substitutes. True ambition is not what we thought it was. True
ambition is the deep desire to live usefully and walk humbly under the grace of God. These little
studies of A.A.s Twelve Steps now come to a close. We have been considering so many
problems that it may appear that A.A. consists mainly of racking dilemmas and troubleshooting.
To a certain extent, that is true. We have been talking about problems because we are problem
people who have found a way up and out, and who wish to share our knowledge of that way
with all who can use it, for it is only by accepting and solving our problems that we can begin to
get right with ourselves and with the world about us, and with Him who presides over us all.
Understanding is the key to right principles and attitudes, and right action is the key to good
living; therefore, the joy of good living is the theme of A.A.'s Twelfth Step. With each passing
day of our lives, may every one of us sense more deeply the inner meaning of A.A.s simple
prayer:

God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change
Courage to change the things we can

And wisdom to know the difference.
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