
 

 

Course Descriptions 
(Revised:  3/12/24) 

 
Welcome to Pulaski Community Middle School!  One of our goals is to strive to ensure that 
all students have success academically, behaviorally, and socially.  We have built a rounded 
curriculum following the State Common Core Standards.  If you would like to view the 
adopted Pulaski Community School District’s Standards and Benchmarks, please go to 
www.corestandards.org or contact the Director of Learning Services at 920-822-6018.  
The following course descriptions are intended to help you understand the curriculum 
offered at our school.  If you have any questions regarding the courses or the scheduling 
process, please feel free to contact our staff at 920-822-6519. 
 

Courses by Grade Level 
Sixth Grade Courses: 

●​ English Language Arts 6 
●​ Math 6 (Core 1) 
●​ Science 6 
●​ Social Studies 6 
●​ Band, Choir and General Music 
●​ Physical Education 6 (all year – day 1/day 2) 
●​ 4.5 week Courses (every day): Agriscience 6; 2D Art 6; 3D Art 6; Business and You 6; Family 

and Consumer Science (FACS) 6; Spanish 6; Technology & Engineering 6; and Wood Shop 6 
 

Seventh Grade Courses: 
●​ English Language Arts 7 
●​ Math Core 2 and Math Core 2/3 
●​ Science 7 
●​ Social Studies 7 
●​ Band 7 and/or Choir 7 (all year – day 1/day 2) 
●​ Physical Education 7/Health 7 (all year – day 1/day 2) 
●​ Quarter Courses (by quarter – every day): Agriscience 7; Art 7; Computer Science Discoveries 

7; Design and Build 7;  Design & Create 7;  Spanish; French; Entrepreneurs of the Future 7; 
Family and Consumer Science (FACS) 7; and Sports & Entertainment Marketing 7; 
 

Eighth Grade Courses: 
●​ Communication Arts 8 
●​ Math Core  3, Math Core 3/1   
●​ Science 8   
●​ Social Studies 8 
●​ Physical Education 8 (all year – day 1/day 2) 
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●​ Electives:  Agriscience 8; Art 8; Band 8; Intro to Business 8; Choir 8; Digital Art 8; Exploring 
Robotics 8; Family and Consumer Science (FACS 1) 8; Sewing and Childcare (FACS 2) 8; Intro to 
Small Engines 8; Technology Education 8 (wood shop); French 1; and Spanish 1; 

 
 

 

6th Grade Core 
Descriptions 

 
 
English Language Arts 6:  The primary focus of 6th grade English Language Arts is to become a 
better reader, writer, speaker and listener. These lessons will be supported through the use of HMH 
materials.  Students can expect to read and analyze a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts 
including novels, short stories, poetry, memoirs, speeches, etc. 

 
Writing assignments will include summaries, research techniques, argumentative structure, an 
informative essay, fictional writing, and written analysis of many different genres.  Because we are 
a community of learners, students can expect to work periodically in cooperative learning situations 
and to present information to their peers in collaborative teams as well as individually. Throughout 
the duration of the school year, students will read and respond to a wide variety of genres to foster 
a deeper understanding of the human experience.  They will use a variety of thinking strategies to 
understand, analyze, and create text for personal enrichment, problem-solving and an appreciation 
for texts of all kinds as a way to learn more about the world around them.   Students will learn to 
collect, analyze, and cite specific evidence to formulate questions, construct arguments, make 
decisions, and support their thinking. 
  
Math 6 Course 1:  This course serves as an introduction to the Common Core Math in middle school, 
utilizing the College Preparatory Math (CPM) curriculum. It explores the concepts of multiplication 
and division of whole numbers, decimals, and fractions. In addition, topics of ratio, proportion, 
percents, basic geometry, probability, and statistics are explored using various types of graphs.  
 
On a daily basis, students in 6th grade utilize  problem-solving strategies, questioning, investigation, 
critical analysis, evidence gathering, and construction of rigorous arguments to justify their 
thinking. The emphasis of this course is to help students develop multiple strategies for problem 
solving and recognize the connections between concepts through cooperative learning.   
 
