LlasHo omeepixeHHbIl bs1yxdarn
B nycmsiHe mupa 6e3 nputoma:
Bocried 3a sekom sek bexarn,
Kak 3a MUHymor MuHyma,
O0Ho0bpa3HoU Yepedodl.

HuuymoxHolu enacmeys 3emsed.

M. JlepmoHmos. ‘[emoH”.

[Mpr3bIB CBEPXBHECTECTBEHHOWN CYLLIHOCTU ABMsi COOOM AEN0 PUCKOBAHHOE M 3a4acTyto
HeonpaBAaHHOE, HO Ky[a BaXHee — eLé 1 HEBEPOATHO yTomuTensHoe. CTepHUTa NoHana
3T0, B AEeCATbIN pa3 NepeprCcoBbIBas OXpPaHHbIE 3HAKN 1 C HyNSA pacyepynBas BUTMEBATbIE
rmndbl. XoTa B rpumMyape 1 6bina nogpobHas MHCTPYKUUA MO BbI30OBY, YaCTb CTPaHUL,
novcTpenanach, a HeKOTopble HyXHble A51s npuMepa n3obpaxeHus NpUxXoaunoch
OCTOPOXHO pecTaBpMpOBaTh NpM NOMOLLM Marmu, 6naro Ha 3TOT cryvan OTAeNbHbIM
BKMaAblLLeM npuraranochb Hy>Hoe 3aknuHaHve. byab Ha MecTe YenHIKMHIa OnbITHBIN
AeMoHoror, oH 6bl cnpaBuica 3a nonyaca, Aa TonbKo rae ero B3siTb — NpeacTaBuTeNnst 4aBHO
BbIMepLuer npodeccun? 3HaHus xe NoBenntenst 0 Takoro poga mMarum orpaHn4MBanmchb
CcTaHgapTHOW 6a3on, NoYEeprnHYTON B akagemMum 3nogees, HO y4ebHoM nporpamme
CBOWCTBEHHO CO BPEMEHEM CTUPaTbCH U3 NaMsATU, OCOBEHHO eCnn K € N3y4eHuto
npunaranu HeJocTaTo4HOEe KONMUMYECTBO CTapaHun. ..

[MoaTomy BOMHa C rpMMyapoM BbIXO4uMia Ha WwecTon AeHb. [Noka CtepHuTa rpbi3na co
3110CTM KapaHaalln 1 B NPOMBbILLIIEHHbIX MaclwTabax n3soguna gparoueHHyro bymary un
BOCK, [loBenutensb 3aHumarncs Tem, 4em Mor. [MoYnHMA Npy NOMOLLM KYNIIEHHOro Ha
oBpaTHOM MyTK CBapOYHOro anmnaparta CBOK HeCHUMaeMyto BPOHI0; No3Xe coBepLunn Typ no
pasnuyHbIM NaBkam, Nokynas Bcé, 4to npocuna CtepHuta. [Nlomoran ¢ TonkoBaHMem
HEKOTOPbIX YCTapeBLUMX, @ MOTOMY HEMOHSTHLIX CIOB, TYT U TaM BbICKaKUBaOLLNX cpeam
APEBHUX CTPOK; MPOrOHAS 3acuAeBLUeroca YenHOKNNHIa oTcbinaTbes, YToObI Ta, HU Aan
Ouckopn, He noHanucana Yero B Nonyapéme.

Ha ceabmoit aeHb, koraa MNMoBenutenb HEC NPUBbIYHYIO BaxTy CHapyu 6alHu, oxuaas
HaBeOEHHbIX anobLumuei-koponeeor nanaguHos, CTepHMTa Bbilna K HeMy U1, BykBarnbHO
ncTo4Yas ropAocCTb, No3Barna npMHMMaThb paboTy.

MoBenuTtenb OTKUHYI OJNTMHHBIN NPyTUK 1N canorom CTép BblBEOEHHbIE HA CyXOI7I no4yse
He3aMbICNoBaTbl€ KapaKkyJin.



— Mornagmm, 4To Tbl TaM Hamaruyuna.

Ha nony nocpeau 3ana, B OKpY>XEHUM CKOMKaHHbIX YEPHOBMKOB, OTPbI3KOB NMUCbMEHHbIX
NpUHaONEXHOCTEN U Pa3HOWN CTENEHU BMaXHOCTM Ny, pacnonarancs Kpyr npusbisa. o
KpasiM naeanbHO POBHOW OKPY)XHOCTM FOPEnu TONCTblE CBEYU, OT KOTOPbIX MCXOAWI
NPUSITHBIA apoMaT. BHyTpu e kpyra Bcé Obirnio NogeneHo Ha paBHble YacTu, B KOTOPbIX
TECHUNNCb aKKypaTHO BblBEAEHHbIE CreumanbHOM KUCTOUKOM pyHbI. [loBenutens He
noGpesarosarn, BCTan Ha YeTBEPEHbKW, U CTan BHUMAaTENbHO pasrnaabiBaTh Kaxabli
MUMUMETP.

— Bot Tonbko He genav BUA, YTo YTO-TO B 3TOM MOHMMAaeLLb, — CaMOAOBOSIbHO XOXOTHYNa
CtepHuTa.

— He 3agupaiics, no Mepkam cepbE3HbiX BOMNWEGHMNKOB Thbl MO YepTexxam cobpana Tabyper.
3a Hepgento, — 3noQew BcTarn, a 3aTeM KMBHYI B CTOPOHY MecTa npu3biBa. — OTa cBe4va U
[OIMKHA He ropeTb?

YelHmKNMHT onacnueo nogoLuna v, yqocTOBEPMBLUUCH B MPaBAMBOCTY 3aMeYaHus,
HEeBHSATHO 3abopmoTana Npo CKBO3HSIKW U CbIPOW BO3AYX.

— B 6awuke y Teb5 CKBO3HSK, — Orpbi3Hynca MNMosenutens. — lNepeq Tem, Kak n3 TBOEro
NOXXEBAHHOIO Tena BbITAHYT OCTaTKM AywWu, He 3abyab HANOMHUTbL AEMOHY, YTO BO BCEM
BMHOBAaTa norofa, a He TBOS HEBHMMaTENbHOCTb. Yero Bbinynunacsk? 3axuran.

— Pasopancs... — npoeopyana CtepHuTa, nognanveasi OT 04HOro UTUbKa OPYrow.

lMpoBepuB 1 NEPENPOBEPUB ELLE HECKOMBKO pa3 BCE, YTO TOMbKO BbINO MOXHO, BNIOTb 40
BKyCa KYPMHOW KPOBW, KOTOPOM 1 Aenanacb pa3mMeTka, NogenbHUKM BCTanm HanpoTMB Kpyra.
CTepHuTa B3sina rpyMyap 1 OTKpbiia HY)XXHYH0 CTpaHuLy.

“MoxeT, He Hago 6bIno apomaTtuyeckme cesedn 6paTb?” — Hanocneaok nogymarn
MoeenuTenb, Korga YeUHIXKITMHI NPUHANACh YiTaTb 3akNMHAHME.

®aH’AHOH, Cribilb,

o npuka3sy — Kbiw!

MHe cnyxu 6e3 so3paxeHud,
HeszamemHbim 6ydb Kak Mbiuib!

W Tonbko CTepHuUTa NnpomnsHecna nocnegHee CrioBo, CBEYM B OAMH MUT obpaTmunmch
OrHeHHbIMK cTonbamu, ckpbiBas 3a cobon Kpyr Npu3biBa. PeByLLMI NOTOK yCTpeMuncs
BBEPX, OCBeLasa TEMHOE HYTPO HaLlHW, COBCEM HEMHOIO He Ao6wn A0 TEMHbLIX CBOAOB,
nocne 4Yero NOLWEén Ha cnaj, packnapiBascb MU paccbinascb uckpamun. CTepHuTa ¢ pyraHbo
3acnoHuna cobou rpumyap 1 cnpatanach 3a [lloBenuTens, TOT B CBOK ovepenb nepexsaTun
Ha BCSAKWI CIyYyan HanAeHHbIN napy AHEW Ha3af B 3a0biTOM 3aKyTKe CTapeHbKUA CKUMUTAP,
NPUCBOEHHbBIV B NpUcHONaMsaTHOM noxoae Ha CepernbHyto Apasuto. OroHb nponarn, He



OCTaBMB Ha CBOEM MeCTe Aaxe pacnnaBneHHbIX OCTaTkoB cBeven. BmecTto Hero u3 Kpyra
NOTAHYNOCb HEYTO NpoaoriroBatoe n, cyad no gepraHbiM ABUXXEHUAM, XXUBOE.

JInwéHHoe npucocok LWynanbLe Bblnesno Ha Aobpble ABaALaTb METPOB, U CTano
OrnsiabliBaThCS, Kak pyka B Hocke. [loBenuTtenb pasapaXEéHHO BbIBOSOK M3-3a CMVHbI
YEeNHOKINHra.

— Tbl KOro ctoga npuTawuna, Hacekomoe? A TyT UTo, Hegento y Tebs Ha nocbinikax 6eran
pagu Taptaposckoro yaa?

CTepHuTa B MONHON pacTepsiHHOCTY fMcTana CTpaHuLbl, CTapasiChb BbICKaTb
HeCyLLEeCTBYHOLLYIO OLINOKY.

— Ho 5 e Bcé npaBunbHo caenanal — npoTtecToBana oHa, BOCNPOU3BOAS B yMe
BblyYeHHble Han3ycTb Tabnuupbl U cTonbubl. — Tbl M cam chbllarn, Koro s npusbisana.

— Cnblwan, He rmyxoi... — oTo3Barcs NosenuTenb, NpuM3HaBasl, YTo YacTb BUHbI MOXET
nexatb 1 Ha HEM. — OT3bIBaW 3Ty OPsiHb, UMW... — OH cAenan rry6oKOMbICNIEHHYHO naya3y.
— Winun Bac octaButb HeHagonro? Kak-Hukak uenas Hefens paboTbl, HO B TaKOM cryyae Ha
Tebe BnaxHas ybopka.

masa y CTepHUTbI OKPYIMUNCL U CTanu pasMepom ¢ obefeHHbIe Tapenku, LWEKK
3anornbixanu Tak, YTO BOSIHa Xapa OT HMUX AoKaTunack Ao 3roges.

— Yrt0-0-0?!.. la kak TbI!.. [1a Tbl... Tbl!

— He noHumaeLwb Tbl LUYTOK, — AOBOSIbHO NPOM3HEC [oBenuternb, Noka YeNHOKIUHT
TSXKENo Aplwa, nbitanack coobpasnTtb, kKak OTBETUTb, XOTst 0ObIYHO 3a CroBaMu B KapMaH He
nesna. — JlagHo, noBecenunuco 1 byaet. Yoepu aTy XpeHOBUHY M3 Moen HGaLlHu.

Tonbko CTepHUTa NpPUHANAch UCKATb HYXKHOE 3aKfMHaHWe, KaK LynanbLe OXUBKUMIOCh,
pasBepHyochb 1 pe3ko, 6e3 NpeaynpeXxaeHnsl, pacTsHyNoCh B €€ CTOPOHY.

3awymTa, NpusBaHHas oropoaMTb MECTO MPU3biBa OT OCTanbHOMO Mupa He paboTana.

— A-a-a-a, oTuenu aTy Mep30CTb, OTuenn! — 3aBepeLLana ytackupaemas nobonbITHbIM
dhamMnnbsapomM YerHXKNUHr. LLlynanbue He NpocTo 06BUIOCH BOKPYT €€ 3a4HEN HOMM, HO U
AN HaAEXHOCTM NPOAENoch B OA4HY M3 AblpoK Ha 6abke.

HamepeHunin gemoHmn4eckoro otpocTtka NoBenntens TOYHO He 3Hasl, HO HaBEpPXY, B XKUITOM
KOMHaTe, 6bI10 NpUNpPsiTaHO HECKONbKO MHPOPMALIMOHHbBIX HOCUTENEN, Ha O4HOM 13
KOTOPbIX XpaHuUMachk 3anucb TOro, YeM BbllLeLune U3-nog KOHTPOIS rTMraHTCcKme Wwynanbsua
00bI4YHO 3aHMMatoTCS.

CTtepHuTa exana Ha XuBoTe, Liapanas HakongoBaHHbIMU KOrtamu nos. lNosenutens ¢
HECBOWCTBEHHOW CBOEMY pa3Mepy CKOPOCTbIO OKasarics psaoM 1 B3MaxHyn CKUMUTaPOM.
Lynanbue, NMWMBLUNCL CaMOW YyBCTBUTENBHOW YacTu cebsi, 3abnnock U3 CTOPOHbI B



CTOPOHY, pa3bpbl3rueasi No CTeHaM M BCeMy OCTarnibHOMY NMyprypHYH XUAKOCTb. BBonto
HacTpagaBLUMCh M 3anayvkaB BCE, Y4TO OblNo BO3MOXHbIM, OTPOCTOK CKPbINICS B Kpyre.

OTtonga B ctopoHy CTepHUTa NpUHSANack pacnyTbiBaTb 06BUTLIN BOKPYr HOrM o6py6ok. ToT
OKasarncs XXUPHbIA, CKOMNb3KMI 1 BOHIOYMI, AaXKe NPOCTO TporaTb ero Obino npotuBHO. Kak
TONbKO YEMHIPKNMHI Bpe3rnmBo oTbpocuna ero B CTOPOHY, TO TOT Cpasy packuc, a 3aTeM u
BOBCe pacTBopuics. bes oxpaHuTenbHbIX Yap NyTb JeMOHaM B pearbHbl MUp Obin
3aKasaH.

— He Ha Tex Hanan! — noxBanuncs lNosenuTenb, 3aknabiBas Ha NNevyo N30rHYThbIA KIMHOK.
— Tyt Tebe He nnaH NOXOTNMBbLIX EBOYEK-BONLIEOHUL,.

OpHako AeMoH onpedenéHHo He cobuparncs ¢ 3TMM cornalaTbCs: U3 Kpyra BblpBarcs
uenbin ByKeT Lynaney, KOTopble TYT e NPUHANUCH 3anoNoOHATL CO60N BCE BUAMMOE
NPOCTPaAHCTBO.

— KaxeTtca, Mbl ero paso3nuin, — MNoBenutenb nepexsaTtuit CKUMUTap B OBE PYKWU.

— O, Tbl Tak gymaewb?! — CTepHMTa nonbiTanacb CKPbITb OXBAaTUBLLMI €€ yXac 3a
HaurpaHHbIM ckencmucom. Beiwno Tak cebe.

LLlynanbua aTakoBanu He3agaunmBbIX NpuabliBaTenen CUHXPOHHO, NpaBaa, Ha MNMoeenuTens,
Kak Ha Hanbornee onacHoro NpoTUBHMKA, NX Habpocunock kyga 6onble. CTepHUTa
nbiTanacb CHa4Yana oTcTpenuBaTbCs NPy NOMOLLKX Marum, 3aTem, oTomeaTbcs 3ybamu 1
KOrTsIMM BCEBO3MOXHbIX 3BEPEN, HO, B KOHLIE KOHLOB, €€ 0OMOTanu no camyto Leto.
MoBenuTenb gepxancs gonblue, NMXo pyoun noacTtynatoLime K HeMy CO BCEX CTOPOH
OTPOCTKM, HO B CaMbli HEMOAXOAALLMA MOMEHT KIMHOK 06rioMunca y camomn rapgpl.
NMoMrHas BCeEMU M3BECTHLIMM CrIOBaMM apaBUIACKMX KY3HELIOB, Y KOTOPbIX BMECTO XBaTKMX
KMCTEN pocnu KonbiTa, Aa U Te U3 OAHOro MecTa, 3rofel B3MbIST Haf NOOM BBEPX HOraMu.
Onacascb, YeM MOXET BCE 3aKOHUMTbCS, [MoBenuTenb akTMBHO 3agéprasncs, packaunBasicb
TyOa-croga CIOBHO MasiTHUK.

Bonpekun onaceHusm wynanbLa Tonbko B3OONTHYNN NIEHHMKOB, YTOObLI T€ HE CUIbHO
é€p3anu 1 notawwmnu B noptan. CTepHuTa ckpblnacbk B HEM 6e3 nomex, a BOT ¢ [oBenutenem
NPULNOCHL NOMYy4aTbCA — MELannCcb MacCUBHbIE HaNMeYHMKK. [MbiTasicb BTALWNUTL KPYMHOMO
3roges yepes y3kue rpaHuubl, Wynanbla 3BMBannchb U ctapanucb 3anuxHyTb ero nog
pasHbiMK yrnamu. NMoBenuTenb B CBOK o4epenb BbIKPMKMBA OCKOPOUTENbHbLIE COBETDI,
LEHHOCTb KOTOpbIX Oblna nog COMHeHNeM. HaMy4mMBLUMCE C MUHYTY, OTPOCTKM 3aMepnn u
BMOUMO CTanu 4Yto-To coobpaxartb. Coobpasnnu GbICTPO — 3r04er cTan BO3HOCUTb, BCE
BblLLIE U BbILLIE.

— Bbl 310 Yero yagymanu? — nposopyan MNoBenuTenb, HU Ha CEKyHOY He OCTaBnssi NOMbITOK
ocBoboaunTbes. MNepen HAM 3aMep MOKPbLITHINA MayTUHOWM NMOTOSOK.

BHW3 ero pBaHyno ¢ Takown cuMrom n 6bICTPOTON, YTO 3No4eN AaXe He ycnen NoHATb, Kak
NPOLLEN Yyepes y3Kuin nopran.



Korga Bcé 3aTmxno, 1 ynernacb nogHsTas oT pasfioMaHHOro KamHs Mbiflb, Yepes
3aKpbIBaOLLMIACS NopTarn BbiNesno ManeHbkoe HepacTopOonHoe Lynanble, KOTOpoe B
camblil MOCNEeAHUA MOMEHT yCneno yTallMTb 3a cobou rpumyap.

*k%k

CTtepHuTa pacnnacrtanacb Ha NoTpeckaBLIencs kKameHucTon 3emne. He 6e3 Tpyaa
nepeBepHYBLUMNCb Ha CNUHY, OHa nepeBena AblxaHve n nornpoboBana 0CMOTPETLCA. ATO OHA
Havyana genatb NpexaeBpeMeHHo, NOTOMY YTO e€ cTana nornowaTb 6bICTPo
paspacTaoLlascs TeHb. 3aopaB, YTO OblNI0 MOYM, YENHIKIUHI eABa ycrnena OoTKaTUTbCS B
CTOPOHY, Npexae Yem Tyaa, rae OHa TONbKO YTO fiexarna, TSXerno npusemMnuncs
Mosenutens. A Befb €€ NCTOPUSA MOrTa 3aKOHYUTBLCH U Tak. ..

OcTtaBuB nocne cebsa Hernybokyo BbIOOMHY, 3104en rpy3HO BCTan U NOrpo3nncs Kyga-to B
nycToTY.

— A 1e6a 3anomHun!

Bocnonb3oBasLumnch nepepiwkon, CTepHuTa pelumnna ndyumtb obctaHoBky. OHM OKasanuch
nocpeau LWMPOKON PaBHUHbI, HA KOTOPOW He BbINO HNYEro, KPOME HEBbLICOKUX UCKPUBIEHHbIX
AepeBbeB 6e3 egUHOro nMcTrKa, Aa pasbpocaHHblx HeBnonag OynbpkHUKOB. [laneko cnpasa
efBa pasnuyarncs ANVHHbIA KPSXK, Ha NEBOW CTOPOHE TOXE ITUMNCHL Kakne-To yTEéChI.
MogHaB ronosy, CTepHUTa nocMoTpena Ha He6o — OHO BbINO CNMNOLWb KpacHoe, C peaKMMn
nepenveamn opaHXxeBoro. BevHbln 3akar.

— Ot10 Taptap? — cnpocuna oHa 1 TyT e 3akalunanacb — roprio Nepecoxsio, U CMOYNTb
ero ObIfIo HeyeMm.

[MoBenutenb TOXe cTan ornsabiBaTbCS.

— He noxox, a Bpoge v Noxox... — 3nogen nogobpan ob6roMok NOKPbITOro CAM3bHo KINHKA,
novckan rna3amu pyKosiTb, a He Hanas oTbpocun ero 3a HeHagoOHOCTbI. — [JaBHEHBLKO A
TyT He 6bin. MNepecTaHoBKY YTO N caenanu?

CHoBa OKMHYB GernbiM B3rnsigoM NycTbiHHbIE OKPeCTHOCTM, CTepHMTa pelunna, Y4To 310
MPOCTO oYyepeaHas MAMOTCKas WwyTka. Bnpoyem, apyrux 3a MNoeenutenem He BOAUIOCSH,
noaToMy nopa yxe 6bifo HayaTb NPUBbLIKATb.

Mocne HegonNrmx paccyXaeHu 1 B3aMMHbIX NepepyrMBaHnii, Hesagaunueble NpuabiBaTeEN
peLmnnm TPoHyTbCs B NyTb. CTOATL CTONGOM, U XaaTb HEM3BECTHO Yero Obino
©eCcCMbICNIEHHO 1 CKYYHO, TeM Bornee HMYero ocobo 1 He npegsugenocsk. LLlynanbua o cebe
3HaTb He AaBanu, a NOMUMO HUX TYT MOXOXe Hu4ero 6onbLue n He Bogunocb. ObpalyaTecs B
ApakoHa YeNHOKIMHT He cnewnna, npubeperas 3Ty BO3MOXHOCTb AJ151 6€3BbIXOAHOM
cuTyaumm, NO3TOMY BblABUHYIUCH MNELUKOM.



Moka oHu wnu, MosenuTenb HacTaBUTENbHLIM TOHOM OBBSICHSN NoNyTYKLIE NpaBuna
o6LLeHNs ¢ geMoHaMu. VIx Bblnio MHOro, HO BCE OHW CBOAMMMUCH K OAHOMY: GpaTb y AEMOHOB
HM4Yero GbIno Henb3si, a JaBaTb — NoAaBHo! A MCKyLLEHMI Npeanonaranock MHOMO: OT
GoraTbiX NOAAPKOB U KNATBEHHbIX 06GELLaHWNiA, 0 3aMaHYMBbIX KOHTPAKTOB C MECTOM Mof,
KpoBaBy0 POCMUChH.

— OT0 Hac creyunanbHO M3BOAAT, YTOObI NOTOM 3a CTakaH BoAbl M YEPCTBYHO Kpatoxy AyLuy
BbITOpProeatb, — roBopus NoBenuTerb, NoNpaBnss HanneyHble peMHu, pacTsHyBLUMECS OT
HeJaBHEro NpobuTra camon peanbHOCTU. — [yckan, MEHsS] UIBMOPOM HE BO3bMELLb.

— A 5, 3HaumMT, OMKHA NUTaTLCS TBOEN HEUCCAKAEMON CaMOyBEPEHHOCTLIO? — pbIKHYMa Ha
310 CTepHUTa. XOTenocb NUTb yXe cenyac, Xots 6bIno NpoxnagHo, YTo Npu TakoM YMCTOM U
sApKom Hebe Kasanocb CTPaHHbIM. IHTepecHo, YTo TYT BMECTO COHLUa CBETUT?

— Mory B criyyae 4ero nogenuTbCcs CBOEn YNCTON U BeCKOPLICTHOM MOGOBLIO K HACKND, —
paclieapuncs Nosenutens.

CTtepHuTa pasopBana AMCTaHLUM0, CTaB AT B Nape MeTpoB COOKY.
— Jly4wwe ot ronofa okonew, — HeBeceno roroTHyna oHa.
— Ha 3gopoBbe, — npoBopyan ys13BNEHHbIN 3nogen.

Yepes HekoTopoe BpeMs becuenbHom xoabbbl, CTepHuTa BepHynack u3 6esobnayHoro Heba
1 coobLmna nonyTymKy, YTO K HUM NpubnmkaeTcsa kakoe-To cywecTBo. NosenuTtenb
cHavana 6bIno Hanpsarcs, roToBACb OTOMBATBLCS OT MOry4ero obutaTens HUKHeEro LapcTea,
HO yCnblLaB ero onucanune paccnabunca. OH gaxe npukasan 0CTaHOBUTLCS, YTOObI HE
pPa3oNTUChb C HEU3BECTHLIM.

Kak 1 pacckasblBana YenHOKIVHT, CyLLEeCTBO OKa3anoCb ManeHbKMM, rofioBacTbiM U
AOBOSNbHO pe3BbiM. MiMeno oHo npu cebe n napy KOXUCTbIX KPbINTbEB, HO OTYEro-TO
npegnoynTano nepeasuraTbCs KOPOTKMMU NPbBKKaMK, nonarascb Ha KpMBble MOXHaTbIe
Horn. B nanax oHO Hecno 6onbLUyLLMIA ANs TAKOro KPOXM Henpo3payHbii doman. Mockonbky
ckakano cyLectso 60KOM 1 CMOTPENO B NPOTMBOMOSOXHYHO CTOPOHY, BCTpeya C
HaszeMHMKaMKn oKkasanacb 4S5 HEro NosHbIM CIOPNPU3oM, Aa ewé n He cambiM MPUATHBIM.
MoBenuTenb Nnperpagun KopoThILLKe JOPOry 1 TOT Bpe3arncs emy B UKpY, easa He pa3dvs
AparoueHHyto Howy. HarHyBwuck, MNosenutens nogobpan duan, 3aTemM TUXOHLKO €ro
B30OMTHYN — NOYTU He BynbKano, 3Ha4uT, Obin NOMOH A0 Kpaér. OuyxaBLUMIACS KOPOTbILLKA
NPUHANCS 3N06HO LWNMNETb, XPUNETb 1, NOTPACAA KPOXOTHLIMU Kynadkamu, npbiraTb BOKPYT
LMKITONMYEeCcKoro pasbonHmka, BCAYECKN OCYXKaasi ero He4OCTOMHbIN NOCTYNoK. [NosenuTens,
KaXkeTcs, 9Toro Aaxe He 3amevarn.

— He Tbl i1 roBopwmn, 4YTO Y AEMOHOB HUYEro Henb3s 6patb? — CTepHMTa nogoLwuna u c
nobonNbITCTBOM OCMOTPENa OTXaTyro Tapy.

— Bpatb Henb3s, otbupatb — MoxHo! — otBeTun MNoeenutens. — [a 1 pa3se 3710 4EMOH?
Tak, YEpT Kakon-To...



