SESSION 3
The Handwriting on the Wall & of] 2221 2

Session summary

As we continue our study of how God sustained His people in exile, we come to a scene in which God demonstrated His
opposition to those who rise against Him and ignore His warnings. The story of Belshazzar and the “writing on the wall”
is a vivid illustration of the truth that “the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will”
(Dan. 5:21). From this event, we learn that we should not place our faith in the security of earthly kingdoms or leaders
who exalt themselves above God. Knowing the consequences of rebellion, we heed the warnings of God and lovingly
warn others of God’s judgment.
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Scripture
Daniel 5:1-9,13-31 t}1] <l 5:1-9,13-31

The Point

God opposes those who remain prideful against Him.
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INTRO/STARTER 5-10 MINUTES

Option 1

Just as God wrote the law in stone with His finger (Ex. 31:18), He wrote a message of warning on the wall in front of
Belshazzar and his party guests. Although God may not write on the wall to warn you about the direction your life has
taken, He warns us of the consequences of certain behaviors in His Word. Write the following on a white board or poster
board at the front of the room: God’s warning, God’s judgment, trusting in human power rather than God, placing one’s
security in the things of the world instead of the eternal, exalting oneself above God, unrepentant sin and consequences.

Allow students to work in pairs to find an example in Scripture that demonstrates each of these themes. Ask for
volunteers to share their answers, then ask the students to consider how these themes or stories may apply to their own
lives.

In what ways has God warned you of the consequences of your sin? How did you respond?
When have you been tempted to trust in something or someone other than God for security?

How does continuing in our sin and placing our security and trust in the wrong things allow us to exalt ourselves above
God?
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Option 2

In most U. S. states, when you go to the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to get your drivers permit or license, you
have to take a signs test in addition to the driving test. There are many different types of signs, including construction
signs, directional signs, warning signs, regulation signs, and recreation signs. With road signs, both the shape and the
color of the signs often indicate the meaning.

What are some common signs that indicate direction or warnings on the roadways?

In the same way that these road signs give directions and warn us of coming changes or trouble, God also warns us
through His Word and His people. In today’s session, God warned Belshazzar through Daniel. Belshazzar trusted in
himself rather than God, exalted himself above God, and failed to repent of his sin. For these reasons, God sent a
warning to Belshazzar of what would come because of his disobedience and opposition.

How might God be warning you about certain sins and consequences in your own life? What can you do to focus on God
and obeying Him above all?
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HIS STORY 15-20 MINUTES
THE POINT

God opposes those who remain prideful against Him.
27
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Characters
The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Belshazzar: king of Babylon; grandson of Nebuchadnezzar

Daniel: was taken captive to Babylon after the fall of Jerusalem; remained faithful to God during his time in exile
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Plot

Years had passed and another Babylonian king was in charge. The grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, rose to
power and the sinful tendencies in this family were passed down from generation to generation. He brought out the items
taken from God’s temple for use at a party with other nobles. Not only that, but the guests also praised other gods as
they used the objects that were devoted to the one true God. As a display of power, majesty, and authority God sent a
message to Belshazzar through a hand writing on the wall. Though “wise men” were called, no one could interpret the
message except Daniel.

=714

oo AL I 8 Wl o} sfol 9ol sk e, bl ko] o) aAle) A1 5kl o] 1
el & AGL o2 o|o AL L. iz tht 7|55 P AT G W) ALg5l] S19) e G ol A 7hA &
BUEE AN T o2 S EL FAUA v EAES AFESRA THE A ES BT A, A9,
ASE BolF7] 98| e b%ﬂ SR & AN WA A HAAE ol e AR o) el ool =
oMt 1 AN AT 5 Gl Th

GOD RESPONDED TO BELSHAZZAR’S SIN

The Hebrew people had been defeated and exiled, but God was in control and they were learning to trust Him even when
they could not see His hand at work. There is a chronological gap of roughly 20 years between Daniel 4 and Daniel 5. Up
until this point, we have dealt with King Nebuchadnezzar. However, in this chapter, we are introduced to his
successor—King Belshazzar.

King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the thousand. Belshazzar, when
he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the
temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. Then
they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king
and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone. Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of
the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. Then the king's color changed, and his
thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together. The king called loudly to bring in the
enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this
writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and shall
be the third ruler in the kingdom.” Then all the king's wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or make
known to the king the interpretation. Then King Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords
were perplexed. (Dan. 5:1-9)

Here the all-powerful Babylonian king, Belshazzar, was throwing a party for the ages. However, what he didn’t know was
that he was the last in the line of Babylonian kings. Darius the Mede was about to invade Babylon and bring its empire to
an end.

