
 

  ​ Eagle Express: March 7, 2025 

VETERANS ELEMENTARY NEWSLETTER
 

Calendar Events:     ​ ​  

●​ March 14, 2025​​ ​ ​ 3-Hour Early Dismissal for Professional Work Day 
●​ March 20, 2025​​ ​ ​ VES - Miller Branch Library Night 
●​ March 28, 2025​​ ​ ​ Culture Night 
●​ March 31, 2025​​ ​ ​ Full day for students (make-up snow day) 

 
Dear Veterans Families, 

As we step into March, we want to remind our students of the importance of following directions and staying focused on their 
assignments. Historically, this time of year can bring more distractions, so it’s important for students to continue making 
positive choices that align with the HCPSS Code of Conduct. By staying committed to their studies and demonstrating 
respect and responsibility, they can build strong habits that lead to success. 

We encourage you to talk with your child at home about staying on track academically. Your support makes a big difference 
in helping them stay engaged and make positive choices in the classroom. 

Upcoming Date to Remember:​
 Friday, March 14 – 3-hour early dismissal for Professional Work and Wellness Day. School will dismiss at 12:55 PM. 

Monday. March 31 - Regular school day due to a makeup snow day 

During this holy month of Ramadan, we extend our warmest wishes to those in our school community who observe this 
special time of fasting, prayer, and reflection. To support our students who are fasting, we will provide an alternative space 
during lunch in the Media Center, where they can read or take part in a quiet activity. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in making our school a welcoming and encouraging space for all students! 

Sincerely, 

Alexcia Redd, Keri Golibart and Jessica Legambi  

Announcements 

Lost and Found 
 
Please remind your children to stop by the Lost and Found in the morning as they enter the school.  There are many jackets, 
gloves, hats, and water bottles that need to be claimed. Any unclaimed items will be donated by the end of day Friday, 
3/14/25. 
 
 
 

 



 

Pre-K Program - Our Pre-K program has recently completed its self-appraisal using the Maryland Accreditation Standards.  
Participating in Maryland Accreditation is a way for our Pre-K program to demonstrate its commitment to providing 
high-quality learning environments and continually making improvements to benefit children, families, and staff. Our 
self-appraisal team comprised teachers, administrators, family, and community members.  As a result of our initial 
self-appraisal, we have developed a Program Improvement Plan that will address the following goals: 
 

●​ Increase the presence of authentic child-generated art and language through displays and written dictation. 
 

●​  Provide opportunities to write at each learning center with various materials and tools. 
 
 
Over the next few months, we will collect documentation and artifacts to verify the quality of our program.  We’re eager to 
make program improvements and achieve Maryland Accreditation!  Please contact your child's teacher with questions about 
Accreditation or our Accreditation Program Improvement Plan.   
 
Attention Parents of Rising Kindergarteners: Don't Wait for Summer to Address Developmental Concerns! 
If you have concerns about your child's development - whether it's their speech, motor skills, social skills or learning - it's 
important to act now. Waiting until the summer for a referral can delay crucial support that your child may need before 
starting kindergarten. 
Contact us today to schedule a screening. Let's work together to ensure your child has the best possible start in 
kindergarten! 
Call 410-313-7046 or email ChildFind@hcpss.org 

 

On January 30, 2025, the Board of Education approved adjustments to Policy 8080 - Responsible Use of 
Technology, Digital Tools, and Social Media that changes the ability for students to use personal devices during the 
school day. The Board approved the following changes related to the use of personal devices by students at school: 

●​ No students, PreKindergarten-12, will be permitted to use cell phones and other personal technology devices during 
the student day (first bell to last bell of the day or posted school hours) except for reasons detailed in a student’s IEP, 
504, or health plan. Under the prior version of the policy, elementary and middle school students were not permitted 
to use personal devices during the school day at any time. For high school students, this policy removes access to 
personal devices in between classes and at lunch. For all grade levels, the addition of consequences for violating the 
policy is new. 