OnpenenéHHbivi B 4epPTH KOPOThILLKA CO CBOMM HOBbIM MECTOM B >XMU3HW HE cornacurcs u
Hayan npbiratb ewé Bbile, HO Tenepb NoMoras cebe KpbiNbaMKU, TakuMm obpasom
HamepeBasCb BEPHYTb 06paTHO CBOE 3aKOHHOE UMyLLEeCTBO. [lacTb ero npu atom Gbina
pa3uHyTa NoYTM Ha AEBSIHOCTO rPajycoB, AEMOHCTPUPYS PSAbI MENKUX 3a0CTPEHHbIX 3y0OO0B.
MoBenuTenb NoAHAN douan Hag rofioBOW, Koraa YEPTUK NOYTM AOTAHYICHA A0 HEro CBOMMU
KPOXOTHbIMM flankamu, 3aTeM BbiXAan MOMEHT M Ha O4YepenHOM NpbhKKke BbIOpocun nepeq
cobon Hory. C xanobHblM BU3roM CyLLIECTBO MOSETENO0 NPoYb, AaXe KPblfiba HE
noHagoounucs!

— HaxanyeTtcs eweé komy, — 3agymunso npobopmotana CtepHuta, NpoBoXas B3rnsaom
yMeHbLUaLLytCcs Touky. — BoT 3auem 1ebe 3107

MoBenuTtenb NOCMOTPES Ha Heé, a KpacCHbl€e OrOHbKK 3a Npope3blo yBENMN4YUIINCb BOBOE, TOIO
N maan rotoBAChb Bbl1e€3TU HYeped Y3KYHO LWerb.

— Hapo! — ckasan, kak oTpesarn 3rnogev U NPUHSATICS BbIKOBbIPMBAaTL 3aCEBLLYIO B BbICOKOM
ropribiLLKe caenaHHyr 13 kopbl Npobky. — YX, 3apasa, Kpenko AepxuT!

Y6epeybcsa cogepXXumMomMy cocyaa He yaanoch, lNosenvrtens npy NOMOLM OCTPbIX NanbLUeB U
KaKoW-TO MaTepu ero Taku packynopwui. lNogHecsa dunan onwxke, 3nogen Hermyboko BOOXHYIM.

— A Huvero Tak, 60D,pI/IT, — CKasall OH U NpPOTAHYIN cbman '-IGIZHD,)KJ'II/IHFy.
Ta TOXXe noHtoxarna u crerka nomMmopLwuiacb OT pe3Koro apomara.

— [a aTo xe xnakasst MaHa! — coobpasuna oHa, 3aTeM BblpBana guan n HIoxXHyna eweé pas.
— Hwuyero cebe, Takasa yncTtas.

MoBenuTtens otobpan 4obbivy obpaTHo.
— Mpurogntbes, — ckasan OH K cnpsitan 3a nasyxy.

— Y710, NOKONaoBaTb peLuvm? — YCMeXHYynacb CTepHMTa. — OCTOpO)KHee, OHa npuBbliKaHne
BbI3bIBAET, K TOMY XX€ OT Heé MepeLnTbCA BCAKOE.

— 3710 ecnu BTUpaTh €€ B BuAe NOpoLLKa, — nogenuncs 3HaHuamu Nosenutens.
CTtepHuTa cpasy 3aropenacbh OT nobonbITCTBa.
— A kypa BTupars?

— Typa, — NoBenuntenb NPOU3HEC 3TO TakK KPaCHOPEUYNBO, YTO 6e3 JONONHUTEMNBHbIX
NOSICHEHWNI CTano MOHATHO, O YEM UAOET peub.

MpeicHyB cebe nog Hoc, CTepHMTa HEMHOIO noBecenena. 3atemM npeacraBmna NpoLecc 1
rpoMornacHo 3apana. 3agopHbii XOXOT pasneTerics No MEPTBOMY MUPY, HA CEKYHAY ero
OXWBUB.



PaBHMHa TAHYINOCb ©€eCKOHeYHbIM pacTpecKaBLUMNMCA NMOJIOTHOM, KOTOPOE pa3pe3arin peakme
HEBbICOKME CKallbl.

— Ecnun mbl He cMoXkeM BbIBGpaTbCsi, U Tbl MOYYBCTBYELLb, YTO KOHeL, 6r1M3ok, obpaTuch, byab
Aob6pa, B cobonsi Unu HeT, B Borka, — HeoXuaaHHo 3aroBopwn NosenuTens.

CrepHuTa npogorxana 6pecty psaom, B NofHoW TUWMHE 064yMbIBasi yCrbllaHHyo dpasy.
— WNHorga s Tebst nonpocTy He NoHUMalo.

— Yero TyT HENOHATHOrO? — yaAnBUNCA 3rnogen. — Tbl NOMPELLb OT UCTOLLEHUS, a YTOObI
0o6py 3psa He NponadaTth nepen KOHYMHOW NEPEKNHELLbCST B NOME3Hoe 3BepbEe. BoT, k
npumMepy, OObIKHOBEHHbIN CEPbIV BOMK — €ro LUKYPY HE CTbIQHO NYCTUTb HA BOPOTHUK. Jlnca, K
CNoBY, TOXe MNOAOMAET, KaK 1 KyHuLa.

HamepeBasicb yxe ckasaTb, YTO Ha BOPOTHMK OHA eMy XOTb ceiyac rotoBa NonoXuTb TO,
KyOa BTMpaeTcs KpucTannmsoBaHHas maHa, CTepHuTa oceknach, MOTOMY YTO Ha FOPU3OHTE
BbICTYNKA BepXyLLUKa HEKOEro CTPoeHus. MNoBenuTernb ToXe 3TO 3aMeTuI U NyTHUKK, He
croBapuBasicb, NpubaBunu Lar.

KTo 66l Tam He obuTan, xyxe y> TOYHO He ByaeT.

To, 4TO C NepBOro B3rnsiAa NOXOAMNO Ha OBENUCK oka3anock BbICOKON BalluHen, nyckam n He
nayLwen Hu B kakoe cpaBHeHue ¢ Knbikom Ckopbu, kak no pasmepam, Tak 1 no
BHYLUMTENbHOCTU. Ha nogxopde K Hel okasanock, YTo €€ otaenseT 6e3qoHHas nponacTb, He
LUMpOKas, HO NepenpbIrHyTb He nonyyuTcs. [NoBenntens HeJoBEPUYUMBO MNOTPSC NEPEKNHYTHIN
yepes HeE BEPEBOYHbIN MOCT, M O4HOIO NPUKOCHOBEHWST OCTPbIX NanbLEB XBaTUIIO, YTOOLI
nporHueLlasa 6e4eBa NonHyna v nonetena BHU3, BMECTE C peaknmMmn Jockamu nomocTa.

— BapuaHToB ocTanock HeMHoro, — MNoBenuTtenb cMoTpen Ha CTepHUTY, koTopasi cTosina y
camoro kpasi, cunsice pasrnsgeTb AHo. — [NpeBpallaics B ApakoHa.

YeNHOXNWHI OTCTYNWNa, Yrofiku €€ pTa U3orHyNMCb B eXMOHON YrblGouKe.
— Aymato, y MeHst eCcTb naes nonydwe. BetaHb croga.

Moeenutenb no 6onbLUen cTenexHn NPUBbLIK NMPUKa3bl 0TAaBaTb, @ HE NOOYNHATLCA UM, TEM
Oornee OT KaKoWn-To XXYKOMNOHU, HO BCE Xe 3aHsan YKa3aHHO€e nepegHnm KonbITOM MeCTO.

— Hy n 4yt0? — pasgpax€éHHO CNpOCKi OH, OrfsabiBasicb cebe 3a CrnvHY, CIIOBHO BOSACh, YTO
©e3Ha NornoTUT ero, Noka OH 3TOro OT HEE He OXUAAET.

YcneBLwnii ctaTb poaHbLIM BCMOMOX SA0BUTOMO OFHS MaTeprann3oBas 3HakoMyt BOPOHYHO
nowiagb, HO Tenepb Kyaa 6onee KpynHyo 1 NOTHO COUTYHO.

— Hy n 4yt0? — nosTOpPUN HE JoragbiBatoLmncs 3nogen. Kpbinbes y KOObIblI HE ObINOo, a
Kakomn 6e3 HMX NpPoK?



Jlowaab monya pasBepHynacb 3agoMm.

W TyT MUp nepeBepHYICs C HOT Ha ronoBy, 3eMHas TBepAb OTMYCTUMa KPenko CTosiLume Ha
Heln Horu, a nepep rnasamu 3annsicanu uckpbl. Betan MNoeenutenb yxe Ha ToM CTOPOHE.
KpsixTa 1 pyrasicb, OH Hallynan Ha HarpyaHuke age rnybokve BMATUHBLI. CTepHUTa, B CBOEM
poaHoM obnuke, Npusemnunachk Henoganéxy.

— He cTtouT apakoH 3ToW Xankown pacLennHbl, — obpaTtunacb OHa K BbIMfEBLIBAOLLEMY
KYCKM YEPHOW Cnnam cnyTHUKY. — Mou cunbl He 6e3rpaHnyHbl, a Tebe Beadb eLlé Hy>XeH BOSK
A58 BOpoTHMKa. Mnu nnucuyka?

— bonble Tak He genan, — caaBneHHoO npocunern Mosenutenb. — MHa4ye mbl noccopummcA,
a Tbl 3TON0 TOYHO HE XO4Yellb, NOBEPb MHE.

— 3now Tbl, — CTepHMTa Nokasana s3blk. — Tbl BeAb Y MEHS BO3MOXXHO MOCNEAHIO
pagocTb B KNU3HU 3abupaellb.

— Ha TBOEé cuyacTbe 3nbIiM Tbl MEHS eLLé He Buaena, — orpbi3Hyncs MNMoesenurtens.
— Bbl TaM 3aKoH4YUNnN?

MyTHUKM pe3ko 0BepHYNNChL Ha HEWM3BECTHBLIN FONI0C U YBUAENW, YTO €ro MCTOYHUK PSiAOM CO
cTpoeHueMm. Bxoa y 6allHu Haxoamncst BbICOKO, M K HEMY Bena LUMpokasi 3aHECEHHas! Nbinblo
N pXKaBYMHOW necTHMLUa. Ha nepBoii CTyneHbKe 3TOM NECTHULLI CUaen He3HakoMel, B
KpoBaBO-KpacHOM hpake 1 Takoro e LBeTa LunuHape.

“‘Ewé ogHoro ctoga 3atawmno”, — gyman NosenuTterb, Noka OHW C YENHKIUHIOM LU K
nectHuue. — “Cenyac noTosikyem, a ecnun Hago, To n obepém”.

HesHakomel, BcTan, pacnpasui HenocnyLHble danibl U cTan JoXMAaTbCs 3Noaees,
HETEPNEenNMBO NOCTYKMBAs MO Kpak CTYNEHbKN KOHYMKOM OOPOron TpocTn. CTpoeHnem oH
HanomuHano Nosenutens, Ho 6ornee LWynnoro 1 HU3KOro, Koxa y He3HakoMua Obina useTa
wnmdoBanbHOM NacTbl, MU0 CKpbIBaNoCh B TEHW Nonen umnuHapa.

[MosenuTenb NPU3bIBHO 3amMaxar pPyKon, cam rnpu 3TOM NPUKUAbIBAsA, HACKONbKO CUMNBHOE
COMPOTMBIEHNE CMOXET OKa3aTb 3TO CyLecTBO. Ha nepBbin B3rmsa 6oew n3 atoro ppaHTa
ObIN HMKAKON, Aa TONbKO NOA03PUTENBHO CMOKOMHO OH Aep)Karcs nNpu HagBUratroLLEencs Ha
Hero YépHon rpomaanHe; obbIYHO Te, KTo Buaenu MNMosenuntens Bnepsble, Wapaxanucb oT
Hero B y>ace v npaBurbHO genanu. Ewé HesHakomel, HECMOTPS Ha NMPUHAANEXHOCTb K
Hen3BeCTHOW pace 1 LOPOorov HapsAa, BbIrMsAen MakcuManbHO HEB3PaYHO, B3rMsd cam
cobo CKONb3WMn No HEMY, CTapasCb HUYEro He 3anOMUHATb, YTO FOBOPMIIO O KONJOBCTBE, a
3Ha4YMT 1 3TO CNeaoBario yYnTbiBaThb.

OHM OCTaHOBUNMCb B HECKOMbKMX LLArax, U HeaHakomeLl, npunogHsan umnuuap. CtepHuTa
HEBOMMbHO axHyna — Yy Hero He Gbino rnas. OgHako 370, cyas MO BCEMY, HE AOCTaBMsNo emy
HUKaKNX Heyao6CTB, 6onee Toro: Ha rpy6o CKPOEHHOM NnLe MecTa Nof HUX NOMNPOCTY He



Oblfo, CNOBHO CO34ABLUMIA €ro NenLLMK okasarncs HaCTONbKO NIEHUBBIM, YTO HE YAOCYKUIICS
CTEKOW NMPOKOBLIPATL HECYACTHOMY XOTb Obl CMOTPOBbIE LLENKM.

— HakoHeu-To, 3axgancsa Bac COBCeM, — CyLLLECTBO CaMOA0BOSIbHO pacTArMeasno Croea,
OyaTo Hacnaxpasicb CO6CTBEHHBIM MPOM3HOLLEHNEM. [ToBENNTENO Takon TOH He HpaBWsICS.
— Bcé Beab ObINo pacnucaHo no nono4vkam, Hago ObINo BCero Nullb creagoBaTtb
MHCTPYKUMK. CaMm Kak noMHo, nucan: ” Ceeun 13 TONnEHOro cana’, Ho HeT, napadMHOBbIE
conayTt. Ewé n apomarumyeckue.

— A Tak n 3Hana! — CTepHuTa B3feTena u 3asncrna Ha yposHe wnema Noeenutens. —
Cam Hakocsauun v eLé Ha MeHst HaeaxaTb Havan!

CHayana nokasanocb, 4To NoBenuTenb UrHOPUPYET HAAOEANMBOE XYXOKaHWe, HO MOTOM ero
pyKa c ObICTPOTOM MOMHUK NPEGONbLHO LWENKHYNa YeNHMKNHIa no Hocy. OBUXKEHHO
nonuckuneas CTepH/UTa OTneTena B CTOPOHY.

— Tbl cam-TO KTO Takon? — obpatuncs 3nogewn k HeaHakomuy. — M npo ceBeun oTkyaa
3Haelb?

— Hy, oena, — Bo3myTtunca He3HakomMeLl. — [la Tbl NMH3bI cBoM GeccTbikue npotpu! 3a
Yber MOMOLLBIO Ccloga NpuLwnn?

— 3a nomoLb BENMKOro AeMoHa, — ObICTPO Hawwérncs ¢ otBeToM [NoBenuTtenb. — Ho HK
Ha OEeMOHa, HM YK TeM Boree Ha BEIMKOTO Thl HE TSHELLb.

— BoT kak, — He3HakoMeL, NoA03pUTENBHO NoBecernern U Aaxe BCA ero YonopHOCTb Kyaa-To
nponana. — W kak »xe, o, moryumi Noeenutene Knbika Ckopbu, No-TBOEMY, BbIMMSAAT
BenMK1ue JeMoHbI?

MoBenuTens He pacTepsincst U NPUHSANCA KPAaCOYHO pacnucbiBaTh HArneLy, Kak e JormKeH
BbIMMSAAETb UCTUHHbBINA XTOHUACKMIA Bnaablka. MNpuxoamnnoch He ToNbKO pacckasbiBaTb, HO U
nokasblBaTb — YTOYHATb pa3Mep KIbIKOB, KOTTEN M BCEBO3MOXHbIX AOMOMHEHWUA K HUM.

— [la 4TO Tbl rOBOPULLL BMECTO NIEBOV PYKM MYCKOBAsi yCTaHOBKA? — Kayar rorioBoW
He3HakoMeL, He 6e3 nHTepeca BbICMyLUMBAs KpacoYHble onuncaHnsi. — A npasasi Hora no
KONEHO 13 XXMBOro MeTanna?

— A ewwé pocTom BOBOE BhLILLE MEHS!, U TOMAET Tak, YTO NOMKUMNKKM TpsicyTcs! — xBacTancs
MoBenuTenb, CrOBHO 06pUCOBLIBaEMOE UM YyaoBULLE Obifo ero Co6CTBEHHOCTLID. — U
Xapsi y Hero ctpallHas, kak y Cenectum 6e3 makusixka, a kak pbiumt!

OH eLwé ponro pacnucbiBan BCE MbICIIMMbIE U HEMbICITMMbIE JOCTOUHCTBA BOOGpaXkaemoro
KHA3S TbMbl, MOKa, HAKOHEL,, He YCMOKOWUIICS, NOCIe Yero NpunoXunca K 3apaHee
npunacéHHon dndare ¢ KOHbSIKOM. BCé aTo Bpems Tepnenveo crnyLlaBLUUn HE3HaKoMeL,
KMBHYI U NPUCTaBuUN TPOCTb K NECTHULE.

— OcBoboanTe NPoCTPaHCTBO, — BNACTHBIM TOHOM MpUKa3as OH, Aa TakKUM YBEPEHHbIM,
yTo Moeenutenb 1 CTepHUTa Nnocnywanuce 6e3 konebaHui.



HesHakoMua cTano pasHOCUTb: odexaa Ha HEM 3aTpelyana no LweaM, KOHEYHOCTH
NPUHANUCL YANUHATECA U HAaQyBaTbCs TYrMMK MbilLamMun. Pasganachk B CTOPOHbI rpyaHas
KneTka, Koxka Ha BMCKax fornHyna, Bbinyckas 6bl4by pora, o BbITSHYNOCh U 3aCTbINO C
BblpaXKeHNneM 6eCKOMMNPOMUCCHOW 31100bI. JleByt0 pyKy BbIBEPHYNO Han3HaHKY, MOCMe Yero
OHa cpocrnacb NoYTU B MaeanbHO POBHYKO METanMYeckyto Tpyby ¢ MHOXECTBOM OrOHbKOB,
NPOBOAOB M APYrMX HEMOHSITHLIX AeTanei. [paBas Hora, crnefysi ykasaHHbIM
XapaKTepucTUKaM, HUXKE KoneHa cTana MexaHu4eckumM npotesom. M3-nog nanesor Koxmu
npocTynanu amesiLumecs cocyabl, N0 KOTOPbIM, NeperoHsieMasi MOLLHbIM CEepPALEM,
cTpemunacb ropsiyasi KpoBb.

—UYTO, TEMEPbL NMOXOXX?! — npopeBeno Ha MHOrMe KUITOMETPbI BOKPYT MOPOXAEHNE
daHTasum, n CTepH1Ta B CTpaxe crnpsATanach 3a CBOEro KOMNaHbOHa, KOTOPbIV TOXe
BbIrMAAen BrnevaTnéHHbiM. B kayecTBe eLwé ogHoro AokasaTtenbCcTBa Yy4oBMLLE TOMHYMO
CBOEW MCKYCCTBEHHOW HOrOM 1 MYTHUKKU, CaMKN TOrO He XXenasi, CAHXPOHHO MoANpbIrHyn.

— [Npo xBocT 3abbin, — onoMHuncs MNosenuTtens. YenHoDKAMHE nogneTena u 3amonoTtuna
ero KonblTaMu Mo HaBepLUMIO LWrema — Monydu, gypak!

Ho yynoBwuiLe okasanock ¢ BUAY rPO3HOE, HO NOocnyLHOe. HarHyBLIMCh BNepén, OHo
CKOPYMIIO CTPALLHYIO FpUMacy 1 3aXXMypUrochb, HOMM OT HaTYrv 3agpoxanu, U Mexay HAMK
BblBanMnach uckomasi YacTb Tena. XBoCTUK Oblfl TOHKWI, TENSAYMIA, C aKKypaTHO
NpUrna)XeHHon kKMcToukor. ManoBsar, KOHeYHO, HO pa3mMep XBOCTa B YroBope ykasaH He Obis,
[la OH U He rMaBHoe. ..

A yTo6bI BOMPOCOB HE OCTaBanochb Aaxe Ha Gyayuiee, yygosuile Hanpasuno Tpyby B
CTOPOHY KaKOro-To ApEeBHEro M3BastHUS 1 NOOYepPEQHO BbIMYyCTUNO B HErO TpU CHapsiaa.
WcTykaHa pasopBano oT NepBOro Xe nonagaHus, octanbHble ABa B3pbiBa NPOrpemMent
HeJaneko nosaau.

— BeleM, BepI/IM! — NOCMNeLwHo 3aKkpu4yarn MNoBenutenb, onacasach, YTO YyaoBuLly
NOHPABUTbLCA, N OHO PELLNT NMOMNPAKTUKOBATLCA Ha OBMXYLLUMNXCA Lenax.

— BoT Tak-To ny4iwe, — ¢ 3TMMKU CrioBammn 4ygoBuLLe o6paTunock He3HaKoOMLEM, NPUYEM B
TOW e COBEpPLUEHHO HeBpeanmon ogexae. — Nogxooute, He GonTeCh.

— A Mbl 1 He Boumcsa, — MosenuTenb, yXXe 3Has, KTo nepes HUM, Gonblue He NnaHnmpoBarn
HanagaTb. — 3Ha4uT, Tbl TOT cambll PaH’ AHOH?

— OfAWH M3 MHOIMX, — 3arafloMHO OTBETMIT EMOH U TPOHYI Kpal Monsi B 3HaK NPpUBETCTBUS
— MoxeTe He NpeacTaBnATbCS, s 3Hal, KTO Bbl TaKMe.

YenHaxknuHr u MNosenuTtens HEPBHO NepernsHynmch.

— 3HauunT 1 3a4eM Mbl TYT TOXE B Kypce? — [loBenuTternb B3sin Ha cebsa CMenocTb Ha
ovepenHon 6eCCMbICIIEHHbIV B CBOEN O4EBUOHOCTW BOMPOC.



— EcTecTtBeHHO, a Bbl AyManu, 4TO Nywb Bnarogaps YMCTON Cry4YanHOCTW Ha rpumyap
BbILLIN? — YCMEXHYICcsa 4EMOH. — HeT, 310 ApeBHMI apTedaKkT NpUTSarMBaeT k cebe
AOCTOVHbIX KaHANOATOB, OT KOTOPbIX MOXET ObITb NPOK.

— Mol k Tebe He Ha paboTy NpuLIIM yCTpanBaTthCs, a 3a YCNyron, — He4oOBOMbHO
nposopyan MNoesenutens. — Yem pacnnatutbCs HanOEM, Thbl MaBHOE KOHTPAKTY crieayn.

BHes3anHo 13 3emMnu BbIpBanNnCb KaMeHHbIe PyKW, KOTOpbIe CXBATUIN HE YCMEBLLMX
oTpearmpoBaTtb MyTHMKOB U nogHecnu k ®aH’ AHoHy. [1eMOH 3ayM4YMBO OTBEPHYSICS B
CTOPOHY, BYATO HUYErO U HE NPOUCXOAMUIIO.

— MHe HanoMHUTb, YTO pUTyarn Bbl NPOBENM HEMPAaBUIBLHO U, CNeAoBaTeNbHO, 3aLMTbl OT
MEHS1 y BaC HUKaKON?— AeMOH NOoCcTy4an TpocTbio Mo wnemy [Noeenutens, a BOT
YeNHIKNUHra He TpoHyn. — N s 6e3 konebaHuii Mory pas3gaBuTb Bac NPSIMO TYT.

CTepHVITa nonbiTanacb NCNOfb30BaTb Marno, HO MaCCUBHbIE Nalblbl NpeaynpegnTenbHO
CXXarnucb, BblAaBMB U3 HEE CAABMNEHHbIN KPUK. MNoBenutenb 6naropasyMHo He
conpoTnenAncA.

— OtpaboTtaeM... — HEBHATHO 3aby6HMN OH. — 3Hato, YTO 3a O4HY AyLUY, Bbl, apPXOHTHI,
TpebyeTe COTHIO YyxuMX. BbinycTn MeHs1 B OKBeCTpuio 1 51 Tebe 3a Hac 06oMxX B OAMH Yac
Hacobupato.

PasuHyB OT yameneHus pot, CTepHuTa ¢ HeBepuem nornsagena Ha lNosenutens. En TouHo
noYyannochb, Kak OH CBOeobpa3HO 3a Heé 3acTynuncsd, Npu4ém 6e3 Bbiroabl Ans cebs.
3noaen HemuraroLwmm B3rmsA0M CBepnun NycToTy nepeq cobon, BCEM CBOMM BUOOM
nokasblBas, 4YTo Aa, novyaunsocs.

— Ha kon MHe gywn, ormsaHnTechb! — pykn NOAHANM NOAENbHUKOB BbICOKO-BbICOKO Haf
3eMnén, K camon BeplumHe GallHK, a 3aTem pas3BepHYM B CTOPOHY, OTKyAa Te npuwinu. Bcé,
4YTO MOXHO BbINO yBUAETb, TakK 3TO YXOASALLYHO 3a FOPU3OHT NycTowb. CHU3Y NPUKPUKHYNN: —
Kyoa mMHe nx npuctpouTs, a?

Y6eguBLUMCh, YTO HabngaTenm BCE XOPOLLIEHBLKO ocMoTpenu, ®aH AHOH BEPHYN UX
obpartHo.

— Torga 4to Tebe OT Hac Hy>XHO? — NPOHWKHOBEHHO crnipocun MNoeenuTtens.

— Hy BoT, ¢ 3TOr0 1 CNeaoBano HauyMHaTb Pa3roBop, — CPa3dy CMSArYMICS AEMOH, U PyKM
NOCTaBWM HEBOSBHWKOB Ha 3EMITH0, NOCIIe Yero OCTOPOXHO A1 CBOMX pasmMepoB
OTTPsIXHYNU. — Ho o genax Ha nopore He 6eceaytoT, Tak YTO NPOLLY 33 MHOM.

Tspkko B3OOXHYB, 06a nonnenuck Bereq 3a 604po ckadyLwmm no ctyneHbkam daH’ AHOHOM.
Huyero gpyroro um n He octaBanocb. BHyTpu 6awHs okazanacbk BO MHOro pa3 6onblue, 4em
CHapy>Xu, HO Takum TptokoM [NoBenuTenst 6bINo HE YANBUTL — Y CAMOro KapMaH pasMepoM C
HebonbLLOoM KOpob MMencs. beckoHeYHbIn 3an NpPocTMpancs Ha MHOrMe COTHU METPOB
Brnepén, NoaaepXMBaembli HEOObATHBIMM KONOHAMM, BEPXYLLUKM KOTOPbIX TOHYNM BO MpPakKe.
[eMOH WENKHYN nanbuamMm n paaoM ¢ HUM NosiBUNCS rpybbiv LUMPOKUIA CTON C ABYMS



CTYNbAMU, KaXXabli U3 KOTOPbIX naeanbHO NOAXOAMN AN KaXKA0ro n3 rocten. XXectom
npukasae cagutbcs, ®an’AHOH 1 cam 3abparncs B BbICOKOE PE3HOE KPECITIO U3 KPaCHOro
AepeBa, CTosiBLLEE C APYron CTOPOHbI cTona. Kak TonbKo BCe 3aHAnM CBOM MecTa,
[MoBenuTenb peLlunn cpasy HadaTb C CaMOM XUBOTpeneLlyLLen TeMb.

