Strengthening Local Solutions by Investing in Lane County’s Youth Farm

Alt: Local Wisdom, Lasting Solutions: Investing in FOOD For Lane County’s
Youth Farm

Every community in Oregon feels the weight of hunger. Yet the challenges and
solutions look significantly different from Astoria to Bend to Ontario. That's why
Oregon Food Bank relies on the wisdom of our regional network — including 21
regional food banks and 1,200+ food assistance sites — to identify local
solutions tailored to the needs of their communities.

One local solution? 25 acres for FOOD For Lane County.

[EMBED VIDEO HERE]

‘It started with local leaders listening to community members experiencing
hunger, who made it clear that securing this farmland was critical,” explained
Andrea Williams, President of Oregon Food Bank.

FOOD For Lane County has run a successful Youth Farm program for 25 years.
The land they had rented for decades was now slated for low-income housing
— an important investment to meet community needs, but with consequences.
The Youth Farm was serving the community healthy food while creating
opportunities for youth, new farmers and volunteers.

“We hire teens to work with us to both grow the food and to sell the food at our
produce stand,” said Jen Anonia, Gardens Program Manager. “They learn how
to work really hard, and they become so invested in the end product”

The Youth Farm plays a vital role in providing fresh, locally grown produce to
the community. Through its CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) program,
180 community members receive seasonal fruits and vegetables. And SNAP
(formerly known as food stamps) participants benefit from a matching
program that reduces their cost by half. In collaboration with Trillium, an
Oregon Health Plan provider, the Youth Farm also supplies 15 produce boxes
over 25 weeks to pregnant people enrolled in the Start Smart for Your Baby



https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/find-support/food-support-network
https://www.foodforlanecounty.org/
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/posts/together-oregon-food-bank-is-rising-for-all
https://farmstand.foodforlanecounty.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw-qi_BhBxEiwAkxvbkGLvxPAWkRHpi10rKadHkREAIUSIjVprW4NN66mpqqsl9yGjjdf2qRoCi6UQAvD_BwE
https://www.trilliumohp.com/members/oregon-health-plan/wellness/start-smart-for-baby/start-smart-for-your-baby.html

program — ensuring access to nourishing food during a critical time for parental
and infant health.

FOOD For Lane County needed farmland, but that kind of acreage is a major
expense — one perfectly suited for Oregon Food Bank's Rooted + Rising

campaign.

In 2023, Oregon Food Bank approached the Oregon Legislature with a bold ask:
Move funding to projects that local communities have prioritized to end hunger.
The legislature responded by designating $14.3 million to local solutions
identified by the Oregon Food Bank Network of Regional Food Banks. The
money has since funded many local projects, including upgrading facilities and
transportation, expanding capacity for fresh foods, bolstering emergency
response resources, and increasing staffing.

“Our network of Regional Food Banks were absolutely critical in achieving this
victory,” said Williams. “They gave public testimony and showed up for Ways
and Means road shows across the state. They submitted written testimony.
They called and met with their legislators. All of those interactions were critical
to achieving this huge investment in our communities.”

Through the legislature’s funding and private donations, FOOD For Lane County
purchased a 25-acre piece of land to keep the Youth Farm running.

“We're going to be surrounded by farms and agricultural producers,” Anonia said
about their new location. “There's an opportunity to learn from them. Many of
them have been growing there for generations. FOOD For Lane County is
focused on not only providing food to people, but also asking, How do we
develop food resiliency? How do we invest in our local farmers? How do we
promote local food and local food security?” And so here's an incredible
opportunity to be neighbors with local farms, to collaborate and invest in each
other”

SUPPORT ROOTED & RISING



https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/rooted-and-rising
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/rooted-and-rising
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/find-support/food-support-network
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/posts/cool-change-warehouse-mods-let-more-fresh-food-flow
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/posts/cool-change-warehouse-mods-let-more-fresh-food-flow
https://secure.oregonfoodbank.org/a/rr

Fortaleciendo las Soluciones Locales Invirtiendo en la Granja Juvenil del
Condado de Lane

Alt: Sabiduria Local, Soluciones Duraderas: Invirtiendo en ALIMENTOS para la
Granja Juvenil del Condado de Lane

Todas las comunidades de Oregdn sufren el peso del hambre. Sin embargo, los
desafios y las soluciones varian significativamente de Astoria a Bend y Ontario.
Por eso, Oregon Food Bank se apoya en la sabiduria de nuestra red regional
—que incluye 21 bancos de alimentos regionales y mas de 1,200 centros de
asistencia alimentaria— para identificar soluciones locales adaptadas a las
necesidades de sus comunidades.

cUna solucion local? 25 acres para ALIMENTOS para el Condado de Lane.