Science 6: This course follows the Wisconsin State Standards for Science in developing a curriculum 
that includes Core content ideas, Crosscutting Concepts, Science and Engineering Practices that are 
integrated with one another in each unit. There are units on the Nature of Science, Life Science, 
Earth Science, and Physical Science. Life Science focuses on population and ecosystem changes. 
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Physical Science focuses on modeling the movement of light and particles through various types of 
matter. Earth Science focuses on the cause and effect of water on the land around us with an 
emphasis on the National Parks. Students are challenged to be curious explorers of the world. 
 
Social Studies 6: Sixth grade social studies revolves around world geography. The beginning of the 
year has an emphasis on map skills as well as local, state, and country geography.  From there we 
move into each continent of the world. Every unit will contain instruction of landforms, countries, 
and the culture of that continent.  In addition, current events will be used to highlight the 5 themes 
of geography throughout the year.  
 
 

 

7th Grade Core 
Descriptions 

 
 
English Language Arts 7: This class consists of reading, writing, speaking, and listening, with a focus 
on reading and writing from a wide genre of texts.  Some major units of study in English/Language 
Arts include literature study, argumentative and informational essays. 
  
Math 7 Course 2: Core Connections, Course 2 is the second of a three-year sequence of courses 
designed to prepare students for a rigorous college preparatory algebra course.  It uses a 
problem-based approach with concrete models.  The course helps students to develop multiple 
strategies to solve problems and to recognize the connections between concepts.  The lessons in the 
course meet all of the content standards and embed the “Mathematical Practices” of the Common 
Core State Standards released in June 2010.  
  
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

●​ Model integers and operations with integers and rational numbers including using order of 
operations 

●​ Use linear models and equal ratios to represent part-whole relationships 
●​ Use percents and scale factors to determine percent increase or decrease, discounts and 

markups 
●​ Simplify variable expressions by combining like terms and using the Distributive Property 
●​ Solve linear equations including those with fractional coefficients and those with no solutions 

or infinite solutions 
●​ Solve and graph one-variable inequalities 
●​ Compare experimental and theoretical probabilities 
●​ Distinguish between dependent and independent events and calculate the probability of 

compound independent events 
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●​ Represent probabilities of multiple events using systemic lists, charts, or tree diagrams 
●​ Design, conduct, and analyze surveys 
●​ Collect and compare data and describe the distribution of sets of data 
●​ Solve distance, rate, and time problems 
●​ Compare ratios and calculate unit rates 
●​ Recognize and solve problems involving proportional relationships 
●​ Recognize and use the properties of similar shapes and scale factors to solve problems 
●​ Describe angles, angle pairs, and their measures 
●​ Compute area and perimeter of polygons and composite shapes 
●​ Solve problems involving the formulas for circumference and area of a circle 
●​ Compute the volume and surface area of prisms 

  
Math 7 Course 2/3:  Complete Math 2 and begin Math 3 (see description below). 
  
Science 7: Seventh grade scientists will use their natural curiosity and scientific questioning skills to 
explore the following units… 
 

Academic Quarter Academic Focus Driving Question Key Concepts 

First Chemistry How is new stuff made 
from old stuff? 

properties of 
substances, chemical 
reactions, open and 
closed systems 
 

Second Physics Why do some things 
stop while others keep 
going? 

energy types, energy 
transformations, 
energy transfer 

Third Life Science What is going on inside 
me? 
 

structure and function 
of cells, structure and 
function of body 
systems, cellular 
respiration, mitosis 
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Fourth Earth Science “What makes the 
weather change? 
 

causes of storms, 
weather changes from 
place to place, 
differences between 
weather and climate, 
human impact on 
climate 

All Quarters Engineering How can we create a 
better solution? 

engineering design 
process, prototypes, 
testing, final designs, 
reflection 
 
 
 

 
Social Studies 7:  In 7th grade social studies we travel back in time and learn about the ancient 
civilizations of the world. The 7th grade social studies curriculum focuses on research and inquiry. We 
also use the textbook “My World Interactive, World History" by Savvas Learning Company. The Unit 
topics include: Ancient Mesopotamia,Ancient Egypt, Ancient India, Ancient China, Greece, Rome, and an 
introduction to world genocides.  
 

 

8th Grade Core 
Descriptions 

 
 
English Language Arts 8: In 8th grade English Language Arts, the focus is to become high school 
ready in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  We use the HMH curriculum to guide students 
through the process.  The units center around essential questions such as, “Does technology improve 
or control our lives?” or “How do the challenges you face today help to shape your future?” We 
integrate grammar into the curriculum to help students become high school ready writers.    
  
