*Disponible en espariol abajo

Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

President Joseph R. Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500-0005

Governor Gretchen Whitmer
PO. Box 30013
Lansing, Michigan 48909

Senator Gary Peters

Hart Senate Office Building
Suite 724

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Secretary Mayorkas, President Biden, Governor Whitmer, and Senator Peters:

We share this statement as a coalition of organizations and individuals in Michigan, as well as friends
and allies from around the country, who oppose the inherent violence of the immigrant detention
system and who want to see a future for Lake County that does not rely on exploitation and carceral

cruelty.

On June 15th, the Ludington Daily News reported that Michigan Republican U.S. Representatives Bill
Huizenga and John Moolenaar are pushing U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to
convert the North Lake Correctional Facility, a private prison in Baldwin owned by the GEO Group
and currently set to close on September 30th, into an ICE detention center.'

We are deeply troubled by this proposal because it follows a recent pattern of actions from the
Biden administration contravening its stated goal of ending the use of private facilities for detention,
because we know that ICE operates a system of abusive and inhumane detention centers across the
country, and because the presence of this prison in Baldwin has been disastrous for decades.
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First built in 1999 as a youth prison by the GEO Group (then known as the Wackenhut Corrections
Corporation), North Lake has closed and reopened many times, contributing to a climate of
instability and economic distress in Lake County.” After GEO’s initial attempt to capitalize on 1990s
prison expansion and local desperation for jobs, the company shuttered North Lake in 2005, then
tried to revamp the facility over the next decade for short-lived contracts to hold prisoners from
California and Vermont. This history, to say nothing of decades of economic research, attests to the
fact that prison jobs, whether public or private, do not solve the economic problems of rural
communities. Years of false promises have left Lake County with one of the lowest per capita
income rates in Michigan and a designation as a “very high unemployment rate” area.’

North Lake’s more recent history points to the overlapping injustices of the U.S. prison system—of
which private prisons make up only a fraction—and an immigrant detention and deportation
machine that relies on private facilities in order to function. In May 2019, after North Lake had sat
empty for two years, the Federal Bureau of Prisons under the Trump administration announced
plans to reopen it as a so-called “Criminal Alien Requirement” facility, exclusively for people who
were not U.S. citizens and who had been convicted of federal crimes. Immigrant advocates have long
referred to facilities like these as shadow prisons, since they operated largely in secrecy and were
designed to support a huge expansion in the federal prosecution of people apprehended at the
border, with virtually no due-process protections.*

Michigan residents who had just succeeded in shutting down ICE’s plans to build a new detention
center in lonia earlier that same year, and who knew the GEO Group’s record of medical neglect,
torture, and abuse stretching back to its founding, immediately began organizing in opposition to
these latest plans for Baldwin. From the reopening of the North Lake Correctional Facility in
October 2019 through the first two years of the COVID-19 pandemic, No Detention Centers in
Michigan and other groups took action to expose appalling conditions at North Lake and to amplify
the courageous organizing of people held inside, which included at least six separate hunger strikes
led by predominantly Black immigrants demanding better food and medical treatment in 2020

alone.’

In January 2021, President Biden’s Executive Order 14006 instructed the Department of Justice not
to renew contracts with private prisons, claiming to recognize a “broad consensus that our current
system of mass incarceration imposes significant costs and hardships on our society and
communities,” “does not make us safer,” and affects “a disproportionate number of people of
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color.” As a result of this order, it was confirmed eatlier this year that the BOP’s contract for North
Lake would not be renewed, and the facility is set to close again on September 30th. As prison

administrators began to transfer incarcerated people out to other states, immigrants who remained at
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North Lake told of worsening conditions as the GEO Group shamefully but unsurprisingly cut
more corners than ever in the distribution of food and basic necessities.” It was reported in June
2022 that GEO was contesting the facility’s tax value, attempting “to cut their value in half at a cost
to the county of $200,000 per year.”

