
 
Discuss Brackets, Parentheses, and Braces 
 
 



 
Put the equation below on the board and ask students how they might use brackets, braces, and parentheses to help them solve the 
problem. 
 

 



 
1. Look at the expression, inequality, and equation below. Which is an expression? Which is an inequality? Which is an equation? 
How do you know?   

 Evaluate (Find the Value) 
Is each statement TRUE? 

Write the name of each mathematical statement below. Is 
it an equation, expression, or inequality? 

7 + 2 + 3 > 4 + 5   

32 + { 7 X [ 4 + (3 X 2) ] } = 79   

4 X 4 + 8  23 ÷   

 
2. Remember the acronym, PEMDAS, to help you apply the Order of Operations. When a surgeon operates on the body, he or she 
follows a specific order, an order that has been created for the patient’s care, safety, and healthy recovery. Similarly, mathematicians 
came up with an order to use when “operating” on numbers or evaluating and/or interpreting expressions, equations, and 
inequalities. The “sight-bite” or image below will help you to remember the order of operations.  

 
 



 
3. Read the Standard: 
CCSS.Math.Content.5.OA.A.1 Use parentheses, brackets, or braces in numerical expressions, 
and evaluate expressions with these symbols. 
 
Review parentheses, brackets, and braces, and evaluate the expressions on the right.  

 

 
A. 7 + 4 X 3  2        Value: ÷
 
 
 
B. 8 + (3 X 8) 23      Value: ÷
 
 
 
C. 42 - [ 2 X (3 + 1) ]    Value: 
 
 
 
D. { 10 X [ 7 + (4  2) - 1] }    Value ÷
      
 

 

 
 



 
4. Review the Standard 
CCSS.Math.Content.5.OA.A.2 Write simple expressions that record calculations with numbers, 
and interpret numerical expressions without evaluating them. For example, express the 
calculation “add 8 and 7, then multiply by 2” as 2 × (8 + 7). Recognize that 3 × (18932 + 921) is 
three times as large as 18932 + 921, without having to calculate the indicated sum or product. 
 
Write the Expressions Described Below 
 
A. Five years of school is equal to 5 times as many days as one year of school. One year of school is 
equal to 180 days.  
 
 
 
B. Each day in school we have a 40 minute lunch break. There are 180 days of school. How many hours 
of lunch do we have each school year? (remember 60 minutes = 1 hour) 
 
 
 
C. There are 365 days in the year (except Leap Years that have 366). In a typical year (not a leap year), 
how many days are not school days? 
 
 
 



D. Each week you have a number of specials including gym for 45 minutes, music for 45 minutes, art for 
45 minutes, library for 30 minutes, tech for 30 minutes, and music workshop or instrumental for 30 
minutes. How many minutes a week do you spend at a special? 
 
 
 
E. Each day we have about 15 minutes in the morning for a morning recess? How many hours do you 
spend each school year at morning recess? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Make a chart of your numerical expressions below. List the expressions from the lowest value to the 
highests. Show what each expression describes, write the expression, and then evaluate.  
 
The expressions are listed from lowest value to highest value.  

# Value Expression Topic 

1.  
 
 

  

2.  
 
 

  

3.  
 
 

  

4.  
 
 

  

5.  
 

  

 
 
 



6. Think of other parts of your life. How can you describe those parts of your life using numerical 
expressions.  Make a chart like the one above and write expressions, values, and topics to describe your 
life’s events, events such as sports practice, homework, video game time, travel, and more.  