In addition, this course is a combination of citing textual evidence, summarizing to determine the 
theme, writing a literary essay, narrative writing, and speaking.  We integrate grammar into the 
curriculum to help students become high school ready writers.  There is also consistent instruction 
to enhance reading comprehension, inferencing, making reasonable predictions, and with a goal to 
foster an overall love of literature.   
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Math 8 Course 3: Core Connections 3 is the third of a three-year sequence of courses designed to 
prepare students for a rigorous college preparatory algebra course.  It uses a problem-based 
approach with concrete models.  The course helps students to develop multiple strategies to solve 
problems and to recognize the connections between concepts.  The lessons in the course meet all of 
the content standards and embed the “Mathematical Practices” of the Common Core State Standards 
released in June 2010. 
  
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 

●​ Represent a linear function with a graph, table, rule, and context and should be able to find 
any representation when provided one of the others 

●​ Solve systems of equations represented in tables and graphs 
●​ Symbolically manipulate expressions in order to solve problems including those with 

fractional coefficients 
●​ Solve contextual word problems using multiple strategies, including making tables, looking for 

patterns, drawing diagrams, and creating a table of guesses to assist with writing and solving 
a variable equation 

●​ Describe various transformations on a coordinate grid 
●​ Represent data using scatterplots and describe associations 
●​ Collect and analyze data and make predictions based on the trend of the data 
●​ Compare ratios, calculate unit rates and slope rations 
●​ Analyze the slope of a line graphically, numerically, and contextually 
●​ Recognize and solve problems involving proportional relationships 
●​ Graph and analyze non-linear functions 
●​ Recognize and use the properties of similar shapes to solve problems 
●​ Use the Pythagorean Theorem and its converse to solve problems in 2 and 3 dimensions 
●​ Use square and cube roots 
●​ Represent and simplify expressions using positive and negative exponents 
●​ Represent and compare large and small numbers using standard and scientific notation 
●​ Perform operations with numbers represented in scientific notation 
●​ Use the relationships between angles created by parallel lines with transversals and the 

triangle sum theorem to solve problems 
●​ Compute the volume of a variety of solids 

  
Math 8 Course 3/1:  In this advanced class students will complete the second half of the Math 
Course 3 book which they started the previous year.  They will also complete the Math 1 book which is 
described below: 

Math 1:  Core Connections Algebra is the first course in a five-year sequence of college preparatory 
mathematics courses that starts with Algebra I and continues through Calculus. It aims to deepen 
and extend student understanding built in previous courses by focusing on developing fluency with 
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solving linear equations, inequalities, and systems. These skills are extended to solving quadratic 
equations, exploring linear, quadratic, and exponential functions graphically, numerically, 
symbolically, and as sequences, and by using regression techniques to analyze the fit of models to 
distributions of data.   

On a daily basis, students in Core Connections Algebra use problem-solving strategies, questioning, 
investigating, analyzing critically, gathering and constructing evidence, and communicating rigorous 
arguments justifying their thinking. Students learn in collaboration with others while sharing 
information, expertise, and ideas. 

The course is well balanced among procedural fluency (algorithms and basic skills), deep conceptual 
understanding, strategic competence (problem solving), and adaptive reasoning (extension and 
application). The lessons in the course meet all of the content standards of Appendix A of the 
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. The course embeds the CCSS Standards for 
Mathematical Practice as an integral part of the lessons in the course. 

Key concepts addressed in this course are: 
●​ Represent linear, quadratic, and exponential relationships using graphs, tables, equations, and 

contexts. 
●​ Symbolic manipulation of expressions in order to solve problems, such as factoring, 

distributing, multiplying polynomials, expanding exponential expressions, etc. 
●​ Analysis of the slope of a line multiple ways, including graphically, numerically, contextually 

(as a rate of change), and algebraically. 
●​ Solving equations and inequalities using a variety of strategies, including rewriting (such as 

factoring, distributing, or completing the square), undoing (such as extracting the square root 
or subtracting a term from both sides of an equation), and looking inside (such as determining 
the possible values of the argument of an absolute value expression). 

●​ Solving systems of two equations and inequalities with two variables using a variety of 
strategies, both graphically and algebraically. 