Now, in their push to reopen North Lake, Representatives Huizenga and Moolenaar are trying to
take advantage of major loopholes in Biden’s executive order—Iloopholes which the administration
has so far refused to fix, and which are enabling the ongoing expansion of privately operated ICE
detention centers and other facilities via contracts with the Department of Homeland Security.” The
number of immigrants detained by ICE has increased since Biden took office, despite promises to
curtail detention. There were 23,390 immigrants held in ICE custody on June 19, 2022, 80% of them
in facilities run by private companies.'’ Last yeat’s reopening of the Moshannon Valley Correctional
Facility in Philipsburg, PA—formerly another immigrant-only federal prison—as an ICE detention
center points to a disturbing pattern of broken promises and the unchecked regrowth and recycling
of a cruel and abusive detention apparatus from one federal agency to another.

In calling for an ICE contract to bail out the GEO Group in Michigan yet again, Huizenga and
Moolenaar seek to capitalize on the human misery caused by the organized abandonment and
exploitation of working people both within the United States and beyond its borders. Lake County
residents have more in common with the people confined in GEO’s prisons than with those who
would profit from more cages. The immigrant detention and deportation system tears families apart
every day, exacerbates humanitarian crises, and punishes people who are trying to survive, often
those who have migrated to the United States as a result of calamities worsened by U.S. policies
abroad. Lake County residents who face their own overlapping struggles for basic needs deserve
livelithoods that do not depend on extending this harm.

An ill-conceived decision by Michigan state officials in 1999 to contract with Wackenhut/GEO to
build and operate this prison has enabled years of ruthless, cynical and dangerous exploitation of
poverty in the area. Michigan owes Lake County residents some recompense for having subjected
them to this vicious cycle, and officials should be taking steps to support such local efforts. The
ongoing restoration of the historic Black resort of Idlewild represents one example among many
emerging alternative visions of a revitalized and sustainable future for Lake County.

We refuse to let ICE and GEO expand their violence further into Michigan, and we call on the
Biden administration to extend Executive Order 14006 to explicitly prohibit the use of private
facilities for immigration detention as a first step toward phasing out all ICE detention. We call for
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bold action toward abolishing the racist detention machine in Michigan, the surrounding region, and
beyond. ICE is not welcome in our communities, and Baldwin deserves better. We demand that the
North Lake Correctional Facility stay closed for good.

Sincerely,

No Detention Centers in Michigan
NoDetentionCentersMI@gmail.com

Supporting Organizations:

ACLU of Michigan

Action of Greater Lansing

California Immigrant Youth Justice Alliance

Chicago Community Bond Fund

Committee to End the New Jim Crow - from the Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lansing
Community Asylum Seekers Project

Community EsTr(El/La)

Democratic Socialists of America, Greater Lansing Chapter
Detention Watch Network

Doctors for Camp Closure

Dominican Sisters ~ Grand Rapids

Edgewood UCC Racial Justice Ministry Team

Envision Freedom Fund

Families for Freedom

Fight Toxic Prisons

Freedom for Immigrants

GR Rapid Response to ICE

Grassroots Leadership

Human Impact Partners (HIP)

Huron Valley Democratic Socialists of America

ICE Out of Austin

Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Indivisible Michigan 7

ISLA: Immigration Services and Legal Advocacy

Jewish Activists for Immigration Justice of Western Mass
Justice for Our Neighbors Michigan

Justice Strategies

Kent County I-BOND Fund

Lancaster Bail Fund



Lansing Area Peace Education Center

Louisiana Advocates for Immigrants in Detention
Mainers for Humane Immigration

Michigan Coalition for Reproductive Liberation
Michigan Immigrant Rights Center

Michigan Solidarity Bail Fund

Michigan Student Power Alliance

Migrant Justice // Justicia Migrante - Butlington, VT
Minnesota Freedom Fund

National Lawyers Guild, Detroit & Michigan Chapter
National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Never Again Action

NorCal Resist

Norris Law

Organized Communities Against Deportations

Pax Christi Lansing

Showing Up for Racial Justice

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas Justice Team
Statewide Leadership Council

Strangers No Longer

Texas Center for Justice and Equity

Up North Progressive

We the People Michigan

West Michigan Coalition for Immigration Reform



Alejandro Mayorkas
Secretary of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

President Joseph R. Biden

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC, 20500-0005

Governor Gretchen Whitmer
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, Michigan 48909

Senator Gary Peters

Hart Senate Office Building
Suite 724

Washington, D.C. 20510

Querido secretario Mayorkas, presidente Biden, gobernadora Whitmer, y senador Peters:

Compartimos esta declaracion como una coalicion de organizaciones e individues en Michigan, asi
como amigues y aliades de todo el pais, que se oponen a la violencia inherente del sistema de
detencién de inmigrantes y que quieren ver un futuro para el condado de Lake que no dependa de
explotacion y crueldad carcelaria.

