
 

 

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars   

Post 1555, Chico, CA.​

 

 
VFW Programs 

Benefit the Educational Community 
 

Students are rewarded for learning to  
present their thoughts about Patriotic  
themes in essay format, or in essay  

format with an oral presentation  
 

Teachers are rewarded for utilizing their  
skills to effectively teach and promote  

America’s history and traditions,  
civic responsibility, flag etiquette,  

patriotism, and Americanism  
1 

 



VFW Educational Programs Overview 
 

The VFW is dedicated to promoting and investing in our future generations. High 
school students interested in a $30,000 scholarship, middle school students 
interested in winning $5,000 or teachers interested in winning $1,000 for 
themselves and their school.  We have programs for you. 

 

PATRIOT’S PEN 

Each year more than 165,000 students in grades 6–8 enter the VFW Patriot’s Pen 
contest to win a share of more than $1.4 million in state and national awards.  This 
program encourages young minds to examine America’s history, along with their 
own experiences in modern American society and to present their thoughts in a 
written essay format.  This program can be a stepping-stone to our next 
educational program – Voice of Democracy 

 

 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 

Established in 1947, our Voice of Democracy provides high school students the 
unique opportunity to express themselves in presenting a democratic and 
patriotic-themed written and recorded essay.  Yearly, over 64,000 9th–12th grade 
students from across the country enter to win their share of more than $2 million in 
educational scholarships and incentives through this program.  The National 
winner receives a $30,000 college scholarship.  Often Patriot’s Pen winners have 
continued to show their abilities by entering and winning the Voice of Democracy 
contest 

 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

Established in 1999 the VFW invites elementary, middle, and high school teachers 
to participate in the Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher 
program.  The program rewards our nation’s top educators for their professional 
behavior and commitment to teaching civic responsibility, flag etiquette, 
patriotism, and Americanism to their students.  All current certified/licensed 
teachers in grades K-12 are eligible 
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PATRIOT’S PEN 
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PATRIOT PEN AWARDS 

 
●​National  

o​1st Place - $5,000 
o​2nd Place - $4,000 
o​3rd Place - $3,500 
o​4th Place - $2,750 
o​5th Place - $2,500 
o​6th Place - $2,000 
o​7th Place - $1,750 
o​8th Place – 10th Place - $1,500 each 

●​Department (State) 
o​1st Place - $1,000 and a plaque 
o​2nd Place - $750 and a plaque 
o​3rd Place - $500 and a plaque 

●​District (12 Posts) 
o​1st Place - $150 and a certificate 
o​2nd Place - $100 and a certificate 
o​3rd Place - $50 and a certificate 

●​Post 1555/Auxiliary 
o​1st Place - $300 and a certificate 
o​2nd Place - $200 and a certificate 
o​3rd Place - $100 and a certificate 
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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 
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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY AWARDS 
 

●​National 
o​1ST Place - $30,000 scholarship 
o​2nd Place - $16,000 
o​3rd Place - $10,000 
o​4th Place - $7,000 
o​5th/6th Place - $5,000 each 
o​7th/8th Place - $4,000 each 
o​9th/10th Place - $3,500 each 
o​Other sponsored scholarships ranging from $1,000 to 

$3,000 to other winning students. 
●​Scholarships of Department (State) 

o​1st Place - $2,000 and a plaque 
o​each of the other four finalists - $1,000 
o​the remaining 12 District winners - $500 

●​District (12 Posts) 
o​1st Place - $150 and a certificate 
o​2nd Place - $100 and a certificate 
o​3rd Place - $50 and a certificate 

●​Post 1555 
o​1st Place - $300 and a certificate 
o​2nd Place - $200 and a certificate 
o​3rd Place - $100 and a certificate 
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 

 
 

National – see above 
●​Department (State) 

o​$500 and a certificate 
●​District 15 (12 Posts) 

o​$250 and a certificate 
●​VFW Post 1555 

o​$150 and a certificate 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
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Entries for all competitions 
 MUST be RECEIVED by MIDNIGHT October 31, 2022  

 
Mail to: 

VFW Post 1555 
554 Rio Linda Avenue 

Chico, CA. 95926-1817 
 

The Post is not open at all times 
For further information 

Please call or email 
 
Ed Wrona – (530)966-0644 edwrona@hotmail.com 
 
Pat Hurton – (530)343-4060 patrick.hurton@gmail.com 
 
Mary Wahl – (530)342-1904 maryewahl@aol.com             
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