Welcome to

Grade 8

Dear Seventh Grader,

Congratulations on completing the seventh grade and welcome to 8" Grade!

Assignment # 1

The summer reading assignment will involve reading one (1) book from the list provided below.

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen
Trials of Apollo (Book One: The Hidden Oracle) by Rick Riordan

Assignment # 2

Based on the story you chose, you will create a crossword puzzle using ideas from the book. You
need at least 20 words. You can use Canva.com or any other free site that allows you to create
the crossword puzzle. Also, be sure to provide an answer key.

Assignment #3
Be sure the ELA tests in the TACHS book (It can be from any TACHS book; if you have already

been working on it for a TACHS prep class be sure to bring it in so that | can give you credit).

**All students must complete this “One-Pager” for the REQUIRED BOOK**

A “One-Pager” is a single-page response that shows your understanding of a piece of text you
have read, be it a poem, novel, chapter of a book, or any other literature. It is a way of making a
representation of your individual, unique understanding. It is a way to be creative and
experimental. It is a way to respond to your reading imaginatively and honestly. The purpose of
a “One-Pager” is to own what you are reading since we read differently when we know we are



going to do something with the text that we have read. We learn best when we are able to
create our own patterns!

What To Do:

* Be sure to put the title of the text you’re responding to somewhere on the page where the
reader will notice it. (This is required.)

* Pull out one or more “notable quotes” or phrases that jump out at you, make you think or
wonder, or remind you of something. Write them down anywhere on your page. Use different
colors and/or writing styles to individualize each “quote” or phrase.

e Use a visual image, either drawn, printed out, or cut out from a magazine, which creates a
visual focus. These pictures need to illustrate what pictures you have in your mind from reading.
* Make a personal statement about what you have read. What did it mean to you personally?
What is your opinion, final thought, big question or personal connection?

e Ask a question or two and answer it.

e Create it in such a way that your audience will understand something about the literature
from your “One-Pager.”

* Be sure to hand write this assignment.

What Not To Do:

e Don’t merely summarize. You’re not retelling the story.

e Don’t use lined paper, to keep from being restricted by lines.

e Don’t think a half a page will do. Make it rich with “quotes” and images. FILL THE PAPER UP!

Below are some examples:
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Have a good summer!

Mrs. DeGregorio
ELA Teacher