El 15 de junio, el Ludington Daily News informé que los representantes republicanos de Michigan Bill
Huizenga y John Moolenaar estan presionando al departamento de Inmigraciéon y Control de
Aduanas de EE. UU. (ICE, por sus siglas en inglés) para convertir el Centro Correccional de North
Lake, una prisién privada en Baldwin propiedad de GEO Group y actualmente programada para
cerrar el 30 de septiembre, en un centro de detencién de ICE."

Estamos profundamente preocupades por esta propuesta porque sigue un patrén reciente de
acciones de la administraciéon de Biden que contraviene su objetivo declarado de terminar con el uso
de instalaciones privadas para la detencion, porque sabemos que ICE opera un sistema de centros de
detencién abusivos e inhumanos en todo el pafs, y porque la presencia de esta prision en Baldwin ha
sido desastrosa durante décadas.

Construido por primera vez en 1999 como una prisién juvenil por GEO Group (entonces conocido
como Wackenhut Corrections Corporation), North Lake ha cerrado y reabierto muchas veces, lo que
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contribuye a un clima de inestabilidad y angustia econémica en el condado de Lake."” Después del
intento inicial de GEO de capitalizar de la expansion de la prision en la década de los noventa y la
desesperacion local por empleos, la compafiia cerré North Lake en 2005 y luego traté de renovar las
instalaciones durante la proxima década para obtener contratos de corta duracion para retener a
prisioneres de California y Vermont. Esta historia, por no hablar de décadas de investigacion
econdmica, da fe del hecho de que los trabajos penitenciarios, ya sean publicos o privados, no
resuelven los problemas econémicos de las comunidades rurales. Afios de falsas promesas han
dejado al condado de Lake con una de las tasas de ingreso per capita mas bajas de Michigan y una

designacién como area de "tasa de desempleo muy alta"."”

La historia mas reciente de North Lake apunta a las injusticias superpuestas del sistema penitenciario
estadounidense, del cual las prisiones privadas constituyen solo una fraccion, y una maquina de
detenciéon y deportacion de inmigrantes que depende de instalaciones privadas para funcionar. En
mayo de 2019, después de que North Lake estuvo vacio durante dos afios, la Oficina Federal de
Prisiones (BOP por sus siglas en inglés) bajo la administraciéon de Trump anuncié planes para
reabrirlo como una instalacion llamada "Requisito de extranjerfa criminal”, exclusivamente pata
personas que no eran ciudadanes estadounidenses y que habian sido condenades por delitos
federales. Les defensores de derechos migrantes se han referido durante mucho tiempo a
instalaciones como estas como prisiones clandestinas, ya que operaban en gran parte en secreto y
fueron disefiadas para respaldar una gran expansion en el enjuiciamiento federal de personas
detenidas en la frontera, pricticamente sin las protecciones del debido proceso."*

Les residentes de Michigan que justo habfan sido exitoses en acabar con los planes de ICE para
construir un nuevo centro de detencién en Ionia a principios de ese mismo afio, y que conocian el
historial de negligencia médica, tortura y abuso del Grupo GEO que se remonta a su fundacion,
inmediatamente comenzaron a organizarse en oposicion a estos ultimos planes para Baldwin. Desde
la reapertura del Centro Correccional de North Lake en octubre de 2019 hasta los dos primeros
afios de la pandemia de COVID-19, No Detention Centers en Michigan y otros grupos tomaron
medidas para exponer las terribles condiciones en North Lake y amplificar la valiente organizacion
de las personas detenidas adentro, que incluyo6 al menos seis huelgas de hambre separadas lideradas

por inmigrantes predominantemente Negres que exigfan mejor comida y tratamiento médico en
2020."

