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Veterans Supporting Veterans

important by Providing facts as they occurreq with the problems of the American Legion Post 83 of
Merced. The facts will show, dates, People names (good 8uys & bad), people F-Mauils relating o said
problems(s) and many wrong doings (unexcused behavior by many including officials),

Diplomatic measures were tried but failed on many levels, my ideals of my own opinions,




* Several more reports were sent to many officials, including local eity officials

* The proper authorities (police, sheriffs and district attorney’s office) failed o protect veterans that were being assauited constantly

* Several members quit the post duri 2r and continual to leave post 83. What was the membership count then and now?

* American Legion member sided local and employed by PG&E Corporation departed the area afier several threats
* Several E-Mails (as evidence) with muligple listing of names sending and veceiving throughout the period in question

* Several names and or witnesses are available to testify if needed




To whom it may concern,

Anmerican Legion Post 83, Merced Californin

November 3, 2022

My involvement with post 83 was because of my father, he was a member there and so I became a member in the early 90s. At the
beginning, my experience with the post was very good, my wife became g member with the post auxiliary unit and later an officer of the
American Legion Distries level, we became volunteers throughout the years, | became an officer and | believe I representeq post 83,
Veterans and community very well,

officer, I created a ey PIOSIaN: consisting of a write-up of the post Veterans, | would select a memper introducing
he/she to the whole membersk, with interviews angd background information of said person, also known as “Legionnaire of the month, "
which was added in the post monthly newsletter that went out to all members vig mail,

wject, I research the memorial building and notice there Was no corner stone, I created o project to have a corner stone

Placed on mam- menorial historical building, | then apply for a $500.00 GRANT from the ciy of Merced and won. The project
was completed when the corner Stone was installed on the Jfront entrance vig the main buildi

Ak anew project, constructed a sidewall: in front of the building Providing a safer and more accessible via the front entrance
without crossing over the lawn and mud during winter weather: 1 prepared the designated areq by digging and removing much dirt, then
Jramed the walloway, malking ready for pouring the cement Jrom the left side to the vight side of the front, Jacing the building.

AEEL A new event, celebrating the Marine Corps Birthday Ceremony on November 10th with a 8uest of over 150 for the Jfirst time
ever at the Memorigl Building (according to members).

hip from the American
ultimately starting o new Veterans Nonprofit (Mccy)
Such issues were of a complete disvegard of non-motorcycle members, constantly challenging and Vviolating post policy & procedures and
it's By-Laws. Their mentality were of prejudice and racially motivated the area and shockingly supported by city officials,

including the Mayor, which was on the motorcycles members E-Magil list and well aware of said issyes and ongoing battles,

Chasing off and removing non-motorcycle members from the post roster/membership

Physically and verbally assaulting Veteran member, including q past commander (Ernie Amezcua), other officers Jimmi Lee, George
Starling, Jimmy Bowman, myself (R.R. Villegas, Jr.) and many more,

Carrying a Firearm inside the building and often brandishing it

Chasing off & removing VEW members from the property to gain control




To whom it may concern, December 3, 2022

American Legion Post 83, Merced California

ADDITIONAL NOTES

- Davic ill Bak were the leaders, “Troublemakers,” habitually causing dificultiesproblems by inciting others to ey
ose

* Ro R

conduct the policy, actions, and affairs of it'’s organization and jt's peaple/membership, officially giving them the right to vote and govern
the post and changing it's By-Laws.

gy olecien

am); Ime members (mostly seniors) of post 83 were being challenged and verbally attack, the motorcycle mentality showing
1o respect nor giving any, while Staying on course with their agenda of a takegyey (coup). Many forms of threats were visible, verbally,
Physical, brandishing of a gun/weapon and more,

John Bain and Vic Hulber; was able to file formal charges against David Tucker and Bill Baker thry the American
Legion District process, the Sinal results were Suspension from the American Legion post 83 for a full year for the two, yet the m le
&roup were in full control of the American Legion post 83 and stij] allowed them two to remain active within the post violating the
American Legion District authority,




May 14, 2012 at 9:35 PM

i Ll = B

The meeting eventually took place, but Commander Tucker of the American Legion continued to deny a fellow veteran organization access to the hut that they have occupled for
many years, it's definitely & sad situation and a disgrace to all veterans that this is taking place. Let's just hope that this all gets resolved on Wednesday.

| attended the meeting and it was very inconvenient since many VFW members are hard of hearing and the in the easy wing are horrible and some members could not hear
anything.

Let's all plan on attending the meeting on Wednesday and make some positive changes.