●​ Representations of arithmetic and geometric sequences, including tables, graphs, and explicit 
or recursive formulas. 

●​ Use of exponential models to solve problems, and to compare to linear models. 
●​ Investigation of a variety of functions including square root, cube root, absolute value, 

piecewise-defined, step, and simple inverse functions. 
●​ Use of function notation. 
●​ Statistical analysis of two-variable data, including determining regression lines, correlation 

coefficients, and creating residual plots. 
●​ The differences between association and causation, and interpretation of correlation in 

context. 
●​ Comparison of distributions of one-variable data. 
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Science 8:   We begin the year exploring life science and DNA focusing on the question, “How does the 
inside of my body affect the outside?” This leads into examining the inheritance of traits and 
macroevolution of species throughout Earth’s history. We then dive into studying plate tectonics and 
Earth’s shifting plates focusing on the question, “How has Earth changed over time?” Next, we get into 
chemistry and focus on, “How is food used for energy?”  We complete the year focusing on Newton’s 
Laws of Physics and answering the question, “How do objects move?” Students will also have the 
opportunity to complete engineering challenges between units. 
  
Social Studies 8:  Students will explore many important American historical events, documents, and 
people from the onset of colonization through the Civil War.  The course begins with a review of iconic 
moments in American history.  Next, students explore Colonial America and why people settled in 
America. From there, the students investigate the causes, effects, and outcomes of the Revolutionary 
War.  It continues with an in-depth look at the Constitution and proceeds with strong investigation 
toward the causes and effects of events leading to and through the American Civil War.  Throughout 
the year, emphasis is made to relate history to present-day life.  The year concludes with an 
Economics Unit where students explore what financial responsibilities and choices come with becoming 
young adults. 
 

 

6th Grade Electives 
Descriptions 

 
 
4.5 Week Spanish (6700) - In this 4.5 week course, Students will explore the foundations of the 
Spanish language at a basic level. Although an entry level course, students will be able to see and 
decide if they want to further their language learning. 
 
18 Week Spanish (6701) - In this 18 week course, Students will learn to read, write, and speak 
effectively in the Spanish language. Students will also demonstrate an understanding of the 
products, practices, and perspectives of Hispanic culture. Learning will be personalized 
dependent upon prior experience with the language. Students will be applying their knowledge by 
reading and discussing a Spanish novel. This is an academically challenging and rigorous course 
designed for students who want to deepen their language learning. 
 
2D Art (6720) – In this exciting, engaging, hands-on class you will create 2D Artworks. For 4.5 
weeks we will explore a variety of materials and art making techniques including Digital Art, 
Printmaking, painting and drawing.  Join us for a fun, creative course in Art; you will not want to 
miss out! 
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3D Art (6725) – In this exciting, engaging, hands-on class you will create 3D Artworks. For 4.5 
weeks we will explore a variety of materials and art making techniques including Drawing, Clay, 
Sculpture and Weaving.  Join us for a fun, creative course in Art; you will not want to miss out! 
 
Agriscience (6740) – Join the active Agriscience department to get a hands-on look at how to grow 
and preserve food, care for animals and our planet. Agriscience holds solutions to a happy & 
healthy life on our growing planet. Come and learn how you can grow too. 
 
Band (6800) – Learn a wind or percussion instrument and perform at live concerts! This is a 
performance-based class focused on learning to read music and play an instrument.  If you choose 
Band a band teacher will be reaching out to you via email. 
 
Business (6750) – In this 4.5-week course, 6th-grade students will explore the fundamentals of 
entrepreneurship, logo design, and advertising. Students will learn the traits of successful 
entrepreneurs, design logos, understand marketing principles, and develop strategies for effective 
advertising. Through a final simulation, they'll experience the process of bringing a business idea to 
life, fostering creativity and practical skills for future ventures. 
 
Choir (6820) - Learn to sing in a group and perform at live concerts! This is a performance-based 
class focused on learning to read music and singing. You’ll never have to sing by yourself in this 
class!  
 
FACS (6760) - FACS 6 is designed to give you a sense of the many wonderful “flavors” of Family & 
Consumer Science! Hands-on opportunities to help contribute to a healthy family life will be explored 
in the areas of Culinary/Foods, Health Sciences, Design & Child development to allow students the 
chance to explore new, real-world topics. 
 
