
How were the roads built, and by whom?
(Key)

You will use four sources to answer the questions.

Featured Source A: Excerpts from De Architecture, Book VII by Marcus Vitruvius Pollio

1. Paragraph 1 describes the bottom layer of a Roman road. What was it made of?

Th� bo�o� laye� wa� mad� of large� stone� of roc�.

2. Paragraph 3 describes the second, third, and fourth layers. What were they
made of?

Second layer - Th� secon� laye� wa� mad� of smalle� stone� an� lim�.

Third layer - Th� thir� laye� wa� mad� of cla� an� lim�.

Fourth layer - Th� fou�t� laye� (if presen�) wa� mad� of ston� sla�� o� tile�.

3. What does paragraph 4 say about how the tiles in the fourth (top) layer should be
finished?

Th� tile� shoul� b� lai� wit� th� prope� slop�, bu� the� th� edge� ha� t� b�
rubbe� o� s� ther� woul� b� n� risin� edge�. The� neede� t� b� perfectl� smoot�
wit� n� hollo�� no� ridge�.

Featured Source B: A diagram of a cross section of a Roman Road found at:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cross_sectional_diagram_of_an_idealized_Ro
man_road_found_in_Britain.png

4. Give the name of each layer and tell what makes up the four layers on the
diagram, starting with the bottom layer and going up.

1st (bottom) layer: Statume� - Larg� stone�
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2nd layer: Rudu� - Broke� stone� an� pebble�

3rd layer: Nucleu� - Cemente� o� compacte� san�, cla�, grave�, o� chal�

4th layer (if present): Summu� Do�su� - Ston� sla��

5. Do these four layers match the four layers described in Featured Source A?

Ye�, the� d�.

Featured Source C: A website describing how Roman roads were built and is found at:
https://www.geotech.hr/en/ancient-roman-roads-a-monument-to-history-and-road-constr
uction/#:~:text=The%20vast%20Roman%20Empire%20boasted,the%20empire%20and
%20its%20expansion

6. Approximately how long was the whole network of Roman roads?

Ove� 400,000 kilomete��

7. How many kilometers of the roads were paved? Can you calculate what percent
of the road system that would be?

Ove� 80,500 kilomete��, s� abou� 20% of th� roa� s�ste� wa� pave�

8. Who were the builders of the roads?

Th� road� wer� mainl� buil� b� th� Roma� legionnaire� (soldie��).
Enginee�� wer� membe�� of th� arm�.

9. Look at Figure 2, the illustration of a cross section of a Roman road. Do the
names of the four layers agree with what you learned from Featured Source B?

Ye�, the� d� agre�.
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Featured Source D: A website that contains a video about how the Roman roads were
built and is found at: https://www.calzadaromanadelpirineo.eus/en/roman-roads/ .
Watch the video and answer these questions.

10.First, what had to be cleared away before a Roman road could be built?

Forest� wer� cleare�

11. List all of the natural and human resources that building a road required.

Roc� of variou� size�, lim�, cla�, ston� sla�� o� tile�, manpowe�, tim� spen�
plannin� an� buildin�

Performance Task:
Write a paragraph that tells the following: Who the builders of the roads were, what
each layer was called, and what resources/costs would have been required to build the
roads.

Th� Roma� road� wer� mainl� buil� b� th� Roma� soldie��. Th� road� wer�
mad� u� of fou� laye��. Th� bo�o� laye� wa� calle� th� statume�, an� wa� mad� u� of
larg� stone�. Th� nex� laye� wa� calle� rudu�, an� wa� smalle� o� broke� stone� an�
pebble�. Th� thir� laye� wa� calle� nucleu�, an� wa� cemente� o� compacte� san�, cla�,
grave�, o� chal�. Th� fina� laye� (if presen�) wa� calle� summu� do�su�, an� wa�
mad� of ston� sla�� tha� wer� sande� smoot�. Al� of thes� laye�� require� a�
abundanc� of natura� an� huma� resource�. Th� natura� resource� wer�: roc� of
variou� size�, lim�, cla�, an� ston� sla�� o� tile�. Th� huma� resource� wer�: a�
enormou� amoun� of manpowe� an� tim� spen� plannin� an� buildin�.
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