●​ When a personal device is used in violation of the new policy, the device will be confiscated for the remainder of the 
student day. Following the first violation, the student may retrieve the device at the end of the student day. For all 
subsequent violations, a parent/guardian must retrieve the device from the school. 

●​ A device that is confiscated during the final period of the student day will be confiscated for the entire next student 
day. The student may retrieve the device at the end of the day it was originally confiscated to take home but must 
provide it to the front office upon arrival on the next student day. 

●​ Students may be in possession of personal devices, but they must be “away and silenced,” meaning devices are not 
able to be seen by either the student or staff member and are set to make no noise. Additionally, devices may not be 
a distraction. 

●​ Smart watches will be permitted to be worn to check time but may not be a distraction. 
●​ Personal laptops may be used for instructional activities in high school when permitted by the teacher. 
●​ A staff member on a school-sponsored field trip may permit the use of a personal technology device by a student in 

limited situations where capturing a picture or video may be appropriate or contacting a parent/guardian is 
necessary. 

●​ School administrators and school administrators’ designees may authorize use of a personal device in rare instances 
such as an emergency for communication purposes. 

These new expectations will take effect on Monday, March 3, 2025. The complete changes and expectationsLinks to an 
external site. may be found online. Please take time to review these new expectations with your student to ensure they do 
not violate the new policy. Our school will adhere strictly to the policy with hopes that the elimination of the distractions that 
personal devices cause use will result in healthier and more productive learning and social environments during the school 
day.  More information will be shared before the implementation date. 
 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Ffiledepot%2F3%2Feffective_7-1-2016_early_childhood_standards_revised_2016.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CYoumi_Jun%40hcpss.org%7Cfa94d7e504774b87b04208dd5ccaf2e6%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638768748901139999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WsDmbVkI1wwlTPos6gBHvwiHdoldmaPUyiPvbBSAhDA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hcpss.org/student-personal-device-use/
https://www.hcpss.org/student-personal-device-use/


 

Thank you for your collaboration in the successful implementation of these changes. 
 

 

Family to Staff, Feel-good Feathers 

Have you been impressed with the efforts of a VES Staff member? If so, take a moment to send them a Feel-good Feather to 
brighten their day! Some Family to Staff shout outs will even be highlighted in each Eagle Express and shared with staff. 
Thank you for the encouragement! Click here to give a shout- out!  

Thank you for the encouragement! 

COMMUNITY EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 

The Howard High School Lions Pride Athletic Boosters sponsored summer camps are open for 
School Year 25/26 grade levels ranging from 1st to 9th (depending on the camp) and are taught 
by Howard High School Coaches/Staff. Camp dates range from June 9th to August 1st and are 
typically 4 or 5 days in length. Registration and Detailed Information can be found here. For more 
information, please reach out to Dr. Brandon Lauer, Howard HS AAM, brandon_lauer@hcpss.org. 
 

 

GIRLS ON THE RUN SPRING 2025 

Registration for Girls on the Run Spring 2025 Season is open! Girls on the Run® inspires participants in grades 
3-5 to be joyful, healthy, and confident by using running to teach valuable life skills. Volunteer coaches facilitate 
lessons that blend physical activity with life skill development, including managing emotions, fostering friendships, 
and expressing empathy. At the end of the season, the team completes a Community Impact Project and a 5K 
together, which provides a tangible sense of accomplishment and sets a confident mindset into motion. Veterans 
will meet on Tuesdays and Fridays from 4-5:15pm starting March 18. The season-ending 5K for Howard County 
will be on Saturday, May 31 at 8:00 a.m. The program registration fee is $185, which includes lessons, all 
program materials, 5K and program shirts, a water bottle, and more. Financial assistance is available! Visit 
www.gotrcentralmd.org to register. Questions? Call 443-864-8593 
 
Thank you so much!! 
Carrie Heath (she/her) 
Program Coordinator 

Girls on the Run Central Maryland 
9150 Rumsey Road Suite A7 Columbia MD 21045 
(P) 443-583-7740 

https://www.gotrcentralmd.org/ - CFC #54728 
SPRING REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
CLICK HERE! 