Tech & Engineering (6735)– In this course, you'll dive into the world of technology and engineering, 
learning how to code, create, and innovate. We'll use platforms like Code.org and Scratch to bring 
your ideas to life through coding, animation, and games. Get ready to build circuits with Makey Makey 
and program Edison robots to dance and sing! Throughout the course, you'll collaborate with 
classmates, solve challenges, and showcase your creations.  
 
Woodshop (6730)– In this course, 6th grade students will be introduced to hands-on projects in the 
Tech Ed woods lab. Areas of focus include: Measurement, Machine Safety, Personal Safety in a lab 
setting, and a hands-on opportunity to create a project using the machines in the shop area. 
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7th Grade Electives 
Descriptions 

 
 
Agriscience (7740) - Take the next step in learning more about the United States largest industry: 
Agriscience! With a “Hands On” approach to learning, we will explore everything from Veterinarian 
Sciences, how to Perform Animal Physical Exams, Environmental Sciences, Plant Science, Forestry 
and Wildlife Management. Be prepared to cultivate & enjoy the fruits of our labor in the 
greenhouse, animal lab, school gardens and school forest. 
 
Art (7720) - In this exciting, engaging, hands on class you will create a combination of 2D and 3D 
artwork.  We will explore a variety of materials and art making techniques including clay, plaster, 
and painting both Acrylic and Watercolor. We will also improve our drawing skills with 1-point 
Perspective and Figure Drawing.  Students will be creating a Digital portfolio of their artwork 
where they take photos and write artist statements to reflect on their work and to show growth 
and learning.  Join us for another fun, creative course in Art; you will not want to miss out! 
 

Band (7800) – 7th grade band emphasizes individual and full ensemble development, building off 
skills learned in 6th grade band. Students prepare music for live concerts every year, and have the 
option of joining more playing ensembles such as jazz band, drum line, pep band, marching band, and 
solo & ensemble.  If you choose Band a band teacher will be reaching out to you via email. 
 

Choir (7820) - Learn to sing in a group and perform at live concerts! This is a performance-based 
class focused on learning to read music and singing. You’ll never have to sing by yourself in this 
class!  Students will have the opportunity to participate in more performances, such as the Red 
Raider Showcase and Solo & Ensemble. There is no prerequisite in order to join our PCMS choirs.  
 

Computer Science Discoveries (7735) - Whether you’re interested in the arts, engineering, culture, 
design, or technology, Computer Science Discoveries (CS Discoveries) shows you how to bring your ideas 
and interests to life—no experience necessary! CS Discoveries is an introductory computer science 
course where students build on their coding experience as they create programmatic images, 
animations, interactive art, and games. No matter what you’re passionate about, a background in 
computer science will give you the tools you need to succeed! 
 
Design and Build (7730) - This class will engage students in the design process. Students will design 
and build various practical projects throughout this course. Students will have opportunities to 
incorporate aspects of their interests with their projects. Students will analyze materials needed to 
complete a project and proper procedures to follow while working.  
 
Design and Create (7732) - In this technology and engineering course, students will use the design 
process to plan and create their own projects.  Projects will include creating 3D models, 
investigating electrical circuits using an Adafruit Circuit Playground, and learning the 
fundamentals of computer coding.  Students will utilize design software to help plan and model their 
creations.     
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Entrepreneurs of the Future (7750) - Students will explore the foundations of starting their own 
food truck business through a project that will culminate in a presentation imitating the well-known 
show “Shark Tank”. Throughout the course students will dive into the importance of marketing and 
advertising, market research, graphic design, budgeting/accounting, and much more! Be ready to get 
creative and put an entire semester’s effort into a single project to present to ‘investors’ and 
negotiate a deal! 
 

(FACS) Food for Health (7760) - Are you hungry for change? In this course, you will have the 
opportunity to step inside the kitchen to look at your personal eating habits and gain a greater 
understanding of how our food choices impact our health for a lifetime! Regular culinary labs 
combined with health education topics will help promote healthy eating habits as well as skills 
necessary to prepare easy meals and snacks. 
 

