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VIA E-MAIL

District Attorney Brooke Jenkins

San Francisco District Attorney's Office
350 Rhode Island Street

North Building, Suite 400N

San Francisco, CA 94103

Thursday, October 31, 2024
District Attorney Jenkins,

The undersigned organizations demand that you end your office’s collusion with federal prosecutors and other
federal agencies to prevent state court juries from hearing stories of immigrant community members. This
practice by your office sets up a two-tiered system of justice that discriminates against and deprives immigrants
of due process, fast-tracks people into deportation, and subjects victims of labor trafficking to life-threatening
conditions. In the last year, more than 100 people have been subjected to the District Attorney’s collusion with
federal prosecutors.

In August 2024, the San Francisco Public Defender’s Office announced an unprecedented trial victory—a
complete acquittal —for a young man who was labor trafficked and coerced to sell drugs in San Francisco’s
Tenderloin neighborhood. This is the first time in the Bay Area and possibly the state where a jury has fully
acquitted someone of drug-related charges because the person was labor trafficked and their life and loved ones
were threatened with harm. This story is not unique. Juries in four other cases in San Francisco where evidence
of human trafficking was presented declined to convict the individuals and instead hung.

Further, the DA’s office practice of colluding with federal prosecutors makes it harder for people to show up to
their local hearings for fear of immigration enforcement. This cruel practice has led to traumatic arrests
including that of several young mothers, at the San Francisco courthouse. It singles out and scapegoats the
immigrant community for the tragic fentanyl overdose crisis, and evades our historic Sanctuary law, which is
crucial to building strong, safe communities. Today, when hateful, anti-immigrant rhetoric is on the rise across
the country, we staunchly oppose any efforts to scapegoat our friends, family, and neighbors who are
immigrants.

As an elected official, you must follow your oath to protect all victims of crime and stop offering coercive plea
deals that put people at risk of ICE detention and deportation. We believe that the DA’s office should treat labor
trafficking survivors the same way it treats sex trafficking survivors. We would also like to remind you that your
office has an obligation under state law to sign U- and T-visa certifications to support immigrant survivors. See
SB 674; CA Penal Code Section 679.10 and AB 1261; CA Penal Code 679.11.

We demand an end to your office’s unjust practice of colluding with federal prosecutors, that punishes and
traumatizes our immigrant communities and their loved ones. The overdose crisis is a public health crisis, and
we urgently need evidence-based solutions. We don't need false solutions that will harm people who are victims
of trafficking and create more fear in our communities. We ask for a meeting with you to discuss how you’ll be
responding to these requests to stop colluding with federal agencies to target and funnel community members
into deportation.

Signed,


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHq987n0UBhTOZBC84IAiLyhZwUlC06a4xED8tmccJVxxs0g/viewform
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-09-05/san-francisco-s-fentanyl-crisis-triggers-migrant-deportation-crackdown
https://missionlocal.org/2024/09/s-f-public-defenders-office-blasts-da-demands-she-stop-working-with-feds-to-deport-immigrants/
https://davisvanguard.org/2023/11/sf-public-defender-condemns-traumatic-arrests-of-mothers-in-state-court-by-feds-charges-its-designed-to-evade-sanctuary-law-deport-people-by-ice/
https://davisvanguard.org/2023/11/sf-public-defender-condemns-traumatic-arrests-of-mothers-in-state-court-by-feds-charges-its-designed-to-evade-sanctuary-law-deport-people-by-ice/
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/6-21_ca_state_u_visa_laws.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/california%E2%80%99s-ab-1261-and-immigration-relief-survivors-crime-and-trafficking

ABD/Skywatchers

Arab Resource and Organizing Center
Asian Law Caucus

Asian Women'’s Shelter

CARECEN SF

California Coalition for Women Prisoners
California Immigrant Policy Center

Causa Justa :: Just Cause

Chinese for Affirmative Action

Coalition on Homelessness, San Francisco
Community United Against Violence
Drug Policy Alliance

Filipino Community Center

GLIDE

Immigrant Legal Resource Center
Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity
La Raza Centro Legal

La Raza Community Resource Center
Legal Services for Children

Mission Action

National Harm Reduction Coalition

One Voice Recovery, Inc.