Many bad decisions were being made at this party —drunkenness and blasphemy being two of them. In Belshazzar’s
drunken stupor, he commanded that the vessels of gold and silver, which Nebuchadnezzar stole from the Temple in
Jerusalem, be brought so that his fellow party guests might drink from them. Then, they added idolatrous worship to
their behavior as they praised their false gods. By doing so, Belshazzar was not only mocking the God of the Jews, but
was also celebrating the gods of Babylon as being superior.

Suddenly, the king was brought to his senses. What yanked him back into reality? The same fingers that wrote the Ten
Commandments for the Hebrew people (Ex. 31:18; Deut. 9:10) also confronted blasphemous Belshazzar with his sins
and told of imminent judgment.

The king tried to gain his composure and get a grip on things, but that was difficult to say the least. He called for
Babylon’s “wise men” and promised them honor, wealth, and status if they could interpret the writing on the wall.
However, these trusted and “wise men” of Babylon proved to be totally useless. And as a result, the king began to realize



the danger he faced.

When have you faced something difficult and had to learn to trust God even though you didn’t see Him at work in that
situation?
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DANIEL CONFRONTED BELSHAZZAR

The story continued when Daniel, then much older, was brought before the king to interpret the strange message on the
wall. As we see in Daniel’s translation of the message, King Belshazzar was guilty of failing to learn from his
predecessor—Nebuchadnezzar—that pride goes before a fall. Exalt yourself against God, and you will be struck down.

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king answered and said to Daniel, “You are that Daniel, one of the exiles
of Judah, whom the king my father brought from Judah. | have heard of you that the spirit of the gods is in you, and that
light and understanding and excellent wisdom are found in you. Now the wise men, the enchanters, have been brought in
before me to read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, but they could not show the interpretation of the
matter. But | have heard that you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you can read the writing and make
known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck and shall be
the third ruler in the kingdom.” Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, and give
your rewards to another. Nevertheless, | will read the writing to the king and make known to him the interpretation. O king,
the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. And because of the



greatness that he gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he would, he
killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom he would, he humbled. But when his
heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and
his glory was taken from him. He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of a
beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets over it whom he will. And you his
son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you knew all this, but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of
heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives, and your
concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and
stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you
have not honored. “Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed.”(Dan. 5:13-24)

Daniel’s response to the king’s offered reward was not disrespectful, but direct. To paraphrase: “Keep your stuff or give it
to someone else. | don’t need it and | don’t want it.” Daniel knew his wisdom in interpretation came from God. He would

not exercise his gift in order to earn rewards from the king; he utilized the gift in order to communicate God’s message to
the king.

According to Daniel, the Most High God gave Belshazzar’s grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, his kingdom along with the
glory and privileges that go with such a position. His grandfather became arrogant and prideful, so God took him down
and caused him to live like a beast, with animals like oxen and donkeys. God did this so that he would know God rules
over all and even sets earthly rulers in place as He wills (v. 21). By saying this, Daniel was essentially pointing the finger
at Belshazzar and saying he should know better because of what happened to his grandfather.

thujelo] wlapae vlai o)

olop7|= thy o] F4l vpo| 7} wol Wl A3l o] G5k wA A E s8] flal] & ol e ubskS v AlSH Y thy o]
HAIA S g U Goll A & = Sltol, AR &2 A A AF = RS Al A arbek: Eete] A dol gk RS w94
23 HE AAFULE st S tiAshe] A4S szold 22 d Ay