— 3HauuT, oypHOW craBbl HAM He BUAaTb?

CHsaB umnuugp (noa Hum Gbinia 4o 6rnecka oTnoNMpOBaHHasA NbICUMHA), AEMOH NOMNPOCTY
CKWHYI €ro Ha ror, HO LWsina okasanacb He Takow NPOCTON: Ha NeTy OTpacTuB ABe
MarieHbKMe HOXKW, OHa NTOBKO Ha HMX NpU3emMnunach, Nocre Yero ¢ YyBCTBOM
BbINOSIHEHHOrO Aorra OTNpaBMnack Kyaa-To no O4HOW e U3BECTHbLIM LUNAMHLIM AenaMm.
3nopgen cMoTpen e Bened ¢ HECKPbIBAEMOW 3aBUCTbIO — CBOBOAbI Y HEE cervac Obino
6onblue, YeM Y HUX.

— 3a4yem BaM AypHas criaBa B CBETSIOM MUpe, — Hadvan usganeka 4emMoH. — Kakon oT Heé
npok?

— [pyrux ansTepHaTUB He NpeaBuaeTbes, — nposopyan MNoeenutens. — Cnaea, 310 TO
HEeMHOroe, YTo OT Hac ocTaBaroch, Aa 1 Ty notepsnu. lMoxoxe, BMECTe C BOMei.

— Ara, bnarogaps tebe, nonyaypok, — pasgpaxxeHHo oTo3Banack CTepHuUTa, a 3aTtemM ctana
n3obpaxaTtb 3nogenckui ronoc: — “Moxellb He MEHS MONOXUTBLCA, XXyvapa, A cama
BHMMATENbHOCTL”. YMO € poramu.

MoBenuTenb OTKMHYM CBOW CTYN M HaBUC HaZ YENHIKIUMHIOM, Ta GeccTpallHo noganach
HaBCTpe4y 1 yrpoxatoLe 3actpekoTana. PaH AHOH HECKOSbKO pa3 XJoMHy M B NagoLwum u,
y6eamBLUNCE, YTO BCE BHUMaHWE NPUKOBaHO K HEMY, cka3ar:

— Wnw BbI cetyac ycnokavBaeTech, Unu S caxkato Bac Ha kopabnb, a Halle COTpyaHUYECTBO
Ha 3TOM 3aKaH4MBaeTCs.

[nsa ceba CtepHuTa yxxe pelwunna, Yto KataTbCs Ha pasHooObpa3HOM TpaHCHopTe en
HpaBuTbCS, Tem Gonee kopabnu oHa B1AENa TOMNbKO HA UAMOCTPALMSX K CKa3KkaMm, Tak YTo
N3HavarnbHO NpeanoXeHne JemMoHa He nokasasniocb en Yrpo3on.

Moka oo Heé He gononana, NpPonMTaHHas NepBObbLITHLIM yXacom aypa losenuTens, oHa
Oblfia MOLLHOW, e4Ba NN HE 0CA3aeMON U3-3a Yero YeMHIXKITMHI YyTb HE copBanach Ha KpuK.
HeunaBecTHO, Kakom Takon Kopabnb nogpasymesBancd Ha caMoM Aene, HO 04eBUAHBIM
SIBNSANOCh OQHO — NMog, ero napycamu nydiue 6birio He XoauTb.

— Torpa cpasy npuben, — NoBenuTenb coTBOpUN nepes cobor HENOHSATHBIV OXPaHHbIN
XecT, nogobpan cTyn u cen obpatHo. — HacnblwaH s 0 TakoM NnaeBaHuK, Hy ero K

Owuckopay...

— [a Hy>xHa MHe Bawa cMepTb! — pasgpakéHHO oTMaxHyrncs ®aH’ AHOH, 3aTeM BbICTaBUI
TPWU XpycCTarnbHble PIOMKM M BbINOMIHEHHbIN B BUAe B3ablbmBLIErocs eanHopora wrod. —
Kak, no ogHon?



— C geMoHaMu He nbto, — lMoBenuTenb CKPecTUn Ha rpyam pyku 1 He 6e3 BUOAWMbIX YCUMUIA
OTBEpPHYyCS.

— A... a Toxe nac, — npobybHuna CtepHuTta.

Moxas nnevammn, PaH’AHOH CrpéD prOMKM B Kydy U Te NpeBpaTuUnmchb B OOMbLIOW MMBHOM
cTakaH. Hanue cebe g0 cambix Kpaés, AEMOH OTKMHYIICSl HA CMIUHKY.

— [ymaete, 4TO OTpaBno?

— C 1ebs cTaHeTCs... — XMbIKHYN 31104, Ha YTO MOMYYNUn OT YENHIKIUHIA
YHUYTOXAIOLLNIA B3NS,

PaccmesaBlunch, ®aH’AHOH caoenarn Menkui roTok U OTCTaBui CTakaH B CTOPOHY.

— Bbl 1 Tak B MO€e NOSTHOM BRacTu, a XOPOoLUUI S, C KOHbSIKOM S Ha Bac NepeBOAnTb He
HamMmepeH. Bnpoyem, ecnu BaM Tak CMOKOMHEE.

3a napy MUHYT AEMOH pacnpaBurica Co LWTOMOM 1 Ha ero 3eNEHON rMagKkon Koxe
NPOCTYNWI KpacHbI pyMsiHeL,

— 3akycblBaTb Hago, — YrproMo NpousHéc MNMoeenutene.
®aH’AHOH BCTpeneHyncs, CrIoBHO 3a0bl1 O CUOALLMX HAaNnpPoOTKMB.

— Tbl MEHS MUTb eLLE Noy4n! — NPUrpo3nsT OH HECTONKUM NanbLeM 1 NPOTEP MECTO, rae
JOIMKHbI ObINKM ObITb rMasa. — Tebe Gbl Nocne nopaxeHusi B BoHe Pasgopa v MNopsagka
rnomarnkmBearb.

3ageTbin 3a xunBoe NoBenutenb cxarn rpoMagHble KyrnaKku.

— A BOT 3TO Y€ OTKPOBEHHO NMoAso, — ¢ 0buaon OTBETUN OH, HE B curax caenaTb
yT0-NNbO eLwé. — Tem Bonee NPoTMB 3aKOHaA He NOMNpPELLb, a 3akoH rnacut: “[dobpo Bceraa
nobexpgaet 3no”.

— MNonpéwb, ewé kak nonpélb! — He cornacunca pasropsa4E€HHbIN AEMOH. — JTO Y Bac
HWYero He Nony4unocb, a MHOMMe Apyrne Takue xe crnpaBunncb. — 3aTeM OH NPUHSANICH
AeKnaMmnpoBatb: — W BblLEn APYrov KOHb, PbKUIA; N cyuaawemMy Ha HEM JaHo B3ATb MUp C
3eMnun 1 Ytobbl yousanu gpyr apyra; n gaH emy 60nbLUION Meu.

— OT meya s Obl He oTKasarncs, — KMBHYN Mosenutenb. — XenaTtenbHO BOMLWEOHOrO.

— N3BUHSAKOCH, YTO BKNMHUBAKOCL, — nogana rornoc CtepHuTta. — Ho Bbl ckasanu “apyrue
Takue xxe”. Tak BeOb BO BCEM MUpe LapuUT nannnus, passe 4To Ha PeaHbix OcTpoBax
AvKapu ByLLYIOT, HO 4O HUX HUKOMY HUKaKoro Aena HeT. 3HauuT gpyrue, ato apyrve
AkBecTpun? UIx 4T0, MHOrO?

— A kak xe! — obpagoBancsa 4eMOH, CNTOBHO TOMbKO W XAdan 3Toro Bonpoca. — 9Tux
OkBecTpui, kak 6rox Ha NapLUMBOM ABOPHSAre 1 3TO A eLwé npuymeHbLiato. N byaste



yBepeHbl: B 60MbLIMHCTBE N3 HUX 400pO He Nnobeaunno, a 3TO A0Ka3bIBAET, YTO HUKAKOro
npevMyLLecTBa nepen TbMoW CBeT He umeeT. bea ogHoro HeT agpyroro, oba
B3aMMOJOMNOMHAEMbI, HO KTO-TO MOXET oKa3aTbCsl cunbHee. TyT Ha 6ey MMEHHO y Hac CBET
BblpBarncs ganeko Bnepéa.

CTtepHuTa cTana npunoMmHaThb rmnoTesy O MynbsTUBCENEHHOW 1 TEOPUIO CTPYH, HO 3Hana
OHa 06 3TOM coBCEM Marno 1 BooOLe HUYem NogobHbIM He yBriekanach, MO3TOMY BO3pasnTb
ObINO HeYero.

— CkasaTb-TO KaXgbl MOXET... — HegoBep4umBo dblpkHyn MNosenuTens.

— Ax Tak! — ®aH’AHOH eLué pas LWENKHYN nanbLamu, U BOKPYr BCMbIXHYNO MHOXECTBO
NMPOXEKTOPOB.

lMpaBoa Ha gene 310 OKa3anucCb HUKaKMe He NPOXEKTOPbl U MOCTaBIEHHbIE APYr C OPYroM
HencymcnMMmble MOHUTOPBI. Ha HMX B XopoLueM KavyecTBe, XOTb 1 6e3 3Byka,
TpPaHCNMpoBanucb pa3HoobpasHble HENOTPeOCTBA, NPEMMYLLIECTBEHHO C 3KBECTPULIAMN,
XOTS BCTpeYyanucb 1 apyrne cyLlecTsa, B TOM Yncrie u noxoxue Ha ®aH’ AHoHa, HO C Apyrum
LBETOM KOXM U Mpu rrnasax. Ha HeKoTopbIX 9KpaHax AeMOHCTpMpoBarnach Takas
n3obperarenbHOCTb, YTO [loBenuTenb, YyBCTBYOLLMI OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a MIiafLuUyto
noaenbHuLy, nepekpbin Ton 0630p ceoen wupokon nanvwen. OHa HM To 4TOoObI 0c060
BO3paxana.

— Bbikntoyaii, Mbl HAaCMOTpPEnuchb, — ckasan 3nofei U nepea Tem, Kak MOHUTOpPbI Moracnu 1
ncyesnu B HebbITUE, ycren yBUAETb HA OAHOM U3 HUX BbDKUraloLLyO0 BCE HA CBOEM MyTy
OrHerpuByto kobbiny. — A OT Hac-To Yero Hago?

®aH’AHOH caepXaHHO BbIOOXHYI, MOTEP NbICUHY M 00paTUnCca Tenepb K YENHDKINHTY.
— Bot Tebe HpaBUTCA HbIHELLHEE NOonoXeHue aen?

— Kak Takoe MOXeT He HpaBuTbca! — BoamyTunack CtepHuta. — 3nogencTBoBaTh He
AaloT, K MO3ronpaBam 3aroHsA0T, a COOCTBEHHAsA CEMENKA XXernaeT NpeBpaTUTb B NIETAOLLYHO
dpyKTOBYIO 3ehbmpuHy “Ona moero xe onara”. Ckaska, a He XUN3Hb.

— TaK TO-TO 1 OHO! — BOCKITMKHYI AEMOH, U NULIO €ro NPUHANO BOOAYLUEBMNEHHOE
BblpaXeHne, a MOXeT NPOCTo pasmopurio. — CTbIAHO ckasaTb, Y Hac gaxe Hantmep MyH He
Gbino.

— A KTO 3T0? — XMBO nounHTepecosarncs osenurens

— NmeHHO! — ®aH’AHOH YyTb He pacnnakarncs, HO 3aTeM BCMOMHUI, YTO eMy HeYyeM 1
nepenyman. — lNopa ¢ aTon CKa3o4KkoM KOH4YaTk, OX, nopal!

— Mebl, Aymaelub, He npoGoBanu? — 3aropraHun 3nogein, 6apabaHsi No cTony, ¢ Kaxablm
yoapom rny6xe norpyxasi kynak. — Hu ogHoMy TEMHOMY He noZ cuiy NpOTUBOCTOSATh
Mopsiaky, Y MEHS1 BeAb He NonyYnnoch.



[leMOH XUTPEHBLKO YrbIGHYICS.

— 3rnogesim, MOXeT, Takoe He no nnevy, — ®aH’AHOH Gpocun nepea cobor CNOXEHHYIO
BTpOe rasety. — A UTO Hac4éT repoes?

3ronony4HbIn BbINyCcK Aa)e TporaTb He CTanu — U Tak BbIno SICHO, YTO B HEM HanmcaHo.

— [a Bbl, 4OMKHO BbITb, M3aeBaeTeck?! — B3peBen [oBenuTenb, NocneaHMM yaapom
pasBanuBas CTos Ha [ABe HEPOBHble YacTu. — [lo KOoro eLé aoluna a1a ra3eTéHka, o camoi
G6ornHn JlopeH?

LL|énkHyB nanbLamun, AeMOH BOCCTaHOBUIT HEBMHHO NOCTpaaaBLLee MebenbHoe nusgenuve u
pa3buTyto nocyay.

— Ynmucbk, CaypoH HegoaenaHHbIn, nyyie cagb U BHUMaK. Tbl, NepeBEPThILL, TOXE.
Korga roctn obpatunuce B cnyx, ®aH’AHOH OCMOTpPESNCA U 3aroBOpYECKM 3aluenTan:
— Cnblwanu 4to-HMbyab o MakraddumHe?

O crapuke MakrachdpunHe NOMHUIIM HEMHOIME, HO [oBennTenb BXOAUI B 3TOT Kpyr
n3bpaHHbIX. MacTep Ha Bce pyku M3 CTapoL4aBHUX BPEMEH XNN eLlé Torga, korga 3nogemn
TONBKO YYUICA peMeCIy BOVHbI, a 60XeCTBeHHble NpuHLecchl 6€33ab0THO Hacnaxaanuch
CBOEW HHOCTbLH. BbifT OH 0OLIKHOBEHHLIM KY3HELIOM, KYHOLMM B OCHOBHOM MOAKOBbI, U
ofHaXAbl B €ero AepeBHI0 HarpsHyn repon-eauHOpPOr, KOTopbi NoTpeboBan ero NogKoBaTh.
MakraddurH cnopuTb He cTarn, paboTy BbINOAHUIT M NOMYYUI NpUYnTatoLLyrocs nnaty. Yepes
TPW OHA repon BepHYICA N pacckasan HEBEPOATHYIO MCTOPUIO O TOM, Kak 31101 BONLWeOHMK
novman ero B MarMyeckyto fioByLLKY, MOSTHOCTLIO MOrnowaroLyo noboe 3aknmHaHme. Ho
OLHOPOrUI MOHU He PacTePSANICA, CHAN OOHY M3 NOLKOB WM 3anyCTUI KOMAYHY NPsIMO Yepes
npo3payHoe Mnose: Marns C XXene3om He naguna, NosToMy paccTynunack nepen MeTko
OPOLLEHHbIM CHAPSIAOM M TOT Yrogun 3nogeto npsamMo B no6, BbIlWMOMB 13 TOro AyX.

lepon npocnaBumnca n crieqyto nNo ero NATam B 4EPEBHI0 NMpUEXanu eLé HeCKONbKO
nckaTenen NpuUKNOYeHU, KOTopble TOXEe Nonpocunn cebsa noakoeatb. MakradduH cHoBa
OTSIMYHO BbINOSHUIT CBOKO paboTy. M kTo Obl MOT nogymaTh: Kaxabli U3 NOAKOBAHHbLIX repoeB
CMOT oepkaTb BepX B JIMYHOWN CXBaTKe MMEHHO Gnarogaps HoBeHbkMM noakosam! OauH
oBMeHsN eé y 4OBEPYMBOro BOLHOIO AyXa Ha NMOXULLEHHYHO M3 ropoda KorodesHy BOAY.
BTopow okasancs B paspyLuatoLeMcs Ha rnasax 3atepsHHOM Xpame 1 nognép aTon
NoAKOBOW pblvar, yaepxusatowmi BopoTa. [NocnegHuin, npasaa, 3abnyanncs B fiecy u
OonblLLEe ero HUKTO He BUAEN, HO MHOMMM MO3Xe BbISICHUMNOChH, YTO 3TO OblNT BOBCE HUKAKOM
He repou, a paseeguuk Habmpatowmx cuny JlernoHoB TeMbl.

PasneTteBLasnca nogobHO NecHoOMy NoXapy crnaBa CroHsa B HENPUMETHYHO AepeBEHbKY
Lernble opabl NpukstodeHLues. NoHavany pagoBaBLUMACS TakoMy NPUTOKY aeHer MakradhdouH
O4eHb BbICTPO NOHSAM, YTO TeNepb eMy eABa XBaTaeT BPEMEHU HA ey U COH 1 Aaxe
paspocLUNNCA A0 XOPOM AOM He Obifl NOCeLEéH XO3AMHOM HU pasdy, MOCKOSbKY HoYeBan ToT
NpsiMO B Ky3He. M ogHaxabl TeprneHne ero NonHyno: KysHel cobpanca n BMecte ¢ CEMbEN



MOKWHYN POAHOM AOM, Ha NpoLLaHue, octaBue 60nbLUyto Tabnuyky, HaanNMCcb Ha KOTOPOW
rnacuna, 4to 6onbLe Hukoro MakradduH nogkoBbiBaTh HE OydeT.

OpaHako npowno MeHble roga n MakradduH, yxe NpUBLIKLLWIA HEe cYnTaTh AEHEr, BHOBb
ctan 6egHsakom. MNoHMmas, YTo Hago U CEMbIO KOPMUTb M CaMOMY YeM-To Bproxo HabueaTb,
ObIBLUNI Ky3HEL, 3aHANCA CTONAPHbIM AenoM. Ho u TyT BCE Ha4anocb No HOBOW: CHOBA
BbIpy4mia N3roToBreHHasi MacTepoM BelLb, CHOBA MOTAHYNUCh K HEMY CO BCEX KpaéB CBETA
repon. MakradhhnH NOKMHYN BTOPOW YCNEBLUNIM CTaTb POAHLIM AOM, Nepeexar B ropoa u
nepey4vnncs Ha cteknogyea. Yepes Hegento brnarogaps ocobon, N3roToBMEHHONM Ha 3akas
NNH3e, Marn-acTpOHOMbI CMOIN pasrnaaeTb HEBUAMMOE A0 3TOro co3sesane. He noaswur, a
BCE paBHO MOHSATHO K YEMYy LSO AENoO.

Tak roBopsT, 40 KOHLA CBOMX AHEWN NPOKNAThIA U OQHOBPEMEHHO OrarocrnoBnEHHbIN
MakradbdrH cTpaHCcTBOBas No MMUpY, TLWETHO NbITasiCb HAWTWU TaKOW TPy, KOTOPbIM OH MOT
Obl crnokorHo 3apabaTtbiBaTh cebe Ha xneb. M 3a Bpemsi CBonxX CTPaHCTBUIA co3aar OH
BecumcneHHoe MHOXECTBO BOSLLIEOHLIX BeLlen, 6onbLuas 4acTb N3 KOTOPbIX OKalarnacbh
6e3B03BpaTHO yTpayeHa, a 3a TeMu MakragodnHamm (Ha3BaHbIMU B YECTb CBOETO
cosgartens) YTo ocTanmcb, Lwra NoCToOsiHHasA TanHas 0xXoTa. BnnoTb 40 cerogHsLWHero aHsi.

Jocnywas A0 KOHUa M He yChbllwaB HU4ero HoBoro, lloBenutenbs Co CKyyarowmmMm BUaom
ynép ronoey B Kyrnak.

— Yero TonKy oT Takoro MoryLecTBo, eCnv 3rogesiMm oHO TONbKO BpeanT? [a komy 5
00BbACHSA0, Tbl CaM TOMbLKO YTO BCE pacckasarn.

— Bcé, pa He Bcé, — He cornacuncs geMmoH. — BoT Bac, ABOMX, MHOrMe noHu, Ja v Bce
ocTarnbHble cynTatoT reposamn. CuaeTb, Noka He 3akoH4y! Hy, Tak BOT, a 4To, No CyTu, ecTb
repon? Tutyn, He 6onee. MOBOPAT BeAb: “repossMn He pOXAATLCSH, reposiMU CTaHOBUTLCA”.
Bbl MMV HEBOMBHO CTanun 1 HaM C BaMu 3TO CbIrpaeT Ha Nonbay.

MepBown gorapanack CtepHuTa.
— To eCcTb Mbl CMOXEM HaWTh 3TOT MakradppmH 1 BOCMOMb30BaTLCS €ro CUIon?

— A Ha aTo paccynTbiBato, — KUBHYI EMOH. — A TO nocbinan 4o Bac MHOXECTBO CaMblX
OTbABINEHHbIX NMxXxoaees, NpuUxXoannoch AaXe CTPpo4YnTb Aenewn B apyrmne ninaHbl pagn
nogmorun. HMKTo Tak u He BEPHYIICA, MO3TOMY TeNnepb NocneaHAd Haaexiga Ha Bac.

— MoToMy 4YTO Mbl camble nyylune? — oxusuncs MNoeenutenb, a cam nogyman:

“— [omkHOo ObITb, OH BCE 1 MOACTPOUN, raauHa, HaymHas ¢ denducra, a MOXeT U eLLé
paHbLue”.

[eMOH BCKMHYN MUIOM HapMCcOBaBLUMECS KapaHaalom 6poBsu.
— W3 Tex, uto octanuck? OnpegenéHHo!

— Ho kak Ham aToT MakracppumH HanTu? — cnpocuna CtepHuTa.



Huuyero He roBopsi, ®aH’ AHOH BbINOXWI HA CTON ManeHbKyto Kopobouky. Mog oTKpbITOM
KpbILLKOW OKa3anacb OTAenéHHasi TONCTbIM CTEKNIOM Of4Ha €4MHCTBEHHAs CTPEroyka.

— Kakown-To HenpaBubHbIA koMnac, — NoBenuTenb KOPoBOoUKy paccmaTpuBan, HO He
Tporan. — Hu pym6oB, He neneHratopa. XoTb Obl CTOPOHLI cBETa 0603HAUUNN ANd
NPUANYKNA, MOXKET OH BOODOLLIE pa3MarHUTUIICH, @ HUKTO U HE 3HaeT.

— Q70T KOMMac, — AEeMOH C BaXKHOCTbIO NOAHAN yKasaTenbHblli nanew,. — Bcem komnacam
komnac, 6o ykasblBaeT He Ha MarHUTHbIE MOSOCAa, a Ha HYXXHbI MakradduH. BepuTe.

MoBenuntens NomMpayHern.
— He BO3bMEéM.

CTepHUTa TaK e He pelunnacb NPUTPOHYTLCS K KOPOOOoYKe, BCMIOMUHAsA HeAaBHME
HacTaBneHus OT NoAerbHuKa.

— BbI uT0, C YyMa cownmn? — ¢ obungon nponsHéc PaH’AHOH. — [la He cobupatoch 51 Bac
obmaHbIBaTh, ¥ Hac BeAb obuias uenb. bepute.

— He Bo3bMéEM! — yBepeHHee nponsHEc NMoeenuTtens. — Pexb, TON4K, a Mbl U3 TBOUX PYK
HUYero He NpuUMemM.

— O, Tbl 3a cebsa rosopu! — ncnyranacb CTepHuTa, HO BCE paBHO OCTanach CUAETb Ha
MecTe.

MoB3abixaB M CNPOCKB Y KOro-To, 3a YTO eMy Takoe HakasaHue, IeMoH yGpan co cTona Bcé
nuHee, 3aTeMm B3N KOPoGoYKy, NepeaBUHYN €€ Ha caMblii Kpal, Nocne Yero OTBEPHYNCA U
CWUMBbHO MHYM HU3 CTOMELWHNULbI KorleHoM. Komnac cBanurcsa Ha non, OTBepHyBLUMUIACS
®aH’AHOH HacBMCTbIBaN HE3aMbICIOBaTY MEMOAMIO.

“MprHMMaTh Henb3s, OToMpaTb MOXHO”, — OCeHUNo CTEPHUTY, 1 OHA MUIOM CXBaTuna
GEeCcx03Hyt0 BeLLb.

MogoxaaB Ha BCSKUIM Cry4dai eLlé HEMHOrO, 4EMOH BEPHYIICS B NMPEXHee NofoXKeHne.

— On, a rge? — HaurpaHHO YAMBUIICA OH U MPUHANCA BHUMATENbHO M3yyaTb CTOM M YTO nog
HUM. — Heyxxenu notepsinca?

— Y70 ynano, To nponano, — nogaepxan urpy MNoeenutens.
MopyraBLUXCE Ha CBOK HEBHUMATENbHOCTb, ®aH’ AHOH OCTaBMIT MOUCKMU.

— Tskko Bam Ge3 komnaca-To 6yaeT, — Kadan OH rofioBoi ¢ eBa caepXXnBaemMon yrblGKom.
— Hy, Hnyero, kak-HMOyab CrpaBUTECS.

— Kak-Hnbyab cnpaeumcsi, — cornacuncs lMosenuTernb, a 3aTem He yaepXkarncs 1 Cnpocun:
— Tonbko HMKaK NOHATbL HE MOry, Kakas Tebe oT aToro Bbiroga? [Jonyctum, Hangém Mol



mMakradbdvH 1 aaxe, eCnv o4eHb CUMbHO NOBE3ET, HU3MNOXMUM pexnm MNopsaaka, TonbKo BOT
Tbl BCE paBHO OCTaHELLbCH TYT, CUOHEM CUAETb.

3agymaBLumnnca ®aH’AHOH co3gan HOBbIN WTOM, HO Ha 3TOT pas, Jaxe He npeanaras
noAenuTbCs, caenan rmoToK NPsiMO M3 roprna.

— Kakow cambiin GonbLLo HegocTaTok beccmMepTusa? — HeOXMAAHHO CNPOCKM OH U YTO
bonee HeoxnaaHHO — y CTEPHUTBI.

Ta 3amelukanacb 1 pacTepdaHHO no4ecarsa 3aTblJ10K.

