
Yamaha Seqtrak vs Novation Circuit 
Tracks Groovebox: Specs, Reviews & 
Price 
Meta Description: Compare Yamaha Seqtrak vs Novation Circuit Tracks. Discover key 
differences in sound engines, sequencing, portability, and pricing to find your match. 

Alt text: Yamaha Seqtrak. 

Key Takeaways 

●​ The Yamaha Seqtrak offers exceptional value with dual sound engines (AWM2 + 
FM), 2,000+ presets, onboard sampling, and a built-in speaker. 

●​ The Novation Circuit Tracks delivers 8 tracks (2 synth, 4 drum, 2 MIDI), full-size 5-pin 
MIDI In/Out/Thru, and 32 velocity-sensitive pads. 

●​ Yamaha's Seqtrak features dual synthesis engines providing both sample-based 
(AWM2) and FM sounds, while Circuit Tracks offers two refined polyphonic digital 
synth engines with deep editing via Components software. 

●​ The Seqtrak includes a built-in speaker for instant playback anywhere, while the 
Circuit Tracks require headphones or external speakers but offer superior integration 
with external gear. 

●​ At Sam Ash, you can get both portable grooveboxes and expert guidance, with a 
45-day return policy and multiple financing options. 

https://www.samash.com/


Portable Production: Finding Your Creative Companion 
The portable groovebox category has matured into a serious market for creative tools, with 
instruments capable of producing complete tracks anywhere inspiration strikes. The Yamaha 
Seqtrak and Novation Circuit Tracks represent two compelling options with different priorities 
and a significant price difference between them. 

The Yamaha Seqtrak emphasizes ultra-portability and immediate inspiration. Its dual sound 
engines, built-in speaker, rechargeable battery, and lightning-fast workflow make it ideal for 
capturing ideas anywhere—literally anywhere, since it needs no external gear to make 
sound. 

The Novation Circuit Tracks emphasize depth and connectivity. Its 8-track architecture, 
full-size MIDI connections, audio inputs, and acclaimed sequencer serve producers who 
want their portable device to integrate with external gear and handle more complex 
productions. 

Understanding what each groovebox excels at helps match the right tool to your workflow. 

Sam Ash: 100 Years of Music Expertise, Now Online 
Your Trusted Music Store Is Back – Stronger Than Ever 
 

 
 
Perfect Gear for Every Musician: 

●​ Electronic Drums: Complete selection from beginner-friendly kits to professional 
studio setups. Get the authentic acoustic feel with modern convenience – perfect 
for home practice and recording. 

●​ Digital Pianos & Stage Keyboards: Portable alternatives to premium acoustic 
pianos without sacrificing sound quality. Ideal for home players, live performers, 
and studio work. 

●​ Synthesizers & Music Production: A full range of analog and digital synths, 
grooveboxes, and production gear for beat-making, sound design, and studio 
sessions. 

●​ Professional Recording Gear: Everything you need for your home studio setup, 
from interfaces to monitors, backed by expert consultation for high-value 
purchases. 

 
Why Musicians Choose Sam Ash: 

https://www.samash.com/shop
https://www.samash.com/drums-and-percussion
https://www.samash.com/pianos-keyboards
https://www.samash.com/dj-production
https://www.samash.com/recording


✓ Family-owned U.S.A. 100-year legacy of music expertise​
✓ Personalized service and help from fellow pro musicians​
✓ Multiple financing options: 0% interest financing, no-credit financing, buy-now-pay-later​
✓ Large selection from the best brands in music and sound 
✓ Fast, free shipping on 1000s of items within the USA 
✓ Famous flash sales and mega deals 
 
Get Expert Guidance: 
Whether you're a savvy musician seeking confirmation or a beginner needing guidance, 
our Gear Expert Team helps ensure you make the right choice for your music and budget. 
From bedroom producers to professional studios – we've got your sound covered. 
 
SHOP SAM ASH NOW → 

Yamaha Seqtrak: Instant Inspiration 

https://www.samash.com/


Caption: The Yamaha Seqtrak represents a new category of production tool—one designed 
to capture musical ideas the instant they strike, without any setup or external gear.  

Alt text: Yamaha Seqtrak. 

Its combination of dual sound engines, built-in speaker, and rechargeable battery creates a 
truly self-contained music-making device. 

Dual Sound Engines 

The Seqtrak houses two complementary synthesis systems that expand sonic possibilities 
beyond single-engine grooveboxes. The AWM2 engine delivers Yamaha's acclaimed 
sample-based synthesis with rich, realistic instrument sounds spanning pianos, synths, 
drums, and professional-quality samples across diverse categories.  

The FM engine provides classic FM synthesis for electronic textures, offering cutting leads, 
evolving pads, metallic and bell-like tones with distinctive digital character. This dual-engine 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines


approach combines the warmth of samples with FM's unique electronic personality, offering 
broader creative options than competitors who rely on a single synthesis method. 

