
 

Workers’ Rights Primary Source Documents 
​
When reviewing these documents below for your project, consider the following questions: 

1)What are the problems that workers faced in regards to their rights being violated? 

2)What methods/strategies did workers use to try to solve these problems?  

3)How effective/successful were workers in protecting their rights and why?​
 

Document #1: The following is an excerpt from William Cooper’s testimony before the Sadler Committee in 
1832. The committee, led by Michael Sadler, investigated working conditions in factories and mills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Document #2: The following are testimonials from employees at the Wilson Mill in Bedford, Massachusetts. 
According to the document, how did the Industrial Revolution impact the lives of American factory workers? 

 
 
 



Document #3: Lewis Wickes Hine (1874-1940), photographer, sociologist and humanist, is best known for his 
portraits of immigrants at Ellis Island. He traveled across the country documenting living and working 
conditions. He wrote of this picture—“Some of the doffers and the Supertendent. Ten small boys and girls about 
the size out of a force of 40 employees. Catawba Cotton Mill, Newton, NC” 

 
 
Note: When a bobbin was filled, the “doffer boy” comes along, takes it off the spinning frame and puts an 
empty bobbin in its place. 
 
Document #4: The following is an excerpt from the testimony of textile worker Joseph Hebergam to the Sadler 
Committee. 



 

Document #5: 

 
 
Document #6: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Document #7: Excerpt from In the Depths of a Coal Mine by Stephen Crane in McClure’s Magazine, August 
1894. 

 
Document #8: Girls at the weaving machines, Lincoln Cotton Mills, Evansville, Indiana. 
 

 
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​



​
Document #9: 

 
 

 
Document #10: 

 
 

 


