A Letter to the President and Cabinet of Singapore:
For the Clemency of Nagaenthran K Dharmalingam

11 November 2021

Dear President Halimah Yacob,

We write to you as members of Singapore’s arts industry: visual artists, writers, actors,
singers, theatremakers, musicians, dancemakers, filmmakers, curators, technical workers,
arts administrators, arts educators, arts students and others. We are, as the National Arts

Council states in its vision statement, creators who seek to “inspire our people, connect

our communities and position Singapore globally™.

We express our alarm and distress at the state’s treatment of Nagaenthran K
Dharmalingam, an intellectually disabled man currently awaiting execution at Changi
Prison. Together with numerous activists, and the more than 81,000 signatories of this

change.org petition, we call for your intervention on his behalf, to commute his death

sentence to time served, and to release him to his family.

As you already know, Nagaenthran, a Malaysian national, was only 21 when he was
arrested for trafficking diamorphine into Singapore. He committed this offence under
coercive circumstances when he sought to borrow money (RM500) for his father’s heart
operation. Not only has Nagaenthran testified that he refused to transport the drugs, but
that he was unaware of the contents of the given package. For his refusal, he was
assaulted and threatened with harm to his loved ones, leading him ultimately to commit

this implicating act.

Nagaenthran was found during a psychiatric evaluation to have mild ADHD, several
cognitive impairments, and an IQ of 69, indicating a mild intellectual disability. His

family members have also attested to the severe deterioration of Nagaenthran’s mental
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and cognitive health during the twelve years he has spent on death row. They have shared

how he remains highly disoriented, unable to fully comprehend his imminent execution.

As creators of art, we believe deeply in the importance of identifying our common
humanity, developing empathy, and ensuring that every person in our society is afforded
dignity, including the most downtrodden among us. As the former Minister of Culture,
Community and Youth, Grace Fu emphasises, the arts serve us by “broadening our
perspectives and enriching our lives”, bringing “people of diverse backgrounds together”
and “building strong social bonds.” In this light, we cannot take lightly the

state-authorised killing of a person.

Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic has reminded us of the precarity and preciousness
of life. It strikes us as deeply perverse that the Singapore government is committed to
ending the life of a single person in a time when we are struggling to prevent mass death
of the population. This irony is made even more glaring given that Nagaenthren’s
execution has been placed temporarily on hold after he had tested positive for
COVID-19. Surely if the authorities can recognise how inappropriate it is to execute

someone in a state of physical sickness, then they must also acknowledge the incongruity

of executing a person with an intellectual disability—an act which the United Nations

considers to be against international law.

As arts workers, we work ultimately to create and preserve—not destroy. The death
sentence placed upon Nagaenthran goes in essence against all that we strive to do. The
destruction of life will not bring about the end of drug-related harms, the offenders
among whom often hail from marginalised backgrounds and communities. Nagaenthran
clearly falls into this category, as someone with limited financial means, is socially
marginalised for having a disability, and whose vulnerability has been exploited by other
agents of the criminal network. Instead, what is urgently needed is the creation of a more
robust and equitable system, one that will attend to the needs of the disenfranchised and

vulnerable in ways that will prevent their exploitation. What is essential also is the
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preservation of strong bonds and relations among family members, peers, and the

community that which may be weakened and ruined by death.

We also know, as cultural ambassadors of Singapore, how the arts stand for our nation’s
status as a progressive and innovative city, with many of us having helped our country
win recognition in the international arts industry. Nagaenthren’s impending execution has

put a severe dampener on our sense of national pride. In recent weeks, his story has been

broadcast across the planet, with coverage from major news sources along with
accompanying statements of condemnation from various organisations, experts and other

influential individuals. Our nation’s treatment of him has become a stain on our global

reputation. To show Nagaenthran mercy would be an act that will not only uplift many
souls during these troubled times but also provide proof that this is a city where change

for the better is possible.

To these ends, we ask earnestly for the President and Cabinet of Singapore to grant
Nagaenthran K Dharmalingam clemency. For the better of Singapore and those who

inhabit this land, we must work to build and protect, not destroy.