On May 14, 2012, at 7:27 PM,

> conduct their monthly meeting in their place of business, which is known as the "Hut", The Mercec

» Palice were called at the property 938 West Main Street (aka) The Veterans Memarial Building and |

> left the area soon after. What would our Fathers and Grandfathers think of this selfisnness,

-

> Silver Star Medal holder Al Tarres was in dishelief. he had just driven down from Atwater for the meeting,
> he now use a walker to get around and | could not bear to watch any longer without getting invalved, so |
> left the area. This is killing me not being able to help. 1 hope election clay we could make change.



May 23, 2012 at 7:51 PM

. ASSAULT COMPLAINT 05/16/2012

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Fact (1) I originally Voted for this current Administration because | got tired of Carlos, Margarete and Ernie,
Fact (2) I've been working with Bill & Dave for the past year and have first hand knowledge of events.

focus might turn on me.
Fact (7) Treceived a Hemia due to an unsafe work environment this Administration condones,
Fact (8) Iknew months ago about the removal of VFW members from the Hut,
Fact (9) Much. Much More...........



Assault Complaint 05/16/2012 [Attachment (B)]

Our annual Valentines Dance was a suceess, yet 2™ Vice Commander Denpis Nichols was
pressured to resigned. Later on, revenues of the Dance was estimated about g $6,000.00 Evens,

American Legion Riders Chapter 83 (Program) Charter turns two years old,

Up a conversation with me, expressed my concerns/complaint of the ongoing incidents and that
it was my responsibility as an Officer of the Post to express my opinion. He replied, “I am loyal
to my Brother,” and towards the end of ouy conversation he implied (BLACKMAIL) to me.
Stating, “If you keeping making complaints, what makes you think the focus won't turn on you
and be used against you.” T went back to cutting the lawn when it hit me, he had Just implied
(BLACKMAIL), I immediately drop what I was doing and Confronted him, I stated that we are
friends and I have nothing to hide, so bring it on. He changed the subject. Later on that week I
informed the Post Commander and it wag ignored. The Commander and Adjutant are Brothers
which is a constant conflict of interest at the Post.

ay 2
I was diagnosed with g Hernia by my Health Provider at the VA Hospital, Fresno, I am Retired
nor employed, we've concluded the only place where I could have possibly injured myself was at
the post where I do volun - May 4,2012 1 informed the Commander and 1* Vice Commander,
reminding them of the unsafe work environment, | was ignored.

0

before our Membership Elections, I E-Maij friends why I could not, nor will mot support this
current Administration. Gene Hamill gave this information to the Commander before the
membership meeting took Place. Also should be mentioned, Mr, Hamill is q member of the post
and employed by the Accounting Firm which handles the Post Financial Records, Furthermore,
Mr. Hamill originally came to me with the Proposal of making g change within oup
Admi!listmtion by voting against the current Administration because of the many issues and or

May 18, 2012
Commander Tucker called me at my home from his cell phone - to inform me that 1
have a certain amount of time to get my complaint, evidence & witnesses into the Office and that

he has witnesses of this notification taken Place. I informed District Commandey Griffen.



e ey, GUEE D, 2012 17:43 AM

Re: Assault Complaint 05/16/2012 —

e ——— .
Distriet Commander Gri .

[ am very concern of Retaliation against my wife, fellow
They try to manipulate anything and cverything to their

members and associates by these Bulli
Threatening Enviroument which, "The Riders"

ies, they have full control of Post 83.
advantage. The Post nceds to continue on without n Hostile,
have created this past yenr.




Tussday, June 5, 2012 10:47 Ay R -
e —

District Commander Griffen,

Even though; many members have tried to address their concerns interaally and without
very little success because the diafogue was always ope sided. the desperate Broup decided
to wait and exercise thejr right via Diplomatic measures by changing the Administration,
which ended in chaos. Attachment (E) should be my Inst following complaint 05/16/2012,

loﬁemq:euedmyserfm many members that 1 am nmalthePouttobepopularnurgainw
type of incentive, 1 am only here to protect and preserve for Veterans and Lenjoy it immensely.
1am willing to resign my position as officer and remove my membership if necessary in ordar
to protect Vetorans.  Sadly, 1 don't Jike the ideal of submitting any complaint to our upper
echelon. s Thad no choice in the mater. Icmhmabwl@mumofm

1File 165kB

L. 1eka -



' May 18, 2012
San Francisco American Legion Headquarters
Mr. John B. Bartos, Esg. Lepartment Judge Advocate)