2,000+ Presets 

The Seqtrak arrives loaded with extensive content ready for immediate exploration. Over 
2,000 professionally crafted presets span lush pianos and shimmering synths to thundering 
drums and percussion. Regular updates via the Seqtrak app continuously expand the sonic 
palette, ensuring fresh sounds remain available long after purchase. 

Onboard Sampling 

Capture and transform your own sounds directly within the Seqtrak. Seven sound slots 
accommodate custom samples recorded at high-quality 44.1kHz/16-bit resolution.  

Built-in effects process samples immediately, allowing you to record anything from voice and 
instruments to found sounds, shaping and customizing your signature sonic identity without 
external gear. 

Lightning-Fast Workflow 

Yamaha designed the Seqtrak for immediate creativity without barriers. A three-part user 
interface provides clarity while real-time controls remain at your fingertips.  

No menu-diving or complex navigation interrupts the creative flow, and quick boot time 
means the Seqtrak stands ready when inspiration strikes. Ideas move from imagination to 
reality without interruption to the workflow. 

Seqtrak App Integration 

The companion app significantly extends Seqtrak's capabilities. It provides sound 
management and editing tools, sample loading functionality, regular content updates, and 
preset customization options. The app ensures your Seqtrak continues evolving alongside 
your creative needs. 

Price 

Available at Sam Ash for $299.99 — a significant saving from the $599.00 MSRP. Previously 
listed at $349.99, this price represents even greater value for musicians looking for a fully 
featured groovebox. This pricing makes the Seqtrak one of the most affordable fully-featured 
grooveboxes on the market, delivering dual sound engines, a built-in speaker, and onboard 
sampling. 

Novation Circuit Tracks: Connected Creativity 



Caption: The Novation Circuit Tracks approaches portable production as a compact device 
that integrates seamlessly with external gear while remaining fully capable as a standalone 
unit.  

Alt text: Novation Circuit Tracks Groovebox. 

The Circuit Tracks balances self-contained creativity with comprehensive connectivity, 
serving producers who want their portable groovebox to function as the central hub of a 
larger hardware ecosystem. 

8-Track Architecture 

More tracks enable more complex arrangements through a thoughtfully divided structure. 
Two polyphonic synth tracks feature refined digital synthesis engines with hundreds of 
artist-made presets available immediately. Deep editing through Components software 
allows you to create unique sonic palettes tailored to your production style. 

Four drum tracks let you load your own samples, with over 3 minutes of sample time 
available per pack across 64 sample slots. Built-in tools shape samples to fit your vision 
without requiring external processing. 

Two dedicated MIDI tracks control external synthesizers, sequence drum machines, and 
send notes with CC automation. These tracks effectively let you pilot your entire studio from 
a single compact device. 

https://www.samash.com/novation-circuit-tracks-groovebox-ncirtrksx


32 Velocity-Sensitive Pads 

The Circuit Tracks delivers expressive performance capability through its 32 
velocity-sensitive pads. Velocity response captures the dynamics of your playing, while RGB 
backlighting provides visual feedback during performance and programming. Tactile click 
buttons offer certainty with every press, and the entire layout is designed for intuitive 
hands-on creation. 

Comprehensive Connectivity 

Connectivity is where Circuit Tracks truly excels and distinguishes itself from competitors. 
MIDI implementation includes full-size 5-pin MIDI In, Out, and Thru connections alongside 
USB MIDI, providing complete integration options for any studio configuration. 

Audio connections feature 2 mono inputs for processing external sources through the 
internal effects, stereo left and right outputs for your main mix, and a dedicated headphone 
output for private monitoring. A 3.5mm analog sync output connects vintage gear that 
predates modern MIDI standards. 

For producers with external synthesizers, drum machines, or vintage equipment, the Circuit 
Tracks serves as a compact brain that can coordinate an entire hardware setup. 

Acclaimed Sequencer 

The Circuit Tracks sequencer has earned widespread praise for its creative flexibility. You 
can build 32-step patterns and chain them up to 256 steps per track for extended 
arrangements.  

Assigning patterns to scenes enables a complete song arrangement within the device. 
Microtiming adjustments create off-grid humanized feels, while probability settings generate 
evolving patterns that never play exactly the same way twice. The pattern-mutating function 
provides endless variation from existing sequences. 

Components Software 

Novation's Components software extends editing capabilities significantly beyond the 
hardware interface. You can dive deep into synth engine editing on screen, create custom 
patches with personalized macros, load samples and manage sample packs efficiently, build 
MIDI templates for your workflow, and backup projects for safekeeping. The software also 
provides access to downloadable artist-made sounds that expand your sonic options. 

Price 

The Novation Circuit Tracks is available at Sam Ash for $469.99 at its standard retail price. 
The Circuit Tracks' premium buys substantially expanded capabilities—full-size MIDI 
connections, 8-track architecture, 32 velocity-sensitive pads, audio inputs for external 
processing, and analog sync for vintage gear integration. 



Customer Reviews: What Users are Saying 

Novation Circuit Tracks 

Caption: One reviewer describes the Circuit Tracks as a straightforward device with 
substantial room for growth. 