With Love,
The Arts Community of Singapore
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Artist Signatories (Total Signatories: 582)

Individuals (569)
1) Ng Yi-Sheng, Writer
2) Joel Tan, Writer
3) Zarina Muhammad, Artist
4) Clarisse Ng, Independent Arts Practitioner
5) Tini Aliman, Sound Artist
6) Ke Weiliang, Arts Practitioner-critic
7) Rebekah Dorai, Actor
8) Grace Kalaiselvi, Theatre Practitioner
9) Cheryl Ong, Musician
10) J Gresham, Writer
11) Balli Kaur Jaswal, Writer
12) Moses Tan, Artist
13) Khairullah Rahim, Artist
14) Vick Than, Art Conservation
15) Eugene Tan, Drag Queen and Independent Producer
16) Jimmy Chia , Sound Designer and Writer
17) XY Lee, Poet and Sculptor
18) Shivani Rajan, Production Stage Manager
19) Ema, Lighting Designer
20) Daniel Hui, Filmmaker
21) Zachary Chan, Musician
22) Nina C, Interdisciplinary Artist
23) Mengju Lin, Artist
24) Rose, Musician
25) Irfan Kasban, Artist
26) Jeremy Sharma, Artist



27) AT, Interdisciplinary Artist

28) Jaya Khidir, Photographer

29) YS, Curator and Arts Manager

30) S Yap, Writer

31) A Hassan, Visual Artist

32) Nabilah Said, Playwright and Editor
33) Ruby Jayaseelan, Movement Artist
34) Su, Artist

35) Lizzie Wee, Artist

36) Aarthi, Dancer

37) HJ, Artist

38) Kyt, Photographer

39) Muslim Sahib, Poet

40) TJ, Artist

41) Jerome Chee, Curator

42) Mei Fei, Artist

43) Ezzam Rahman, Multi-disciplinary Artist
44) IS, Singer-Songwriter

45) K Yu, Artist

46) Joe Ng, Composer

47) Renee, Director

48) Racy Lim, Creative Producer & Arts Manager
49) Zee Wong, Theatre Practitioner

50) Michelle Lim, Ceramicist

51) H, Designer

52) Sonia Kwek, Performer and Artist
53) Weixin Quek Chong, Artist

54) Gautam, Writer

55) Natasha Hassan, Illustrator

56) E Lim, Illustrator

57) Kar-men Cheng, Artist and Researcher



58) ZK, Musician & Designer

59) Jenn, Dancer

60) Kelvin Chow, Dance Instructor

61) Dan Koh, Book Editor and Film Producer
62) D. Shanmugam, Musician

63) K, Programmer

64) Edward Eng, Playwright

65) Daniel Peters, Writer

66) Syahmi Hashim, Photographer

67) Rene Ann Wong, Musician

68) Celine, Musician

69) Marian Carmel, Singer-songwriter

70) Jovan Lee, Musician

71) Isaac Chiew, Musician, Promoter, and Writer
72) Sam, Artist

73) Min-Wei Ting, Artist

74) Xue, Artist

75) Don Aaron, Musician

76) LL, Musician

77) Kae Yuan, Photographer

78) Audrey Ong, Music PR Manager

79) A, Arts Administrator

80) Thong Kay Wee, Film Programmer

81) A Aiman, Musician

82) Badrul Amin, Musician

83) Estella, Arts Manager

84) Vanda Miss Joaquim, Performing Artist
85) Elspeth, Musician/Artist

86) Brandon Soo, Visual Artist

87) Z Tang, Artist

88) Faris Joraimi, Writer



89) Carissa Cheow, Writer

90) M.Y., Poet

91) Ymll, Artist

92) CK, Artist

93) Aurelli Lazuardi, Writer

94) Cui Yin Mok, Producer

95) Michelle JN Lim, Artist

96) llyas A, Performance Artist, Actor & Poet
97) Arin, Writer

98) Kok Heng Leun, Theatre Practitioner
99) Aerigah, Singer-songwriter

100) Bob Charles, Musician

101) Michaela Hay M, Actor

102) A Chiu, Writer and Artist

103) C, Theatre Practitioner

104) Nicholas Tee, Artist

105) Lynda Tay, Programmer

106) Eunice Lau, Filmmaker

107) Danny, Guitarist

108) Kaelen Ong, Actor

109) Ong Sin Ru, Actor

110) Jeremy Ho, Filmmaker

111) Stephanie Chan, Poet

112) A Tan, Tattooer

113) Varsha Sivaram, Writer

114) Kiran K, Writer and Musician
115) Mun, Music Journalist

116) Eilis O., Illustrator

117) John Paul Kwan, Musician and Mix Engineer
118) ST, Writer

119) Cherie Sim (Wednesday’s Comet), [llustrator



120)
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123)
124)
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127)
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145)
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147)
148)
149)
150)