San Francisco, California 94102
Telephone #
E- Mail:

Ref: Misrepresentation of Veterans Organization
American Legion Post 83 (Merced)
M. Bartos,

This very moment I am fearful for my Life, I am in no condition to protect/defend
myself from any type of Physical attack. I am 2 Marine of eight years & a Persian Gulf Veteran
and normally, back down from very little. However, I was verbally assaulted along with
combative suggestive attempts made on my life by the Post Commander (Dave Tucker), 1* Vice
Commander (Bill Baker) and Rider membey (Randy Madden). Also, Bill Bakers wife and
daughter (Auxiliary members) join the attack with ext; Ine viciousmess, This all took place May
16, 2012 at the Veterans Memorial Building, 939 West Main Street, Merced. Please Intervene by
removing these individuals until an Investigation is completed, our Post needs to continue on
with its normal operations without intimidation & g hostile environment which they have created
this past year,

Events prior to the assault, May 16, 2012 Post General membership commence at 1900, towards
the end, elections followed for mew Officers and completed. After the meeting I went to
congratulate Commander Tucker on winning a second term, I extended my hand out and he
refused it and said, “Dig Du_thin] wouldn't fine ab E-Mail, ¢ :

bbing cut-throat,” Iﬂd"iﬁ

rafg

backstabl ed him not to threaten noy touch me, we said some other words
and decided to take it to the office and confront Gene Hamill on the E-Mail | sent earlier that
day. Inside the office Commander Tucker ranted again aggressively, especially when Gene
Hamill confirm that he had prior knowledge about exercising our rights through diplomacy by
voting in favor of change within our Administration. Commander Tucker continued on with g
hostile threatening manner, moving about in a circular motion, removing his cap and throwing it
down, moving in eloser to my face. Again I advised Commander Tucker not to touch nor
threaten me, that's when he ordered us to leave. Gene Hamill and I went outside to leave the
area, that's when I got confronted by 1% Vice Commander Bill Baker and his crew.,

Bills wife and daughter started at me with obscenities, their belligerence escalated immediately
into a frenzy of firee for all, that's when 1* Vice Commander charged at me with the impression of
hitting me, Immediately, I reminded him and his crew that | could mot protect myself due to my
Hernia and I was not intimidated by them, Furthermore I stated, I have the right to express my
comcerns up the Chain of Command and I advised the ladies that am the Veteran here and they
need to leave the area of this Organization, Again Bill Baker charged at me, inches from my face
(He towers over me in height, I am 5's and he is over G tall). At this time Randy Madden takes
an aggressive stance mext to Bills right side facing me off to my left, both with attacking position.
I covered up my mid-section and reminded them again, that I couldn't protect myself because of



About the third time around, Commander Tucker, who proceeded to exit the office behind us,
advised Bill Baker and his crew to go home and ordered me off the property because he had just
(86) me from the area. I turn o him and said, “That's what I am talking about, you protect your
friends and (86) me.” I should mentioned, Bill Barker threaten to sue me over the E-Mail and I

courfroom facing a Judge. After ey ing was over I went to the Police Station and filed a
formal complaint (Incident Repo Merced Police Department, 611 West 22 Street,
Merced Ca. 95340, Telephone (209) 385-6912,

I have first hand knowledge of many incidents at our Post only because I am totally involved with
Post functions, working side by side with these individuals. If I don't agree with something that
don't look right to me, I would try several attempts to help correct these situations before filing
any type of complaint, Throughout my time serving as the Historian Officer, I often seek-ed
advise from my semior members, included several Past Commanders, I was advised mot to file
any complaints until Post Elections were over to see if we can make a positive change through
Diplomacy.

I believe I had no choice but to 20 up the Chain of Command in order to protect the American
Legion Post 83 and its many members. It is a very hostile environment with a bikers mentality
here at Post 83, it is very damgerous for our many semior members and anyome who dares to
challenge and or question anything concerning methods of operations. We are desperate and in
need of some assistance from g higher level, please take action before someone gets hurt badly.

Page 2 of 2
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SR L
" Update Request,
District Commander Griffin,

Ithas been Gifty-four days since American Legion Post (43) Elections & fifty-two days
since the filing of my Complaint (May 18, 2012). Even though I wag Assaulted, and
illegally (86 D) from the Oxguniznﬁ_on, L have been Steadfust coneerning the Qutcome

affest my Family, My Wife, Sistcr and Nicce arc members of Post (83) Auxiliary Unit and
my Nephew & I are members of the SAL's (83).
Please update me on the status of my Complaint(On-Going Situation),




Thanks to all that attended the Past Meeting tonight, I think we had an outstanding
fumout. the majority werc representing Veterans Colors, which was Awcsome, In my
opinian, we gained some ground hack from this unofficial Administration.

