Environmental Justice Reading Group:
EJ + Cities

Meeting Feb. 8 at 5:30pm (NY time)

Google Meets link

About the reading arou

Here are the NYU Environmental Law Society’s recommendations for things to read, watch, and
listen to for the EJ + Cities session of the EJ Reading Group. Urban planning will likely be a
frame for our conversation, so if you can’t read anything else, we suggest you read something
from that section. As always, please feel free to bring anything you've read, seen, heard, or
experienced into the discussion!

Urban Planning in General, and Who Gets to Do It

Recommended starter: Noxious New York, (interview with WE ACT activist Cecil
Corbin-Mark), Gotham Gazette

Also recommended: The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York by

Robert Caro. review — a landmark study (book review), Oliver Burkeman, The Guardian
(we’d recommend the full book were it not 1,200 pp)

The Meaning of Urban Environmental Justice, Michel Gelobter, Fordham Urban Law
Journal

As Rising Heat Bakes U.S. Cities. The Poor Offen Feel It Most, Meg Anderson & Sean
McMinn (NPR segment, c. 8 min. listen, recommend reading for the literal heat maps)
The Infrastructures of Equity and Environmental Justice, Marccus D Hendricks (PhD

dissertation; recommend just the abstract and section intros)

Industrial & Public Housing Siting

Environmental Justice in Chicaqgo: It's Been One Battle After Another, NRDC (short read)

Poisonous Homes: The Fight for Environmental Justice in Federally Assisted Housing,
Shriver Center on Poverty Law, Earthjustice (report, long but executive summary is
valuable on its own)

Freeways & Tailpipes

Recommended: 'The Wrong Complexion For Protection.' How Race Shaped America's

Roadways And Cities (NPR segment, c. 4 min, or read)
Nominee Buttigieq Vows To Dismantle ‘Racist’ Freeways, Aaron Short, Streetsblog NYC

Environmental racism in the Bronx: Why the asthma rate is so high in the borough (PIX

11 News segment, c. 5 min or read transcript)



https://meet.google.com/cso-eihg-mep
https://www.law.nyu.edu/studentorganizations/els/readinggroup
https://www.gothamgazette.com/index.php/environment/3527-noxious-new-york
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/oct/23/the-power-broker-robert-moses-and-the-fall-of-new-york-robert-caro-review
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/oct/23/the-power-broker-robert-moses-and-the-fall-of-new-york-robert-caro-review
https://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/ulj/vol21/iss3/19/
https://www.npr.org/2019/09/03/754044732/as-rising-heat-bakes-u-s-cities-the-poor-often-feel-it-most
https://oaktrust.library.tamu.edu/bitstream/handle/1969.1/161342/HENDRICKS-DISSERTATION-2017.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/environmental-justice-chicago-its-been-one-battle-after-another
https://www.povertylaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/environmental_justice_report_final-rev2.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/05/887386869/how-transportation-racism-shaped-america
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/05/887386869/how-transportation-racism-shaped-america
https://usa.streetsblog.org/2020/12/22/us-dot-nominee-buttigieg-vows-to-dismantle-racist-freeways/
https://www.pix11.com/news/created-equal/environmental-racism-in-the-bronx-why-the-asthma-rate-is-so-high-in-the-borough

City Council Moves on Environmental Health, But What About Tailpipes?, Noah Kazis,
Streetsblog NYC

EJ Atlas entry on the Cross-Bronx Expressway

Freeways Almost Ruined San Francisco, City Beautiful (video, 9 min) (case study in
local opposition to highway construction, and gives a sense of how midcentury federal
and state transit policies carved up cities)

Transit/Transport Siting

Recommended: Streetfilms: Fixing the Subway is About Racial and Economic Justice
Streetsblog NYC (video, 2 min)

'The Wrong Complexion For Protection.' How Race Shaped America's Roadways And
Cities (NPR segment, c. 4 min, or read) [also included in the “Freeways” section]

Black History Matters: The Case for an Arturo Alfonso Schomburg Subway Station,
Florentino & Jordan, Streetsblog NYC (a different facet of urban EJ -- the naming of our
physical environment)

Community Organizing

Recommended: “Neither the Destruction of the Ninth Ward Nor the South Bronx Was
Inevitable” — Majora Carter on the Struggle for Environmental Justice, Democracy Now
(video of Ted Talk by Majora Carter, c. 20 min, or read transcript)

The Blackest City in the US is facing an environmental justice nightmare, Drew Costley,
The Guardian (fairly short)

WeAct page on access to green spaces in the city



https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2010/05/18/city-council-moves-on-environmental-health-but-what-about-tailpipes/
https://ejatlas.org/conflict/cross-bronx-highway
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_nSvy8jcNbU
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2019/02/26/streetfilms-fixing-the-subway-is-about-racial-and-economic-justice/
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/05/887386869/how-transportation-racism-shaped-america
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/05/887386869/how-transportation-racism-shaped-america
https://nyc.streetsblog.org/2020/07/03/black-history-matters-the-case-for-an-arturo-alfonso-schomburg-subway-station/
https://www.democracynow.org/2010/7/22/neither_the_destruction_of_the_9th
https://www.democracynow.org/2010/7/22/neither_the_destruction_of_the_9th
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jan/09/the-blackest-city-in-the-is-us-facing-an-environmental-justice-nightmare
https://www.weact.org/2020/08/public-green-spaces-racism-heat-and-barriers-to-access/
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