French (7710) - 7th grade French is an introduction to the language.  In it, students will learn to 
greet others, describe themselves and others, state their feelings, the date, the weather, and likes 
and dislikes. We will cover basics such as colors, numbers to 20, and the alphabet. Students will also 
explore a variety of French-speaking countries and celebrities as well as French cuisine. At the end 
of the course, students will incorporate all their knowledge of the language into a skit.      

 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing (7755) - Time to take a dive into the world of sports 
marketing!  During this class, you will dive deep into two different sectors of business. We will start 
class with the marketing unit. You will practice by creating and marketing your own restaurant 
paying special attention to your target market. We’ll take a look at the history of sports and 
entertainment marketing and develop the marketing and advertising aspects behind it. You will then, 
with the help of your team, relocate or create a new professional sports franchise! You will focus 
on population and tourism and determine the importance of marketing in the exciting industry of 
sports and/or entertainment! We will end by discussing the large amount of money generated by 
college sports and how that money is allocated! Get ready to be creative, have fun, and learn about 
the inside world of sports! 
 

9 week Spanish (7700) – In this 9 week course, Students will learn to read, write, and speak 
effectively in the Spanish language. Students will also demonstrate an understanding of the 
products, practices, and perspectives of Hispanic culture. Learning will be personalized 
dependent upon prior experience with the language. This is an academically challenging and 
rigorous course. While this course is not required, it is highly recommended for students who 
plan on taking Spanish I in 8th grade. 
 

18 week Spanish (7705) – In this 18 week course, Students will learn to read, write, and speak 
effectively in the Spanish language. Students will also demonstrate an understanding of the 
products, practices, and perspectives of Hispanic culture. Learning will be personalized 
dependent upon prior experience with the language. Students will be applying their knowledge by 
reading and discussing a Spanish novel. This is an academically challenging and rigorous course 
designed for students who want to deepen their language learning. While this course is not 
required, it is highly recommended for students who plan on taking Spanish I in 8th grade. 
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8th Grade Electives 
Descriptions 

 
 
Agriscience (8400) - Be ready for a unique and interesting class! Explore topics, careers, and issues 
dealing with our environment and the Agrisciences.  Students will be exposed to topics in: Veterinarian 
Science, Wildlife Management, Genetic Engineering, Horticulture, Greenhouse Management, Small 
Animal Care, Aquaculture, Hydroponics, Food Science, Environmental Science, soil science, Animal 
Science, Leadership Training, and Career Explorations in the Agriscience Industry!  You also get to 
select which topics and projects you want to explore through Supervised Agricultural Experiences.  
We will use the new Greenhouse, Aquaculture lab, Hydroponics lab, Animal Science Lab, the school 
forest, and Outdoor gardens to actually “apply” topics explored.  
 
Art (8200) - In this exciting, engaging, hands-on class you will create a combination of 2D and 3D 
artwork. We will explore a variety of materials and art making techniques including clay, glaze, 
foam carving, and canvas painting. We will also improve our drawing skills with 2-point Perspective 
and Grid Drawing. Students will be introduced to numerous artists, art reproductions, and 
vocabulary at the beginning of each new unit.  Students will be creating a Digital portfolio of their 
artwork where they take photos and write artist statements to reflect on their work and to show 
growth and learning. By taking this studio-like course, students will create a wide body of personal 
artwork and gain valuable art experiences to apply in higher-level courses.  
 
Band (8800) - 8th grade band emphasizes individual and full ensemble development, building on skills 
learned in 6th & 7th grades. Students prepare music for live concerts - and in 8th grade this 
includes a pep band event with the high school band. In addition, students can choose to participate in 
jazz ensemble, drum line, PCMS pep band, and Solo & Ensemble. The 8th grade year culminates with 
an overnight band trip where students participate in a clinic experience.  If you choose Band a band 
teacher will be reaching out to you via email. 
 
Choir (8820) - Learn to sing in a group and perform at live concerts! This is a performance-based 
class focused on learning to read music and singing. You’ll never have to sing by yourself in this 
class!  Students will have the opportunity to participate in more performances, such as the Red 
Raider Showcase and Solo & Ensemble. There is no prerequisite in order to join our PCMS choirs.   
 