! was impressed to sec the State Department Commander, the District Commander and

everal other Officials come down to lel us know that they are well aware of our Complaints
and they are on it and that they advised the Post {0 have areelection on the Commanders
and one E-Bourd member slot only. (Awesome) Which means Dave Tucker and are going
to have another chance at it, Hopefully and I say Hopefully again that they don't end up
Killing Me, Ha. Ha, Ha,

First Vice Commander will remain to the new Elected Officer George Starling (Outstanding)

He will be a very important assist to the Administration, not to mentioned for Veterans,

Now, don't get me wrong, Bill Baker tried to keep his chuir by requesting a re-vote on the

First Vice Commander Position. The State Department Commander refused him, (OQutstanding)

Rfekm!gnudmhwmhnpommupklismingmdmpmingm We are doing a good
job guys, keep up the good work, Alsa, FYT SR, j.;5! made 2nd Vice at the Post
Auxiliary and at the District Leve), she's an Awesome Sport and if you sce her, give her "Hell”
Nowmnmbnrwhmﬂtel.imeeomesmWte.thiswlllhewrlwehmumsnditnuwmmrail,
Tcan not do this alone, T got this far because of you, if given the chance, we'll make a difference,

I‘iilmpinmu:hm!ormmwawlim God Speed.

o

R
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from Post 83 1st Vige
DearCmmmderGﬁfﬁn,

I sincerely appreciate your involvement in the troubles at Post §3. It is with a measure of regret that I must inform you of yet another issue of conduet
unbecoming a Post officer, and ask about what | feel is questionable procedure.

After my son listened to Mr. Baker's rant, he asked me a very pointed question, "Dad, what benefi are you getting out of your Legion membership and
service? As we discussed the topics of helping vets, serving the community and social aspects of membership, it was clear that I am realizing none of
the positive results of Post membership. He wanted me to consider finding other ways to help Vets, and | currently feel that his plea has merit,

Sadly, none of this process seems to be "for the good of the Legion",




December 1, 2012
Merced District Attorney’s Office
Larry Morse, District Attorney
550 West Main Street
Merced, California 95340
Telephone: 209-385-7381

Ref: Assault Complaint of May 16, 2012
Incident Report

Mr. Morse,

I am writing to inform you of an ongoing situation that might
escalate into a tragedy for Merced and jts Veterans. You might
already be informed of ap embedded battle concerning
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) of
Merced. More specific, “The American Legion Motorcycle
Group called Riders.”

The Veterans are formed as a Fraternal Organization and
guided by Parliamentary Law, However; these motorcycle
members have crossed the line by acts of violence, terrorist
threats, stalking and brandishing of weapons, just like an
outlaw motorcycle gang. In fact, some are known to affiliate
with local motorcycle gangs,



the point of no return. Please investigate this matter, | feel that
| will have no choice but to defend myself with any and every
means possible if they continue to threaten my life. | can get
around, but | am disabled and recently been diagnose with a
Hernia, “I am in no condition to protect/defend myself from
any type of physical attack.”

| believe the attack on May 16, 2012 against me was
premeditated and was intended to Cause serious injuries, even
life threatening. Please take action, others are in danger.

I am including a copy of my complaint to American Legion
Headquarters dated May 18, 2012 in reference to the assault of
May 16, 2012. Also should be mentioned, another incident
report was made by G | fact, | am
aware of four assault complaints and two incidents of
brandishing a weapon. Please feel free to call any time if you
have any questions, thank you for your time.




January 14, 2013

16* District of California
Jim Costa, U.S. Congressman
855 “M"” Street, Suite 940
Fresno, California 93721
Telephone: (559)-495-1620

Ref: Prejudice within a Veterans Organization.
Mr. Congressman,
We are in desperate need of your assistance, For the past two years the Veterans In good
standing have been in a hostile situation by nonconformists at the American Legion in
Merced. Assaults & Discrimination complaints are unresolved,

We had sponsored the motorcycle group, PGR (Patriot Guard Riders) into the American
Legion Family as a program back in April 9, 2010, The Riders are made up of Veterans and
Non-Veterans and Less than two years time, they have Managed to take over the American
Legion Organization, it is a very hostile environment with a Bikers Mentality at post 83,

the back burner. The Riders are openly stating racism remarks against Hispanics. For
example, “We are f___entired of these Mexicans, we are going to get rid of these Mexicans”
and much, much more with many witnesses.

