
 
 

Helpful Links for College Application and Admissions 
 

(Updated March 2025) 
 

 
College Search Engines** 
 
BigFuture College Search 
College Navigator (Note: this is federally funded and future 
uncertain) 
Niche 
CollegeSimply 
 
** ChatGPT (AI) can also be used but it is important to ask 
specific questions regarding college attributes and student 
academic levels. 
 
 
Standardized Testing: 
 
SAT 
ACT 
AP Testing 
Which Colleges Require Test Scores? 
 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/filters
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/college-quiz/
https://www.collegesimply.com/colleges/search#google_vignette
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/
https://ap.collegeboard.org/
https://fairtest.org/test-optional-list/


 
College Applications: 
 
The Common App 
​ Common App Activity Section Help 
The UC Application 
Cal State Apply 
 
 
College Essays: 
 
The Common Application Essays 
UC PIQs 
Great College Essay Free Resources 
 
 
College Financial Aid: 
 
FAFSA 
CSS 
College Cost of Attendance and Merit Aid 
 
 
Return on Investment: 
 
ROI CEW Georgetown 
 
 
Personality and Interest Tests: 
 
16 Personalities Test  
Holland Code Interest Profiler (Note: this is federally funded and 
future uncertain) 
Career Explorer 

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://beta.pickaxeproject.com/axe?id=Common_App_Activities_Description_Generator_H76B6
https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu/my-application/login
https://www.calstate.edu/apply
https://www.commonapp.org/blog/announcing-2025-2026-common-app-essay-prompts
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://studentaid.gov/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://lookerstudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/0db1fc2e-a739-4596-b425-419c2cfac963/page/dFARD?s=mOFFrRi-cYg
https://cew.georgetown.edu/cew-reports/roi2025/#resources
https://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwp8--BhBREiwAj7og1yaIgt9L4AG1IvFpofa1GdtFQhtGQsT54biQ7AMN7eU_eOqxm_MovBoCshgQAvD_BwE
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
https://www.careerexplorer.com/


 
 
Career information: 
 
(https://www.mynextmove.org/find/interests)(Note: this is 
federally funded and future uncertain) 
 Local College Resources 
Specifics in Orange County  
Business Major Information 
 
 
 
Statistical information: 
Cal State Admission Data 
Big 10 GPA Data For Incoming Freshman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mynextmove.org/find/interests
https://www.coastline.edu/student-services/career-services/career-exploration.php
https://www.oc-works.org/
https://poetsandquantsforundergrads.com/category/rankings/
https://www.calstate.edu/data-center/institutional-research-analyses/Pages/data-dashboards.aspx
https://waf.cs.illinois.edu/visualizations/Trends-in-High-School-GPAs-of-Incoming-Freshman/

