
Develop Your Syllabus for Service-Learning 
A Boise State University Service-Learning Faculty Resource 

 
The following outline and examples will help you develop a strong SL syllabus and 

supplementary docs. 

 

— NOTE:   Choose the components that fit your course (not all elements will apply). 

Items to include: 

Service-Learning Rationale and Description 

Explain what SL is, why you are using it, and what students will gain. 

■​ See sample syllabus language to explain SL and benefits. 

■​ If you provide SL as an option, consider this syllabus language for “SL option” 

■​ Provide a summary or overview of the SL, including purpose, community partner, project 

activities, and outcomes. 

SL learning objectives 

Outline the learning objectives (academic, personal/career, and civic learning) for the SL 

experience. Clarify how the SL connects with the course learning outcomes. 

Transparency with assignments related to SL 

Consider using an assignment format like this SL assignment template to add clarity and 

transparency. 

Specify assessment criteria 

Specify how students will be assessed and how they will demonstrate what they have learned 

from the service. 

 

For assessing SL reflection, see SL Reflection Rubric examples. 

https://www.boisestate.edu/servicelearning/faculty/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LCvS_owoL7M3GLk9mcqtBKMR_nJXzCM363TMA88IE-g/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.7rwuvig92i00
https://www.boisestate.edu/servicelearning/students/benefits-of-sl/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pr7ZMujRJUswOURJaDMgUz26OBEegplR3085gXFSPCg/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ptkds6zh7mvu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yyeh7yNDCSbl6incbgxXGb1ZFE6CKKg5JL5UhbXrlbk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gn1n7n1buhob
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iF1wVzgM1CqO-BfEA4uRrLb6rMn1BPBoo9a55ZsAPk8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uP8VuW5NLHW0127mxXVIUGsZm1Uz_OZ88RtonV0Q8dE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RDViuNS6VHbt28ZB12wvL8Dj1wu6-9zC/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108629402252998093945&rtpof=true&sd=true


Explain processes 

■​ If students can design their own project, consider using the “Student Initiated Project” 

form and tip sheet on the SL forms page 

Establish benchmarks 

Establish benchmarks or a timeline for contacting the community organization and beginning 

and completing service. 

 

See Sample Course Timeline. 

Clarify policies and reporting lines 

■​ State your expectations for students’ accountability to their community partner (see 

example under section 4) 

■​ Clarify your process for addressing challenges 

■​ Give a cut-off date for changing projects (week six is usually manageable.) 

Review risk management 

Include language about accountability and risk management, if appropriate. (See Risk 

management steps for faculty). 

 

Contact KaraBrascia@boisestate.edu for assistance. 

https://www.boisestate.edu/servicelearning/about/forms/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R6v1yhGFbltU648E3lByQB_ilJLDbH3p6_vYSFzhvwA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.64u1wfcpp1c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LCvS_owoL7M3GLk9mcqtBKMR_nJXzCM363TMA88IE-g/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.drfoafhhoz19
https://www.boisestate.edu/servicelearning/risk-management-and-safety/
https://www.boisestate.edu/servicelearning/risk-management-and-safety/
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