
Great transitions 
 

Transitions are like bridges between your ideas -- they help your readers move from one idea to 
the next. Here are some transition words and phrases you may wish to use in your essay. Keep 
in mind that they can be used at the beginning of a sentence or within a sentence. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you are adding information or showing similarity between ideas: 

 
●​ Additionally 
●​ In addition 
●​ As well as 
●​ Besides 
●​ Also 

●​ Another 
●​ So too 
●​ Likewise 
●​ Furthermore 

●​ First of all / 
secondly / thirdly 

●​ To begin with 
●​ Finally 

 
 
If you are showing that one idea is different from another: 

 
●​ However 
●​ Yet 
●​ But 
●​ Even though 
●​ Despite 

●​ Although 
●​ In contrast 
●​ Still 
●​ In spite of 

●​ On the one hand / 
on the other hand 

●​ Some people say / 
other people say 

●​ Regardless 
 
If you are showing that something is an example of what you just stated: 

 
●​ For example 
●​ For instance 

●​ To illustrate 
●​ Namely 

●​ This can be seen 
●​ Specifically 

 
If you want to show cause and effect: 

 
●​ As a result 
●​ It follows that 

●​ Consequently 
●​ Therefore 

●​ So 
●​ Eventually 

 
If you want to add emphasis: 

 
●​ In fact 
●​ Of course 

●​ Truly 
●​ Even 

●​ Indeed 

 