Pine United Methodist Church

People Organizing to Demand Environmental & Economic Rights (PODER)
San Francisco Immigrant Legal and Education Network
San Francisco Public Defender's Office
San Francisco Rising

Senior and Disability Action

The Sidewalk Project

Trabajadores Unidos Workers United
University of San Francisco, Immigration & Deportation Defense Clinic
Young Women Freedom Center

jueves, 31 de octubre de 2024

Fiscal de distrito Jenkins,

Las organizaciones abajo firmantes exigen que su oficina ponga fin a su colusion con fiscales federales y otras agencias
federales para impedir que los jurados de los tribunales estatales escuchen los casos ¢ historias de miembros de la
comunidad inmigrante. Esta practica de su oficina establece un sistema de justicia de dos niveles que discrimina a los
inmigrantes, acelera la deportacion de las personas y somete a las victimas de la trata laboral a condiciones que ponen en
peligro sus vidas. En el ultimo afio, mas de 100 personas han sido objeto de la colaboracion de su oficina con los fiscales
federales.

En agosto de 2024, la Oficina del Defensor Publico de San Francisco anunci6 una victoria en el juicio sin precedentes
(una absolucion total) para un joven que fue objeto de trata de labor forzado y que fue obligado a vender drogas en el
barrio Tenderloin de San Francisco. Esta es la primera vez en el Area de la Bahia y posiblemente en el estado donde un



jurado ha absuelto completamente a alguien de cargos relacionados con drogas porque la persona fue objeto de trata

laboral y su vida y sus seres queridos fueron amenazados. Esta historia no es tnica.

Ademas, la practica de su oficina de colaborar con los fiscales federales hace que sea mas dificil para las personas
presentarse a sus audiencias locales por temor a las autoridades migratorias. Esta cruel practica ha provocado arrestos
traumaticos, incluido el de varias madres jovenes, en el juzgado de San Francisco. Esta poliza de su oficina sefala y
convierte a la comunidad inmigrante en chivo expiatorio por la tragica crisis de sobredosis de fentanilo y evade nuestra
historica ley Santuario, que es crucial para construir comunidades fuertes y seguras. Hoy, cuando la retérica odiosa y
antiinmigrante estd aumentando en todo el pais, nos oponemos firmemente a cualquier intento de convertir a nuestros

amigos, familiares y vecinos inmigrantes en chivos expiatorios.

Como funcionario electo, debe cumplir su juramento de proteger a todas las victimas del delito y dejar de ofrecer acuerdos
de declaracion de culpabilidad coercitivos que pongan a las personas en riesgo de ser detenidas y deportadas por ICE.
Creemos que la oficina del fiscal del distrito deberia tratar a los sobrevivientes de la trata laboral de la misma manera que
trata a los sobrevivientes de la trata sexual. También nos gustaria recordarle que su oficina tiene la obligacion, segun la ley
estatal, de firmar certificaciones de visas U y T para apoyar a los inmigrantes sobrevivientes. Véase SB 674; Codigo Penal
de California, Seccion 679.10 y AB 1261; Codigo Penal de California 679.11.

Exigimos el fin de la practica injusta de su oficina de colaborar con los fiscales federales, que castiga y traumatiza a
nuestras comunidades inmigrantes y a sus seres queridos. La crisis de sobredosis es una crisis de salud publica y
necesitamos urgentemente soluciones basadas en evidencia. No necesitamos soluciones falsas que dafian a las personas
que son victimas de la trata laboral y que crean mas miedo en nuestras comunidades. Solicitamos una reunion con usted
para discutir como respondera a estas solicitudes para dejar de coludir con agencias federales para atacar y enviar a
miembros de la comunidad hacia la deportacion.

Firmado,



