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Interest in international education is growing rapidly in Kuala Lumpur. 
 
Families, both local and expatriate, are turning to international primary schools for 
their global curriculum and diverse environments. They recognise its value for their 
children’s academic and personal growth. 
 
However, despite the rising reputation of international schools, misconceptions 
continue to surround these institutions. 
 
In this article, we’ll debunk 5 common myths about international primary schools in 
Kuala Lumpur to give a clearer picture of what they truly offer. 
 
We’ll provide factual insight to help you make informed decisions for your child’s 
future. So don’t get misled by the following myths: 
 
ー​ International Schools Are Only for Expatriates 
ー​ International Schools Are Too Expensive for Most Families 
ー​ International Primary Schools Focus Solely on Academics 
ー​ International Primary Schools Are Not Suitable for Malaysian Students 
ー​ Students in International Schools Are Less Competitive for Malaysian 

Universities 
 
 
1. International Schools Are Only for Expatriates 
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It is often assumed that international schools cater exclusively to expatriate families. 
Is that what “international” truly means?  
 
Far from it. While this might have been true decades ago, the educational landscape 
has shifted dramatically. According to the International School Consultancy (ISC), 
nearly 45% of students attending international schools in Malaysia are now locals. 
 
As local demand for global education increases, international schools in Kuala 
Lumpur like Mutiara International Grammar School (MIGS) have become hubs of 
cultural exchange. The multicultural environment provides a platform for students to 
appreciate different worldviews and develop the intercultural skills necessary for a 
globalised world. 
 
Local students, in particular, benefit greatly from this exposure. Interacting with 
peers from various cultural backgrounds enriches your child’s learning experience, 
enhancing their social skills, and fostering open-mindedness, collaboration, and 
mutual respect. 
 
 
2. International Schools Are Too Expensive for Most Families 
 
Another common misconception is that international schools are prohibitively 
expensive and accessible only to affluent families. Do they favour only the rich? 
 
Some premium institutions indeed have high tuition fees, but many international 
schools in Malaysia nowadays offer more affordable options. For instance, the cost of 
attending international primary schools in Malaysia can range from RM 20,000 to RM 
100,000 depending on the school and the services offered. 
 
At MIGS, we provide affordable tuition rates without compromising on the quality of 
education. We offer flexible payment plans and scholarships to make global 
education more accessible to your family. 
 
In fact, scholarships and financial aid programmes are increasingly common. 
Students from different socioeconomic backgrounds now have many ways to pursue 
international education and enjoy its blessings. 
 
These opportunities ease the financial burden while allowing families to invest in 
long-term advantages, such as career prospects and global awareness. 
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3. International Primary Schools Focus Solely on Academics 
 
Many think that grades and test scores are the be-all and end-all for international 
primary schools. Is it true that they prioritise too heavily on academic performance? 
 
This myth doesn’t hold up when you look at schools like MIGS, where holistic 
education is highly emphasised. We recognise that a well-rounded student is better 
prepared for the challenges of the modern world. 
 
Our international school syllabus goes beyond the classroom. We include a wide 
variety of arts, sports, and extracurricular activities that nurture creativity, leadership, 
and teamwork in your little ones. 
 
Furthermore, international primary schools often integrate character development 
into their curricula. Students are encouraged to ask questions, think critically, and 
engage in meaningful discussions. They are also given ample opportunities to 
discover and nurture their passions. 
 
The balanced focus on scholarly achievements and personal growth ensures that 
your child excels more than just academically, but also develops socially and 
emotionally as a global citizen. They develop essential skills in today’s interconnected 
world, such as resilience, empathy, and the ability to approach problems from 
multiple perspectives. 
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4. International Primary Schools Are Not Suitable for Malaysian Students 
 
As a parent, do you worry that enrolling their children in an international primary 
school might distance them from their cultural roots? 
 
At MIGS, we are well aware of the importance of maintaining a connection to local 
culture. 
 

●​ Language Development 
Many young Malaysian learners have been bilingual or multilingual since 
young. That’s why we have language programmes to help refine their skills 
further. We offer options to deepen knowledge of Mandarin or Malay, explore 
French, or enhance English proficiency. 

 
●​ Cultural Events 

We regularly celebrate local festivals, including Hari Raya, Chinese New Year, 
Deepavali and more, ensuring students stay connected to their roots. These 
events also help foster rapport and unity among international and local 
students. 

 
By embracing bilingual education and cultural awareness, students gain the 
advantage of effective communication skills and a deeper appreciation of diverse 
traditions. 
 
At MIGS, your child experiences the best of both worlds—global exposure while 
preserving and respecting their own cultural heritage. 
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5. Students in International Schools Are Less Competitive for Malaysian 
Universities 
 
There’s a lingering perception that international school students struggle to gain 
admission to Malaysian universities. Are international schools unable to keep up with 
local standards? 
 
This could not be further from the truth. Students from international schools are 
highly competitive, both locally and globally. 
 
Internationally recognised curricula like the International General Certificate of 
Secondary Education (IGCSE) prepare students with the skills and knowledge 
needed to shine in a wide range of universities, including those in Malaysia. 
 
Our students at MIGS have access to a range of higher education opportunities. Your 
child can receive guidance tailored to both international and local university 
admissions. The critical thinking, problem-solving, and adaptability skills they 
developed during their school days set them apart in the admissions process. 
 
With a global mindset and all-encompassing education, international school 
students are often better prepared to tackle university life. This dual perspective is 
invaluable in a world where education and occupation transcend national borders. 
 
 
Quick Overview of Myths vs. Facts Surrounding International Schools in Malaysia 
 

Myth Fact 

International schools are only for 
expatriates. 

Nearly 45% of students in Malaysian 
international schools are locals. 

International schools are too expensive. Fee structures range widely, with 
scholarships and financial aid available. 

International schools focus only on 
academics. 

International schools offer a holistic 
approach, including arts, sports, and 
character development. 

International schools aren’t suitable for 
Malaysian students. 

International schools embrace local culture 
through bilingual education and cultural 
events. 

Students from international schools are 
less competitive for Malaysian universities. 

International schools possess credentials 
widely recognised by Malaysian 



universities. 

 
 
International Schools Myths Debunked: Ready to Take the Next Step in Your 
Child’s Learning? 
 
As we’ve seen, many of the myths surrounding international primary schools in Kuala 
Lumpur are based on outdated perceptions.  
 
Today, these institutions are preferred for their expertise in catering to both local and 
expatriate families. Flexible fee structures and holistic education that include 
character development, cultural awareness, and multilingual learning are on the 
menu, and international schools can deliver. 
 
Choosing the right school for your child is a big decision. It’s important to base your 
choice on facts and the unique offerings of each school, rather than rumours and 
hearsays. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us to speak with our educators or pay a visit to 
Mutiara International Grammar School for more information. We’re more than happy 
to guide you through your inquiries and help you make informed decisions that 
reflect your child’s needs and potential. 
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