Brenda Lee, Poet and Photographer
J Tan, Visual Artist

K Wong, Dancer

C Lu, Artist

Dia Hakim Khaeri, Actor and Writer
RL, Film Writer

E Beston, Actress

KG, Publisher

Jomel, Artist

Lin Yuxuan, Musician

Damian Steven, Musician
Mabel L., Sound Designer
Charmaine Poh, Artist

Khwa Zhong Hao, Junior Editor
Adam, Graphic Designer

A. Annissa, Artist

Amelia A, Manager

Nat Wee, Tattoo Artist

Marcia Ong, Filmmaker

KY, Writer and Artist

Karen Gwee, Writer and Editor
Ben Lye, Theatre Practitioner
PS, Musician

Rachel O, Illustrator

Angelina M. B, Film Producer
Hakim, Musician

E Lim, Illustrator

S Hee, Musician

Elisa Stephanie W., Musician & Theatre Practitioner
Kirsten Tan, Filmmaker
Amanda Lee Koe, Writer



151) Risa Ann Wong, Actor

152) Erny, Arts Manager

153) Joshua Chan, Musician

154) Alexandra D Sastrawati, Writer & PhD Student
155) Firdaus Sani, Storyteller

156) Keith, Guitarist and Singer-songwriter
157) Fynn, Multidisciplinary Artist

158) Mysara Aljaru, Writer and Filmmaker
159) Gina, Singer-songwriter

160) Fiona Lim, Writer and Editor

161) Thurston Cheng, Musician and Composer
162) Pei Hsin, Tattoo Artist

163) Pearline, Videographer

164) Salty Xi Jie Ng, Artist

165) Karisa P, Arts Organiser

166) Drima, Performance Artist and Poet
167) J, Writer

168) Jasmine, Designer

169) Russell Goh

170) Jane LMY, Visual Artist

171) Sheryl Tan, Visual Artist

172) Subhas Nair, Rapper

173) A D, Musician

174) Subhaili, Actor and Musician

175) Zaris Azira, Arts Organiser

176) H.C., Designer

177) Vivian Wang, Musician/Composer
178) Aditi Shivaramakrishnan, Editor & Writer
179) Priyageetha Dia, Artist

180) Tan Heng Yeng (Arts Worker)

181) Myle Yan Tay, Writer and Director
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Nathaniel Mah, Musician
Renee, Dancer

AN, Arts Management Student
Jane B, Brand Designer

Phil Pang, Stage Manager

Sadi Lim, Writer
Gnanaprakasam, Writer

KM, Writer and Curator

Cyril Wong, Poet

Dave Lim, Visual Artist
Sarishna, Fine Artist

Sneha, Arts Student

Daryl Qilin Yam, Writer

Wong Yi Xiu, Artist

Rusty, Musician

AV, Writer

N Jawahir, Musician

K.B. Raj Kumar, Singer/Songwriter
Theo Chen, Playwright & Performer
JA, Musician

Jennifer Champion, Poet

Lynn Lee, Filmmaker

Jonathan Chan, Writer

Rafi Abdullah, Cultural Worker
David Wong Hsien Ming, Writer
Valerie Yeo, Dancer

A, Writer

Laura L, Musician/Artist
Leonard Yip, Writer

M, Production Manager

Bani Haykal, Artist/Musician
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PS, Digital Artist

SKS, Writer

CK, Writer

Diana Rahim, Writer and Visual Artist

M, Musician

Regina De Rozario, Artist, Writer and Researcher
Shaiful Risan, Independent Creative

Noorlinah Mohamed, Artist, Arts Educator and Producer
Mary Sue, Musician

F Zulkifli, Theatremaker

GP, Singer

Alvin Tan, Artistic Director (Theatre)

