
Nissan Dashboard Alerts: The Meaning 
of the Red Key Icon 
Seeing the red key icon on your Nissan dashboard can be alarming, especially if you're not 
familiar with what it signifies. This warning light is part of Nissan's Intelligent Key system, which 
enhances vehicle security and convenience. In this article, we will explore what the red key icon 
means, why it might appear, and how to address any issues it indicates.
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What Does the Red Key Icon Mean? 
The red key symbol typically indicates a problem with the Intelligent Key system. This system 
allows drivers to unlock and start their vehicles without physically using a key. The presence of 
this icon can signify one of several issues: 

1.​ Key Fob Battery Low: The most common reason for the red key warning is a weak or 
dead battery in the key fob. When the battery level is low, the key fob may not 
communicate effectively with the vehicle. 

2.​ Key Recognition Failure: If the car does not recognize the key fob, it may trigger the 
red key icon. This can occur if the fob is out of range or if there is an issue with the 
vehicle's receiver. 

3.​ Security System Activation: The anti-theft system may engage if it detects an 
unauthorized key or if there’s a malfunction in the ignition system. This can prevent the 
vehicle from starting, showing the red key warning. 

Steps to Take When You See the Red Key Icon 

1. Check the Key Fob Battery 

Start by inspecting the key fob battery. If the battery is low or dead, replace it. Most Nissan key 
fobs use a CR2032 battery, which you can easily find at automotive or electronics stores. 

2. Test the Key Fob 

After replacing the battery, test the key fob to see if it functions correctly. If the red key icon 
disappears, the issue was likely battery-related. 

3. Ensure Proximity to the Vehicle 

Sometimes, the problem can be as simple as being out of range. Make sure you are close to the 
vehicle when attempting to unlock or start it. If the icon remains lit, continue troubleshooting. 

4. Look for Physical Damage 

Inspect both the key fob and the ignition area for any visible signs of damage. If the key fob 
appears damaged, it may need to be replaced. 
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5. Use a Spare Key Fob 

If you have a spare key fob, try using it to see if the issue persists. If the spare fob works without 
triggering the red key symbol, the primary fob may need to be repaired or replaced. 

6. Refer to Your Owner’s Manual 

Consult your Nissan owner's manual for specific troubleshooting tips related to your vehicle 
model. It may offer valuable insights and guidance on handling the red key warning. 

7. Seek Professional Help 

If none of the above steps resolve the issue, it's advisable to consult a professional mechanic or 
visit your local Nissan dealership. They can diagnose the problem more thoroughly and suggest 
necessary repairs. 

Conclusion 
Understanding the meaning of the red key icon on your Nissan dashboard is crucial for 
maintaining the vehicle's performance and security. By taking prompt action when you see this 
warning, you can address potential issues before they escalate. Regular maintenance of your 
key fob and the Intelligent Key system can also help prevent future occurrences. 

If you're experiencing persistent issues or need assistance with your vehicle, don't hesitate to 
contact Jordi’s Tire Shop for expert help. 

 

Contact Information 

●​ Business Name: Jordi’s Tire Shop 
●​ Address (1): 501 Midway Rd, Carrollton, TX 75006 
●​ Phone (1): 469-778-1293 
●​ Address (2): 341 W Mockingbird Ln, Dallas, TX 75247 
●​ Phone (2): 469-245-4587 
●​ E-mail: info@jordistireshop.com 
●​ Owner: Jordi Rodriguez 
●​ Hashtags: #jordistireshop #automotive #tirereview 
●​ Source: Red Key Icon 
●​ Website: jordistireshop.com 
●​ Facebook: Jordi Tire Shop 
●​ Twitter: @jordistireshop 
●​ Instagram: @jordistireshopp 
●​ Pinterest: Jordi Tire Shop 

https://jordistireshop.com/red-car-with-key-symbol-on-dashboard-nissan/
https://jordistireshop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/JORDI-TIRE-SHOP-100054405824017
https://twitter.com/jordistireshop
https://www.instagram.com/jordistireshopp
https://www.pinterest.com/jordistireshop


●​ YouTube: Jordi Tire Shop 
●​ LinkedIn: Jordi Tire Shop 

For any questions or assistance, feel free to reach out! 
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