— Hy... aMM... BUAeTb, kak ymmpatoT 6rnmskme Tebe cyluecTsa, KOTopbIX Tbl MOMHULLb eLé
coBceM mansBkamu? CMOTpETb, Kak pyLLUaTcsl NOCTPOEHHbIE eLwé npv Tebe umnepun?
BosaTbcsa TOro, kak MEHSIETCSI OKpY>KatoLLMIN MUP, a Tbl 3@ HUM e[iBa NocrneBaeLlb?

Pa3ovapoBaHHO bIpKHYB, AEMOH caenan oTMaluky [osenuTento.
ToT, He 3aAyMbIBasACb, rapKHYI:
— Ckykal

— BepHo, — noxeanun ®aH’AHOH, OTYero 3ro4en 3acnyXeHHo Bosropauncs. — A ansd
BEYHOro HabntogaTtens Bpoae MeHs eLlé u nbitka! Hawa OkBecTpusa 310 HACTOSALLMIA ONNoT
YHbIHUS, OKPYXXEHHbIA CTEHAMWN U3 MOHOTOHHOCTU. Hunkakmnx Tebe BOMH, HUKaKNX
3ANMAEMUNYECKNX BCMbILLEK, HUKAKUX NCMXONAToB, yTacKkMBatoLmx k cebe B nogsansl
3ano3gHUBLLMXCS Ha HOYb A4S KepTB. [Jaxe H1M 0OQHOrO MaritoCEHbKOro
3oMbu-anokanuncuca. Tulb Aa rnadb, HAKaK He pactonTarhb.

— Ara, 3HauuT, Xo4ellb TPSIXHYTb Hawe 60noTo! — ornyWnTensHO 1 A0BONBHO 3aopan
Mosenutenb. — [eno, ogobpsio!

OTyero-To cMyTuBLUAsicss CTepHUTa HECMENO NOAHNANA NEPEAHIO HOTY, CITOBHO NpUIexHas
yyeHuua. Monyyne paspelleHne, OHa caepXaHHO 3aroBopwuna:

— ApTedakT, KOTOPbIA Mbl JOIMKHbI 400ObITH, OH MOXET BCE?
— CMOTps, YTO Thl NogpasymMeBaellb nog aTUM “BCE”, — AenoBUTO yeMexHyncs ®aH AHOH.

— Hy-y, naToe, pecartoe... — CTepHWTa CTyKana gpyr o Apyra nepegHue konbita. — B
o6Lem, MOXHO N C MOMOLLbIO HEro NpeBpaLLaTh LBETHbIX YEMHOKITMHIOB 06paTHO B
YEPHBIX?

MoBenuTenb ¢ NPe3peHneM CrstoHyn 1 ¢ ewé GorbLUNM NpPe3peHnemM pacTép YEPHYO
KNAKCY HOMOW, Nocre Toro, Kak Ha Hero HeJoBOMbHO MOCMOTPES XO35WH.

— ba, cganuck Tebe aTn HeyaayHuku! 3abyab NPo HUX, MYCTb NOCTYNAIOT, KaK XOTAT, MOTOM
ewé HannayvyTcs...



— OT0 yXe He TBOero yma geno! — 4erHmKnMHr obpatmnack B aniMasHoro nca, yrpoxatoLe
3apblyana, a 3aTeM He caep)kanacb U copBanach Ha OTPbIBMCTbIV Nai.

Jlasina oHa He#oNro — NacTb MO LENYKY 3eNéHbIX NanbLeB CKPenu Tyro HaMOPAHUK.
CTepHuTa BblTapalymna rnasa v nonbltanach CHTb HEOXUAAHHYHO Y34y, HO HAMOPAHUK
okasarcsi NPOYHbIM.

— Pa3 He Oygelb nepebuBaTtb, TO CryLwan, — 3asiBUIT AEMOH, U YENHIPKITMHI cTana
MeHbLLE ép3aTb, HO MOMHOCTbIO OCTaBMSATb MNOMbLITKM OCBOOOAUTLCS He cornacunack. — He
MOry cKasaTb, Kakol UMEHHO cunon byget obnagatb MakraddduH, 4O KOTOPOro 51 YXKe HK
O[HY COTHIO NET NbiTatocb JobpaTtbes, HO Oyab yBepeHa, 9 3Hato, Kak UM Nofb30BaThCS.
Ecnn noBesET, ¢ ero noMoLLb MOXHO ByAeT He TONbKO 06paTuTb TpaHCOpPMaLMio BCSAT,
HO M MOSHOCTLIO CTEPETb €€ BO3MOXHOCTb U3 HaLLEN pearbHOCTH.

CnpaBuBLUNCL C NOCNEAHMM PEMHEM M OTKMHYB MEP3KYto 3aTbluky, CTepHUTa npuHsana
NPEXHUN 0BNUK.

— Bbino 66l 300poBO, — 3aKknymMna oHa.

— 3popoBo byaert, koraa B TapTtap BEpHYTbCSA ero obutatenu, — C rpycTbio B3AOXHYN
®aH’AHOH. — [lenaTtb He4vero BOT BCe M pa3bexanucb, KTo B APYrve nraHbl, KTO Ha HKHUE
APYCbl, @ HA HUX paHbLUE TONbKO NPOBMHUBLUUXCA CCbINanu... Tenepb 3T0 MECTO
NCNOMb3YyHT Kak TpaHCEPTHbIN KOPUAOP MEXAY COCeQHUMU MUPaMU, NOCLISIKK TaMm,
OaHgeponu. Y Hac Tenepb 6e3onacHo.

— £ 66l nocnopun, — XMblkHyN MNoBenuTtens, NpMnoMmnHasi orpabneHHoro YépTuka. —
Hey)xenu cam HMKOro He nogpesan, Aa XoTb U3 TOro e nobonbITcTea?

[leMoH ockopbnéHHO oTMaxHyrncs. Bugumo, Hekne 3anpeThbl gaxe cpegn NoTyCTOPOHHMUX
CYLLHOCTEN UMENUCb.

— Hwukorga, Bek Bonu He BUAAThb.

“Oa Tbl €é 1 Tak He yBMAWLLIb U MakracpmH CBOM He yBUAWLLbL, Aal MULLb BbIXOA4 HAUTU, a
TaM Hac NoMKHaK, Kak 3Banun”, — nogyman 3nogen, Ho He CIAMLLIKOM YETKO, a TO Mano nu...

Ho ®aH’AHOH ero 6yaTo ycnbliwar, TonbKo BuAy He nogarn.

— JlagHo, pacckasan st BCE, YTO 3Hato, ocTanbHoe Ha Bac. [latb 6bl BaM nereHgapHoe
OpYXXre unu 3enbs OTO BCEX HanacTewn, HO He Mory — BCE CBOE cosaato cebe cam, a OHO
HeHagéxHoe, — noaTeepXaasi CBOM CroBa, 4EMOH NOCTy4ar no CToMy KOCTALWKaMU U TOT
pacTasn, Kak NyCcTbiHHbI Mupax. — Kyaa natm 3Haete n To pagocThb.

— W He TakMMK CKPOMHBIMM BO3MOXHOCTSAIMU 06xoannunce, — nogaakHyn Noesenvrens,
BCTaBas CO CBOEro MeANeHHO McnapsioLLerocs ctyna v ysnekas 3a cobov CTepHuty. —
Ham 6bl TONbKO Ha NOBEPXHOCTb BbIOpPAThCH, a Tam Mbl Tebe ¢ Heé 1 Makrad)pMHOB 1
hneboTUHYMOB HaTaLLMM, TONIbKO CYHAYKM roTOBb!



— Torga goroBopunuch, — ynblbka AeMoHa pacTsiHynach Ao YLel, YTo He 4o6aBnano en
NCKpeHHocTU. — Bbixon nepen samu.

Mexay AByx Grivkanlumx KONOHH pacTsiHYrCst CUHEro LBeTa nopTanbHbIi oBar.
MoBenuTtens, C TPYAOM yAEPXKMBAsICb OT TOrO, YTOObI HEe copBaTbCs Ha Ger, HeNPUHYXAEHHO
Hanpasuncs kK Hemy. CTepHuTa nonetena psaom.

— Tbl BeOb He cobupaellbCst HUYero emy uckatb, 4a? — npoluenTana oHa.
— TUWKHY noimMana... — 3aluunnen 3no4en, He OTBOASA B3rNsi[a OT 3aBETHOW YePBOTOUUHDI.

Co cnuHbl nx HarHan ®aH’AHOH U OpYyXXeCKn NPUOBHAS, 4N Yero emy NpULLIOCh MOBUCHYTb
Hapg, 3eMMén N HEMHOMO PaCTAHYTbCS BLUMPb.

— PebsaTa, Bbl Beab He cobupaeTecb MEHS KUHYTb? — OEMOH C »anobHbIM BUOOM Mo
ovepeau 3arnsHyn Kaxxaomy M3 3rogees B rfnasa, rorioBa ero npy 3ToM nokaynmBanach Ha
ONHHOM Wwee. — MHe He cnegyeT oxugaTtb OT Bac nogo0bHOoNM rmynoctun?

CHsiB ®aH’AHoHa, NoBenutenb 6epexxHo NocTaBus ero Ha nor.

— [la Tbl YTO, KaK MOXXHO? — BCMfeCHYN pykamu [loBenuTens, He 3abbiBast 6O4YKOM
ABuratbcs K noptany. — Bcé caenaem B nydwem Buge.

3BOHKMI LLLENYOK 3aKpbin nopTar, YyTb He OTPYOWB 3MoAet0 pyKy.

— Tbl yero? — B3peBen TOT, NepecynTbiBas NanbLibl U C COXaneHMemM Haxoasa HegocTady. —
Ckasan e, YTo BCE caenaem.

— [lymato, BaM He nomeLuaeT HEMHOro MOTMBaLuK. Tak, Anst MOero CrokoWCTBUS, — AEeMOH
napun B Bo3ayxe, Arnsi Yero oTpacTui ManeHbkue Kpbibllkn. — He 6ecrnokoiTech, S He
BapBap KakoW, B LN 3aKoBbIBaTb He Oyay.

— A B0 4TO BGyaelb? — HegoBepuMBO NpuLLypuncs MosenuTens.

HdemoH 6e33n06HO paccmesrncs, a 3aTeM B3N 3no4es 3a pyKy U cTan OTBOAUTb B CTOPOHY.
ManbLbl HA NATHOWM NepyaTke NPY 3TOM HECMELIHO OTpacTanu, Aa eLé oCTpee NPEXHEro.
MoBenuTtenb o6epHynca 1 ¢ yaneneHnem obHapyxun, 4to co CTepHUTON pasroBapvBaeT
TOYHO TaKOW e 3eNEHbIN PpaHT.

— HacTtoswun 9, HacToAWmn, — OTKNUKHYNca ®an’ AHOH, nocne Toro, Kak 3nofen TKHymn ero
B nsie4yo. — BoT v npuwinn.

— Kyna? — yamsuncs NoBenutens 1 TyT MOHAN, YTO CTOUT Nocpean 3enéHon ynuubl C
aKKypaTHbIMU psiAaMu OOQHOSTaXHbIX JOMULLEK.

— Waéwm, koe-uto Tebe nokaxy, — ckasan 4EMOH U NepeLlén Ha TpoTyap.

MpucoeanHmBLuMiics MNMoBenuTenb ornaabiBancs, HO HUYero HeobbIYHOro He BUAEN.
OOGbIKHOBEHHbIV 3aropoHbIA MOCENOK, KOMX B OKBECTPUM ObINO BENMKOE MHOXECTBO, pa3Be



4YTO M3peaKa NporneTarLLne MMMO KapeThl BbIrMsiAEN HECKOMNBbKO MHaYe, BEPOSITHO SABISIS
coboi HoBble Moaenu.

— [oragbiBatocbk, Ha YTO Tbl HAMEKaELLb, — 3aroBOPUI 31104€eK, Nocne Toro, Kak OHK
nepeLunn Jopory Ha KpacHbI CBET, MOTOMY YTO KapeTbl BCE paBHO MpoesXanu CKBO3b HUX.
— Ecnu mbl He fobyaem makradpvH, TO BCE ocTaHeTCa no-ctapomy. [NoHsn, npuHsan,
ocosHan.

— lMorogu, Toponbira, BOT 4ONAEM 4O OOAHOro MecTa, MOCMOTPUM U cpa3dy obpaTHO, —
otBeTun ®aH’AHOH. — BOT KCcTaTu 1 OHO.

OHu BOWNK Yepes 3aKpbITYO KanuTKy BO ABOp Goratoro JomMa, BblAENsAoLWerocs cpeamn
ocTanbHbIX. [1Bop 6bif1 MPOCTOPHbIN, 3€MEHBIN, YCTaBMEHHbIN UCKYCHO BbINOSTHEHHBIMU
TonNMapuamMmn, NPoas Aanblue, HEBUANMbIE BUSUTEPDI BbILLSM K LLMPOKOMY OTKPbITOMY
baccenny. lNepen HUM, Ha BOMbLUIOM LUE3MOHre nexana 6enasa kobblna B O4HOW NETHEN
naHame c npopesbto Ansa pora. Kobbina, aepxa B 30110TUCTOM TENEKMHETUYECKOM 3axBaTe
KHUTY, MUPHO YuTana.

— Hy, ecnu B atom 6yayuiem Cenectusi xumBa, TO OHO MHE y>Ke He HPaBUTbCS, — CKalan
lMoBenuTenb, CKNOHAACH K HEBUASALLEN ero NPMHLIECCE U NbITasiCb YNTaTb BMECTE C HEWN: —
“Ero 43bIK He 3HaeT nowabl, HACTONYMBEIN M BNacTHbIN. OH ABUMXETCS NO Kpyry, CHOBa U
CHOBa, 6e3 ocTaHOBKW. HacnaxgeHue rpaHnunTt ¢ 6onbio”. Kakaa mep3ocTb.

— Tbl NpUrNsSAnCh, NPUrMNANCb, — AeMOH Goporicsi ¢ HapacTaloLWMM CMexoM, Kycas Ao
KPOBW NafoHb.

MoBenuTenb ornsiaen anukopHa 1 o4eHb GbICTPO 0BHaPYXXMM Ha OO4HOM M3 MYTOBbIX
CyCTaBOB J0OPOroro Buaa 6pacnet ¢ KpacHbIM AparoLeHHbIM KaMHEM.

— YT0 6 MeHs gpyxbomarvnen pasopsano, — OXHyn OT yauBneHus anogen. — BonnoweHne
uenomyapusa aana cebs okonbuesaTb! [MpoknaTbe, He 3aBUAYO S TOMY HECHAaCTHOMY
ybntogky, ctaBwemy eé€ naccmen. Bot ymopal

— [encTButensHO ymopa, — AEMOH He caepKarncs U NokaTunca co cMexy. — BoT e OH,
MY>XEHEK.

lMocMOTpeB B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyda ThiKarn XOXouyLmi Bo Becb rorioc ®an’AHoH, [NosenuTtens
4yTb He xBaTun ygap. OH rnsaen B KpMBOE 3epKaro, nHave Kak ewwé MoXHO 6bino
06bscHUTL yBUAeHHoe? [locnexos BTOpow oBenuTenb He HOCWI, Y UM Ha CMeHY npuLina
TOHKOro nowmnea pyballka ¢ KOPOTKUM pyKaBOM M CBOBOAHO cuasLme CNopTUMBHbIE LUTAHBI,
LUTAHWHBI KOTOPbIX OKaHYMBANUCh BblAENaHHOW U3 NCKYCCTBEHHOW KOXW HEBBICOKOW 00YBbIO
CO LWHYpPOBKOW. BC& No 4emy MOXHO ObINo y3HATb 3M04es, ABMANCA ero Be3necyLLmm
poraTbii LWeM.

Tem BpemeHeMm TOT gpyrov [NoBenuTens yxe NoAcen K anukopHY Y HEXHO OBHSN Ty 3a LWEtO.
Cenectusa ynbibHynacb 1 oTAoXuna KHury.



— Her, HerT, HeT... — B yxace 6opmoTan HacTosilmi MNoBenuTenb, OTCTyNas U 3aKpbiBasicb
pyKamu, NOTOMY YTO O4YE€Hb CKOPO AOSMKHO ObINI0 NPOU30NTM TO, YErOo OH BUAETH HY HUKaK He
XoTen. — BbITb 3TOro He MOXET... 3TO HeNpPaBUIIbHO... a Kak Tak-To?!

CpaenaB eLlé HECKONbKO LLaroB BCrenyto, 3rofen CnoTKHYCS O KaTaloLerocs B UCTepuke
[AeMOHa W, He yOepXKaBLUMCh, MPOXHYIICS Ha CMUHY.

— Thbl!!l — B3BbIN OH, NOACKAKMBas U xBaTass aH AHOHa 3a rpygku, Nocre Yero NogHMMas
Hag cobon. — JTo TBOMX rPsA3HbIX 06e3bsIHbMX Nan aeno, kopaben 6e3rnasbii!

BecnapgoHHbIn xoxoT ®aH’AHOHa pa3baBnAncs pegknm XprokaHbeM.

— [la pa3Be s cnocobeH Ha Takoe? — XMXMKan OH, packadnBasicb Ha naukaHax. — [ena
BGeccMepTHbIX LWTYKa 3anyTaHHas: napy TbICAYENneTUin rpbi3yTcst Mexay coboi, NoToM
HECKOIbKO COTEH NET OCTbIBAOT, 3aTeM NpUrnsabiBatoTca APYr K APYry, a NoTOM. ..

lMoBenuTenb BCTPAXHYN EMOHA, HE Xenasi y3HaBaTb, YTO Ke NPOUCXOAUT MNOTOM, HO BCE
paBHO ycnblWwarn, npaeaa, Co CTOpoHbl 6accenHa. ObeccuneHHbIN 1 AemMopann3oBaHHbIN,
3nogen Boinyctun ®an’AHOHa 1 ONyCcTUICS Ha KorneHu. Ero ctano MyTuTh, Aa Tak CUIbHO,
YTO COrHYBLUMCb MOMOMaMm, OH KarHyn Ha naearnbHO NOACTPUXKEHHbIN ra30H O4MHOKON
MacrsHUCTOMN CIIE3MHKON.

OTcmesBLLIMCH, AeMOH nogoweén k MNosenutento un ¢ Heobbl4anHOM ANsi CBOEro Cy6TUNBHOMO
TENOCNOXEHUS NErKOCTLIO NOAHAN TOrO 3a POr.

— [obynewb makradppmH? — CNpoOCUn OH.
— [o6yay, — NOKOPHO OTBETUN 3N04EN.

— BoT 1 monogey, BOT U yMHULA! — [OBOMNBHO MPOM3HEC AEMOH U noxnonan
onycTusLLerocs obpaTtHo NoBenuTtensa No HanmfeyYHuKy, egsa He Nope3aBLUNCh 06 OAWH U3
wmnoB. — Ho Bcé xe pa3Be NboBb He NpekpacHa?

— XBaTUT NAnNUTbCS.... — nNpopblyan MNMosenutens, 4o NocrneaHero yaepxunsas B cebe To,
YTO aKTMBHO NMPOCKITOCh HapYy.

— Own, na 4vero 4 TaM He Buaern, — kanambyp Bbllen COBCEM He CMELLHbIM — A1 3noaes,
no KparHen mepe, To4Ho. ®aH’AHOH Npucen Ha kopToykn nepep MNosenutenem. — Passe
YTO... MpeacTaBb, KakMe nony4aTbcs xepebara.

MoBenuTenb C CUMON OTTOSNKHY OT cebsi XOXOUYLLLEro U3Bepra, a 3aTem He Bblaep»karn u
3amapar Mep3KOW XWxKel non B AeMOHMYeCKMX BrnageHusix. O6paTHO OHU BEPHYIMCH Tak e
He3aMeTHO, KaK 1 yXoaunu.

— BoT 1 nogpyka TBOS1 e TyT, Kak TyT, — cka3ar JEMOH.

MpourHoprpoBae NpPoTAHYTYH PykKy, MNoBenuTenb NoaHANCS camocTosiTeNnbHO. Beé ewé
HaxoAsiCb B NPOCTPALMN, OH Ha OOHMX pedoriekcax U3BNEK 13-3a nasyxu rsry u caenan



[T1I0TOK. BHyTpI/I pasnunacb NpuUATHad ropbKaa Tensiota, U cpasdy KUTb CTaro nydwe, XUTb
cTano Becernee...

OH ocTaHoBUICA PSAOM C YEMHKITMHIOM, HO Ta HUKAaK Ha 3TO He oTpearnpoBana. CtepHuTa
C BblTapallleHHbIMW [fla3aMmn CMOoTperna Kyaa-To B HAKyAa, O4EBUOHO TOXE XBaTUB CBOK
Jonto npeackasaHun. MNosenuTtens NOMANCS, O4HAKO BCE Xe NPOTAHYN en donary ¢
ocTaTkaMu Kpenkoro ankoronsi. Ta gaxe He NoBepHynach, a TONbKO XafgHO cxeaTtunia dnsry
TENeKMHe30M 1 ONPOKMHYIa B cebs BCE, YTO B HEWN OCTaBanocChb.

— MNoneryano? — oceegomuncs MNMoeenutens, 3abupas 06paTHO ONYCTEBLLYH MOXOAHYHO
By Tbinb.

— HemHoro, — caaBneHHbIM rofIocoM Npocunena HEM3BeCTHO YTO noBugaswasa CTtepHuTa.
Mepen HMMKM BO3HUK PaH’ AHOH.

— £ >xe roBopwu, YTO HEMHOIO MOTMBALMM HE NOMELLAET, — AOBOSIbHbIA COOOM 4EMOH
BanbshKHO 0OnokaumBarcst Ha TPOCTb. — Tenepb TO Bbl BCHO OKBECTPUIO BAOSb M NONepeK
pbinomM n3poeTte, a MmakradpduH goctaHete. Mnu g owmnbarocs?

— Het, — npoBopyan NosenuTens.
— H-HeT, — gpoxawmm rornocom npowentana CtepHuTa.

— Toraa 6onblue He cMmeto 3agepxuBaTb, — ®aH’ AHOH LWENKHYN Nanbuamn cpasy Ha ABYX
pyKax u nop, KaxablM U3 HOBOSIBIIEHHbIX CIyr BO3HWK MopTar, B KOTOPbIN OHM TOTYac ¢
BONSISAMU NPOBaNUNUCb. — bbiBanTe, OKKYNLTUCTbI XPEHOBHI. . .

*k%k

3Hali He3agaunueble NPU3bIBaTENM, Oe HAYHETCS UX MYTb, OblTb MOXET, UX Obl HE yaanoch
YroBOpUTb.

BeuHoaukun JNlec npeactaensn cobor camoe 3arago4yHoe 1 onacHoe MeCTo BO BCEM MUPE U
ocTaBancd nm gaxe B anoxy nobegmeLiero gobpa. lNMoroBapmBanu, YTO HE TOMNbKO XMU3Hb
30€eCb Tekrna no cBoeMy ocobomy ANKOMY pacrnopsaky, HO AaXe NPOCTPaHCTBO M BPEMS He
MOIII0 HaBsA3aTb CBOMX 3aKOHOB. Bblf10 MHOXECTBO MCTOPUIA O TOM, KaK Kakoi-HMOyab
3annyTaBLUUI NOHKU, COMAA CO crieumanbHO NPOSIOKEHHOW TPONbI, Nponagan B HEN3BECTHOM
HanpaBneHM UK Xe HUYEro He Nogo3peBasi BO3BpaLLancsa 4OMOW 1 Haxoausi TaM CBOMX
CMOPLUMBLLMXCHA OT CTapOCTUN NPaBHYKOB.

BopoTbcs ¢ Takow HanacTbio NPeKpaTUn OTHOCUTENBbHO HeAABHO, HETMAacHO NPU3HaB
nobeny aHomanuu. [1o 3TOro e 4YTo TONbKO C NlecoM AernaTb He NpoboBanu: xeyb 1
BbIKOPYEBLIBATb, PyOUTL M 3acbinaTtb C BO3AyXa XUMMUKATaMW, HanyckaTe TPaBUMbIX rONo40M
napacnpanToB. Huyero He nomorarno, nec Ha crneayLwnii eHb He TONbKO
BOCCTaHaBMNMBarics, HO €LLE U OTXBaTbIBan HEMHOIO JINLIHUX reKTapoB cebe B
COGCTBEHHOCTb, O4EBUAHO, CHATAS ATO KOMMEHcaumen 3a NPUYUHEHHbIN yLepo.



BbiBanueLLMecs Nnocpeam OCBELLEHHOWN NOMSAHbI MYTHUKM NOHANW, KyAa U Kak CUMbHO
nonanu, o Yém cpaay 3asBunu gpyr apyry. Ho ckonbko mexay cobown He pyrancs, CKONbKO
He 0OBUHSAN, Aeno oT 3Toro camo cobon He caenaetcs. O4YeHb OGbICTPO HALLIENCHA YUCThIN
pydYeek, N3 KOTOPOro HaMoHWUAM ONYCTEBLUYIO PrsKKY, C HEBBICOKOIO AepeBa Hadépranm
HEN3BECTHbIX MIOAO0B, @ C OAHON U3 HXKHUX BETOK CHAMNW y4aCTNMBO 3a0bITyH0 KEM-TO CYMKY
C OQHOW NEepPEeKPECTHOM NAMKON, B KOTOPYH cpasy oTnpaBunack Menoyéska. OT nnogos
BA3as0 BO PTY, 3aTO HE XOTENOChb MUTb U €CTb, @ OObIYHO KaNpPU3HbIA YENHOXKITUHICKMM
Xenygok Bén cebs cnokonHo. OT HeJaBHO NeEpPEXNTOro cTpecca gaxe Nosenutento ectb
3aX0TernocCh, HO MPUTPOHYNCA K eae OH TOMbKO NOCIe HENPOAOIMKUTENbHbBIX HabnaeHWn 3a
CtepHuTOM 1, y0EeOMBLUMCH, YTO XBaTaTbCs 3@ rOpfio U My4YMTENbHO YMUPATb Ta HE CMELUUT,
BOH3WI B OAMH W3 MIOA0B CBOW TOHKUIM XOOOTOK.

XoTa nobomy 3nogeto munee 6biio TEMHOE Noa3eMernbe, HEXenn 3anuTtas ConHUEM
NOBEPXHOCTb, MOMsIHKA Ka3anacb Takon MaHsILLEN, N HA HEWN Tak XOTENoCb OCTaTbCs U
OTAOXHYTb. [MoBenuTenb B3N koMnac U NOCMOTPEN HanpaBneHune: cTpenka TBEpao
yKasblBara Ha yxosilyto Briybb nieca 3apocCLuyo TPOMKY.

