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Invasions of the Roman Empire
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Threats From Outside the Empire

Rome might have overcome these weaknesses if it ;4 i
faced attacks on its borders. The most serious of thes. attack
were on the eastern border of the Western Empire,

Barbarian Invasions In Europe, the Rhine and Dagy,
rivers marked the border of the empire. Across those Fivers
lived a number of Germanic tribes. The Romans viewed them
as barbarian, or uncivilized. Still, for years, Roman offijy,
had let peaceful tribes settle and trade along the border

About A.D, 370, a terrifying new group of barbarians, th,
Huns, came storming out of Central Asia. The Huns were fipp,
horsemen. At first, they attacked peaceful Germanic tribes, Ag
the Huns advanced, Visigoths, Ostrogoths, and other Germanie
peoples fled into the empire, looking for safe homes. The Visi.
goths crossed the Danube and moved into northern Greece. I
August 378, a Roman army tried but failed to stop the Visigoths
at the Greek town of Adrianople. It was Rome’s worst defeat in
nearly 600 years. Some 40,000 Romans were killed.
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Beginning in the a.p. 300s, var-
ous groups of invaders attacked
the Roman Empire.

{a) Read a Map Which groups
of invaders are shown on the
map?

| (b) Draw Conclusions What

impact do you think the

invasions had on the

Romans? Why?
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