Digital Art (8220) - This exciting course features the use of technology to create works of art. This 
course focuses on generating digital works of art using applications such as Stop Motion Video, 
iMovie, Green Screen, Capcut, Adobe Fresco, Canva, and Photo Editing Apps. The skills for this class 
will be taught through projects in the areas of photography, animation/video, Marketing/graphic 
design, Web Design and digital drawing. Students will be collaborating and communicating with others. 
Through this process students will make connections to everyday life and possible future careers. 
This course helps develop the necessary technical skills a student needs and also stretches a 
student to think about and connect to what they are creating! 
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Robotics (8335) - This is a hands-on course that allows students to build and program their own 
robots using the VEX IQ system and VexCode IQ programming software.  Students will work with 
others to learn how to control their robots using computer programming, mechanical systems, and 
various sensors while completing challenges that test their skills.  Heavy emphasis is placed on 
computer programming, problem solving, and teamwork. No prior experience is necessary. 
 
FACS 1 - Foods, Nutrition & Health Sciences (8600) - Rotating culinary labs and hands-on learning 
activities during this portion of the class will expose students to basic culinary skills, recipe reading 
and techniques. Nutrition, recipe conversions, plating techniques and careers in the food industry will 
also be explored! 
 

Students will explore the Health Science Pathways, careers within them and the skills needed to work 
within those careers. You’ll explore the medical world - a career pathway you can pursue at PHS.  
Communication, collaboration and critical thinking skills are overarching standards that will be 
assessed throughout the class. 
 
FACS 2 - Child Development & Sewing/Design (8620) - Students will explore major milestones 
throughout the development of a child. Healthy vs. unhealthy development, babysitting skills, how to 
prepare nutritious snacks and meals, designing appropriate developmental projects and crafts and 
the overall importance of healthy development in a child will be topics covered (which directly relate 
to PHS course offerings). Community Service projects will be included, hands-on activities and 
real-life skills and knowledge will be learned.   
 

Students will learn basic sewing skills using a sewing machine to design and create a project during 
class. Students will learn to use critical thinking skills and creativity throughout the unit - 
overarching standards that will be assessed throughout the class. 
 
French (8820) - This is a full year of French that introduces the student to the French language and 
to French-speaking countries.  Emphasis is placed on building a basic, everyday vocabulary as well as 
studying basic grammatical points.  Attention is also paid to developing speaking, reading, and writing 
skills.  The culture and customs of the French-speaking worlds are also studied.  This is an 
academically challenging and rigorous course equivalent to the Pulaski High School Level I French.  
Students who successfully complete this course are eligible for French II at Pulaski High School. 
 
Business (8500) - Soar into an exploration of business. In this course you will have the opportunity to 
learn about different sectors and career opportunities within business. Your year will start off by 
learning about marketing! You will gain experience marketing your very own designed and produced 
paper airplane. We will then take a dive into the world of economics by identifying different parts of 
our economy. You will learn about the factors of production and different areas of the supply chain. 
You and a group will then be stranded on a tropical island for you to create, from nothing, your own 
functioning economy! We will then dive into the glue that holds our economy together… money! We will 
discover where money comes from, how it is used, why we use it, and how to utilize banks and savings 
accounts to set up your financial future! We will then dive into various financial units by learning 
about the stock market, accounting, and entrepreneurship just to name a few. Your future career in 
business starts now. 
 
Intro to Small Engines (8835) - In this course, students will have hands-on experiences with small 
engines.  They will study the history of combustion engines, proper maintenance of small engines, 
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collaboration, troubleshooting and problem-solving engine performance issues.  They will learn in an 
environment where critical thinking, safety and respect are of utmost importance.  Roll up your 
sleeves and get ready to learn!   
 
Spanish (8700) - In this year-long course, Students will learn to read, write, and speak effectively 
in the Spanish language. Students will also demonstrate an understanding of the products, practices, 
and perspectives of Hispanic culture. Learning will be personalized dependent upon prior experience 
with the language. students will be applying their knowledge by reading and discussing a Spanish 
novel. This is an academically challenging and rigorous course equivalent to the Pulaski High School 
Level I Spanish.  Students who successfully complete this course are eligible for Spanish II at 
Pulaski High School. 

 
Technology Education & Wood Shop (8840) - Students will be introduced to the safe use of hand 
tools, portable power tools, and various woodworking machines to complete projects and solve 
technical problems. They will also use the design process to create and test their projects in a lab 
setting.  The students will have hands-on experiences using hand tools and power equipment to build 
their own wood projects.     
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