27 vhs vk do] & skell EEugkF Ut o] digste] thy Aol Al o] 25, w7} vk frrhel| A A=A =
thy o] 2}, ) o #] o] frfoll A vl Ay ek W7F Ul A A159] o] glar, Wt T3} Holwdk A&7} vl A k=
e SR o)Al AF RS FaAbEeo] W Shell HESbA o] 25 Har 2 S WAl el FALH, 252 L A9
M S Hol & 4 UATE Ly dlzh aiA S shal RAIE AT ¢ AdvkE ARS B}k oA U7 L 2S Y L
S A 4 & AT, UE AT 25 ol ol 5 AMES F2aL 4] AlA B2 7FE Zlolth et
thslo] tigate] oF Shol| Al ettt "Bl o] dlEe Gl AS 918 FA AL, Fle] S ThE ARl Al A Al L.
T v el Al 1 25 o] FaL LA S g = AlE U Golof, A58 102 shbd A BAle oA
L7 A Al G g 3 99S FAEUT 77 g o R e BE uA v yeke) Qlert 1
oA Wi FHAPHFUTE 1 ke AFES S0l AL, ke AbRS A AL, Ak AbES ol i, dske Al S
FAFUTE Leu 219] mpgo] obx|ar m1e] of o] AFakate] wRketA|l AselS W, T1= 9fol A v ghar m1e] o F>
A WSk RS U e AFEE S AU E RN AN 19 w5 Jedt @Akom 10 AA = Sy o 3
UAANFUTE 15 AAH F& 9aL 19 58 b5 o] &2 AAFHT 15 AF3] H24] shtdZAAN AMgEe] g=&
T Aol 21 9ol A7) 7 D3k AE AU g} 18] al 219) o5 WAk} U7} o] BE AL ohHAE ] S-S
WA ofyslal 038 ks FE A st ~aRE wlErh 1] o] aREo] U oo EHE %A, Yokl AJET
vl ol 53 vl HEo] 2R R XEFE vhglent 18 v7F 23 5, 3 29 ek 2 v AES ekl oy,
JREL BAE EAE A& Ko, vl SFo] 1 <& Qtel| a v] BE o] 71 & b = sz vzt & skA
ofstol k. "1ejz} 1o Wl A &o] HA o] o] AlAX =Y ek (P 5:13-24)

157 Al

ch o] o] AlFE wAel] thet W2 FelahA ek A
Fofeh = 1170] B8 93 YA Stk thi 2
GO RNE P2 W] As) A4 SALE ALGEA e

g5

Aok ThAl walA, ] BAE B a7 The Akl
& 4ol ojek s1o) Aal7h el AN Srh A e bk 1k
St s ol Al s el HAAE ey a1 LarE

v ellol]l m=w, A =53] 5ol shubE AN WAL S] Shop A] Tk ol Al 1] bt Z1e §E A ffoll mhE= gt
58S FASUT 9] Zopm A= Znkskal wnts| A7) ol shubE A 25 EolllE AL Aot v 8t 2 H 5
A A SRS U sha Al o] ZA] aha AL b B RS v A AL AR o= ARl o] St A4
SAAEE AT Ae 27 g YRS 5] fleiA Sla U thR1A). v o] o] A wEto e, Ao R
WAPES 7he] 714 21e] Sop Aol Al Lot o wiitell 217 & drofof dhtpar wekal UAF U



DANIEL INTERPRETED GOD’S WARNING.

Next, Daniel translated the writing that was inscribed on the wall. It was bad news for Belshazzar.

And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. This is the interpretation of the matter: Mene,
God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought it to an end; Tekel, you have been weighed in the balances and
found wanting; Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” Then Belshazzar gave the
command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made
about him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.”
(Dan. 5:25-31)

Belshazzar showed no signs of repentance for his arrogance, blasphemies, idolatry, pride, and sensualities. He died that
night, Darius the Mede took over the kingdom. The Babylonian king had challenged and mocked the Most High God. He
had been confronted with his sin and showed no repentance. In this case, God’s judgment came as fast as a lightning
bolt from heaven.

To those who knew the Scriptures, this was no surprise. God’s prophets had already laid out Babylon’s destiny. They
knew this kingdom was a passing fad, here today and gone tomorrow, according to God’s timing.
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99 Essential Doctrines: God is Omnipotent

God is all-powerful: There is nothing God cannot do so long as it does not contradict His own nature or law. God has

power and authority over the universe He created, from the largest solar system to the smallest particle. Affirming that

God is all-powerful does not mean that God can sin—since that would go against His perfect moral nature. As Christians,

we rest in the belief that the God who has all power is good, and we gain great comfort by knowing that an all-powerful

God is working for our good and joy.
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CHRIST CONNECTION

In this story,, an exiled Hebrew man came out of nowhere to confront the powers of their world with their sins of
blasphemy, mockery, arrogance, pride, and idolatry. He was a man of impeccable character who could not be bought or
seduced by the idols of this world. Why? Because in this man of unsurpassed wisdom was the Spirit of the Holy God (v.
11). In fact, even the pagans acknowledged his good testimony that he had “an excellent spirit, knowledge, and
understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems” (v. 12).



This sounds familiar with respect to another exile from Judah who came on the scene in the first century—a man by the
name of Jesus who said God had anointed Him and that the Spirit of the Lord was on Him (Luke 4:18). Later, even His
enemies admitted that no one had ever spoken as He did (John 7:46). Daniel pointed forward to the coming Messiah.