Alt text: Customer review of the Circuit Tracks. 

A verified customer shares their experience with the Novation Circuit Tracks. Out of the box, 
factory sounds and presets enable endless possibilities for creating self-contained songs 
within this compact unit. Playing melodies on the pads and sequencing drums feels natural 
and intuitive. Once connected to a computer to load custom samples or adjust synth engine 
presets, the possibilities become virtually limitless. 

Yamaha Seqtrak 

Users consistently praise the Yamaha Seqtrak for its immediacy and portability. The built-in 
speaker and rechargeable battery are frequently highlighted as standout features, making it 
easy to sketch ideas anywhere without needing additional gear. Many users appreciate the 
depth of the dual sound engines, noting that the combination of AWM2 and FM synthesis 
offers a surprisingly wide sonic range for such a compact device.  

Beginners find the workflow intuitive and approachable, while more experienced producers 
enjoy the onboard sampling and app integration for deeper sound design. The value at its 
current price point is a common point of praise across reviews. 

Overall Comparison: Yamaha Seqtrak vs Novation 
Circuit Tracks Groovebox 

Feature Yamaha Seqtrak Novation Circuit Tracks 

Sam Ash Price $299.99 (save $299.01) $469.99 

MSRP $599.00 $469.99 

Sound Engines Dual (AWM2 + FM) 2 Polyphonic Digital Synths 

Presets 2,000+ Hundreds of artist-made 



Tracks 11 (5 drum + 3 synth + 2 FM 
+ 1 sampler) 

8 (2 synth + 4 drum + 2 MIDI) 

Pads Touch surface 32 RGB velocity-sensitive 

Sequencer Advanced sequencing 32-step (chainable to 256) 

Onboard Sampling Yes (7 slots, 44.1kHz/16-bit) Yes (3+ minutes per pack) 

Built-in Speaker Yes No 

Battery Rechargeable (built-in) Rechargeable (~4 hours) 

MIDI Yes Full-size 5-pin In/Out/Thru 

Audio Inputs Not specified 2 mono inputs 

Analog Sync Not specified Yes (3.5mm out) 

Software Integration Seqtrak app Components + Sound Collective 

Why Buy Your Groovebox from Sam Ash 

At Sam Ash, we eliminate uncertainty by connecting you with our Gear Expert Team, who've 
logged countless hours on both the Seqtrak and Circuit Tracks. They understand the 
nuances that specifications alone can't convey and can help you discover which workflow 
clicks with how you actually make music. 

But the relationship doesn't end at checkout. Our 45-day return policy recognizes that studio 
chemistry takes time to develop. Live with your groovebox, run it through real sessions, and 
make sure it earns its place in your setup. If it doesn't inspire you the way you expected, you 
have room to reconsider. 

We sweeten the deal with practical benefits that protect your investment. Free shipping on 
orders over $49 gets your new gear to you at no additional cost. Our multiple financing 
options ensure pricing is accessible, while our 60-day price protection guarantee ensures 
you won't see a lower price and feel buyer's remorse.  

Since 1924, Sam Ash has operated as a family-owned business with one mission: serving 
musicians at every stage of their journey. That century of experience means our support 
team understands the questions you'll have after unboxing—from initial setup and workflow 
optimization to integration challenges and everything in between. Your groovebox purchase 
is just the beginning of the conversation. 

Shop our collection today! 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

https://www.samash.com/
https://www.samash.com/return-policy-2024
https://www.samash.com/shipping-faq
https://www.samash.com/drum-machines


Does the Seqtrak really have a built-in speaker? 

Yes, the Yamaha Seqtrak includes a built-in speaker, allowing you to make music without 
any external gear—no headphones or speakers required. This is a significant advantage for 
true grab-and-go portability and instant idea capture. 

Can I connect external synths to the Seqtrak? 

Yes, the Seqtrak includes MIDI connectivity for external gear. However, the Circuit Tracks 
offer more comprehensive integration, with full-size 5-pin MIDI In/Out/Thru, audio inputs, and 
analog sync—making them better suited for complex hardware setups. 

Which has better sampling capability: the Yamaha Seqtrak or the 
Novation Circuit Tracks Groovebox? 

The Seqtrak offers 7 sample slots at 44.1kHz/16-bit quality. The Circuit Tracks provide over 
3 minutes of sample time (196.6 seconds after firmware update) across 64 slots per pack. 
Circuit Tracks offers more sample time and slots, while Seqtrak integrates sampling with 
dual synthesis engines. 

Can I get both the Yamaha Seqtrak and Novation Circuit Tracks at Sam 
Ash? 

Yes, Sam Ash carries both the Yamaha Seqtrak and Novation Circuit Tracks portable 
grooveboxes. You can compare specifications and pricing on our website, and our electronic 
music specialists are available to answer questions and help you determine which 
groovebox best matches your creative workflow.  

*Note: Pricing and/or product availability mentioned in this post are subject to change. 
Please check our website for current pricing and stock information before making a 
purchase. 
 

https://www.samash.com/drum-machines
https://www.samash.com/
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