Chen Jiexiao, Dancer

Jill J. Tan, Writer

R Somaiah, Artist Educator

Diyana, MA Student (Museum Studies and Curatorial Practices)
Olivia Tay, Arts Manager

Marissa Chen, Writer and Photographer

Yu-Mei Balasingamchow, Writer

Irie, Poet

BK, Writer/Digital Artist

Suraendher Kumarr, Musician

Deanna Binte Dzulkifli, Arts Manager

A. P., Artist

ashisdead, Rap Musician and Producer

C. Tan, Arts Practitioner

Namz, Musician

G Virk, Multidisciplinary Artist

NH, Theatre Practitioner and Writer

Shrey Bhargava, Actor

Chriskris , Musician



244) Jevon Chandra, Artist

245) S C, Writer

246) A Hung, Illustrator

247) Ames, Artist

248) Kalpana Sivan, Dancer

249) Alvin Vishanth, Producer

250) Natalie, Arts student

251) Norhaizad Adam, Dance Artist
252) XT, Art Student

253) DK, Game Designer

254) Faye Lim, Dance Artist

255) Nina June, Actor and Singer
256) Akanksha, Writer

257) M Ying, Writer

258) Lune Loh, Writer and Poet

259) Sahran Chandra, Theatre Practitioner
260) Amir, Musician and Stage Technician
261) Sim Yan Ying “YY”, Theatre Artist
262) Neo Jialing, Dance Artist

263) Eugene Chow, Theater Artist
264) Dillon Evren (Videographer)
265) Daniela, Lecturer/Researcher
266) Alfian Sa'at, Playwright

267) DK, Musician

268) Claire Chee, Writer

269) Charmaine Kok, Design Student
270) Yi Xuen, Illustrator

271) Insy, Musician

272) Juliana Kassim Chan, Actor
273) J, Art Director

274) Lim Ting Li, Sound Designer
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301)
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A K, Amateur Musician
Subastian, Dance Artist
N.O, Designer

xSHAX, Poet

Ash, Musician

Izzul Irfan, Actor

Sugi, Drama Trainer

C Leong, Writer

Sabrina, Writer

Yazly, Guitarist

E Ong, Theatre Practitioner
Jennifer Sazali, Multi-disciplinary Creative
HC, Filmmaker

Marilyn, Theatre Practitioner
Ek, Dancer

Raf, Musician

Nurulhuda Izyan, Illustrator
S Roy Chowdhury, Dancer
Amirul A, Performing Artist
Samuel Lee, Poet

Melissa Lim, Arts Manager
Meghan, Animation student
Yul , Drummer

Elijah Tay, Actor

Sarah Ann, Filmmaker

Koh Zhi Kai, Content Creator
Lucy Lin, Designer

Jasmine, Producer

J, Former Arts Administrator
Caitlin, Animator

Rachel Nip, Dance and Theatre Practitioner



306) C, Writer

307) Ahmad Musta’ain Bin Khamis, Playwright and Arts Educator
308) Tay Yiling, Artist

309) Wan, Musician

310) Key, Artist

311) Wei, Freelance Stage Manager

312) Jeanette Yap, [llustrator

313) Lisabelle Tay, Writer

314) Joey T, Composer

315) Fern, Artist

316) B.Ong, Musician and Director

317) Lavita, Producer

318) Chia Wei Ling, Freelance Film Crew
319) M Loo, Actor

320) Matt, Actor

321) Naima Sheikh, Illustrator

322) Jasmine Z. Chin, Storyteller

323) VL, Singer

324) M Lim, Musician

325) V Lim, Artist

326) Natasha Lau Shan Ru, Arts Manager
327) Peetmoloko, Illustrator

328) Vellachi Ganesan, Visual Artist

329) PY, Arts Manager

330) Sahirrah Safit, Theatre Educator
331) N Wong, Former Theatre Practitioner/Current Arts Researcher
332) Azz Z, Writer

333) JH, Artist

334) G Sng, Film Director and Cinematographer
335) Ellison Tan, Theatre Maker

336) Tia Guttensohn, Actor
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Shieng, Arts Researcher
Shaza Ishak, Producer