[INCLUIR VIDEO AQUI]

“Todo comenzo6 cuando los lideres locales escucharon a los miembros de la
comunidad que padecian hambre, quienes dejaron claro que asegurar estas
tierras de cultivo era crucial”, explicd Andrea Williams, presidenta de Oregon
Food Bank

ALIMENTOS para el Condado de Lane ha implementado con éxito un programa
de Youth Farm Program durante 25 anos. El terreno que habian alquilado
durante décadas ahora estaba destinado a viviendas para personas de bajos
ingresos: una inversion importante para satisfacer las necesidades de la
comunidad, pero con consecuencias. The Youth Farm Program servia



https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/es/find-support/food-support-network
https://www.foodforlanecounty.org/#
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/es/posts/subiendo-juntos-con-oregon-food-bank

alimentos saludables a la comunidad y, al mismo tiempo, creaba
oportunidades para jovenes, nuevos agricultores y voluntarios.

“Contratamos a adolescentes para que trabajen con nosotros tanto en el
cultivo como en la venta de productos agricolas en nuestro puesto’, dijo Jen
Anonia, Gerente del Programa de Jardines. “Aprenden a trabajar muy duro y se
involucran profundamente con el producto final”.

The Youth Farm Program desempefia un papel vital al proporcionar productos
frescos de cultivo local a la comunidad. A través de su programa CSA
(Agricultura Apoyada por la Comunidad), 180 miembros de la comunidad
reciben frutas y verduras de temporada. Ademas, los participantes del SNAP
(anteriormente conocido como cupones de alimentos) se benefician de un
programa de contrapartida que reduce su costo a la mitad. En colaboracion
con Trillium, un proveedor del Plan de Salud de Oregdn, la Granja Juvenil
también suministra 15 cajas de productos agricolas durante 25 semanas a las
embarazadas inscritas en el programa Start Smart for Your Baby, lo que
garantiza el acceso a alimentos nutritivos durante un periodo critico para la
salud de los padres y el bebé.

ALIMENTOS Para el Condado de Lane, se necesitaban tierras de cultivo, pero
esa superficie representa un gasto considerable, ideal para la campafna "Rooted
Rising" de Oregon Food Bank.

En 2023, Oregon Food Bank se dirigio a la Legislatura de Oregon con una
solicitud audaz: destinar fondos a proyectos que las comunidades locales han
priorizado para erradicar el hambre. La legislatura respondio destinando 14.3
millones de ddlares a soluciones locales identificadas por la Red de bancos de
alimentos regionales de Oregon Food Bank. Desde entonces, el dinero ha
flnanciado numerosos proyectos locales, como la mejora de las instalaciones y



https://www.trilliumohp.com/members/oregon-health-plan/wellness/start-smart-for-baby/start-smart-for-your-baby.html
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/rooted-and-rising
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/rooted-and-rising
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/es/find-support/food-support-network
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/es/find-support/food-support-network
https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/es/posts/un-cambio-refrescante-las-mejoras-al-almacen-incrementan-el-flujo-de-alimentos-frescos

el transporte, la ampliacion de la capacidad de alimentos frescos, el refuerzo de
los recursos de respuesta a emergencias y el aumento de personal.

"Nuestra red de bancos de alimentos regionales fue fundamental para lograr
esta victoria®, declaro Williams. "Dieron testimonio publico y asistieron a las
giras de Ways and Means por todo el estado. Presentaron testimonio por
escrito. Llamaron y se reunieron con sus legisladores. Todas esas
interacciones fueron cruciales para lograr esta enorme inversion en nuestras
comunidades”.

Gracias a la financiacion de la legislatura y a donaciones privadas, FOOD For
Lane County adquirié un terreno de 25 acres para mantener Youth Program en
funcionamiento.

"Estaremos rodeados de granjas y productores agricolas’, dijo Anonia sobre su
nueva ubicacion. "Tenemos la oportunidad de aprender de ellos. Muchos de
ellos llevan generaciones cultivando alli. FOOD For Lane County se centra no
so6lo en proporcionar alimentos a la gente, sino también en preguntarse:
'«Como desarrollamos la resiliencia alimentaria? ; Como invertimos en nuestros
agricultores locales? ; Como promovemos la alimentacion y la sequridad
alimentaria locales?'. Por o tanto, esta es una oportunidad increible para ser
vecinos de las granjas locales, colaborar e invertir mutuamente”.

APOYE A ROOTED+RISING



https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/es/posts/un-cambio-refrescante-las-mejoras-al-almacen-incrementan-el-flujo-de-alimentos-frescos
https://secure.oregonfoodbank.org/a/rr