— BcTanu v nownun, — pewwmtensHo 3assun Nosenutens. — Hevero 6onblue
paccuXxmnBaTbCA.

— MOXeT, eLLlé YyTb-4yTb MNONEXMM? — 3aKMHYB 3a ronoBy nepegnHune Horn, CTepHuTa
BOSbIOTHO pasnermnach Ha 3enéHOM KOBPE B OKPY>XEHUK Orpbi3koB. — 1o niobomy aemoH
Hac ctoga cneumanbHO oTApaBui, YToObl Mbl cuil Habpanucb. CMOTPU Kak TyT Kpacueo!

— Tbl cama cebs1 cnblwnb? — YCMEXHYICA Ha 3TO MoBenutens.

C 3aBUCLUIMM Ha NOMNYTU K packpbITOMy pTy nrogoM CTepHUTa onoMHunach,
BCTpeneHynacb v nog HacMeLLK/ CnyTHUKa ObICTpo cobpanach, YroXuB OCTaBLUMINCS
NPOBUAHT.

— Mownn, — HacynmeLllINCb, CbblpKHyJ'Ia OHa, 3aKkunabiBad Ha 6ok CYMKY.

OTAOXHYBLUME HOTN HECTM NMYTHUKOB camun cobor, a B NPMBbIYHOM METANIMYECKOM Nsi3re
AOCMNexoB cTana 3Byyartb kakas-To 6ecwabalHocTb. lNMNoBenuTtens waran sBnepeau, NHas
pacTyLwime 6rm3Kko K Kpato 0604MHbI TIOMUHECLIEHTHbIE TPMbbI N 0bnambiBasi CIINLLKOM
ANnHHBbIE BETKU. CTepHMTa cemeHunna cnegom, To U Aerno NyrinBo ornsaabiBasCh Ha Kaxabiv
LLIOPOX.

— W ponro Ham ewWweé natn? — cnpocusna oHa.

— CKonbKo ecTb, BCE Hawe, — 6ogpo oTtosearncsa Noesenutenb. BeyHo oH, korga
NPWXMMano, BECENUICA HEMOHATHO YeMmy.

YeHOKNMHT BexpanHyrna 1 nocMotpena Beepx. KpoHbl Bbinv Takumuy ryctbiMm, YTo easa
nponyckarnu CofHeYHbIe fy4y U Marno TOro, Mexay HUMM NPOMon3ro YTo-To BbICTpoe U
MHOTFOHOrOE.



— Kaxertcs, g uTo-TO Buaena, — B3BOMHOBAHHO oroBecTuna snoges CtepHuTa.

Tot 3agpan wnem, a NOTOM monya npubaswun Lwary.

— He oTcTaBai, — NPUKPUKHYI OH Ha YeNHOXIMHIa, KOTOpas yxxe He LWna, a netena.

— [oroaw.

— YT0 cnyyunocb?

CTepHuTa 3amennmnach, paccTérmas CyMKy.

— [aw ByTbInKy ¢ MaHOW.

OctaHoBunca NoBenuTenb CAULWKOM Pe3KO Y YHENHIXKINHI CTYKHYNAacChb O LUMPOKYHO CrINHY.
— Tebe 3a4em? — cnpocun 3nogen.

— Ha Bcsakuin cnyyaii... — CTtepHMTa notupana noctpagasLlyto mopay. — B Takom mecTte g
X04y UMeTb Npu cebe pe3epBHbIN UCTOYHUK Maruun, Aa u Tebe OH HU K YeMy. YK He
obwxancs, Ho Konagyto s ONpenenéHHo nyyile.

— NagHo, aepxun, — Moeenutenb goctan duan u nepeq TeM Kak nepegaTb ero
YENHIPKIMHIY, MOKONAarcs 3a nas3yxon 1 cneaoM BbiHyN 0OpbIBOK 3HAMEHM NErMoHa, nocne
4yero 3aKyTan B HEro xpynkoe crekno. — He pasben.

CtepHuta 6epexHo ynoxuna cduvan B 6e3onacHyto cepeguny.

Jlec Tem BpemMeHeM cTarn CTaHOBMTLCS BCE Trylle 1 TEMHEe, HO CTperka ynpsiMo ykasbiBana B
camyo MmyLub.

— Yero atomy makradppmHy Ha YbEM-HUOYAb Yepaake CrOKONHO He Nexanochb, — Bopyarn
MoeenuTenb, BepTs KOPOOOUKY K TaK U CSK, HO yKasaTenb He nogdaBarcsi, Kak ngearnbHo
HaCTPOEHHbIN TMPOCKOT.

— TyT MOryT BOAMTLCS TUMPbl, — COBCEM He K MecTy ckasana CTepHuTa.

Ho Turpa nm yBrnaeTtb Gbirio He CyXaeHo, Bnpoyem, n3bexartb BCTPeYM ¢ Apyrum
obuTatenem neca ToXxe He NONyyYnnock. MNoTHbIE KYCTbl PA30LLINCE B CTOPOHbI, BYKBanbHO
BbI/IMBas Ha TPOMUHKY nepes NyTHUKaMKU HeyTo Bonbluoe 1 6echopmMeHHoe. Moxoxas Ha
améOly TBapb NOATSHYNAach B MMOTHbIA KOMOK, U OKa3arnocb, YTO NepeaBuraeTcs oHa npu
NOMOLLM MHOXECTBa Nan, KOPOTKUX U KPpUBbIX. Ha nepeaHei 4acTu ¢ No3BorieHnsi ckasaTb
Tena B3AyNUCb HECKOMbKO My3blpelt, KOTOpble 3aTeM FIONHYMM, OGHaXas NPUNICHYThIE
ronoBbl-rnasa. Ha HEKOTOpbIX rofioBax eLLé ocTaBanucb PXaBble Kacku, C UCTEPTbIMU
HOMepamu, NapHbIMU MOSTHUSIMW UMW BbILBETLIMMU NATUKOHEYHbIMY 3BE34aMW.



CTepHVITa noa BrnevatneHMeM oT Buaa ameébbl no3abbina POAOHYHO peYb U TeNnepb BblAaBara
He4rneHopasaerbHble 3BYKWN. MoBenuTenb XOTb U HEe BbIMSAen HanyraHHbIM, TOXXe 3aMeTHO
Hanp4drca.

— [Nonau ceoen goporon, Mbl He 4obblva, — Byayyn He 0O KOHLA YBEPEHHbIM B pa3yMHOCTU
30aKo NaKoCTU, 3noaemn NPON3HEC 3TO C COMHEHMEM.

Y TBapwu, ogHako, 6bino gpyroe MHEHME, XOTS, BO3MOXHO, OHO BaHasibHO HUYEro He MOHSANMO.
CnuvHa oweTnHMNach Lenon rpo3apto NATUNanbIX pyk, MO KOTOPbIM cpa3y NONon3nu Kakne-To
CTBOSbI, @ BCrieq, 3a HUMK pebpucTble nenTol. [NoBenutens NeHThl y3Han, nsobpertaTensHo
Bblpyrancs, 3atem noaxsaTtunn otoponesLwyto CTepHUTY n 6pocuncsa B camoe rycronechbe,
nodanblue OT cobmparoLLencsa Ha xogy OrHeBon To4ukn. He ycnen oH npobexaTtb 1 gecatu
METPOB, KaK 3a CNMHON rPOMKO 3aCTpeKoTany CaMoCTperbl, a BOKPYr 3aCBUCTENN COTHU
BbIMMOHYTbIX UMW pacKkanéHHbIX HakoHeYHUKoB. bexan MNosenuTtens 6bICTPO, HO U MOHCTP
He OTcTaBar, criegysi No BblTanTbiBaeMoKW nNpoceke. Heckonbko HaKOHEYHNKOB NporieTenm
coBceM ONM3Ko, OONH Jaxe cpuKkoLweTun ot gocnexa u CtepHuta, obBMBLIAA BCEMU
YeTbIpbMS HOraMu AepXKaLLyto €€ pyKy, TUXO NMUCKHyNa.

KpyToli CKNoH BbICKOYMN pe3ko 1 6e3 npeaynpexaeHusi, CNOBHO HAAKYLUEHHBIW KyCOK TOPTa;
He ycrneBLniA 3aTOpMO3uTb NoBenuTernb TONbKO U CMOT, YTO B MOCHEAHUA MU 3aBanuTbLCS
Ha CMMHY 1 noexatb Mo CKOMb3KOW rpsiav BHU3. MepecaxeHHasn Ha rpyab CTepHUTa rpsisHo
pyranacb 1 CyMKOI 3aKpblBanacb OT BCEro TOro, YTo reterio e HaBcTpedy. OkoHYMnach
noesaka 6bicTpo, MoBenuTenb ¢ BOpYaHNMEM CTOMKHYI C cebsl YeMHAXKMMHIA U CNELUHO
noAHANCS.

OHun oKkasanucb Ha AHe NepecoxLlero pycna, NPoTSKEHHOrO, C HaBMCaKLWMMM No beperam
HENpPUCTYMHbIMU psiAaMn AepeBbeB. XyaLwero mecta anga 6os unu nobera HanTn GbINo
NPOCTO Hemnb3s: OTKPbITOE 1 POBHOE, 6€3 eAMHON KPYNHON AMKW. TonbKo BAanu BUOHeENCS
Kakon-TO HeBOMbLLOW BanyH C Topyallen N3 Hero KpeCTOBUHOMN.

“Congét”, — 6erno pewwun NoBenuTtenb, a BCIyX CKOMaH4o0Bar:
— 3a mHon!

W soBpewms! Mpecneaytowwasa nx Teapb 604p0 cnyckanack Mo CKMNOHY, ObICTPO-ObICTPO
nepebupas MHOro4YMCNEeHHbIMU Nanamm 1 Orpbi3asicb KOPOTKMMU odepeaamun. CTepHuta
Gexana Ha CBOMX YeTBepPbIX, 00ACh NOAHATLCA B BO3AYX U CTaTb NIErKON MULLEHbIO, A TaK
OHa Morna xoTs 6bl YKPbITbCS 3@ CBOMM CMyTHUKOM.

BanyH nexan Ha camon cepefHe pycna v U3 Hero eNCTBUTENbHO YTO-TO BbIXOAWUITO. ..

— Meu! — BocknukHyn MNoBenuTens, 3atem 6e3 pasgyMuin CXBaTUICA 3a HOBEHbKMI, CIOBHO
TOMbKO U3 OPYXXENHOro MarasunHa 3pec 1 Co BCEN CBOEW CUITON NOTHAHYI 3a HErO KBEPXY.

— HEOOCTOWH!!! — rpoMoBbLIMY packaTtamu 3anpoTectoBasn Med, He NoaaaBLUMCh HU Ha
MUIIIMUMETP.



— BonwebHbin! — obpagosancs 3nogen 1 NpogosmKn CBOM NOMbITKA C YABOEHHBIM
3HTY3na3aMmom. — NprKPOMN MeHs, HEMNb3S ero TyT OCTaBNATb.

A cnycTuBLIasics TBapb yxe 6exana Kk HUM, Ha xody nepesapsihxasi HekasucTble
camMocTperbl.

— Kak?! — 3anaHunkoBana CtepHuTa, HO oBenuTenb HUYEro en He OTBETUI, MPOAOIKas
OopOTbCA C HAMEPTBO 3aCEBLUMM B KAMHE KITMHKOM. — [lai 1 nonpoobyio.

[MoBenuTens OTOLLEMN, U MeY 0fapun CXBaTUBLLUYHO PYKOSATb CTEPHUTY TEM Xe CTaTyCOM, HO C
nonpaBKoW Ha rnorn.

— OTBREKM 370, — NOBTOPUN 3104€eN, BO3BpaLlLlasicb 0bpaTHO.

Bosnace CtepHuTa mano, B OCHOBHOM B [eTCTBe, Korga octaBariacb 04Ha 1 nepBoe BpeMs
He mMorna gaTb OTrnop cTapLwmmM ocobsim 13 BbiBodKa. Torga oHa noHsana, 4to 6onbs npoxoanT
ObICTPO, @ 0OCO3HaHME COBCTBEHHON GECMOMOLLHOCTM OCTaéTcsa HaBcerga. [oaTtomy, Korga
Hag Hel B 0MepeanHOoNn pas pewnnmn nom3geBaTbesi, OHa cobpana Becb CBOW CTpax U
obpatuna ero npotue 3aamp. OHa nokanevmna Tpomnx Bomnee KPynHbIX YENHOKINHIOB,
npexae 4em e€ CMOrnu NOBanuTb U XXECTOKO M3bUTb, HO TOrAa, CXaBLUUCH B ApOXKaLLUA
KOMOK U NpuHMMas Ha cebs rpag yaapos, CTepHuta ynbibanack, NoTOMy 4TO 3Hana, 4to
GonbLlue eé nyratb HeyeMm. Mocne 3Toro criyyas HAKTO He PUCKOBan C Her CBA3bIBATbCA,
Kpome XeTbl...

MbIcnin 06 OKOHYaTenbHO NOTEPSHHOM Noapyre 3akuneny U Bl Yepe3 HO3APU ropsYnM
napom.

— lMoanonan nobnuxe, 4Tobbl 1 MOrNa yBUAETb, Kak Tbl CAOXHELb, — NpoLuMnena
CTtepHuTa 1 3acBeTuna porom.

POBHbIN N3BECTHAKOBbLIN Ky6 BbIPOC 13 3eMnn, OPMUPYSA NPENATCTBUE MEXOY MOHCTPOM U
nyTHMKaMKW. YCneBLUas nepes3apsamTbCcst TBapb CHOBA Havana nanutb Y YeMHOKINHT
cnpATanacbk 3a HMM. BbiGrBasi U3 yKpbITUS Lienble KyCKM, MOHCTP Npubnuxancs, npu 3Tom
NMOCTOSIHHO Befsi OrOHb Ha nogaeneHune. CTepHUTa cMorna 3anycTuTb HECKOSbKO
3aKnMHaHWM BCenylo U 0gHO U3 HUX NMonaro B rofioBy, KOTOpasi C MPOTUBHBIM XPYCTOM
packononack. Heuto He Bblka3ano HUKaKMX NPU3HAKOB TOr0, YTO MOHECIIO YPOH, HO
OCTaHOBMWIIOCH M CTano uckatb 3ameHy BblouTOMY “rnasy”. lNepen Tem, Kak Bblpocna HoBas
rorioBa (ToXe B Kacke, C MENKOM NMUKON Ha BEPLUMHE), YEMHAXKITMHT ycrnena caenatb ABa
BbICTpena: nyyun NpoLumnm amopgHoe Terno HackBO3b, ONAThL e HUKaK ero He NoBpeauB.

— W 370 BCE Ha 4TO Thl CNOCOBHO?! — CO 3n0CTU 3aKkpmnyana CTepHUTa HenoggarLemMycs
conepHuky. — Botoelwb Tbl XyXe, YeM BbIrmaguLb!

OpHa 13 MHOTOYMCIEHHbIX PYK HA CUHE METHYa B CTOPOHY NMOBGUTOrO YKPbITUS KaKyH-TO
Bellb. Ta ynana psgom co CTepHUTON 1 Mo BMAY HanoMyHana AepeBsiHHYH TOMKYLLKY Ans
kapTodbens. He rops xxenaHnem paccmaTpuaTtb npegMeT BHUMaTenoHee, CTepHuTa



noaxeatura ero TefieKMHe3OM 1 KUHyna O6paTHO. I'Iporpemen B3pPbIB, K COXalieHuto,
CITULLKOM gareko OT TBapw.

CYéT cTan natn Ha cekyHbl, MOHCTP Yxe MoYTu gobpancs 4o YKPbITUS, U HY>KHO ObIno
4yTO-TO Aenatb. CTepHUTa BCMOMHUNA, YTO Nepesapsaka CaMmoCTPENOB LUMa OAHOBPEMEHHO.
A Te KaK pa3 3aMOrIKIN.

“Cenyac nnu Hukorga”, — nogymana CtepHuTa, NOTOM NEPEKMHYNach B ManeHbKoro
ApakoH4YMKa U Habpas B rpyab BO34yXa, BbICKOYMNA U3 YKPbITUS.

W noHsana, 4To coBepLumna rmynocTb. TBapb AEWCTBUTENBHO Nepe3apsikana oba cBomx
camocTperna, HO ocTarnbHble pyku Hanpasunmn Ha CTepHUTY CTBOMbI MOMEHbLUE, 0AHa napa
AaXe HeyKIoXe HaTarmeana AfVHHbIV MyK.

Xoamno MHeHve, Y4To nepen HeEMUHYEMOV CMepTbIO B rMasax NposieTaeT BCs NpoxuTas
XM3Hb. EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO yCreno nponetetb B TOT MU Yepes rofioBy CTEPHUTLI 3TO
0OCO3HaHMWe TOro, YTO OHa He YCreBaeT HU BbIAOXHYTb, HU CpSiTaTbCs 0GpaTHO.

CunbHbIV yaap cLumnb eé ¢ HOr, OTKMHYB B YKpbITUE.

MoBenuTenb CTOAN PSAOM, C MEYOM Ha Mredve 1 3akpbiBarica cBOGOAHOW PyKOM OT
cHapsigoB. Meu Bcé ele Obin B KaMHe.

— [MpwKpoi, — KOPOTKO BGPOCKIT OH U KUHYICS HAnpOoroM.

CrtepHuTa BbICTPO NOACKOYMIIA, BbICYHYNAck U3-3a yrna v nonbiTanacb cpe3atb Marmem
CTONIbKO CaMOCTPESIOB, CKOMbKO OblNo BO3MOXHbIM. [oBenuTens npeoaonesan
pasgensioLlee ero ¢ MOHCTPOM paccTosiHue BbICTpo 1 pelunTensHo. Menkoe opyxue,
KOTOPOro CTapaHusiMM YENHAXKINMHIA CTAHOBMUITOCb BCE MEHbLUE U MEHbLLE, TOMbKO
BbIOGMBaNo 13 YEpPHOM BPOHM UCKPLI, @ OCHOBHbIE CTBOJIbI €LLE TOSTbKO MPUHMMAanNu HoBble
pebpucTble nenTobl. Yyguuie, BUAMMO co0b6pasmB, YTO YTO-TO TYT HE TaK, HA4ano CnewHo
0oTnon3aTh Hasag, HO 3TO OKa3arnocCb CIIULLKOM MeASIEHHO U NO34HO.

— HenocTonH! — oTBETCTBEHHOCTL 3a ©oeBoW KNu4 B35 Ha cebst meu.

BanyH, cTaB MMNpOBU3NPOBAHHON YOapHOM YacTbio MOMOTa, 06pyLLIMIICA B camoe
CKOMMeHe Mep3KUX TOHKUX PYK, KpyLla 1 fiomMas X TOYHO cnnyku. MoHCTp He u3gan Hu
3BYyKa, @ TONbKO NPUHANCS 3aTarmBaTh B ceba KaMeHb.

— Bpéwwb, He coxpéwb! — B3peBen MNoBenuTenb 1 NOTAHYN 3a PyKOSTb Ha cebs.
YcnesLlwime nepesapsanTbCs OCHOBHbIE CaMOCTPEnbl YNEPNUCH 310410 B LUMEM.

— A 1eb4a ¢ Ton CTOPOHbI 4OCTaHy, — NpUrposuin MNoBenutenb, rMags B yueneswine
ronoBbI-rnaasa.

MornoTme KameHb Liennkom, byprsiLas Macca NepekMHynach Ha KIMHOK U TyT Bce eé
roNoBbl CUHXPOHHO PACKPbINM PThl U HA pa3Hble rofioca 3akpuyanu ot 6onw.



— He HpaBuTcs, — 3akntoumn 3rnogew 1, HbipHYB nog CTBOMamMun, BCEM TENOM HaBanumnics
Ha pPYKOSiTb, HE JaBasi MOHCTPY OTPbIrHYTb BpeaHoe yrowleHue. Kpuku yecunmnuce,
N3BMBAIOLLMECS B arOHMUM PYKU paccTpenvBanu octaBlunecst 6oenpunackl B Monoko. — He
HpaBuTCsi, — NoBTOpWUn NoBenuTenb, 3aroHss KINMHOK BCE rny6xe.

HeuTto pacnnaBmnock B CHUTaHHbIE CEKYHAbI, OCTaBUB nocne cebs 6onbLuyto AypHO
MaxHyLLYI NYXy 1 pa3bpocaHHble B HEM OpraHMYeckmMe OLMETKN BiepeMeLlKy ¢ obrioMkamm
camocTpernoB. Co CMepTbio MOHCTPa BCE OpYXXune NpeBpaTUoch B TO, YeM OHO U Gbino Ha
caMoM Jene — rpyay pXxaBoro metannonoma.

— Mbl He gobblva, — ckasan MoBenuTenb U canorom pasgaBuil CMOTPSILLYIO B €10 CTOPOHY
ronosy.

Mopowepwaa CtepHUTa cpasy Xe oToLuna, NPUKpbIBasi HOC.
— Hy 1 BoHMwWa.

— [noTtaeT 6e3 pa3bopa AepbMO BCSKOE, KOHEYHO, — OTBeTMN NMoBennTenb, oTouBas ot
KITMHKa OCTaTKM BanyHa, yga4yHO pasbedeHHOro BHYTPEHHMMN COKaMu CyLLecTBa. —
BblaBuraemcs. [iuckopa 3HaeT, CKOMbKO eLé TyT 3TUX... raHMED.

Y6upaTb HOBOE opyxune bbino Hekyaa, nosTomy NoBenuTenb HEC ero Tak, B3BanvB Ha
nneyo. Ncxoas ua pasmepa, Med npegHasHadvancs Ans AByX pyK, HO 3rogen ¢ NErkocTblo
KpyTUN UM npu nomoLum ogHon. Ctpernka nposena nyTHUKOB BAOMb pycna A0 rMafKkoro
nogbEma, No KOTOPOMY OHM B30Opanuck K psagam gepesbes. [popybuBLLMCh Yepes
MHOTOYUCIIEHHbIE KPMBbIE BETKN HOBOOOPETEHHBIM MEYOM, OHU BbILLIN HA OYEPELHYHO
Tpony. Yepe3 HECKOMbKO MUHYT Harno NPUCBOEHHbIV ABYPYYHMK CHOBa OXUBWSICS.

— [a BbIkUHb Tbl ero, — CTepHUTa 3axMmana yLim, ycTaB cnyLwartb OAWH U TOT Xe YNpék oT
BonwebHom xxenesakn. — Cenyac Ha 3TOT Op BeCb Nec coexunTcs.

— Ewwé yero, Tbl BMAENa kak oH MECTHYIO HEYMCTb pa3BonsoLwaeT? He Gpowly, —
MoBenuTenb OCTAHOBUIICS, BCKMHYN MeY Haz rofloBOM, @ 3aTeM TOPXKECTBEHHO MPOU3HEC: —
Hapekato Tebs HegoCTOMHBbIM 1 HUKaKNX BO3paXKeHUn, caM cebe MMeYKO Haknmkarn.

HepocTonHbIM 3amMonyarn, 1 CopuTb He cTarn, HaBepHoe, HaKoHeL, NMOHSAB, B YbM IPA3HbIE
py4oHKM yrogun. Hagsurancsa nos3gHui Bevep, CTepHUTa BKAOYMIA Marnyeckmii ooHapb U,
Lennsach 3a Wwunel, nepebpanack k [Nosenutento Ha He3aHAToe nneyo. KoHyc Tycknoro
3enéHoro cBeTa 0CBeTUN Aopory nepes HUMK. [10BONbHO CKOPO OHW BbILLSIM K ManeHbKon
3aBOAM C NEePEKMHYTbIM Yepe3 Heé BpeBeHYaTbiM MOCTOM. 3a MOCTOM BMAHENAachb
OKPY>KEHHasi OCTaHKaMu Barna gepeBeHbKa.

[epeBeHbka okasanacb coBceM HebonbLUas, U3 NONYyLKKUHBI U306 OTHOCUTENBHO LenbiMU
ocTaBanuch Tonbko ase. Oboras 3abpolleHHoe noceneHne no nepumertpy, lNoesenutens
3arnaHyn Nog Kaxayto KoUKy, CNIIHoHYN B MEPECOXLUNA KONogew, U YyTb HE pachtoLwus
KaKylo-TO 3apemaBLUyto LUMLINTY, KOTOPasi C AUKMM BU3roM pacTBOpUnachk B HE3aMeTHO
noakpasLlencsa Houn. B ogHon n3, kasanoch 6bl, Lenbix n3d o6Banunack Kpbiwa, a BMECTO
nona crosina cnnowHas Boga. K cyactbio BTopas n3ba 6oina 6onee-meHee LEnon, He



cymTas BbIGUTBLIX OKOH U 06LLero 6ecnopsiaka. MNponas B ropHULY, NyTHUKU HAaTKHYNUCh Ha
ocTaTkn Heobbl4HOro kocTpua. HeobblYHbIM BbINO TO, YTO U3 Ky4M CEPOWA 30rbl BbICUIICS
ewé ognH mMeu. MNoeenutenb paccMoTpern NoTeHUManbHoe AoNOoMHEHME K apceHarny U
ocTarncs HeJOBOJSEH: KIMTMHKOB Y Meya ObIno ABa, U OHU NepenseTanuck Mexay cobon,
[enas opyxue HerogHolM ans 6osi.

— TyT octaHoBMMCS, — pewmnn 3nogen. Ccaams ¢ cebs CTepHUTY, OH NPUHSNCSA
pasnamMbiBaTb Ha ApOBa CTapyto yTBapb.

Bokpyr cTosina npobupatoLias cbipoCTb, NO3TOMY Fropesi KOCTEP MI0X0, 3aTO AbIMUIT 3HATHO.
[bIM BbITArMBaNo Yyepes eAMHCTBEHHOE He 3abappukaanpoBaHHOE Nepes HoYeroM oOkHo.

— Tbl nneg cnyyaem ¢ cobon He 3axBaTun? — ¢ Hagexagon cnpocuna CtepHuTta, 350k0
noabupas noa cebs Horw.

Mosenutens npomonyan. brvkn OT KOCTpa TaHueBanu Ha ero gocrnexax, a 3a CrvuHom
BO3BblILLANach cTpallHag poratagd TeHb. Ctano HeytoTHO, CTepHUTa HUKaK He Morna
CBLIKHYTbCS1 C NpebbiBaHMEM HaeanHe CO 3rI0AEEM B HEMPUHYXXAEHHOW 0OCTaHOBKE, Korda
mexay cobor Ux HMYero He yaepxmeano. B Takme momeHTbl OT MNoBenuTens CnoBHO
oTnetana ero MacTepCcku HaurpaHHas gypoCTb, OCTaBrss BMECTO cebsi XONOAHbIN 1
6e3pas3nuyHbIN KO BCeMy APEBHUIN OXMBLUUIA OCTOB.