 

 

https://forms.gle/3FnvPaNK1xApE35Y9
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FBnkDYjC6C5qr3bi-IUfXcw~~%2FAAAAARA~%2Fdi8tqnuBgEhP7Ztt9wDPKnHRAvZKP-M51z8OUJvpbpDDgwrsWLUhQdTr49ia8Ssl8Cz8_GRrj1I2_maCozBaRwbxZV9coeQure_Ak4wOh2civBDMsy4Q9QXg36KmBZTDYud77oBFkBHUaFqD-mZOVOZET6l1YZGLZTKsN5CBMn6-tasm-DLiEG_Qv0hOKVLzxX8CXZyZSF_PdWdUF_hLG4oegp_brTdaA3VcpSPJ218jb-c2MCCDLlkuTYgJH6mRh8lWr8naD57p25nbkeue4MCZLnElQ7VIMzdTEsPBoDw78x6l6GMm5KV7o3Ql4YnyDx_OEAiX4nEpkiLAR5QC1j19gHeE0bAh8iEj1eXE8jHRWAaUcBgp5KAu61-zk8veeOcHqjrri8KRr7GBGuA502HiSp22j-mYqLqTFqEZE0OCeOYSc-HYnXBen1aeofGMNzXI-TCVTA7Bbr0LcX0IA4qzCK8Njs1sk1Uhjz4v-_M62ThB4T6AZaMOK34c7DU4Z-MQrnKPlsi2snVVOYcRoJthm9feYxzsYLC-bbvCWCDA11E2aMslnBIeFCzIECyzIfeCDlHkjOEXzQXMX0-GzlF75NpNAwgqOiBMpSUxQtBVKy6Hn8CWEGGgx5R7JZ5WNg8mv10ZeUi7CD2DQ_ulj-4iaqOao5v3w4UU6tcJQVMdf-NeDHUWumSqwBcrTpJ1&data=05%7C02%7CYoumi_Jun%40hcpss.org%7C3bf6f7eb195545a2607208dd654d91ad%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638778106016366484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=imtIQ5BgMsLXKTD4hC3McmICDqqauZ0LjFJGrNPWtiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotrcentralmd.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyoumi_jun%40hcpss.org%7Cd6d21ddf4fd947f4977608dd6188c64b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638773962307454229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RESinHNWL%2FpDFd44fQ9iBynwjFV7vI8kbN40CSLQVGs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2F9150%2BRumsey%2BRd%2B%2523%2BA7%2C%2BColumbia%2C%2BMD%2B21045%2F%4039.2327954%2C-76.8192291%2C17z%2Fdata%3D!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x89c81ffc32de178d%3A0xd36a281647863b4c!8m2!3d39.2327954!4d-76.8192291!16s%252Fg%252F11nsw6c377%3Fhl%3Den&data=05%7C02%7Cyoumi_jun%40hcpss.org%7Cd6d21ddf4fd947f4977608dd6188c64b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638773962307485228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v47kvZ4lCK2imBXk2ORO3S7XhpEPBOoerb9GdVIr%2BFE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gotrcentralmd.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cyoumi_jun%40hcpss.org%7Cd6d21ddf4fd947f4977608dd6188c64b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638773962307501674%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FAOgHA9S3XhXV3JLosdSFzwAOaikld8T%2BUjJ9ja%2Bn0I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinwheel.us%2Fr%2FOpZ36r4&data=05%7C02%7Cyoumi_jun%40hcpss.org%7Cd6d21ddf4fd947f4977608dd6188c64b%7C96a9ac4c477e4dada2b28ad3fc46790b%7C1%7C0%7C638773962307515172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0oU18CuS6At51dzegPRmxGBde9VLfWQEihph%2BXv9Fsk%3D&reserved=0
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FRIENDLY REMINDERS 

2025-2026 Kindergarten Registration Kickoff: 
Kindergarten registration for families of children who will be 5 years old by September 1, 2025, kicks off Monday, March 3.  
Parents can begin the enrollment process online, after which your child’s school will contact you to complete the registration 
process. Current HCPSS prekindergarten students do not need to be re-registered for kindergarten because they are already 

 

https://www.hcpss.org/enroll/


 

enrolled as an HCPSS student. 
 
