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Abstract
Surfacing Traditional Knowledge in Climate Change Adaptation
in the Ifugao Rice Terraces, Philippines
Jude C. Baggo'; Elpidio B. Basilio, Jr."
Ifugao State University

The payoh or the Ifugao Rice Terraces (IRT) are remarkable cultural living
landscapes. As a landscape, it encompasses the multifunctional mosaics of
ecosystems that involve interactions between humans and nature. It provides goods
and services for people. However, this situation has been changing through the
years due to climate change, and socio-economic systems. These changes have
significant impacts on biodiversity and ecosystems that support agricultural
production activities (SEPLS, 2024). Like any other landscape, the rice terraces
constantly face enormous pressures and shocks due to climate change and the
inroads of Christianity and education. Farmers noted the impacts of climate change
such as observable weather and environmental changes (Buot Jr. 2018.), observed
changes in temperature, weather patterns, flooding, and seasons,
(Nalliw-Lichnachan, 2009) and (Baucas, 2016), and nontransmittal of indigenous
knowledge, erosion of labor practices, and nonperformance of agricultural rituals
(Sajise et al. 2009).

The case study investigated the values of traditional knowledge in climate
change adaptation. It used key informant interviews (KIl) with local farmers of
Mompolia, Hingyon, Ifugao, Philippines. The majority of the participants have more
than 22 years of farming experience. One of the participants is a former indigenous
priest. The results of the interviews were analyzed and coded according to Braun
and Clark (2006).

Locally, the farmers experience the following impacts of climate change such
as diminishing traditional knowledge and shifting land use, prolonged rain or drought,
landslides and destruction of rice field dikes, decrease in rice yields, an insufficient
supply of water, destruction of rice fields and plants, water seepage caused by Asian
Swamp Eel and hair like and giant earthworms, lessened working hours in the fields,
faster drying of the fields and water, pest infestation, and increased heat
temperature.

Despite these problems, the farmers still value the IRT and its importance in
climate change adaptation. The most important aspect of the IRT is its inheritance
value from their ancestors. The IRT serves as a food source and a venue for
intergenerational learning on natural resource management, sustainable use of
resources, and community solidarity.

The participants still practice the positive values of natural resource
management, traditional farming, and sustainable resource use. They believe that
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these are strong foundations for climate change adaptation. One of the participants'
concerns is the need to transmit these values to the younger generation.
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