— TBapb, KOTOPYO Mbl MPUKOHYUIN. .. Tbl paHbLUe TakUX BCTpeYyan? — BHOBb HapyLuuna
TMwnHy CtepHuTa.

HenoBonbHO B300OXHYB, 31104eNn oTpuLaTeribHO NoMoTar rofioBon.

— A 3Haellb, 0TKyAa OHW MO NPUATU? — HEe YHUManacb YeNHOXKNUHL. 3acHyTb He
nosy4yanocb a HEOTPLIBHO M HE MUras NANUTBLCS B OFOHb OHA Gbina He Npuy4deHa.

— MoxeT 1 3Hato, TONbKO Thl BCE PABHO HE MOBEPULLIb.
[loBONbCTBYACH TEM, YTO CMOrfa 3aTsHyTb CnyTHUKa B 6eceny, CTepHuUTa yCMexXHynach:
— Monpobyn meHs y6eanTs.

— BoT npussasanack, — lNoBenuTtens nonpasui 4OLWEYKY, CMOM3LLYH U3 CITOXXEHHOW BOKPYT
Meda nupamugbl. — NoHM Ux co3ganm.

CTepHUTa HECKONbKO pa3 C 3a4epP>XKON MOPrHyna.
— Tbl cepb€3Ho?

lMepeceB 60KOM K KOCTPY, 3noAen 4ocTan us-3a nasyxu BETXyH TPANMLY U NPUHANCS
HauyMwaTb ne3Bue HepgocTomHoro.

— Hy, He B 0AMHOYKY, KOHEYHO, HAaBEPHSIKa anxMMKKN 1 BeOyHbl CO BCEW KOanuuumn CBOK
NenTy BHECNW, HO MHMLMATOpaMM TOYHO Oblnn 3KBECTPUILIb. TOMBKO MOHU CNOCOGHbBI MONTH
Ha ntoboe 6e3ymcTBO, YTOOLI caenatb Myp nyywe, — lNoBenuTens HeEHaZoNro 3amonyan. —



|_|pVI3HaTbCFI HYeCTHO, A X 3a 3TO AaXe HEMHOIO yBaXkato. To ecTb 3a paspylweHund, KOTopble
OHN nHorga HEHapOKOM TBOPAT.

— [loroamn, Ho... 3ayem?

— 3ateM, — lNMoBenuTenb oTopBancs OT NONMPOBKU. — YTo HaBepHsika 6OXEeCTBEHHbIE
cecTpbl Buaenu 3t daH’AHOHOBCKME MYNBTUKX A0 HAc U yBUOAEHHOE UM He MoHpasunock. C
YBEPEHHOCTbIO MOTY CKa3aTb, YTO OHO MX Ucnyrano. Tbl cama He 3aMeTurna, YTo C OKpauH
nepecTanu nesTb BCAKUE HEMOHATHbIE CTPaLLUIbI?

CtepHuTa Hanpsarna namaTb. [ocnegHu rpoOMKUIA Cnyyan ¢ HEKUM MpuULIEenbLEM
NPOM30LLEN NPOLLMbLIM FIETOM U KaK BCe OCTarnbHble NoaobHbIE emy, ObICTPO 3aTepsancs
cpeau CoOHMa cTaTeun O ABYXronoBbIX KOPOBax, BOPYHOLUUX HUXKHee Benbé rpemnmHax u
NPOYMX BblAYMaHHbIX NPEeANnPUAMYMBBLIMU ra3eTynkaMmm Hebbinuuax.

— 3HauunT, Tbl XO4€ELLb CKa3aTb, YTO XOPOLLME MapHU co3aanu 3TMX MOHCTPOB, YTOObI Te
Xparnu 4ykakoB? — ¢ COMHeHneM 3akntodmna CTepHuTa.

— Tbl 3ax0Tena y3HaTb MO& MHEHUE, 1 ero Bbickasarn, — orpbl3Hyrcs MosenuTens. —
Beputb nnu HeT, Aeno TBOE, MHe NreBartb.

— JlagHo, nagHo, — NpMMUMpUTENbHO ckasana CTepHuTa.

KOCTép TO 1 Aeno HOPOBUI 3aTyXHYTb, NPUXoAUIioCb I'IO,EI,6aD,pI/IBaTb ero marvemn un
HaCTpPYyraHHbIMU LLEeNKamMn.

— Cnatb BoobLe cobupaelbca? — HeoxunaaHHo cnpocun MNosenutens. — A 1e65 yTpom
AONro pacTankvMeaTtb He Oyay — He BCTaHellb, Tak U OCTaBrHo.

— MOKpO N XOnoaHo, — no)kanosaracb CTepHI/ITa.

— Tak npeBpaTUCb B TOr0, KOMY He CbIPO MU He XONoAHO, — noxJsionan ceds no wnemy
MoBenuTenb, kak Gbl HAMeKasi, YTO MOXOXKMI 3BYK U30ACT U rofioBa YeNHIKIUHTA.

— BonbLue cun noTpayy, Yem BOCCTaHOBMO, — OTBETUNA oHa. — Byab y MeHs nocTosiHHas
BO3MOXHOCTb NOANUTLIBATLCS N0OOBLIO, TO eLé Kyaa He Lo, a Tak — A0XIbl HOMEp.

— Kakune Bbl CroXHble, — C COMYBCTBMEM MPOU3HEC 30AEMN.
— He BceM xe bbITb NPOCTLIMU, Kak TpK BMTca, — A0BONbHO ockanunack CTepHuTa.

A notom 6e3 npeaynpexaeHns HaBanuncst COH 1 YEMHOPKITUHI, cama TOro He 3amMevas,
NOoXuna rofioBy Ha CroXeHHble nepen coboi NepeaHne Horm 1 MMPHO 3aconena.
MoBenuTenb nogoXxaarn, NoTOM BCTan 1 pa3BepHyn eé NuLOoM OT KOCTpa, Nocre Yero cen
o6paTHO, NonoXxun psaoM HegocToMHOrO 1 OCcTarncs Ha cTpaxe.



Ho Moeenutenb Obin 04eHb CTapbiM 3r104eeM, MO3TOMY AOBOMbHO ObICTPO NpUBaNUCcs K
XIUMKOW CTEHE, a U3 packpbIBLUENCS NafoHN Bbinan KoMnac, CTperika KoToporo
BpaLlarnacb, CIOBHO flonacTi BUHTOKPbINa 13 NONynsipHOro cepuana npo nocrarokanumrcuc.

*k%k

MpocHyncs MoBenuTenb OT Kpurka, ¢ ero 6oraTbiM NPOLUNbIM 3TO ObINO He BNEPBON, NO3TOMY
OH NPVBbLIYHO CXBATUIICS 32 OPYXXMe M BPOCUIICS K ero UCTOUHUKY. TO, YTO OH yBUAEN B
coceHel KOMHaTe, COrHamno ocTaTkv CHa.

B oanbHem yrny, npwxumas k cebe cymky, cuaeno 3HakoMoe Mo HeJaBHUM BOCMOMUHAHWUSIM
cosgaHue. Koxa y Hero 6bina rmagkas v nyuweHHas LWepCTSAHOro NokKpoBa, ¢ HeGOoNbLUON
ronoBbl 3a CNUHY Naganu AnvHHbIe pycbix Boroc. Ogexabl Ha co3aaHumn He ObIno 1 us-3a
OTCYTCTBUS LLEPCTU 3TO ObINO 0COGEHHO 3aMeTHO. [loBenuTenb onycTun opyxue, BCE eLulé
He NOHMMas, YTO NPOM3OLLSIO.

— Tbl B KOro npeBpaTunacb? — 3rnoAen NoYTU He COMHEBAIICS, YTO Nepes HAM UMEHHO
CTtepHuTa, HO coBceM ybupatb Med He cnewunn.

— A TbI?! — B3BU3rHyro CyLLECTBO B OTBET.
Tonbko cenyac oBenuTenb MOHSAM, YTO CTarno Kak-TO He No-XOpOoLUEMY ferko U NpoxsagHo.

Ewwé 6b1 He npoxnagHo — ronoMy-To! MoBenuTens CTOAN HarnWoM Nocpean KOMHaTbl, U3
CTapbIX BeLler C HUM ocTarncs nuwb HegoCTonHbIN, AaXe NPEeBEYHbIN poraThin Lem
nponan.

— Y10 NnpoucxognT? — cnpocun 3rogen u 3anosgano yanBunics TomMy, kaknum obpasom
Tenepb hopmumpyeT crioBa. Pyka noTsHynack K nuuy 1 Hawynana HebonbLuow poT, ewé
Oornee HebosbLLOW HOC, 3aTEM BCE OCTallbHOE.

— He 3Hato! — 3akpnyana CtepHuTa, egBa He cpbiBasiCb Ha danbueT. — Ecnn 310 CoH, To 4
XO4y NPOCHYTbCS!

C atummn crnoBamMm oHa cunbHO cebs ywmnHyna. Korten Ha eé HoBou nane He 6bino, 3ato
NMenncb TOHKNe 6enble HOrTu.

— CnoKonHO, — MonbITancs BbIPOBHATbL CUTYaLMIO 3no4en, Aa TONbKO Kakoe TyT
cnokorcteme. Cam xe nepebiM 1 He BbiTepnen: — Komnac!

lpomko Tonas, MoeenuTenb BEPHYICS B FOPHULLY U METHYICS K KOCTPULLLY, U3 KOTOPOro
BMECTO BMTOrO Meya Topyasn 0ObIKHOBEHHbIV NEPOYUHHBIN HOX. Crnerka npunopoLLIeHHbI
nensioM KoMmnac nexarn psioMm.

— XKueém, — lNoBenuTtenb nogxeatui KOpoboUKy 1 CBEPUSICA CO CTpernkon. Ta
KpacHopeumnBO yKasblBana Ha pacnaxHyTy OBepb.



Cobupasicb 4To-TO AocTathb, MoBenuTenb nones 3a nasyxy, HO TONbKO YMPKHYN cebsi No
ronov rpyan ApoxaluyMMmn OT BOSTHEHUS NanbuaMu.

— He nonsan.

— Marus He paboTaeT, — npuwealas B cedbs CtepHMTa BoLLMa CriegoMm, BCE eLué
NpUKpbIBasCb CyMKOW. — A e€ nepBbiM Aenom nonpoboBana, Koraa NoHsana 4To crana...
Takon.

— A yT0 ByTbINKa C MaHon? — cnpocun NosenuTens.

PaccTternye monHuio, CTepHuTa nokasana uenbivi cocyd. Ytobbl yaoctoBepuThCs
OKOHYaTEeNbHO, NEroHbKO BCTPSAXHYMA U BHYTPU yTeLUTENbHO BynbkHyno. K coxanenuio,
3axBayeHHbIM ¢ cobow Nnogam NoBesno Kyaa MeHbLUle — Ha NoM NocbiNanocb O4HO MHUMBE.

— Beperu eé, — npegynpeaun 3nogen. — Bo3aMoxHo, 3TO eAMHCTBEHHAsi Marusi B 3TOM
MUpE.

— Mel B 4yxom mupe? — yxacHynacb CtepHuTa.
— W B yyxux Tenax, — kusHyn NosenuTtens. — BOT CBOMOYb, HUMAE OT HEro HEe CKPOELLbCS.
— Ot Koro?

— OT Uc-okxasi, KOHEYHO xe! — €O 3M0CTbI NOrpo3un yrnoMsiHyToMy HegobpoxkenaTernto
MoBenuTtens. — Mano Ham ObIN10 04HOro BbICLLErO AEMOHA, Tak BTOPOW NOABA3ancs, OH Ha
Takux nogcraBax cobaky cbesn. Ckaxu, Tebe criyyaem He cHMnach nycTasd gopora, 4yepes
KOTOpYIO Thl NepexoauLlb, n Tebs ToT4ac cbuBaet rpysoas kapeTta?

— Hert... — okoHuyaTenbHo notepsinacb CtepHuTa.

— BoT 1 MHe He cHunacb, — HaxXmMypurca Mosenutens, bnaro Tenepb emMmy Ctarna OCTynHa
Takasd BO3SMOXHOCTb.

C OCTOPOXXHOCTbBIO BbIMMSAHYB Ha ynuuy, 3noaen oGHapy»ur, YTo OT AepPEBHN OcTanach
TONbKO Mx 1n3ba, ocTanbHbIX Kak 6bl 1 He GbINo BoBce. bernoro ocmoTpa XxBatuso, YToobl
oLeHUTb 06CcTaHOBKY 1 MoBenuTenb CNyCTUCA NO OCTaTkaM KpbifbLa, NPUBbIKast K TOMY,
YTO Tenepb YYBCTBYET KaXKAYH HEPOBHOCTb. YTPEHHUI 6op Obin ApYyrMM 1 COBCEM HE
BbIrMsiAEN TOW arpeccuBHom Yyalwobon, koen sensncs BeyHoomkun Jlec, HO pagocTu aTo
ocobo He gobasnsano.

MoBesno eLlg, YTo cTosANa No3aHAS BeCcHa, U MOXHO ObINo He 6osaTbCSA Xonoaa.

BbicTpo Hawwnv npoTtonTaHHyo TponuHKY. [NoBenutens nepegan CTblANNMBO
npukpbiBatoLwwenca CTepHUTe KOMMac, a caM MOLEN ¢3aau, Ha criydan BHe3anHoro
HanageHus, Bedb Opyxue ObINo TOMbKO Y HEro.

Hukakon oduymnansHon nHdopmMalmm o nogobHbIX NnonagaHusax He Obifo U OCTaBMEHHYHO el
MyCTOTY 3anofHSANM pacckasbl, B TOM Yucne 1 nevyaTHble. [MoBenuTens Yntan HekoTopble U3



HWX, HO BCE OHM ObINun Kak OAMH: 0ObIYHbIV AECATHUK, aKONUT-HEA0YYKa UIN eLLE KaKown
MaroBaXkHbI NEPCOHaX TeM UM MHBbIM 06pa3om nonagatoT B APYron Mup, rae u
HaAYMHAKTCS UX MPUKMOYEHUS. [eposiM No KaKoOW-TO NPUYMHE HaYMHAET CUINbHO BE3TU: BCE
NX CKyOHble 3HAHWUS M ONbIT OKa3bIBAKOTCA K MECTY U HE BUCAT MEPTBbLIM rPy30M, MO3TOMY
O4YeHb CKOPO OHM BbIOMBAOT cpean MeCTHbIX abopUreHoB BbICOKME OOIMKHOCTU, KO AoMa
No3BoNINTb cebe He Mornu, 003aBOAATCA MHOXXECTBOM MOMe3HbIX 3HaKOMCTB, nobexKaaroT
BCEX CBOMX BParoB W, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, CracatoT BCE CyLlee U NbioLLee.

N He cMOTpsi Ha BUAUMYIO TNYNOCTb, B MUHYTbI 0c060 HECTEPNMMOro oTyasiHus [Nosenutens
cnewHo cobuparncs B noxod Ha BewHoamkuii Jlec, oxuaas ctatb BENUKUM TUPaAHOM TaM, rae
HeT BOXXEeCTBEHHbIX aNIMKOPHOB, CTOSILLUX 32 HUMU apMUIA U MHOTUX OPYrMX HENPEOAONMMbIX
NpensaTCTBMIN K MMPOBOMY rocnoacTBy. Te nopbiBbl Obini MUMOMETHBI U 3aKaH4YMBaNuUCh Ha
OOHOM ¥ TOM e BblBoAe, KoTopbliv [MoBenuTens genan ans cebs cam:

“Ecnu Tbl He MOXeLLb CNPaBUTLCS B CBOEM MUPE, KOMY Thl HYXXEH B YYXXOM?” — XeCToKoe
pasbuBaHne COBCTBEHHbIX HAgexa AencTeoBano 6e30TKa3Ho, 1 MOHYPbIV 3104en OTKPbIBar
3anepTbln BO BCe OCTarnbHble AHW 3an Ans ayaneHuni, caguncsa Ha cBor 6a3ansToBblv TPOH,
XBarasncs 3a LUnemM 1 Ha4ymHan oT4asHHO opaTtb, NMoKa eMy He CTaHOBUIOCh Nnerye. Jlerve,
Kak npaBuro, CTaHOBUIOCH He Bcerga.

W TyT, cnegyst obLen3BecTHOM MygpoCcTu, YTO HasbiBaeTcs “coblnack meyTta ngmora”. B
APYror MMp OH nonars, HO MOKOPSITb €ro MOXHO pa3Be YTO CBOEN ronomn 3agHuULEN.

Eweé v sta oTBnekaer...

— Tbl MHe cenvac BTOPYHO AbIPKY HUXKE CMMHbI CBOMM B3rMSIAOM MPOXOKELLb, —
paccepXeHHO NpuKpukHyna CTepHWUTa, Ha 3anHyBLUErOCa B O4EepeHOM pas nonyTynka. —
Mo cTtopoHam cmoTpu!

— He nbctn cebe, — ¢ HaurpaHHbiM 6e3pasnuynem oteeTun Noeenutenes, a 4Tobbl ero
CrnoXxHee BbINo yNUYMUTbL BO JIKK, CPyOMN Ha XO4y BEPXYLLKY LIBETYLLEro KycTa U NPUKPbIN e
XUBYLLMIA CBOEWN XN3HbBIO Nax.

To 1 geno no kpasiM TPOMKWM BCTPEYarncs pasnunyHbli PyKOTBOPHBIN MYCOpP, @ 3HaYWT,
nobnmsocTu JomkHa bbina obITh UmMBUNU3aumsa. OctaBanock TONbKO ragaTth, YTO OHa U3
cebsi npeacrtaenset. [lonro ragatb He NPULLIOCH: NYTHWKU BbILLN K LLMPOKON Tpace,
BAArneke Haj KpoHaMu JepeBbeB BUOAHENNCH NPSIMOYTONbHUKM BbICOTHBIX 3A4aHUi. Bbicoko B
Hebe 3a3Byyan packatucTbii pés, CTepHuTa 1 [oBenuTenb BCKMHYNW FONOBLI U YBUAENM
GonbLUYIO CTPAHHYIO NTULY. Y 3TOW NTULLbI HE BbINO HW NEPLEB, HU Yellyn, a CHabXeHHble
ABUraTensamm Kpbinbst 3amepnu B O4HOM NOMOXEHUW.

“bombep”, — npoHecnack cTpalHas mMbicib Y CTEPHUTBI U OHA MOCMNELLHO HbIpHYMa B
pacTywune 3a oT6oMHMKOM KyCTbl. [oBenuTens NpUcoeanHUnca Y4yTb noaxe. Nepsbie
HECKONbKO KapeT OHM NPONyCTUNN, BHUMATENbHO paccmaTpusas HeobblYHO rmagkue
Kopnyca v gensice Mmexay cobon snevatneHmamu. Co3gaHus, KOTopble CUAENN BHYTPU HUX
ObINM CXOXW C TEMU, B KOTOPbIX NPEBPATUNNCL OBOE M3 fleca, 3HAYUT, MOXHO ObINIo cMeno
BbIXOAUTb. BOT TOnNbko ecnu 6bl 0OOHUM 3TUM OrpaHMYMBanmUCcbL Npodnemsl.



— YT0-TO MHE nopackasbIBaEeT, YTO 6e3 oaexabl Nydlle HUKOMY He NOoKasbliBaTbCs, —
CTepHuTa 3agyMymnBO XeBana ctebenék 1 nornsiabiBana CKBo3b 3a30pbl B OTOOMHMKE.

— A Tbl TOYHO HaKONAOBaTb HE CMOXeELLUb? — C HageXaon Cnpocun 3rnoaen, oTBelLnBas
WwenbaH Nno-xo3sIMCKM pacceBLUEMYCS Ha MNreve komapy. — XOTb Ha BpeMsi.

— A Hukorga Hnyero nogobHoro He TBopuna, TeM bonee 6e3 pora.

— Torga ckaxem, YTo Hac orpabunu... — HeyBepeHHO Ha4an MoBenuTenb U NPUKYCUn A3bIK,
normMaB Ha cebe HacMeLUNMBbIA B3rMs.

— 3710 TEbs-TO Orpabunn? — XoXOoTHyNa oHa.

MycTb 3nogewn n noTepsn CBOW BEMNUKOMNENHbIE OCNEXUN, YMEHbLUUICA OH OT 3TOro He
cunbHo. [laxe 3ameTHO BbipocLuas CTepHuTa B CBOEM HbIHELLHEM 00NMKe efBa gocTaBana
eMy [0 KN4, a B TONCThIX, Kak OpEBHA pykax Ha BUA Obino OCTAaTOYHO CUIbl, YTOObI
pas3opBaTh LeNbHbIN JINCT Xenesa.

— Ho He newwkom xe ngtn, — lNoBenutens NOTEP rPA3HY0 CTYMHIO, a 3aTeM cTan
BblGupatbcs K gopore. — YTo-HMOyAb Ha xogy npuaymato.

— Meuy-10 octaBb, — npegynpeavna CtepHuTta. — A To camoro 3a pasboriHuka npumyT. C
TaKOM-TO POXEN...

3nopaen nomancs, HO BCE-Taku ocTaBun HeagocTtorHoro Henoganéky, 4Tobbl B criyqae yero
MOXHO ObIfio 6bICTPO ero cxBaTuTb. KapeTbl Ha 3TOM OTpe3ke Tpackl Obinv PpeaKoCTbio, Aa U
Te NnpubaBnsnu xogy npu Buae 0bHaXEHHOro AByXMETPOBOro ambarna, ronocyoLero Ha
0604nHe. Tornbko 0gHO TPaAHCMOPTHOE CPEeACTBO OCTAHOBUITOCH HEMOAAMEKY N N3 Er0 OKHA
BbICYHYIIOCb MOMOAOE Ha BMA CYLLECTBO, KOTOPOE rPOMKO CMESICb, HanpaBuIo Ha 3noaes
Kakon-TO MUHUATIOPHbIN NPsIMOYrosibHUK. [loragasLluncek, YTo 310 Takoe, [loBenuTesnb
BblTalwmn HegocTonHoro, 1 npexae YeM kapeta 4OCTaTOYHO pasorHanach, ycnen pasoutb
TOM 3a4HIo0 hapy, CTEKNO U CpybUTb TENECKOMMYECKYD aHTEHKY COOKY OT Bara)KHuKa.

— Ywén, rag, — npoBopyan Noeenutens, Bo3BpalLascb obpatHo. — NoBesno emy, 4yto 6e3
canor oco6o He noberaeLub.

— Kakwue ewé byayT ngen? — caepxmBasicb OT cmexa, cnpocuna CtepHuTa.
MoBenuTenb rpPO3HO Ha HEE NOCMOTpPEN.

— Tenepb TBOSI 04epeab.

— B cmbicne?!

— B kopoTkoM kopoMbicne! — psaBkHyn 3rnogent n CTepHUTa HEBOSBHO 3aXXMypuniacb. —
Wan n nonmanm Ham kapeTy, Tebs TOUHO BoATbCA HEYEro, KOXa Aa KOCTH.



3akpblBadcb cyMkon, CTepHUTa BbilNa Tyda Xe, rae TONbKOo YTO UCMbIThiBan ygady
[NoBenuTernb.

— KOpOMbICJ’IO Yy TEOA N npaena KOpoTKoe, — MCTUTESIbHO npoLluunesrna oHa n ornsaHynach,
onacascCb, 4YTO caenana 310 CIIMLWKOM rpOMKO.

MepBoK kapeTbl NPULLNOCH XaAaTb YyTb NN HE Yac, 3aTo OHa cpa3y ocTaHoBunack. CTepHUTa
noTépnia CTonow MKPY M NoAoLLna K packpbliBluelicst asepu. Cuasiee Ha BOAUTENbCKOM
MeCTe CyLLECTBO GblfO MOSMHbLIM, HEMHOXEYKO NbSIHEHBLKUM U OT TOro HaBecene. Kak
CTtepHuTa 1 onacanacb, BOAUTENb FOBOPUI Ha HE3HAKOMOM S13blKe, HO Aaxe 6e3 3HaHuS
OHOrO MO pa3sHbiM 3aBMeKatoLLMM XecTaMm MOXHO ObINo AoragatbCsi, YTO 3a NOE3/KY OH
paccunTbiBan NnonyyYnTb JOCTONHYO Harpady, MOXET AaXKe Heckomnbko pa3 noapsa. MNpaeaa,
BOCXULLEHME C €ro NnnLa CNeTeno Tak e ObICTPo, Kak nepen KapeTol BbIMpbIrHy
MoBenuTenb ¢ Me4oM Hanepesec. He cHO, kakol U3 NOAHATLIX KITMHKOB Hamyran BoauTens
Gonblue, HO OH NOCMELLHO BbICKOYMI Yepes ABepb Ha CBOEW CTOPOHE M NPUMYCTUI NPOoYb C
TaKoW 3aBUOHOWN AN CBOEro Beca CKOPOCTbHO, YTO Y MYTHUKOB HEBOMBHO 3apOAMIICSt BONPOC
0 HellenecoobpasHbIX TpaTax MECTHbIX.

lMoeenuTenb cen Ha BOAMTENbCKOE MECTO M MOYyBCTBOBAN cebs B KabMHe MalLVHblI BPEMEHM
13 HeJaBHO OTCMOTPEHHOrO Kraccudeckoro munbma. NMpnbopHasa naHernb TONbKo Ha NepBbi
B3NS4 Kasanacb 3HaKOMOW, Ha gene y Heé€ Oblfo MHOXECTBO AOMOSTHUTENbHLIX LKA 1
[aTyMKOoB, KOTOPbIX B KapeTe [NoBenutens (4a 1 BO BCEX OCTarlbHbIX) He nMmenock. K
cyacTbio cOexaBLUMN BOAUTENb BAOMbLIXax HE 3arfnyLmnn MOTop, a neganu ¢ pyném
oKasanucb TEMU e, YTO 1 Obinn B DkBecTpun. M3 3aMka 3axkuraHmst Topdana cesiska
KIHOYEN, N OAMH N3 HUX NOAOLLEN K BarakHMKyY, B KOTOPOM MOMUMO PhbIOONOBHbIX CHACTEN
HaLLEncsa oTAeNbHO NeXallni NakeT, C KaKoW-HUKaKOW OeXXOHKOMN.