R M, Theatre Practitioner
Yams, Musician

Axel Brizzy, Rapper

Ang, Scriptwriter

A Yagnya, Theatre Maker
Sofea Zahrah, Writer
Patricia, Designer

C Yang, Writer

L Yin, Animator

K, Animation Student
Haziqah Hashir, Actor
Sudhee, Illustrator

Elen, Videographer

Arpit Roopchandani, Guitarist & Songwriter
Sharmila, Filmmaker & Musicmaker
Q, Curator

N, Filmmaker

I. Myles, illustrator

J.A Designer

K, Illustrator

Subash, Writer

Clare Joseph, Photographer
P Neda, Musician

Samantha, Co-founder and Curator (Museum for the Displaced)

Lingesh Lavan, Sound Technician
Jerrine Tan, Scholar

Y'Y, Illustrator

Yuki, Dancer, Musician and Writer

S, Musician



368) Syafiqgah 'Adha, Musician/Composer
369) R, Lighting Design

370) Yasmin Shazimie, Writer

371) Thomson Scooter Club, Visual Artist
372) Renny Nadira, Filmmaker

373) Charmaine, Theatre Practitioner
374) Christal Gallyot, Filmmaker

375) Shaina Zemira, Filmmaker

376) P Tandiah, Graphic Designer

377) Ami A, Artist

378) Ants Chua, Artist

379) Joan A, Writer & Volunteer

380) S Teo, Musician

381) Azura Farid, Arts Manager and Practitioner
382) I, Musician and Writer

383) AE, Visual Artist

384) Shayne, Artist

385) Koh HK, Theatre Practitioner and Dancer
386) Elizabeth, Dance Practitioner-Researcher
387) JH, Artist

388) J, Musician

389) Jee Chan, Dancer

390) Peh Jun Kai, Theatre student

391) Karuna, Actress and Dancer

392) Swathi, Theatre Practitioner

393) Jennifer Teo, Artist

394) Abinaya, Theatre Practitioner

395) Jim, Writer and Cultural Worker
396) Wan Ahmad, Theatre Practitioner
397) Safuan Johari, Artist

398) Cara, Poet
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423)
424)
425)
426)
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429)

Nazry Bahrawi, Literary Translator and Critic
Zuby Yusof, Writer and Art Educator
Stella C, Theatre Practitioner

M. Ong, Writer

J Ho, Visual Artist

Samantha Bok, Arts Worker

Choy Chee Yew, Theatre Student
JL, Writer

Meihan Boey, Writer

Axel, Musician

E Lai, Photographer

JY, Animator

Koh Jee Leong, Writer, Editor, and Publisher
Emmeline, Musician

Beverly, Body Piercer

Daemon L, Student and Writer
Rafiqg Mohamad, Graphic Designer
JF, Musician

UT, Poet

NM, Writer

AK, Rapper

Michelle Tan, Writer and Teacher
Fau, Producer/Composer
Siddhanth Sequeira, Writer

YH Tan, Writer

Florian Lim, Theatre Maker

En Sha, Actress

VL, Arts Worker

CHBH, filmmaker

Ferra Amiera, Actress (Theatre)

N, Artist



430)
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449)
450)
451)
452)
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455)
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458)
459)
460)

AW, student

Thow Xin Wei, Musician, Writer
Yuen Chee Wai, Musician/Artist
Ann, Illustrator

Marylyn Tan, Writer-Artist

J T, Writer

KM, Writer

Martyn See, Filmmaker
Seraphina T, Art student, Administrator, Writer, aspiring Curator
L, writer

AT, Actor and Writer

AA, Fashion Designer

Jing Hui, Dancer

Ivy L, Musician

KAJ Creative Director

Brian Gothong Tan, Artist

Maira J., Art Educator

Joelyn Alexandra, Writer
Marcus Chong, Producer

Max Le Blond, Theatre Practitioner
CHL, Conservator, Visual Artist, Art Writer
SL T, Writer

Nadya Zaheer, Singer

S, Writer and Artist

KR, Managing Editor

DLC, animator

Berny Tan, Artist and Curator

E L Fong, Poet

Bernadette Chan, Writer

J.K, Designer

A SY Lee, Artist



461)
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465)
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486)
487)
488)
489)
490)
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Sunitha J, Arts Manager & Educator
Iman, Writer

