Northwest Cabarrus Middle School
5140 Northwest Cabarrus Drive
Concord, NC 28027

Dear Parent or Guardian,

The Seventh Grade Teachers have put together a phenomenal Charleston, SC trip this year that will provide both
educational and cultural experiences enriching our 7" grade curriculum. Please carefully read the following
information.

WHERE
Seventh grade students will be taking a two day/one-night trip to Charleston, SC. The cost of the trip
will be approximately $349, depending on the number of students who attend. The total amount for the
trip will be revised based on the number of students attending.

WHO
All 7™ grade students who conduct themselves appropriately according to school rules throughout the
school year are eligible.

WHEN
The group will depart the morning of Thursday, April 23, 2026, and will return the evening of Friday,
April 24, 2026. Students will need transportation to arrive at school by 6:00 AM on Thursday and will
need to be picked up after regular hours on Friday. Students must attend the entire trip from departure to
arrival. No early parent pick-up is permitted.

WHAT IS INCLUDED?
Charter bus transportation, 1-night hotel accommodations with security, tour guides, admissions to
attractions, and meals are included in the price. Souvenirs are not included.

PAYMENTS
The total cost of the trip is $349. The first payment (deposit) of $110 and the permission slip is due on or
before October 18, 2025. The deposit is NON-REFUNDABLE. All payments for this trip will be made
directly to Emerald Student Travel. Northwest Cabarrus Middle School will not be collecting money for
this trip. Payments will be collected via an online website. The link to the payment website can be found
on the school webpage. The payment schedule is listed below.

Payment Schedule

October 17, 2025 $110 non-refundable deposit
November 14, 2025 $110
March 6, 2026 $129 - final payment will be revised based on the number of

students attending

You may pay the balance in full at any time, but the first $110 non-refundable deposit MUST be
paid by October 17, 2025, in order to secure your child a spot on the trip. Exceptions to this will be made
only for students who enroll at our school after October 17, 2025.

Any student who owes money to the cafeteria, WILL NOT be able to attend the Charleston, SC trip.

REFUNDS
Students who are disqualified or unable to go will lose all or part of the money for the trip as the cost is
based upon the number of students going. All students disqualified or unable to attend after October
17, 2025, will forfeit the initial deposit of $110. All refund requests must be submitted via email directly



to Mrs. McKenzie at susan.mckenzie@cabarrus.k12.nc.us. Once approved, the request will be sent
directly to Emerald Student Travel to refund the student. If a student needs to cancel their trip prior to the
final payment, they will be given a full refund, minus the $110 non-refundable deposit, once approved
for their extenuating circumstances. If a student needs to cancel their trip after the final payment is due,
there will be no refund.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

Participation in this trip is based upon students conducting themselves appropriately throughout the school
year. A student who receives any of the following will lose his/her privilege to attend the Charleston, SC
trip:

e Any Out of School Suspension (OSS) starting October 17, 2025, through the day of departure

e Students with In School Suspension (ISS) during the 2" Semester

e More than 10 days unexcused absences for the year starting October 17, 2025, through the day of

departure

CHAPERONES
Our chaperone group will consist of school staff and parents. Students will be assigned to a chaperone
group. There will be approximately 10 students per chaperone. Students must stay with chaperones at all
times! NO EXCEPTIONS!
If you are interested in being a parent chaperone, please send Mrs. Susan McKenzie a message on Parent
Square by October 17, 2025. Interested parents will receive a link from Mrs. McKenzie to a form that
must be completed. Each parent that is selected will be required to have an updated background check
completed and will also be required to pay for his/her own cost of the trip. The chaperone price is $404
and will have double occupancy. We anticipate more parents than needed so we will select parent
chaperones by a random drawing. DO NOT MAKE CHAPERONE PAYMENTS UNTIL YOU HAVE
HEARD FROM MRS. MCKENZIE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN SELECTED.

ITINERARY
Our itinerary will include the following events/activities:
e Charleston Museum
e South Carolina Aquarium
e Walking Tour in historic downtown Charleston
e Barrier Eco Tour
e Patriots Point and the USS Yorktown aircraft carrier

ROOMING INFORMATION
There will be 4 students assigned to each hotel room. Each hotel room will have 2 full/queen sized beds
which students will share among the 4 of them. All students who have paid will have the opportunity to
choose his/her roommates. Students will choose roommates sometime in February. All rooming
assignments will be reviewed by teachers and administrators. If any damage is done to the room by your
child, it will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian to pay the damages to the hotel.

MEALS
All meals while on the trip are included in the total price of the trip. Students may want to bring snacks for
the bus and at the hotel room.

Students not going on the trip will attend school as usual with assignments based on the 7th grade curriculum.
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. McKenzie at susan.mckenzie@cabarrus.k12.nc.us.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Chasity Szabo Mrs. Susan McKenzie
Principal/7"™ Grade Administrator 7™ Grade Trip Coordinator



Please complete, sign, and return this form to your child’s homeroom teacher by Friday, October 17, 2025, along
with the first payment paid online.

My child has permission to participate in the 7 grade trip on

April 23-24, 2026, to Charleston, SC. I have read and understand all the information provided about the trip and
the total cost of $349 I understand that the $110 dep0s1t is NON-REFUNDABLE I also understand that if my

he non- refundable$1 10 deposnand p osmbly other funds if they cannot be recovered

Please check below:

I am paying the $110 NON-REFUNDABLE deposit by October 17, 2025, and will follow the payment
schedule.

My child, will not be going on this trip and will attend school as
scheduled on those days.

Student Name:

Student Signature:

Student’s Homeroom Teacher:

Parent Name:

Parent signature:

Date:




