AR: BP 6173: Education of Homeless Students
Educating Homeless Youth: McKinney-Vento
Resolving Enrollment Disputes

If a dispute arises over student eligibility, school selection, or enrollment in a particular school, the matter
shall be referred to the district liaison, who shall carry out the dispute resolution process as expeditiously
as possible. (42 USC 11432)

The parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be provided with a written explanation of any
decisions related to eligibility, school selection, or enrollment and of the right of the parent/guardian or
unaccompanied youth to appeal such decisions. (42 USC 11432)

The written explanation shall include:
1. A description of the action proposed or refused by the district
2. An explanation of why the action is proposed or refused

3. A description of any other options the district considered and the reasons that any other options were
rejected

4. A description of any other factors relevant to the district's decision and information related to the
eligibility or best interest determination including the facts, witnesses, and evidence relied upon and their
sources

5. Appropriate timelines to ensure any relevant deadlines are not missed
6. Contact information for the district liaison and state coordinator, and a brief description of their roles

The written explanation shall be complete, as brief as possible, simply stated, and provided in a language
that the parent/guardian or student can understand.

Laguna Beach Unified School District Explanation of Decision-Related to Eligibility, School Selection, or
Enrollment Form

The district liaison may use an informal process as an alternative to formal dispute resolution procedures,
provided that the parents/guardians or unaccompanied youth have access to the more formal process if
informal resolution is not successful in resolving the matter.

In working with a student's parents/guardians or unaccompanied youth to resolve an enrollment dispute,
the district liaison shall:

1. Inform them that they may provide written and/or oral documentation to support their position

2. Inform them that they may seek the assistance of social services, advocates, and/or service providers in
having the dispute resolved
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3. Provide them a simple form that they may use and turn in to the school to initiate the dispute resolution
process: Laguna Beach Unified McKinney-Vento Dispute Resolution Form

4. Provide them a copy of the dispute form they submit for their records
5. Provide them the outcome of the dispute for their records

If a parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth disagrees with the liaison's enrollment decision, he/she may
appeal the decision to the Superintendent. The Superintendent shall make a determination within five
working days.

If the parent/guardian chooses to appeal the district's placement decision, the district liaison shall forward
all written documentation and related paperwork to the homeless liaison at the county office of education.

Pending final resolution of the dispute, including all available appeals, the student shall be immediately
enrolled in the school in which enrollment is sought and shall be allowed to attend classes and participate
fully in school activities. (42 USC 11432, 11434a)
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