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Optional Prayers or Collects 

 Prayer for Peace (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 815) 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no 
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples 
may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be 
dominion and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Preparedness and Response (The Rev. Lyndon Harris)  
O God, our times are in your hand.  In the midst of uncertainty lead us by your never-failing grace 
as we seek to be agents of healing and hope.  Walk with us through difficult times; watch over us 
in danger; and give to us a spirit of love and compassion for those who suffer and mourn.  And 
finally remind us that you have promised never to leave us so that even in the valley of the 
shadow of death your love may be felt, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Collect on the Occasion of a Disaster (Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints (Church 
Publishing: New York), p. 733) 
Compassionate God...Draw near to us in this time of sorrow and anguish, comfort those who 
mourn, strengthen those who are weary, encourage those in despair, and lead us all to fullness of 
life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen 
 
Collect for a Person in Trouble or Bereavement (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 831) 
O merciful Father, who hast taught us in thy holy Word that thou dost not willingly afflict or grieve 
the children of men: Look with pity upon the sorrows of thy servant for whom our prayers are 
offered. Remember him, O Lord, in mercy, nourish his soul with patience, comfort him with a 
sense of thy goodness, lift up thy countenance upon him, and give him peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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