
Context.  (The following is done as a dictogloss, following the normal dictogloss 
procedure. ) 
Yesterday morning, my alarm went off at 6 AM, and I woke up.  I got out of bed and 
drank the coffee that I had made the night before. Then I ate some bread and cheese 
that I’d bought last week.  I took a shower, and then put on some clean clothes that I’d 
washed the day before.  I went to work and read the report that my boss had written.  
Then I worked on the project that my co-worker had started the day before. 
 
Noticing: At the end of the dictogloss, the students will be given a written form of the 
text to compare their final answers with.  Then, students will be asked to underline the 
verbs in the written text, and encouraged to devise two categories that they can sort the 
verbs into. 
 
Then, the students will be given the guided discovery worksheet.  (Guided discovery 
worksheet below): 
 

 



Worksheet: past perfect 
A. Yesterday morning, my alarm went off at 6 AM, and I woke up.  I got out of bed and 
drank the coffee that I had made the night before.  

1) When did I get out of bed? 
2) When did I drink the coffee? 
3) When did I make the coffee? 
4) Put these events in the order they happened in time: 

____ got out of bed 
____ drank the coffee 
____ had made (the coffee) 

 
B. Choose the correct timeline for this sentence:  I got out of bed and drank the coffee 
that I had made the night before 

1) 2)  

3) 4)  
 
 
C. “had made coffee” is in the past perfect tense.  Choose the correct rule for the past 
perfect? 

1)​ The past perfect is used to show that something happened a long time ago. 
2)​ The past perfect is used  to show that something happened before now. 
3)​ The past perfect is used to show that something happened before the time in the 

past that is being talked about. 
4)​ The past perfect is used to show that something happened after the past simple. 

 
 
 
 



D.   Look at the three sentences.  When should you not use the past perfect?  1 and 3 
are incorrect.  2 and 4 are correct.   

1)​ Yesterday morning, my alarm had gone off at 6 AM, and I woke up. (incorrect) 
2)​ Yesterday morning, my alarm went off at 6 AM, and I woke up. (correct) 
3)​  I had gotten out of bed and drank the coffee that I had made the night before. 

(incorrect) 
4)​ Yesterday morning, my alarm went off at 6 AM, and I woke up. (correct) 

 
Circle the correct answer: 
You should not use the past perfect when: 

1)​ The order of the verbs and the order of the time is the same 
2)​ The order of the verbs and the order of the time is different 

 
E. Look at table showing past perfect verbs from the story.  Write the form above the 
column: 

  

had  made 

’d bought 

’d washed 

had written 

had started 
 
 
F. In the sentence, “that I had made the night before”, what is the correct pronunciation 
of “had”? 
​ 1). /hæd/ 
​ 2). /həd/ 
​  
 