En enero de 2021, la Orden Ejecutiva 14006 del presidente Biden ordené al Departamento de
Justicia que no renovara los contratos con las prisiones privadas, afirmando reconocer un "amplio
consenso de que nuestro sistema actual de encarcelamiento masivo impone costos y dificultades

significativas a nuestra sociedad y comunidades", "no no nos hace mas seguros”, y afecta a “un
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nimero desproporcionado de personas de color”'® Como resultado de esta orden, a principios de
este aflo se confirmo que el contrato de la BOP para North Lake no se renovaria y la instalacion
cerrara nuevamente el 30 de septiembre. A medida que les administradores penitenciarios
comenzaron a trasladar a las personas encarceladas a otros estados, les inmigrantes que
permanecieron en North Lake hablaron sobre el empeoramiento de las condiciones a medida que el
Grupo GEO vergonzosamente, pero como era de esperar, corté mas atajos que nunca en la
distribucién de alimentos y articulos de primera necesidad."” I En junio de 2022 se informé que
GEO estaba impugnando el valor fiscal de la instalacion, intentando "reducir su valor a la mitad a un
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costo para el condado de $200,000 por afio.

Ahora, en su intento de reabrir North Lake, los representantes Huizenga y Moolinaar estan tratando
de aprovechar las excepciones importantes en la orden ejecutiva de Biden, excepciones que la
administracion se ha negado a arreglar hasta ahora y que estan permitiendo la expansion continua de
centros de detencién de ICE que son operados por entidades privadas y otras instalaciones a través
de contratos con el Departamento de Seguridad Nacional."” El nimero de inmigrantes detenides por
ICE ha aumentado desde que Biden asumi6 el cargo, a pesar de las promesas de reducir la
detencién. Habia 23,390 inmigrantes bajo custodia de ICE el 19 de junio de 2022, el 80% de elles en
instalaciones administradas por empresas privadas.”’ La reapertura el afio pasado del Centro
Correccional Moshannon Valley en Philipsburg, Pensilvania—anteriormente otra prision federal solo
para inmigrantes—como un centro de detenciéon de ICE apunta a un patrén inquietante de
promesas incumplidas y el resurgimiento y reciclaje descontrolado de un aparato de detencién cruel
y abusivo de una agencia federal a otra.

Al pedir un contrato de ICE para rescatar al Grupo GEO en Michigan una vez mas, Huizenga y
Moolinaar buscan capitalizar la miseria humana causada por el abandono organizado y la explotacion
de les trabajadores tanto dentro de los Estados Unidos como mas alla de sus fronteras. Les
residentes del condado de Lake tienen mas en comun con las personas recluidas en las prisiones de
GEO que con aquellas que se beneficiarfan de mas jaulas. El sistema de detencién y deportacion de
inmigrantes separa a las familias todos los dfas, aumenta la crisis humanitaria y castiga a las personas
que intentan sobrevivir, a menudo aquellas que han emigrado a los Estados Unidos como resultado
de las calamidades agravadas por las polizas estadounidenses en el exterior. Les residentes del
condado de Lake que enfrentan sus propias luchas superpuestas por las necesidades basicas merecen
medios de subsistencia que no dependan de la extension de este tipo de dano.
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Una decisiéon mal concebida de les funcionaries del estado de Michigan en 1999 de contratar a
Wackenhut/GEO para construir y operar esta prisién ha permitido afios de explotacion despiadada,
cinica y peligrosa de la pobreza en el area. Michigan le debe a les residentes del condado de Lake
alguna recompensa por haberles sometido a este circulo vicioso, y les funcionaries deberfan tomar
medidas para apoyar dichos esfuerzos locales. La restauracion en curso del histérico centro turistico
negro de Idlewild representa un ejemplo, entre muchas visiones alternativas emergentes, de un
futuro revitalizado y sostenible para el condado de Lake.

Nos negamos a permitir que ICE y GEO expandan su violencia mas allda de Michigan, y hacemos un
llamado a la administraciéon Biden para que extienda la Orden Ejecutiva 14006 para prohibir
explicitamente el uso de instalaciones privadas para la detencion de inmigrantes como un primer
paso hacia la eliminacién gradual de todas las detenciones de ICE. Hacemos un llamado a tomar
medidas audaces para abolir la maquina de detencion racista en nuestro estado, la region circundante
y mas alld. ICE no es bienvenido en nuestras comunidades, y Baldwin merece algo mejor. Exigimos
que la Instalacién Correccional de North Lake permanezca cerrada para siempre.

Sinceramente,