1/We have followed protocol in trying to resolve these issues. We have contacted our District
& State Department, our locaj police department, District Attorney’s Office, News Paper and
more. Equality is set forth in the Armed Forces Executive Order 9981 of July 26, 1948 by
President Truman, “it was made clear,” along with our Civil Liberties, but not in Merced.
Please investigate this matter. | am forwarding some copies to you, please get involved by
helping our Veterans in good standing right the wrong. Thank you very much for your time.

CC: Ms. Dianne Feinstein (D), Senator, United State of California
Ms. Cathleen Galgiani (D), Assembly, 17th District State of California
Mr. Richard M. Flores, President, Merced County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Napoleon Washington, Jr., President, Merced County NAACP Branch 1047
Mr. Howard Hernandez, State Commander of Califernia, American G.J. Forum



January 21, 2013

Merced District Attorney’s Office
Larry Morse, District Attorney
550 West Main Street

Merced, California 95340
Telephone: 209-385-7381

Ref: Assault Complaint of May 16, 2012
Incident Report *
Mr. Morse, |

I am following up on my December 1, 2012 letter. | haven’t received
any response from your office concerning this important matter.
Several of our members are Very concern, especially our seniors, they
are hoping this don’t turn into another Connecticut Incident.

Some details, Four people were assaulted by these motorcycle
members, one is a Business Owner here in Town, the second is 3
Professor at the Merced College, the Third is a PG & E Employee and
the fourth is myself, “a Disabled Veteran.” A weapon was brandished
by Bill Baker and he carries jt throughout the Veterans Memorial
Building, he is always intoxicated and provoking arguments. If Bill
Baker has a concealed gun permit, it is clear that he is unstable and
out of control, your office needs to investigate.

cc: to all concern,



Subject: Merced 83

from:
S,
Date:  Friday, September 21, 2012 R ENEEER

Hello SR

I have read your last email that you sent and so has Dept. Cndr. As your
District Cmdr, 1 R /ad promised you that Merced Post 83 problems
will be dealt with in accordance with the Constitution & By Laws. Situations
such as serious as Merced 's takes time. There is no such thing as "statue of
limitations " in the American Legion. I have been in contact numerous times
with Dept Cmdr over the issues. We have not abandoned or disregarded any of
complaints that were filed by you and other members. Again, the reason I cannot
come down to Merced Post 83, because threats have been made against me. The
other reason for minimal communication with Merced members in good standing
and or the trouble makers. There has been too much violation of the gag orders,
its very hard to stop all the rumors. Im not accusing you at all, its other members
that I thought would assist District in handling the investigation, but thats what I
get for assuming. Its out of my hands, Dept is in control. I already know what is
going to happen, be assured that you and your comrades will have your post
back. Only you know some of it, but myself and Dept know what is about to take
Place. Next meeting. DO NOT TELL ANYONE, DEPT IS COMING WITH A
VERY LARGE AX!

Your Comrade

0/22/2012 8:57 AM
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Legion Auxiliary Department of California
Terry Mikesell, Department President

401 Van Ness Avenue. Room ‘-nl_lf

San Francisco, California 94102-4586

Telephone: 415-861-5092

The American

Madame President,

As a Veteran and a Member of the American Legion Organization, T wish to file a complaint with your office concerning the inappropriate conduct of
Michele Rose, Auxiliary Unit 83 President. Her actions are of Conduct Unbecoming a Member of the American Legion and Misrepresentation of the
AmeﬂcmLegionVatermsOIgmﬂzaﬁon,ﬂteAmmicanLegionPostSS (Ma-ced)andthemany\fmransingmeral. ShehasviolmdtheTrus:andOaﬂl

ingly
Discredit me by making False statements of Mental Incompetence, the Inappropriate Action took place via E-Mail, reaching over 100 E-Mail
including many Veterans and our local College, She had ins uated via E-Mail that ' Mental Tliness, off of Medication and the Mental Health
ing f less to isave blem with Vete aleadgcausemSuicic_l_g. Not to leave out the fact

Commander of Post 83, Dave Tucker and one other member are on Suspension, Yet, the Animosity and Retaliation is C;UT OF CONTROL at Post
83, mostly because of False Representation and Misleading Nonconformist Members. Post 83 Environment is Threatening to me and by submitting a
Complaint through their Administration, I would risk the possibility of being attacked again, that's why it is imperative you be involved, this concerns