Koh, Photographer

PM, Interdisciplinary Artist

JU, Writer

Zul Zero, Visual Artist

Kendrick Loo, Reviews Editor
Caroline Chin, Dancer & Theatre Practitioner
Ruth Schooling, Photographer

SI, Cultural Worker & Writer

Ben Lim, Writer

Krys Yuan, Theatre Artist

Y SH, Filmmaker

Juffrie Cameraman

Nicole L., Podcaster

AL, Artist

F, Vocalist

Andre Chong, Filmmaker

Hein, Film

Aliy Alam, Filmmaker

T, Actor

Joshua, Musician

Hiba Waseem, Illustrator

Rei, Artist

E Woo, Theatrical Designer

YC, Content Creator

Tay, Artist & Metal Fabricator

K, Writer & Educator

E, Manager

Brendon Fernandez, Actor and Arts Educator

Kaii, Multi-disciplinary Artist



492) NS, Artist

493) Kethlyn G, visual artist

494) Muhammad Jaasir, Filmmaker

495) Crispin Tan, Director and Photographer
496) T, Theatre Performer

497) Grace Baey, Photographer

498) Melanie, Visual Artist

499) Clarrot , Digital Artist

500) Teng Qian Xi, Poet and Literary Translator
501) Sherlim, Musician

502) Pravin, Film Student /Filmmaker
503) FK, photographer, director

504) S, Poet/PlayWright

505) Jasmine Tan, Designer

506) Coco, Theatre maker

507) Trina, Musician

508) Zinho De Costa, Photographer and Videographer
509) Dean, Graphic Designer

510) Wendy, Illustrator and Animator
511) Kanksha, Writer

512) Kimberley Lim, Editor

513) Hang Qian Chou, Actor

514) ZJA, Writer

515) Amrita Chandradas, Photographer
516) Syafiq Matthew, Musician

517) Kaeden Lim, Actor and Visual Artist
518) PH, Artist

519) Zoea Tania, Writer

520) Tay Bee Pin, Filmmaker

521) ST, Cinema Operator

522) MT, Artist



523) Karen Tan, Film

524) Ken Kwek, Filmmaker

525) Angel, Artist

526) Abel Koh, Production Manager for Dance and Theatre
527) Lemon & Koko, Creators

528) Shirley Soh, Visual Artist

529) Aswani Aswath, Writer

530) Toh Hun Ping, Artist

531) Chong Lingying, Writer and Publisher
532) Haresh Sharma, Playwright

533) Terence Tan, Community Artist

534) Sarah H, Arts Executive

535) Kin Leonn, Artist

536) Charlene Shepherdson, Writer & Community Organiser
537) Soffi Peters, Musician

538) Jenson Gabriel Tan, Former Arts Manager
539) Daniaal Adam, Musician

540) Fauxe, Musician

541) Annika Mock, Arts Manager

542) Lee, Musician

543) Hwee En Tan, Producer

544) 1li Razid, Concert Promoter

545) Justin Chen, Filmmaker

546) Deon, Artist

547) Alif, Musician

548) Hazel, Artist

549) Sherry Lim, Guitarist

550) Redwan Hamzah, Composer/Songwriter
551) Dylan de Souza, Musician

552) Saleha, Singer and Actor

553) C, Designer



554) Jeanine Lim, Filmmaker

555) AF, Curator

556) Vishal Dar, Filmmaker

557) Shaik Dawood, Aspiring Filmmaker
558) Jamie Tan, Art Student

559) Gaiatri Sasitharan, Theatre Practitioner
560) E.Tan, Artist and Educator

561) Sivanesan Paniersalavam, 3D Modeller
562) A Aris, Writer

563) Teo Eng Seng, Artist

564) Geraldine ang, Stage manager

565) G Ng, Artist

566) Tates, Actress & Singer

567) Mary, Visual Artist

568) WB, Poet

569) Geraldyne Wee, Writer and TV producer

Organisations/Collectives (13)

1) Arts Equator

2) Mud Rock

3) Producers SG

4) Spoke and Bird Poetry

5) Faux Pas

6) Playwrights Commune
7) Miao Dance

8) Teater Ekamatra

9) Museum for the Displaced
10) Desert Wine Productions
11) Velvet Voices



12) Singapore Unbound
13) Tired Records