— MNocmoTpun, obyBm Tam HeET? — [NoBenuTeNb Ha XoQy HaTArMBan TEnsble NPOCTOPHbIE
LUTaHbl, OKa3aBLuMecs cnuwkom Gonbwmnmn. Kpome HMxX Ha Hero 6onee-meHee Hanesana
TonbKo 6exeBast yTOOMKa, HO Kak TONIbKO OH €€ pa3BepHys, cnaboe cMepTHOE cepaue
€KHYro OT cTpaxa.

CTepHuUTa OT HEOXMAHHOCTU BbIPOHMIA PE3MHOBEIN canor, NOTOMY YTO Ha dyToonke Gbina
n3obpaxkeHa HUKTO MHas, kak cama Cenectusi. PUcyHok Gbin npocToBaT 1 NECTPUI APKUMU
Kpackamu, HO cryTaTb GENOCHEXHOro anukopHa He nonyyanocb HK ¢ keMm. MpuHuecca
cMoTperna Ha 3rnoaees AoOPbIMK U MOHMMAOLWMUMK Ma3amMu.

— Hurge ot 1ebsa cnaceHus HeT, — obpeyéHHo npobopmoTan MNosenuTens.
— Heyxenu cunbl cBeTa 1 goctoga obpanucb? — 03ByYnna cTpallHyto goragky CtepHura.

MoBenuTenb NOCTOsM, NOCTOSAN, @ MOTOM BCE e PELUUICS U HaTAHYN o4eXay CO CBOUM
NnYHbIM BparoM. Kakas pasHuLla, CbecT OHa ero YTo nu?

— He gymato, TyT 4TO-TO UHOE.

Canoru lNoeenuTtento okasanucb 6e3HagéEXHO Masnbl, OrPOMHYHO NnaLl-nanaTky OH oTaan
CtepHuTte, notomy 4to 6onblle ogeBaTb 6bino Hevero. Tak n noexanu: 6ocon



ABYXMETPOBbIN Byran B cnonsaroLmx WwraHax u obtarneatoLLern yTborke 1 3akyTaBLuascs
B 6e3pa3mepHbIi Nnawy, AesyLuka, obyTas B pe3avHoBble canorn. M yem 6onblue oHu
npoeaxanu, Tem 6onbLue AMBUNNCL TOMY, HACKOIbKO 3TOT NIULLEHHBIA Marmm Mup NoxXoX Ha
OKBECTpUIO.

TouyHee ckasaTb, bonblue yauensnace CTepHuTa, B OTNMYMe OT CBOEro MHOroe
nosugasLuero nonyTtymka. Y lNosenuTtens Bceraa MMeNUCb NOAO3PEHUS KacaTerbHO
CKa4ykoobpa3HOro TEXHONOIMYECKOro Nporpecca B CTpaHe NoHM U cenvac OHU IBCTBEHHO
noareepxganuce. NonykpumMmnHaneHas rpynnuMpoBKa Tak Ha3blBaeMbIX “CTankepoB”, ogHa u3
nocneaHnx JOXMBLUMX OO0 HbIHELWHMX AHEN, pa3 B HECKOMBbKO MECSALEB, a TO U NET, TalHO
cobupana KpynHyt akcneguumio B BeuHogukun Jlec, n3 koTopon Bo3BpaLlanmcb 04eHb
HeMHorue. 1o cyacTnMBOMY COBNageHUIo Yepes HEKOTOPOE BPEMS reHMarnbHble
3KBECTPUINCKMNE YYEHBIE COBEpPLLANM O4epedHON NpopbiB B 06nacTu, 0 KOTOPOW 40 3Ton
nopbl MOMN HE UMETb HUKAKOro npeactasneHus. KoHeYHo, No Tou e caMom Cry4YamHOCTM
cTankepoB [0 CMX Mop He nepenosBunu. Xots cam NosenuTens Npe3puTenbHO HadbiBar nUx
MapoaépamMu, MHOrAa MU ero 3aHOCUITO Ha UX CEKPETHbIV Basap, MMEHHO TaM OH HeJjaBHO
NPUKYNUIT PYYHON rpaHaToOMET, Korga peLunncst Ha ceon bespaccygHbi noxod. Betpevanoch
Tam 1 eLL€ MHOro Yero Nosie3HOro U MHTEPECHOIO, HO C TAKUMMU HaLEHKaMM MOXHO ObIno
camomy 6pocuTbCs B NAacTb HEMPeACcKa3yemMon aHoOManumn n BeIHECTU BCE, 4To Tebe
CUYNTanNOoCh HYXXHbIM. MINn CrnHYTb, NbITAACh... 3TO-TO B OCHOBHOM W1 OCTaHaBnuBarno.

— Moxer, gpyryto ogexay noviieM? — BbipBana v3 pasmbiluneHuin CtepHuTa.

MoBenuTtenb nonpasui WTaHbl U cornacucs. PaCTﬂHyTaﬂ Ha LlJVIpOKOI7I royon Cenectus
Obina 4YyeMy-TO yauBIieHa. OueHb CKOpPO OHM BbexXasnu B ropoa U ctanun KonecuTb Nno ero
yIno4Kam, Nnoka He Hallumnm Hy)KHbIIZ Maras3unH Cc pa3ogeTbiMn MaHEKEHAMM 3a BVITpI/IHOI7I. Ha
BXO[€e MX MOonbITancs OCTaHOBUTb OOETbIN B LMBUIbHbBIA KOCTIOM OXpPaHHUK, HO MosenuTtenb
3arHan ero B I'IOD,CO6Ky OAHMM CBOUM CYpOBbIM B3MAL4OM. B marasnHe ctano nycTo —
HEMHOMOYMCIIEHHbIE KINEHTbI NOCMNELUHO BbILWN NO CTEeHOoYKe. 13-3a npunaBka ncnyraHHo
BbliMmMdAbiBann Ase MoJiogeHbKME npoaasLlnUbl.

MoBenuTenb, NoaaepkvuBasi cnagatoLime WTaHbl, MoOAOLLEN K HUM W, rnyno ynblbasch (MHave
He yMen), NPUHSNCA 0ObSACHATb, YTO EMY HYXXHO, AN BEPHOCTU Thikasi cebs nanbuem B
pasHble YacTu Tena. Pewwms, 4To rpabutb Nx He cobupatoTcsl, AEBYLLUKN BbILLIN U
HeyBepeHHO ynblGHyNMcb B oTBeT. OfgHa YTo-To cnpocuna, Ho [MNoBenutenb HUYero He
noHsin. Cnpocunu cHoBa, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 3MoAel Koe-Kak pasnuynmn ogHO 3HaKOMOe CIOBO.

— Kno3sec, knosec! — akTMBHO 3aKmBan OH, nogpakasd CMeLHOMY aKUEeHTY.

YceBLUMCh Ha BbICOKUI nydouk, MNMosenutens goxagancs, korga eMy npuHecyT Bcé
HeobxoonMoe 1 NpUHANCA nepeoaeBaTbCca. Ha cMeHy pacTaHyTbIM LWTaHaM NPULLAN CUHWE
xfionyarble Optoku, Nérkne n ygobHble, HO C NoMXMMatoLen MOTHEN. Pybaluky oH Bbibpan
NPVBbIYHOTO Ansi cebs YEPHOro LBETA, a CBOK CTapylo C NPUHLIECCOW pa3opBar NpsiMo Ha
rpyauv, BOrHaB TeM CambiM CTOSILLYIO PSAO0OM NPOgaBLLMLY B Kpacky. A BOT C 00yBbto
BO3HMKNM NpobneMbl: Ha nacTbl [NoBenuTensa HAYero n3 NPUHECEHHOrO He Harnesaro,
NPULLSIOCH eLLé HEMHOMO nogoxaaTtb. [pogasLumua BepHynacb ¢ KOpobKON, N3 KOTOPOK



JocTtana aBa cetyatbix balimaka. lNosenutens nomMepun n yoosneTBOpUTEribHO KUBHYIT —
HOra BHOBb OLLYyTWITa NPUBbIYHYO CKOBAHHOCTb.

— MNonaért, — ckasan 3rnoaen 1 oTNpPaBuUIICa UCKaTb CBOK NOOENbHULLY.

[onro xoguTb He Npuwnock n CTepHUTa Halufachb B NPpMMeEpPOYHOn. becuepeMoHHO
OTOEPHYB LUTOPKY W1 NOMYYMB 3aCNyXXEHHYIO NOLLEYMHY, CMYLLIEHHbIN 3r104ern oToLllen K
NPOTUBONIIOXHOW CTeHe. HeMHOro norogsa mexay LUTOpPoK NpocyHynack ronosa CTepHUTHI.

— [ne sTM? — nonto6onbITCTBOBAaNa oHa, OrnsabIBasiCh.
Moeenutenb noxan nnedamu. CTepHUTa onycTuna rnasa.
— 3T0... He NnoMoXxeLlb?

— N yem xe?

Mopa3suTenbHo, kak CTepHUTA He NoTepsinia Co3HaHMe OT KONMYeCcTBa NPUNMBLLEN K ULy
KPOBW.

— [pocTo nogonaun, nagHo?

Bopya ouepenHoe ockopbuTernbHoe 3aMmevaHne B CTOPOHY BCErO XXEHCKOro poaa,
MNMoBenuTtenb HexoTst nocnyLwancs. B y3kon kabuHke Buceno 6onbLioe pocToBoe 3epkano, HO
ero 3aropaxusana crosas cnnHon CtepHuTa, KOTopas yxe ycnena Hagetb obTarnsaroLmne
6ptokn. OHa nogaepxunBana cBow AnNvHHbIE BONOChI 06erMy pykamu, Ha HEMHOTO
NcnavykaHHOW CrNHEe He CMbIKanucb 3aCTEXKM KOPOTKOro KopceTa.

— 3acTerHu, — noyTu 66338y‘-IHO nonpocuna oHa.

NHTepecHoe geno, 6yagyym 4yTb NpukpbiTon, CTepHuTa Bbirmsaena 6onee romnom, 4em
paHbLUe, BoobLLe 6e3 ogexabl.

— Yero 3acTbin? — HanomMmHuna o cedbe noaenbHULA.

— Mopgoxan, — MoBenuTenb BCTPSIXHYN pykaMu, copacbiBasi HEMOHSATHO OTKy/[a B3SIBLUYHOCS
APOXb.

C 3aCTEXKOMN NPULLIOCh NOBO3UTLCS, PYKU Y 3riodest Obinv KpynHble, HENPUBbLIYHbLIE K TOHKOWM
paboTe, XOPOLLO KOTTUCTbIX NEpPYaToK Ha HMX GorbLue He nMenock. Ho ¢ ropem nononam
cnpasuricsi.

— Bbnarogapto, a Tenepb BeiMeTancst! — ckasana CTepHUTa 1 BbITONKana 3amMmepLuero B
HepeLnNTErNbHOCTM 3rodes.

Yxe cTosi cHapyxu MoBenuTens NoOYyBCTBOBAr, YTO CTano Kak-To XapKoBaTo.

— A BCcé, — ycnbiwan oH 1 06epHyncs.



Bepx CTepHuThI 3aKkpbiBana kpemoBas 6rnys3ka ¢ Bbipe3om. bnyska okasanacb KopoTkoBaTta U
OCTaBrsifna Hanokas HWXHIOK YacTb xuBoTa. ObyTta CtepHuTa Obina B XNuUMk1Me Ha Bug
LWNénaHubl, He [aBaBLUMX HY 3aLUNTbI, HX Kakux b0 eLwé BUAMMbIX NPENMYLLECTB, KpOME
npasgHoro yaoobcTtea. B obyBn oHa onpeaenéHHo He pasbupanacs.

— Y10 cKaxelwb? — cnpocuna oHa 1 3akpyTunacb Ha mecte. — Hurge Hu4ero He
BbINMpaeT?

“‘Ewé kak Bbinvpaet!” — nogyman 3nogewn, a u 6e3 Toro TecHas MOTHsI COBCEM cTana
0aBUTb.

— HopmanbHo, He Ha NOMUHKM coBpanncb, — cKasarn OH, POsiCb B NepeaHeM KapMaHe. —
Mownu Ha kaccy.

Ha kacce nx YXKe oXunaanu npogasLwmubl, nnua UX BblpaXxali B3BOJTHOBAHHOCTb U MOHATHOE
COMHEHMe.

— ,D,eHbFI/I, — BCI1yX BCMMOMHUI MoBenutenb n XnonHyn cebsi no J'I6y

KoHe4HO, MOXHO 6bIrno 6bl CNYCTUTLCA K KAapeTe 1 Nony4ylle obbicKaTb KaXablv ALnYek Ha
COAEPXKUMOE MECTHOWN BanioThl, a B Cly4yae eé OTCyTCTBUSA 3axBaTUTb HedOCTONHOMO 1 Npu
MOMOLLM HErO MSArKO HaMEKHYTb Ha BblAady KpeauTa C HyrnesbiM B3HOCOM. [MoBenuTtens, Kak
pa3 cobupascb NOCTyNUTb MMEHHO Tak, 3agepxarncs, korga CtepHuTa ctana pbiTbCs B
3axBadeHHOM ¢ cobom cyMKe. BbINOXUB HNYETO HE CTOSILLYHO MENOYEBKY, OHa Hawna
€OUHCTBEHHbIV BMTC, OCTaBLUMINCA NOCE MNOKYMNKM MOPOXEHHOIO, U C BUHOBATbIM BUAOM
NPOTSAHYyNa ero NpoAasLumLam.

— Cpauvn He Hafo, — ycmexHyncs MosenuTens.

Ho Bonpeky BCeEM MbICIMMbIM U HEMBICITMMbBIM OXWAAHUAM OEBYLLKN CXBATUM MOHETKY U
cTanu c Heeepuem eé pasmsagpiBatb. O4eHb CKOPO TONKOTHSA Nepepocra B Crop v ogHa u3
npoaasLUML, BbipBana MOHETKY Y CBO€El ToOBapku 1 nonpobosana eé Ha 3y6. bnaropoaHbin
mMeTann okasancs kpenye. C 3aBbiBaHNEM OEBYLLKA CKpPbINacb 3a O4HON U3 ABEpen,
B3BOJIHOBaHHasA nogpyra 3abexana cnegom 3a Hew.

— OHu 4TO, 30n0Ta HMKOraa He Buaenn? — yameunacb CTepHuTa, BMecTe Co CBOMMM
BeLLaMu npmxeaTtbiBasd 3abbITyI0 pacyécky.

lMoBenuTenb Nocnewwunn Ha BbIXoA.

— Jlyywe nongém, a To cenyac onoMHATCS, HANQYT HeA4OCTa4y, MOTOM AOKa3biBa MECTHOM
CTpaXe, YTO Tbl HE OCEn.

— A Begb B JKBECTPUM Ha ITOT BUTC cenvac aaxke NonoBuMHKY S6roka He BO3bMELLb.

— PaHbLue uenoe MoXHO ObIno KYMNMTb, — CKasaall MoBenutenb n nomMpadHen ot
HaXJ'IbIHyBLIJe17| HOCTanbrnn.



KapeTta BcE€ 310 Bpemsi Obina 3aBe4EHHOM, C OQHOW CTOPOHbI €€ CneaoBasno 3arfylwmuTb,
MOCKOMbKy Tonnmea B Gake npu nocneaHeM ocMoTpe Obina COBCEM HEMHOIO, HO C ApYyrom
Morna BbINTY rrynas cuTyauus, Koraa npuwinock 6bl 6pocatb NonesHbl TpaHCnopT
OaHanbHO 13-3a HEBO3MOXHOCTW €r0 3aBECTH.

MMWHOBaB HECKOSbKO YNULL, OHM BbleXarnu Ha LUMPOKWUIA NMPOCMEKT U C HEero nonanu Ha
nnowaab. Kapeta npegynpeavTenbHO 3anuiana v npexae YeM OHa OKOHYaTeNbHO
ocTaHoBunachb, MoeenuTtenb ycnen HanTh cBOGOAHOE MECTO ANt NAapKOBKMU.

Ha nnowaan npoxoguno rynsiHie: Tonnbl CywecTs, 60MbLMX 1 ManeHbKNX, KpacuBbIX N He
OuYeHb, CNIMBanNMCb B OAHY TONMy, KoTopast Oypnuna, nokynana, pyranacb, B obuiem,
3aHMManacb TeM, YeM BO BpeMS NpasgHuka 3aHnmaTtbes 1 nonoxeHo. Ha Moeenutens
nornagbiBany co CMechbto NobonbITCTBA U oNaceHus!, nyckam oH U HEC HegocTonHoro
3aBEPHYTLIN B nnawl-nanatky; Ha CTepHUTy Toxe obopaymBanuch, npaeaa, B OCHOBHOM
0ocobu My>ckoro nona.

MockonbKy MX NyTb Nponeran Yepe3 MecTo npasgHuka, NyTHUKM PeLUMTUCE NPOUTUCH MO
nnowaan. Ha Toproebix psigax He 6bINo HUYEro CTOSILLErO, OObIYHbIN CyBEHUPHbIN XaMm:
KpacHble doriaxku, nonocaTtble NEHTbI, NO30N04YEHHbIE Meaarnv, BCeBO3MOXHas Tapa C
N300paXKEHHLIMW Ha HeW 3arafo4HbIMM 60EeBbIMM MaLLMHAMMU. .. AaXe Halunack 3Hakomasi Ha
BMA Kacka, BUCALLASA Ha OTAENbHOM KPHOYKE.

— He cnpawwuBan, — lNosenutenb o6opBan roToByto packpbiTb pOT CTEPHUTY.

Pagbl ¢ Meno4YéBKkor CMEHUNUCE NanaTkamu U napbkamu, lNoeenuTens NOMopLLUICS,
XBaTasiCb 3a ypyaluii XXMBoT. B OkBecTpumn eMy nutatbes Obino Hesadem, TyT e paboTtanu
Apyrve npasuna.

— Y 1eba aeHer He ocTanocb? — cnpocun oHy CTepHVITbI, KOTOpaA XaaHOo BAbIXara
BUTaKLMe B BO3ayXe apomMarhbl.

— Ha Hyne, — oTtBeTuna oHa. — Y 1e61a?
— AHanornyHo. Hago 6b1no nepes yxogom ny4ile oCMOTPETb Kapery.
OHu oTOLNN B CTOPOHKY, Y4TOObI HE MeLlaTb ApYrMM, a 3a04HO He BUOETb NOKynaemyto eay.

— Y10 ecnu Mbl NPOCTO NONPOCKMM? — 3aayMunBo npobopmoTtana CtepHuTta. — A nmero B
BMAY Ha nanbLax Begb MOXHO.

B oboux cMbicnax aToro cnosa NoBenuTtenb B3rfsiHyN Ha HEE CBbICOKA.
— Cama nosopbcsl.

— 3Haelwb, a BOT 0no3optoch, — CTepHUTa BCTPSAXHYNA CBOMMMU YXXe pacvECaHHbIMK
BOSIOCaMu 1 NoLuna K cTosawemy noogasnb ypProHYmKy.



— He 3abyagpb ckasaTb cnacmbo, — HacmelwwnmBo 6pocun e Beneq MNoesenutens. — Toxe
MHe, KaHAMAaTKa B 31I00eNKW. ..

OH npucnoHnn HegoCcTOMHOTO K KONOHHE APEBHErO Ha BUA 30aHUSt U OBNOKOTUICS PSAOM,
COXMB Ha Mory4en rpyam pyku. CTepHuTa BepHynachk 6bICTpO U, K 3aBUCTY 3roaesi, He
ofHa.

— nagw, 4To y MeHs ecTb, — NobegoHOCHO ynblbanack oHa, NokasbiBasi HaAKyCaHHbIN
nupoxok. — Ox, obbeaeHme.

— Hapetock, 9To CTOUIO TBOEW YeCTU, — OrpbI3Hyrica NoBenutens, YyTb He AaBsChb
CITHOHON.

CTepHuTa nokasana maneHbk1in HepacnevaTaHHbI KOHBEPTUK

— Y MeHs1 eCTb BTOPOW, — OHa nogoLuna énuxe, 1 3nogen yrnoBun oT4ETAMBLIA 3anax
apeHown kanycTbl. — Tbl Begb He bygewb?

— Hy... — 3akonebancs oH.
— 3HauuT, He byaellb, — HaUrpaHHO B340OXHyNa oHa. — Hy, HM4ero, otaam nNTuyKam.

— O6ongyTtcs! — BbIKPUMKHYN He BblaepXaBLwnii MNoBenuTenb, CXBaTWU NPOTSHYThIN
KOHBEPTUK 1 CTan ero passopaynsaThb.

— Tbl YTO-TO CKkazan? — CTepHUTa NPUMNOXUIa K yXy NafoHb 1 BCTarna Ha LbINOYKU.
— Yero? — lNoeenuTenb 3amep ¢ HELOHECEHHBIM 4O pTa MUPOXKOM.
— Tbl TOYHO YTO-TO CKa3an, — Haxmypunacb CtepHuta. — Unu 3abbin?

BoiBwnm Brnagbika TeMbl M O4MH U3 CEMU BOEHaYarnbHUKOB Pasgopa ctosn cTtonbom u He
3Han, 4Yto emy genatb. [loctaBuTb Obl 3Ty NUranuuy Ha MecTo, HO BeAb B CreayoLmi pas
OHa CMOXET 1 He MOMOYb, a CUTyaLun pasHble ObiBatoT. [loBennTenb O4eHb TUXO YTO-TO
cKasan u TyT e npokawnsncs, 6yaTo NpoTUBHOE CIIOBO KPOXOTHLIMU KOFrOTKaMu pasgupano
FNOTKY.

— XM? — CTepHUTa CHOBa BCTarna Ha Ublnovkn. — He crbllwHoO.

Cpenu cTpaganb4eckoro nssraHbst 3ybamuy npocodmnach NoYTU HepasnuymmMas
GnarogapHoOCTb.

— TonbKO CKaXu KoMy — LLet0 CBEpHY, — Hanocneaok 3asseun MosenuTens.

CTtepHuTa yxMmbinibHYynachb U Morn4a crana goegatb CBOK YacTb Ao6biun. XnebobynoyHbie
n3gennsa okasanmcb BKYCHbIMUW, HO CIIMLLIKOM MarieHbKMMWU U TONbKO pacTpaBuim My3o.
BTopowt pas uatn yHuxkatbca lNosenutens He NO3BOMMB U, B3AB CTEpPHUTY nof NOKOTb,
noBén eé 3a cobon. Ta cHayana npoboeana ocBOOOANTLCS, HO OYEHb CKOPO MOHANA, YTO
3TO He Tak-To npocTo. C orpaHNYeHHOM Marnen n 6e3 cnocoOHOCTEN YeMHOXKINNHIA OHa



4yyBCTBOBana cebs xpynkown n 6ecnonesHon, Ho B TO XKe BpPeMS, HaXOAACb Tak Bnmn3ko K
MoBenuTento 1 CxxMmas ero Kpenkyk pyky, €€ HakpbiBano NpusaTHoe, focene He
ncnbiTbiIBaeMoe 4yBCTBO abCcontoTHOM 6e30nacHoOCTH.

— Yero 370 Tbl MeHS1 0OXaxuBaeLlb? — ¢ Nogo3peHnemM cnpocun MosenuTens.

Henopobatowmne mbicnun He ycnenu obpactn YETKMMIN KOHTYpaMu, JTONHYNN U OCTaBUIM
CTepHuUTY HaeguHe ¢ NErkMM OCagKkoM CTbia Ha LLEeKax.

— HatypanbHble? — He pacTepsnacb oHa ¥ NafoHblo noxnonana no Tyromy Guuency
3noges.

MoBenuTenb ckocun B3rnsg K 6ry3o4HoMy paspesy.
— A TBOU?

HaxmprB 6POBVI, CTepHI/ITa npuHAnacb gymatb Hag OOCTOWHbLIM OTBETOM, a NOTOM He
Bblaepxana n 3acmeanach. [NoBenuTensb cMNon BosfiM OCTaHaBMBan nonayLine KBepxy
Yronku pra.

C nnowagm OHM YN 1 BbIWNW B LBETYLLMA ckBEpPUK. CNOKOMHO MUHOBATb €ro HE yAanoch:
HaBCTpeYy K HUM OBUranucb ABa CyllecTBa B YépHoM dhopme. NosenuTens BbicBO6GoAMN
PYKY 1 nepegan nogeneHuue HegocTomHoro.

— He nesb, — ckasan oH, korga CTPaXXHUKN OCTaHOBUJTNCb HAMpPOTUB, Mnperpaxnas gopory.

ToT, 4To ObIN WKMPE B Nieyax, NPUOXKNI K FONOBE PYKY, YTO-TO CKasar, a ApYyron pykom
HENOBKO pacKpbIn nepen cobor ManeHbKyo KpacHyo KHKeYKy. [oBenuTens Ha Heé faxe
He B3rMsHyn — BC& paBHO HUYEro He NOHATHO. MMOTOM CTPaXHWK Havan 4YTo-To 4OX044MBO
0ObACHATb, HO A8 NYTHUKOB €ro CroBa Ka3anucb NyCTbIMW 3ByKamu, YTO OH O4EHb CKOPO
3ameTtun.

— Yero npuBasanncb, AeHer HeT! — pasgpakéHHO OTBETUI HA OMepeaHON HEMOHATHbIN
Bonpoc [losenuTene.

CTpaxHWK1 He[0BOMbHO NepernsHynuchb.
— Hy-ka nanbl o6opsan, cmepa! — NoBenutens 0TOUI NPOTAHYTYHO B €f0 CTOPOHY PYKY.

3nogen ornsigencs u yéeauncsi, 4To NobrnmMsocT HUKOro HET. BTOpOIi CTpaXKHMK OTCTYNWI Ha
Lar 1 Hayan 4To-To roBOPUTL B 3aKPensEHHY0 Ha rpyaun pauuto. MNepBbiil B CBOKO ovepeab
CHSIIT C NOSIC KOPOTKYH TOHGDY.

— MNonpobyi, — ckasan Ha 370 [NoBenuTenb U XPYCTHYN NanbLamMu.

BoopyXéHHbI TOHON CTPaXXHWK Hanar, BepHee eMy Tak nokasanocb. CynoctaT okasancs
HaCTONbKO MeanmMTeNnbHbIM, YTO [oBenuTENb C NErKOCTLIO NEepexBaTusl CTPaXKHMKa 3a



3ansacTbe, a BTOPOW PYKOWN BLIENUIICA eMy B roprio, a 3aTemM B OAMH MUT NOAHSN TOro Hag
3emMnén. Bropon 6pocunca 6bin10 Ha BbIpy4Ky, HO r’MOKMe nasnbLbl COMKHYINCH 1 Ha €ro Liee.

