Land of Hope Ch. 1 Notes

e Challenges of Overland Trade along the Silk Road

Slow, expensive, and perilous after fall of Constantinople (1453).
Year-long journey from Venice to Beijing through treacherous terrains.
Goods transported on horseback and camels.

Unfriendly groups controlled land routes, necessitating payments to local
rulers and intermediaries.

Inflated prices of goods by the time they reached European markets.

e Growing Demand for East-West Trade

Increasing demand for luxury goods.
Need for a better trade route.
Focus on maritime exploration and world mapping.

e Advancements in Navigation and Ship Design

Instruments aiding navigation: dry magnetic compass, astrolabe,
quadrant, cross-staff.

New ships: Genoese carrack, Portuguese caravel.

Innovative sail configurations for better wind maneuverability.
Technological developments leading to maritime exploration.

e Societal and Political Implications of Rapid Trade Expansion

Emergence of merchant class through commerce.

Market towns, port cities growing in importance.

Transformation challenging traditional aristocracies rooted in feudal
economy.



Rising merchant elites in Lisbon, Seville, Venice displacing old elites.
Disruptive nature of trade causing significant societal changes.

e Rise of New Political Structures

Merchant-princes in Italy establishing city-states (Florence, Venice).
Emergence of centralized monarchies in other regions.

Unified currency, removal of trade barriers, professional armies.
Innovations benefiting merchant and middle classes, contributing to
nation-building.

e Emergence of Powerful Nation-States

France, England, Spain, Portugal as emerging powerful nation-states by
1492.

Portugal's Age of Discovery under Prince Henry the Navigator.

Skilled Portuguese navigators charting West African coast.

Explorers Dias and da Gama reaching India by rounding Africa (1498),
establishing water route to the East.

e Christopher Columbus's Quest

Drawn by Portuguese exploration, Columbus sought westward route to
the Far East.

Secured Spanish monarchs' support after rejections.

Columbus's fleet and navigational tools for his voyage.

Discovery of the Bahamas and belief in reaching the Indies.

Realization of discovering a new landmass.

e Columbus's Voyages and Unintended Discovery

Four round-trip voyages between Spain and the Americas (1492-1503).



e (Columbus's limited understanding of his discovery as a new landmass.
e Implications for European unsettlement leading to the settlement of
America.

e Legacy of Columbus's Voyages
e Beginning of a new era of exploration and global connections.
e (Columbus's role in expanding horizons despite his limitations.