Ramadan (February 28 - March 29, 2025): 
Ramadan begins the evening of Friday, February 28 and ends on Saturday, March 29, 2025. Recognizing that students who 
observe Ramadan may be fasting during the school day, we are offering an alternative location for any child who would 
prefer not to be in the cafeteria during the lunch block. Students may choose to spend the lunch shift in the media center 
engaged in a book or other quiet activity. If your child will be fasting during lunch or you are able to volunteer to support the 
alternative lunch location, please complete this form.  

PreKindergarten Maryland Accreditation Standards 
The VES Prekindergarten team recently surveyed families in order to seek current perspectives and requests of our PreK 
program.  The results reflected an 85% satisfaction rate.  PreK families shared similar goals for their students including a 
continued increase of academic, social, and fine motor independence.  As we look towards the end of the school year, 
families can expect further information on curriculum, social/emotional intelligence, routines and transitions, self-care skills, 
and Kindergarten Readiness.  Our PreK team is busy planning information sessions that will be offered to families this spring, 
as Kindergarten approaches. Families should expect to receive information on upcoming sessions as they become available.  
Please contact your child's teacher with any questions.   
 
 
Learning Together Program 
Veterans Early Childhood Classes are making preparations for the upcoming 2025-2026 School Year and are accepting 
applications for general education students to participate as peers through the Learning Together Program (LTP). These 
classes include general education and special education students. The program’s focus is helping all children develop 
communication, literacy, math, problem solving, motor, and social skills. Parents of children who will be 3 by September 1st, 
applications will be available and accepted in mid February.  
 
In alignment with Maryland’s Blueprint for the Future, new LTP applications for students turning 4 by September 1 will not be 
available.  The Howard County Public School System continues to offer Prekindergarten for income eligible children who will 
be 4 years old by September 1. For additional information contact the school or visit: 
https://www.hcpss.org/schools/pre-k-programs/  If you have any additional questions, please contact Mary Jens at 
410-313-1700 or mary_jens@hcpss.org. 
 
Arrival & Carloop: The weather is getting colder and the carloop line is getting longer! Please be sure to drive up as far as 
possible to the front to let your children out. Students can start getting out of their cars at the top of the sidewalk. This helps 
the carloop move more quickly. Staff members are along the sidewalk to help students. Adults should remain in the car. 
Click here for our full arrival and dismissal procedures.  

Getting to class on time: Our school day begins at 9:25 am. This means that every student should come into the school, 
stop and pick up breakfast, if buying, and then go directly to class. Students should know their way to class. It is not 
necessary for any students to walk siblings to class. If an adult is needed for this, staff will assist. It is important for everyone 
to be in their class and ready to go at 9:25 am.   

Supplies: We’ve come to the time of year that we need to replenish some supplies. Our classroom is in need of tissues, 
pencils, glue sticks, and it would be beneficial for students to have their own headphones for use with the devices. 

School Spirit Wear: Our school spirit wear is available for purchase! Wearing spirit wear is a great way for students, 
parents, and staff to show their school pride. This is a wonderful opportunity to get some fun and stylish gear while 
contributing to initiatives that benefit our students. Whether it's a t-shirt, hoodie, or cap, there’s something for everyone! To 
order your spirit wear, please visit our dedicated website: Veterans Spirit Wear. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfhfRyv1iyQ6zKxay9o_fCg25v0Cbat83kUPJmniIGfIdMNzw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://www.hcpss.org/blueprint/
https://www.hcpss.org/schools/pre-k-programs/
mailto:mary_jens@hcpss.org
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tAiROr1OJuIoc1PAiQh4poMxmMGcOEOQqGr66GAH4qY/edit?usp=sharing
https://veteransspiritwear.com/
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