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Sperber Health Sciences Library

READ THIS FIRST!
For best results, simply rerun your original searches with no date limits, download all results and
deduplicate the new results against your previous results. We ONLY recommend using the
information contained in this document if it is not possible for you to deduplicate against your
old results.

If you are using Covidence to do your deduping, the method above will cause your numbers to
be wrong in the Covidence created PRISMA chart because many records will have been
downloaded more than once. However this is very easy to account for.

● Records identified through database searching = the sum of the total from each
database from the most recent update only.

● Records after duplicates removed (records screened) = total number of abstracts
screened in Covidence.

If you haven’t used Covidence, it’s possible to deduplicate results in your citation manager (e.g.,
Endnote, Mendeley, Zotero, etc.)
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Disclaimer
Updating searches is a surprisingly
complex undertaking and the best
practices for doing so change on a regular
basis. We will update this document as we
become aware of better approaches.
Always pay attention to results that don't
make sense (e.g. when you get less than
your original search or 4x more etc.).
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CINAHL

1. Re-run the original search

2. Clear the search box. On the advanced search page, choose the limit "Search only
Pre-CINAHL" and click on Search button (See S2 in example below)

3. Use entry date (EM) to limit the search
E.g. To retrieve publications between July 1, 2017 to July 24, 2020, search the following:
EM 20170701-20200724

4. OR together the Pre-Cinahl limit results (S14 in example below) and entry date search
string results (S15 in example below). Then AND that result with the last row of your
original search (S13 in example below). (You can do this in one step - See S16 in
example below)

Sample Search:
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Cochrane Library (Wiley Interface)

1. Re-run the original search

2. For Cochrane Reviews use the Custom Range along left-hand navigation

Cochrane Reviews - Custom Range:

3. For the Trials database (aka CENTRAL) make sure you use the custom range box on the
"Date added to CENTRAL trials database" section rather than the "Year first published"
section. (See example on next page).
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Trials - Custom Range:

Last Updated: July 2020 Geoffrey and Robyn Sperber Health Sciences Library
Contact: sprbhelp@ualberta.ca

mailto:sprbhelp@ualberta.ca


Embase (Ovid interface)

1. Re-run the original search

2. Use Entry Week (EM) to limit the search. em is the entry week field YYYYWW
**WW=week number**. Useful site for figuring out week numbers for specific years:
http://www.epochconverter.com/weeks/2017. E.g. If you need to update from 08
January 2014 the value would be 201402.

3. (201728 or 201709 or 20171* or 20172* or 20173* or 20174* or 20175* or 2018* or
2019* or 2020*).em.

4. Combine date line and original search with AND (see below):

Sample Search:
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MEDLINE (Ovid Interface)

1. Re-run the original search

2. Use a combination of the following field codes: Create Date (DT), Entrez Date (EZ), and
Entry Date (ED).

Create Date (DT) - Contains the date when it was added to PubMed.
Entrez Date (EZ) - The date the citation was added to PubMed. Beginning on Oct 9, 2008,
the Entrez Date is set equal to the Publication Date (DP).
Entry Date (ED) - Contains the NLM internal date completed which is the date processing
of the record ends; i.e. MeSH headings added, quality assurance validations completed,
and the completed record subsequently is distributed to PubMed. This is contrasted with
Date Created (DC) that is the date processing begins.

E.g. To retrieve publications between July 14, 2017 to May 2022, search the following:

("20170714" or "20170715" or "20170716" or "20170717" or "20170718" or "20170719"
or 2017072* or 2017073* or 201708* or 201709* or 201710* or 201711* or 201712* or
2018* or 2019* or 2020* or 2021* or 2022*).dt,ez,ed.

3. Then, AND the last search row of your original search with the search string including the
publication dates.
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PsycINFO (Ovid Interface)

1. Re-run the original search

2. Use the following field code: Publication Date (DP).

E.g. To retrieve publications between July 1, 2017 to December 31, 2019, search the
following:

(201707* OR 201708* OR 201709* OR 201710* OR 201711* OR 201712* OR 2018* OR
2019*).dp.

3. Then, AND the last search row of your original search with the search string including the
publication dates.
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PubMed

1. Re-run the original search

2. Modify the Custom Range to limit the search to desired date ranges.

Custom Range:
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Scopus

1. Re-run the original search (from saved searches or copy and paste search strategy into
Advanced Search)

2. At the end of the search, type AND ORIG-LOAD-DATE > YYYYMMDD. The YYYYMMDD is
the last date your search was run

Updated Search - Last Ran on March 2nd, 2020:
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ProQuest Databases (Eg. Dissertations and Theses Global)

1. Re-run the original search

2. Use the menu on the left hand side of the results page to create a custom date range.
Click Enter a Date Range and then input last date search was run to present date.

Enter a Date Range:
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This license lets others remix, adapt, and build upon your work non-commercially, and although
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