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Important Opportunity to Advance Everglades Restoration - Support 

Senate Bill (SB) 10​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
On January 26, Senator Bradley introduced legislation (SB10) directing the SFWMD to purchase 

land, from willing sellers, south of Lake Okeechobee in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA). 

The bill further authorizes the issuance of bonds to raise over a billion dollars to that end, 

financed by Amendment 1 funds.  

 

Lake Water storage south of Lake Okeechobee in the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) is 

essential. Essential to reducing discharges to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers which 

threaten public health and the local economy, restoring clean water flow to the Everglades and 

the Florida Keys, all while protecting the drinking water for 8 million Floridians and and many 

more tourists. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Important points to note about SB10 and the Storage South solution:​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

• This project has been part of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan since 2000 and 
enjoys a 50/50 cost share. 
 

• The Legacy Florida Act passed and signed into law by Governor Scott in 2016 provides funding 
from Amendment 1, supported by 75% of voters, for purchasing land in the EAA and for 
Everglades restoration projects. 
 

• State law requires the South Florida Water Management District to prioritize projects that 
reduce discharges to St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers and estuaries. 
 

• A southern reservoir can reduce discharges by almost 50% and send water to the Everglades, 
Florida Bay and the Florida Keys when it is needed, but a northern reservoir will only reduce 
discharges by 6%. 
 

• EAA reservoir requires less than 15 percent of the EAA, neither eliminating farming nor 
harming communities that call the Everglades home.  
 

• SB10 acknowledges Florida’s water crisis and expedites the solution that respects private 
property rights and agriculture. 
 

• There has been scientific consensus and recognition by state leaders since 2000 that 
additional water storage south of Lake Okeechobee is necessary to stop this ongoing problem.  
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