Daniel’s wisdom, abilities, and position were similar to the patriarch Joseph (Gen. 37-50). His life looked back. However,
as the mediator of God’s wisdom to sinful humanity, his life looks forward to the ultimate mediator between God and
humanity, the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Tim. 2:5), the One Paul described as the wisdom of God for His people (1 Cor. 1:30),
and the One in whom we find all wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3).
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YOUR STORY 10-15 MINUTES

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense,
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with
your own.

Belshazzar’s sin made him dull to and unaware of what was taking place around him. What are some modern day
examples of sin dulling our senses? Why do you think sin blinds us and makes us oblivious to reality? Persistent sin can
cause one to become hardened and desensitized to the things of God. If one is engaged in immoral sexual behavior or is
constantly trying to find ways to cheat in school, that person will likely fail to see how that sin is not only hurting himself,
but also those around him.

What are the major character distinctions between Daniel and Belshazzar? Between the two, which character shows up
more in your own life? Answers will vary.

When have you sensed God warning you away from sin or self-exaltation? Answers will vary.

What can we learn from this account when it comes to listening to God’s wisdom over the wisdom of this world?
Answers will vary.
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YOUR MISSION 10-15 MINUTES

Head

It is interesting to note that the “wise men” of Babylon could not interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2 and had
to be bailed out by Daniel and that the same thing happened again in chapter 4. For the third time, the king’s “wise men”
were brought in and failed to interpret the message. Because of accounts like these, we are reminded to not put our trust
in worldly wisdom, but in the unfailing wisdom that comes from God.

When have you felt pressure to choose between the wisdom of this world and wisdom revealed in Scripture? What was
the outcome of that situation? Answers will vary.

Why can we have assurance that biblical wisdom will win every time, even over the best of human wisdom? Biblical
wisdom not only instructs us on what we should know, but also teaches us how to live life well. Because it connects
directly with everyday life, biblical wisdom will always be the best decision.
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Heart

This story reminds us once again of the spiritual dangers of a prideful heart. Pride tries to elevate the self above God by
denying any dependence upon Him. Belshazzar was prideful and acted out on that pride by gloating over the items
stolen from the temple. As Scripture makes abundantly clear, God opposes the prideful but gives grace to those who are
humble and acknowledge their complete dependence upon Him (Jas. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5).

Why do you think it is easy to recognize pride in others but often difficult to see it within ourselves? Answers will vary.

In what areas has pride surfaced in your own life? Answers will vary.
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This story not only teaches us how to stand up for truth even when it isn’t personally convenient, but also how to
respectfully challenge those who are clearly in sin and in need of personal repentance. Daniel wasn’t assured that
speaking the truth and confronting Belshazzar’s sin would result in his personal safety. After all, the pagan king could
have reacted quite negatively to what Daniel had to say. Nevertheless, Daniel did what he was called to do, giving us an
example of how to speak truth in a loving way, while calling others to repentance.

Give an example of when you or someone you know stood up for truth when it wasn’t personally convenient. Answers
will vary.

Why is it important that we focus both on speaking truth and being gracious in the manner in which we speak? The truth
of what we say and the tone in which we say it go hand-in-hand. Not only are we called to be bearers of truth, but we are

also called to display the type of character that embodies that truth in our daily interactions with others.
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TIMELINE
Wall of Handwriting
Warning of God’s judgment and the need to repent.

A Future King
Isaiah tells of a future king coming from the line of David.

Daniel is Delivered
God protects Daniel in the lions’ den.

The Journey Home
God keeps His promise to bring His people home.

Rebuilding the Temple
Despite immense opposition the temple is rebuilt.

Rebuilding the Temple
Despite immense opposition the temple is rebuilt.

A

7] W
o] Alska) 3]sl g Ao st A3

w9 s
ol Aboki= Thg1 9] FhAlel A h& wlele] sl vl o] o] gl vh

chy o] elu

shubdl o] Aol A thele w53,

% o1

Shibd e c1) Mg e AGPA ) Arks k5 4714,



o2 oX
)
2
By

Fek ool = Eakal A o] AAH YT

[¢]

A
At Wl = Erekar ol Ay

LEADER PACK

For this session, refer students to pack item #5, which contains a discussion poster regarding things people tend to
place their ultimate trust in. Use this as you walk through the session, noting how king Belshazzar had misplaced trust in
himself, in his “wise” advisors, and so forth.

ADDITIONAL INFO

Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies (to access your Midweek Study, go to lifeway.com/TGPWIN17Dan)
Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources
And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject



