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GRAPHICAL ABSTRACT 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Guide: (1) broad context and importance; (2) current evidence with key citations; (3) the 

gap/problem; (4) study aim and, briefly, the main contribution. Cambria 10 pt, 1.15 spacing 

 

METHODS 
Provide enough detail for replication. Use the sub-sections below (rename/remove as appropriate).  

(Cambria font size 10 pt with 1.15 spacing).  
Study design 

[Design and rationale.] 
 
Setting and period 

[Location type (masked if it reveals identity) and study period.] 
 
Population and sampling 

[Inclusion/exclusion criteria, sampling method, sample-size justification.] 
 
Variables and instruments 

[Definitions of exposures/outcomes; instruments/software with source and version.] 
 
Data collection 

[Procedure and quality control.] 
 
Statistical analysis 

[Tests, significance threshold, software.] 
 
Ethical approval 

[State ethical-clearance body and approval number, plus informed consent. Mask the 
committee/institution name if it can identify the authors.]. 

 
RESULTS 

Results may be presented using tables, charts/figures/flowcharts or transcripts. 
Results must be presented clearly and logically.  
All relevant data must be included.  
All tables and figures must be cited consecutively in the text. 

Table 1. Example of table presentation 

Title 1 Title 2 Title 3 
entry 1 data data 
entry 2 data data 

 
The text continues here (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1. Example of figure/chart/flowchart presentation. 

 

DISCUSSION 
Guide: principal findings; comparison with previous studies; interpretation; strengths and 

limitations; implications for practice/policy. Avoid restating results. 
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