— OcTaHoBuCb, Tbl UX YObELWb, — CTepHUTa cxBaTunack 3a Kpan pyballkm n npuHanach eé
pacTarMBatb, MOTOMY YTO 3ri04en CrioBHO Bbin U3 runca.

— W y10 ¢ TOro? — yameuncs MNoeenutens, Habnoaas, kKak CUHELWME CTPaXN 3aKkoHa BCé
MEHbLLE N MeHbLUEe conpoTMBnaTbCS. MNMpeanneybe 6oneno ot HAaHECEHHOTO CXBaYeHHbIM
CTPaXXHMKOM yaapa U XoTerniocb bbicTpee Co BCeM 3TUM MOKOHYMTb.

— Bapyr Cenectus y3HaeT! — nocne Hegonrmx pasgyMmuin BoelkpukHyna CtepHuTta.

370 Mmeno cmbicn, MoBenuTenb He 3abbin ogexay ¢ eé n3obpaxeHmem. MoxeT u B 3ToM
MMpe HacTynuna apa BceobLLero NnpouBeTaHusi, BOH kak Ta Tonna pagoBanach, a ToBapbl ¢
BOEHHOW aTpuUByTUKOM pacXoannCh TOMbKO TaK, CITOBHO HUKTO HE NMOHUMAar, YTO Ha HUX
HaHeceHa HeCcMblBaeMasi neyaTb JaBHO MUHYBLUNX KPOBaBbIX OUTB.

nOTepFIBUJI/Ie CO3HaHMe CTpa*HUKN TPOXHYINCb Ha 6n|/|>|<a|?1u1y+o CKameVle; MoBenuTtenb
nepemMecTun Tena B BepPTUKalribHOE NoJioXXeHne 1 onycTtui Ha MeaneHHO KpaCcHewwune nmua
Kernkn ¢ Kokapgamu.

— Tenepb HOrM B pykX 1 No cTpenke, — ckasan Nosenutens, NpuHUMas Hasag,
HepocTonHoro.

Annen cMeHAnMCb ogHa 3a APYroun, NyTHUKK He Bexanun, HO BbICTpo win. Heckonbko pas
CTepHuTa oCcTaHaBnvBarnach v nepesoauna ¢ HernpuBbIYKU AblXaHue — AOMr0 XOAUTb BCEro
Ha ABYX HOrax okasanocCb OYeHb U3HypuTenbHO. [oBenuTenb 3TO Tak He OCTaBNAn u, He
caepxuBas cebs B BblpaxXeHusax, noHykan. Komnac nameHsan HanpaeneHus BCE valle,
3HaYUT, OHM NPUBIMKANMUCb K UICKOMOMY.

MepexBaTunu nx B nepenecke, COBCEM Hefaneko oT napka. [lea Aecsatka CTPaXKHUKOB B
LuiemMax ¢ Npo3padHbiMKn 3abpanamu 1 Hemnenbix gocrnexax, 6onbLue NoXoAsLWwmnx Ha
CMOPTMBHYHO 3aLLUMTHYH SKUNUPOBKY, PACTSIHYIUCH LIENbIO B COTHE METPOB OT NMYTHUKOB.

— Camun HapBanucb, — npoBop4yan Noeenutens, copean ¢ HeAoOCTOMHOrO Yexosn u
npurotoBunca K 6ot. — NMogxoan, KTO CMEnbIN, KALLKK BbiNyLLy M 3@ HUX NOABELLY Ha
onvkanwyto énky, kak pas go [Hsa Corpeatowero Ovaral

HauyaBLlume 6b1N10 NOAXOANTL CTPAXHMKN, OCTAHOBUINCH U B HEPELUUTENBHOCTM 3aTONTanuchb
Ha mecTe. [NoBenuTenb, AOBOMbHBIN Pe3ynsTaToM, CO CBUCTOM PacCEK MeYOM BO3ayX,
OEMOHCTPUPYSt OCTPOTY KNMHKA. 3a CNMHOWN pa3garncst 3HakOMbI 3BYK BbIHUMaeMomn Npobku,
3nogen obepHyncs v ysuaen, 4to CtepHMTa NocneLwHo NeeT 13 dmana.

— lMpaBunbHo! — noaaepxan HaYMHaHWsA noaenbHULbl 3nodei. — CoXru Ux AoTna, Hevero
0 BCAKUIA cBpoa 3a4apoBaHHyto cTarb Maparb.

CTepHVITa 3aKpblifa rmasa " npnHAnacb cocpeoTO4eHHO BOAUTb PyKaMK Mo BO3AYXY,
CITOBHO OoTOoABUrad HenocnylHble WTOPbI. CTpa)KHVIKVI XK€ CHOBa ABUHYIUCb HA HUX, HO



Tenepb y HEKOTOPbIX N3 HUX B PyKaxX Heﬂ,06p0 noKkavmBanucb 3gelHmne pa3HoBMaHOCTHU
NMNCTONETOB.

— BbicTpee, naBai bbicTpee, — BbICTaBMB Nepen coboi med, npurosapusan MNMosenutens.

HakoHew nagoHn CTepHUTLI 3aropennck easa pasnnynuMbiM 3eMEHBIM OFHEM, M OHa OTKpbIna
rnmasa. Ha nx mecrte TaHLUeBanu A3blkv 940BUTOMO NNamMeHu.

B 3TOM Mype TOYHO HM4Yero He 3Hanu o maruu. MNoBenuTento cry4Yanock BUAETb COBCEM
ManeHbKMUX OeTEHbILWEN, KOTOPblE CO CMEChIO CTpaxa M BOCTOpra Bavparu Ha oKpyKatoLume
NX B NOCTOSIHHO YAMBIISOLLEM OKPY>KEHMM Yydeca, HO To, Kak Ha BONweGCTBO cpearmpoBanm
CTPaXXHMKM, OKa3arnoch BbllLE CaMbIX CMeNbIX MeYTaHuin. YacTb 3aMepria B pas3nmyHbIX
nosax, 60siCb LLUEMOXHYTbCSH, ApYyr1e NonATUNMCh, No-pbibbn GecluyMHo pa3eBasi pTbl. Tpoe
Tak BooOLLe Nanu HUL, 1 cTanu oToMBaTh NOKIOHbI, BUAUMO NpuHSB CTepHUTY 3a Kakoe-To
MecCTHOe 6oxecTBO. M ToNbKo 0fMH NepeGoport NaHuKy, CKUHY C nneYa KpynHbIi
camocTpern 1 ctan uenuTbes. MNoBenutenb 3To 3aMETUI U CMECTUIICS B CTOPOHY,
nepekpbiBasi CTPENKy Lemb.

poMKMIN NnocregoBaTenbHbIA TPECK pa3HECCS Haf BepXYLUKaMn OepeBLEB, pacnyrueas
3aCMAEBLUMXCA NTUL, U B TY XXe CEKYHAY BCE TOH(bI CTPaXKHUKOB 3aCBETUNNCH 3€NEHBIM
CBETOM, NOAHSNMCh B BO3AYX, NOCIE Yero MOMeHTanlbHO 06paTunmMcb NPOTUB CBOUX XXEe
ObIBLUMX XO351EB.

— [a, nposanueanTe, congatHa! — CtepHuTa nobeqoHOCHO Kpuyana Beneq yberatowmm ot
COBCTBEHHOIO OPYXNUsA cTpaxkHMkam. — KpyTo 4 nx, a?

MoBenuTento GbiNo He 40 Becesbs: CTOS Ha KOMNEHSX, OH 3axkuman pykamu 6ok. CKBo3b
MAOTHO CUenseHHble NanbLibl NPOGMBANMNCL KpacHbIE CTPYIKM.

— O, HeT, — ncnyranacbk CtepHuTa 1 nogbexana k uctekarowemMy KpoBbio 3nogeto. — Tebs
paHunn?

— Y70 Tbl... — BbIGMBas 3ybamu 4e4€TkKy, npoxpunen MNosenuTens. — 3T0 A cam cebs
MbIPHYM, YTOObI LUAHCHI YPaBHATb.

— lMopoxaw, s cenvac, — noobewana CtepHUTa 1 Gpocunack K CTOsLLEN MEXAY KycTamm
KapeTe ¢ npobrneckoBbiMM Masvykamun. OHa okasanacbh OTKpbITa, U BHYTPU ObICTPO HaLUENCcs
NNacTUKOBbIA KENC C KPACHBbIM KPECTOM.

MoBenuTenb yxe camoCTOATENBHO cTawmn ¢ cebs pybaluky 1 Tenepb 3akpbiBarn en abipy B
Tene. CTepHUTa OTKpPbINa anTeyky 1 Bblpyranacbh: B HEM CUPOTIMBO HOTUMUCH ABE Nayvku
OVMHTOB 1 ManeHbKNN Ny3bIPEK C aHTUCENTUKOM.

— lMownpéTt, — oxHyn MNoBenuTenes, NUUO ero ctano 6neaHbIM, Kak y rpada PatBeHa. —
lMepeBsa3biBaTb ymeeLlb?

B3BonHoBaHHO KMBHYB, CTepHI/ITa pasopBaria yrnakoBKuU.



— Y6epu, — ykasana oHa Ha pybaLuky

MoeenuTenb nocnyLwHo obHaxmn HebonbLyto paHy B 6oky. KpoBb 13 HEE He Buna
OHTaHOM, a MeasIeHHO BbiTeKana.

“He apTepuanbHoe”, — BCnoMHuna ypoku nepsor nomowm CTepHuTa, KOTopble ycnena
nocetTuTb B 06nmKe NoHW, Korga eLlé 3nogencTaoBana B Nepsbin pas.

O6a 6uHTa nownu B 4eno: ogHMM NepeBsa3biBany, Apyron npuknagpisanv. He 6e3 nomowm
ones obpaTHo pybaluky, lNoBenuTene HarHyncs 3a BbiNnasBwWMM MeYoM 1 3acTtoHan. CtepHuta
3axoTenia NoMoYb, HO 3r104€eN oTorHan e€ yTpobHbIM pblIkoM. HEAOCTOMHBIM BHOBbL OKa3arcs
B HEQOCTOWMHbIX pyKaXx.

— YKuBee, noka c nogkpenrneHmem He BepHynunceb, — NoBenuTenb onupancs Ha MeY, kak Ha
TpocTb. — CyMKy He 3abyab.

Komnac nepewwén k CTepHUTE 1 OHM BbIWAKX B NApK. MIgTK No MOLWEHBIM AOPOXKaM ObIfio
nerko, HO OMeHb CKOPO CTpesika pe3ko pa3BepHynach, U NpULINOCL CBOpaYMBaTh B fiec. U
©e3 Toro xpomatrowmn NoeenuTtens Hayan NogBonaknBaTb HOry, ocTpue HegocTtonHoro Ha
KaXkoMm rnocneayroLlem ware HEMHOro rmy6xe norpyxanock B NOAATIMBYHO 3EMITHO.

— Tbl kak? — obecnokoeHHo cnpocuna CTepHuTa, Korga 3nogewn B3sn 6onee onmMTenbHyo
nepeabILLKy.

— He oTtBnekancsa, — Noeenutene npowwén mumo, n CTepH1Ta ycnbllana oTY4éTNIneoe
XnonaHbe. 3a 3nofgeeM TAHYNCA TOHEHbKUI BNaXKHbIN crieq,.

MHorune cotHu net NoeenuTens BMAEN U HEC CMEPTb B CaMbiX Pa3HOOOpPasHbIX eé
BOMJIOLLEHMAX, NOSTOMY 3Has, YTO CMEPTHbIE YMUpanu n ot 6onee He3HaYUTENbHbIX
nospexaeHunn. Tonbko Gnarogapst CHacTNMBOM CIyYaNHOCTM Nynsi HE Yroguna B XXMBOT,
NHaYye NPUHATOE OT YeNHOKINHIA yrowieHme Morno 6bl BbInTM 60KOM. OH TOYHO He Bbin
yBEpPEH, CKOMbKO eLLlé npoaepxuntcsa 6e3 npodeccrmoHanbHONn MegULIMHCKOW MOMOLLN, HO
3Har, YTo Nony4YnT OH €€ TOMbKOo Nocre Toro, Kak nx nonmatoT. CaaBaTbCcs BO BTOPOW pas, Aa
eLLE KaKMM-TO Xarknum CTpaXHWKaM B CMeLLUHbIX gocnexax NosenuTenb oTkasbiBancs.

Mosaau ctanu pasgaBaTbCs HECTPOWHbBIE BbIKPUKK, [MoBenuTenb pyrHyncs 1 npubasun xoay.
MNpecnenoBaTenu XoTb M NPOABUrANINCH C OCTOPOXHOCTbLIO, HO BCE PaBHO NMOCTENEHHO
HacTuranu G6erneuos. MosenuTens 3amennsina paHa, CTepHUTY — OH cam.

Py6aluka yxe nponutanacb HacKBO3b, a LUTAHMHA CO CTOPOHbI paHbl cTana nonocaTomn.
[Buratbes ObINo HeNb3s, a Hago.

CnoTKHYBLUMCL O Kakyr-To Kopsiry, lMoBenuTens NoYty ynan, Ho B NOCNEAHUA MOMEHT CMOr
NoACTaBUTb KOMEHO.

— MNagna...

—A?



— [a He Tbl...

3nopaen B3oGpancs no Medy 1 TshKeno npusanuncs k bnuwkanwemy cteony. LLnpokas rpyap
Me[eHHO B3AbIMarachk B TakT NpepbIBUCTOMY AblxaHuto. K 6ernevuam, nepeberas ot aepesa
K oepesy, Npubnmkanuce cTpaxkHukn. CTepHuTa 3awwmnena n cobpana Ha KoH4MKax nanbLeB
ocTaTKn Maruu, 3aTemM crnrena HecKonbKo Marnyeckmx CTPen v NycTuna Ux B CTOPOHY
npecneposatenei. B OkBeCTpun TaknUM xankum 3aknmHaHMeM eaBa fivi MOXHO Obino
BNeYaTnuTb Aaxe caMoro Heaarnékoro CTyaeHTa-nepBOKYPCHMKA LIKOSbl €QUHOPOroB, HO
3[€eLUHsIst CTpaXka B CTpaxe 3anerna no 6rnmkanlimm KaHaBam.

CTepHVITa BEpPHYyIach K MoBenuTento 1 morn4a 3aKnHyrna ero pyky cebe Ha nnevo.

— MNepenomuLubes, — Aaxe ymypas OT NoTepu KPoBK, 3rofei He nepecTtasarn
HacMexaTbCsl.

— He goxaéwbcs, — npoBopyana B otBeT CtepHuTa. — Betan mn nowén.

O6pyraB CBOE HblHeLLHee Xpynkoe Terno, CTepHWUTa ene yaepkunBana kadatoLlerocst
MosenuTens. Moka OH LWén CaMOCTOATENBHO M MOYTU HE HaBanuBarcs Ha nogerbHULY, Ho
O4YeHb CKOPO 3TO OIMKHO BbINO N3MEHUTLCS.

— Ecnu He gonay... — MNMoeenuTenb NbiTancs roBOpuUTb KOPOTKO 1 Nno geny. — 3abupan
Knbik Ckopbu cebe.

— 3ayem, YTOoObI BCe cTanu cuntatb MeHs1 HoBbiM NoBenuTenem? — nonbiTanach
OTLWYTUTbCA B3BONHOBaHHaA CTepHuTa.

— He... — 3amonuas, Noeenutens cobpancsa un gorosopun: — NOTOMy YTO Tbl MHE
HPaBULLIbCSI.

“CoBcem b6peguTb Havar, Ckopo 3aBanuTtbesa”, — nogymarna CTepHuTa, a cama KOpoTKO
nocoBeToBana:

— 3aTKHUCB.

KpyToi, nouTn OTBECHbIV OBpar oTpesarn UM NyTb. XOTHA Kakon Tam oBpar — 6e3goHHas amal
Mo ycesHHOMY KOPEeHbAMW N PaCTEHUAMMU CKITOHY CMYCKaTbCs B TAKOM COCTOSIHUM BbIno He
nyywen naeen.

Ecnu Tonbko...

npeCJ'IGD,OBaTeJ'IVI OKpYy>Karun Cco BCeX CTOPOH, He nepecTtaBad KpnU4yaTb Ha CBOEM HEMOHATHOM
A3bIKe.

— lonoey 6epern, — npenynpeann MosenuTenb, 3aTeM BbixBaTUn y CTEPHUTLI KOMNAc, a
€€ camy CruxHy”n ¢ kpasi. Ta TONbKO NPOTECTYIOLLE BCKPUKHYMA, HO yXXe Nafas B PbiXyo
TTINHY.



MpwxaB HegocTtonHoro, [NoeenuTtens cbexarn Creaom.

Kak 1 B npoLwnbIn pas, OHW KaTUINCb, CKOMNb3WUSIM MO PacKUCLLEN, NpeBpaTUBLLENCS B Kally
rmuHe. Mokpble 1 nepenavkaHHble, OHU CKaTbIBarnCb BCE HXKE N HUXKe, a Ha Y oBpara He
Habntoganock. Hag ronoBon yxxe 3atux BOW npecnegoBartenen, NnyTHUKOB Havyarno
3aKpyymBaTb, a CMyCK Npogorkancs, TeMHes 1 pacumpsaack. OHU KaTUNUCh U KaTUINUCh,
CtepHuTa, o6ampasicb 1 Lapanasicb, knana, Ha Yém ceT ctouT Nosenutens, ®aH’ AHoHa n
BCEX OCTarbHbIX XOTS1 Obl KOCBEHHO COMPUYACTHbLIX K €€ HEB3rogam.

BHe3anHo CKNOH KOHYMNCs, a TbMa cTana xwxe, nogatnvmeee. CTepHuTa 3atopmosuna
Horamm, HO BCE paBHO He yaepxanach 1 ¢ pasMmaxy Brnetena B Apebesxallyo 3noBOHHY0
Kydy. OHa packpbina rnasa 1 nowapwna nepeg cobor KonbIToM.

KonbiTom?

Ho npexae 4yem 3aHOBO 0co3HaTb camy cebsi, CTepHuTa 3atauna gbixaHue, NoToMy YTo
oKasanachk He ofHa.

— Kakoro... — Ha Heé ckanuncs HaaTPeCHYThIN Yepen, Mexay rmasHuL, KOTOPOro nonaanm
XXMPHbIE CKOONeHapbl.

BCKpUKHYB OT HEOXXMAAHHOCTM, OHA MPUHSNAch NOCMELLHO BbIbUpaTbCs U3 Ky4un, Kotopast
COCTOSIN1a U3 HECKOSbKMX MOXENTEBLUNX, CNNETEHHbIX Mexay cobol ckenetoB. OTGpocKB OT
cebs npucTaBy4yto KUCTb OAHOIO U3 HUX, CTepHUTa C OTBpaLLEeHeM OToLMa Ha3az TOmNbKO
4TOObI HACTYNUTL Ha TopYaLLMe U3 3eMnM Xpynkue pébpa.

— A, no3HakoMunach ¢ oCTanbHbIMK rocnogamu 3nogesmu, — losenuTens BbIPOC 13
Mpaka ¢ HegocTtonHbiM Ha nnede. Ero ctapoe teno He 60510Ck paH, Tak YTo BbIrNs4en OH
OTHOCUTESbHO XopoLwlo. — CMOTpHo 1 Tebe BCE 0OpaTHO BEPHYIN.

YeNnHOKNUMHT KMBHYNA U AN YBEPEHHOCTM HECKONbKO pa3 NepeBonnoTunack — Bapyr
Hegoganu? Bcé okaszanocb Ha MecTe, 1 CBOEMY POAHOMY 00MnmMKy oHa Gblfna Hecka3aHHO
pana, »arnb TonbKo, 4YTo [NoBenuTenb ToXXe NepPeEMEHNNCS, BHOBb CTaB HEMPOHNLAEMO
XON0OHOW ropou Xenesa. 31ofen, KaxeTcs, ToxXe gymar 0 YEM-TO NOAOGHOM,
paccmaTpuBasi YeMHOKIMHIA CKNOHUB HAabOK poraTbliii LUNEM.

— Komnac? — cnpocuna CtepHuTa.
MoBenuTenb Nnokasan KopoboyKy C HAATPECHYTHIM CTEKITOM.

— MbI noYTn y Lenn, — oTBeTUN 3roAen, YKasbiBasd MeYOM B MOKPbITYI0 TYMaHOM TEMEHb.
— lMoxoxe, makradpuH Tak ganeko 3abpocuno, YTo KOPOTKUIA MYTb K HEMY Mporneran Yyepes
Opyron Mup, 3ps TonbKo Mc-okxas NNLWHNIA pa3 NOMSAHYIT.

MyTHMKM Gpenu no 3aTsHyToM TYMaHOM NOLLMHE, TO U Aeno, HaTblkasicb Ha pa3GpocaHHble
KOCTW M KpoLuaLymecsi 06rIoMKM pasfinyHOro opyxusi. I3 HEKOTOpbIX AepPEBLEB TOpYarm
NULLEHHbIE OnepeHns CTpenbl, ApyrMe Hecnun Ha cebe HesaxuBatoLme criedpbl OT NomnaBLUNX
3aKMUHaHWIA Unu Yero ewé noxyxe. Ha ogHOM 13 POBHbIX KITOYKOB 3eMIN BO3BbILLAMOCH



APEBKO WTaHAapTa, cam LWTaH4apT AaBHO CrHUN UNK ewwé paHblue Obin pasopBaH 34eLHUM
3BEPbLEM.

— Tbl ckasan, 4To 310 Apyrue 3nogen, — CTepHUTa ocMmaTpuana ctapoe none 6oa. — Ho
C KEM OHWU cpaxanucb? KTo cMmor nepebunTb Takom OrpOMHbIV OTps4, Aa eLE 1
NOArOTOBMNEHHbLIN BENTUKUM AEMOHOM?

MoBenuTenb BanbsbKHO BblllarMear, He yaenss nasluM TOBapULLLAM HUKAKOro BHUMaHWS.
— Cama He gogymanacb? — CO 3110CTb (ObIPKHYI OH.

Y)kacHasi goragka yctaBunach Ha YeHIXKITMHIa o4epegHon YepenyLUKon ¢ pa3bntbim
3aTbISIKOM.

— Heyxenn?..

— Hy pa, gpyr gpyra n nepebunu! — lNMoeenutens ¢ oTBpaLLeHNeM CntoHyn. — BoT
NMO3TOMY Mbl Y MPOUTPAni, YTO KaXAbl HOPOBUI HOX B CIMHY BCaauTb. U HeT, 4Tobbl NOTOM,
Korfia BCex CBETIIbIX B OKOBbI M MOrumnbl 3aroHmum! Kak e, Hago Befb B caMblii
OTBETCTBEHHbI MOMEHT NepeccopmuTbes. Tak Hac nooanHoYke 1 nobeamnu.

— W Tbl TOXe ObIn 0anH? — nomHTepecoBanacbk CTepHuTa.
— Bbin. Ho cenvac s aton owmbkn He NOBTOPIO.

— OT0 NpusHaHne? — 3a KPUBOW YXMbINIKOW YENHIKIVHT NpaTana HeBepue B TO, YTO
cTapbI 3ro4e MMMOSETOM Ha3Bar €€ POBHEN.

— Heobxognmas mMepa, — NoBenuTenb gaxe He cran oTnMpaTbCA.

OHW BbILLNN Ha NPOCTOPHYIO MOMSHY, HA KOTOPOW U LUa caMas OXXeCTOYEHHas cxBaTka.
OcTaHku BOMHOB pasaopa nexarnu Ha 3emre 1 cBucanv ¢ BeTBeN, U3 HEKOTOPbIX, NOA0BHO
Haarpobusim Topyanu KpecToBMHbl adpecoB. [oBenuTenb cnpsTan Komnac, NoToOMy YTO
6onblue B HEM Hy>Abl He 6bIno.

Mexay orpoMHbIX KOPHEW ApEeBHEro Kak cama peanbHOCTb Ayba Boccenarn CKener,
06NayYéHHbIN B YronbHO-YEPHYO MAHTUIO C 30/10TON U (hMONeToBOM TeCbMON. V13 OTKPbLITON,
CMOBHO Harnokas rpyau Topyan AfMHHbIA BPOH30BbLIN MOCOX, YAEpXMBas MepTeeLa B
cuaaveM nornoXeHun.

— KT0 X Tak BOIET, C TUTbKaMmn Hapyxy? — n3aeBaTenbCckv nouHTepecosarncs MosenuTens,
3aTeM CXBaTUIICS 3a NOCOX U OOHMM PbIBKOM M3BMEK Ero Hapyxy.

CkeneT paccbinancst B npax, TOnbKo NPOAOoNroBaThii Yepen MCTUTENbHO KnauHyn naeansHo
COXpaHuBLLUUMUCS 3yBamu 1 yKaTuncs ¢ rnas goson.

— He Ha meHst obmxkancs, — NpuKpukHyn emy Benea MNMosenutens.



— Tak 370 1 ecTb MakrachpuH? — CTepHUTa NocTyyana rno nocoxy KonbiTom. Ha Bua aT1o
ObInT cambln OOLIKHOBEHHbIN BOEBOW LLECT, HO C Pa3ABOEHHbIM KOHLIOM, MOXOXMM Ha
ABY3yOyt0 BUNKY.

MoeenuTenb gocTtan komnac un nepenposepwus. Bcé cxogmnocs.
— Ocrancs cywmi nycTak — BbIOpaTbCa XMBbIMU, — HAUTPAHHO XMXMKHyNa CTepHuTa.

Ho camocTosTenbHO BbIGMpaThCs HEe NPULLNOCH: Nocpean NorsiHbl Kak No 3akasy OTKPbISICS
AeMOHMYecKkuin nopTar.

— He goBepseT Ham 6e3rnasbin, — Bo3myTuncsa NMoesenutens. — [Jymaet, HaBepHoe, YTO
Mbl ApYr APYry CUIO K€ MUHYTY B MMOTKW BLIENUMCS.

— W cnacnbo emy 3a 310, — CTepHUTa oceknachk, NorMaB Ha cebe TSKENbIN B3rMss
HanapHuka. — B cmblicne 3a nopTan.

— 3710 ga... — C 3aQymMumMBOCTbIO NpounaHéc MNosenntenb. C HEXOpOLLE Takon
3a4yMYMBOCTbIO.

He obmeHsiBLIMCE Gonblue HU eAMHBIM CIOBOM, MYTHUKM OAHOBPEMEHHO LuarHynu B
MepLatoLLYyH0 YEPBOTOUMHY.



