
AI Chatbot Example: Writing an Essay 
For some people, writing is like pulling teeth, but for others, the prose just flow out onto the 
page. If writing is not a simple task for you, you can ask a generative AI chatbot to help you with 
this process without letting it do all of the work for you. In this way, AI can help not hinder your 
learning. In this example, you need to write a 2,000 word essay for your Women in American 
Society class about the role of women in government. Note: some of the text in these 
exchanges were generated from a variety of generative AI chatbots. 
 
Here is the first prompt: 

I have to write an essay for my women in american society class about 

the role of women in American government. I am not a good writer. 

Please help me. First, ask me what I know about some of the main 

topics: historical milestones, representation in government, policy 

priorities, intersectionality, media representation, and future 

prospects. Then use my rough responses to give me a potential outline 

for the essay. The essay needs to be about 2,000 words. 

 
Response #1 from Claude: 

Certainly, I'd be happy to help you develop an outline for your essay 

on the role of women in American government. Let's start by assessing 

your knowledge on some key topics. Please share what you know about 

each of the following areas: 

 

1. Historical milestones for women in American government 

2. Current representation of women in government 

3. Policy priorities typically associated with women in politics 

4. Intersectionality in women's political participation 

5. Media representation of women in government 

6. Future prospects for women in American politics 

 

Once you provide your thoughts on these topics, I'll use that 

information to help create a potential outline for your essay. 

 

Explanation: 
Taking the time to be as specific as possible with your prompts can really help you get the best 
response from the chatbot. In this case, just telling Claude that I’m not a good writer was not 
enough. It did follow my instructions by asking me questions about the main topics I gave it, but 
for someone who struggles with writing, this is too challenging. 
 



Follow up prompt: 
If I could do that, then I could write the essay. I need you to break 

this down for me more. 

 
Response #2 from Claude: 

I understand you're looking for more guidance. Let's approach this 

step-by-step: 

1. Historical milestones: 

   - When did women gain the right to vote in the US? 

   - Who was the first woman elected to Congress? 

   - When was the first woman appointed to the Supreme Court? 

2. Current representation: 

   - Do you know roughly what percentage of Congress is female? 

   - How many women governors are there currently? 

3. Policy priorities: 

   - Can you name any issues that women politicians tend to focus on 

more? 

4. Intersectionality: 

   - Are you familiar with this term? If so, what does it mean to you 

in the context of women in politics? 

5. Media representation: 

   - Have you noticed any differences in how male and female 

politicians are portrayed in the media? 

6. Future prospects: 

   - What are your thoughts on the future of women's participation in 

American government? 

You don't need to answer all of these - just share what you know or 

think about any of these points. Even basic or rough ideas will help me 

create an outline for you. Would you like to try responding to any of 

these questions? 
 
Explanation: 
This is much more helpful because they are questions I feel like I could give a simple response 
to. However, the essay asks for more than that. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

I'm supposed to include some analysis in my paper, not just report 

facts. Can you revise these questions? 

 
Response #3 from Claude: 

You're absolutely right. Analysis is key to a strong essay. Let's 

rephrase these questions to encourage more analytical thinking: 

1. Historical milestones: 

   - How did women's suffrage change American politics? 



   - In what ways did early women politicians impact government 

policies? 

2. Current representation: 

   - How does the current level of women's representation in government 

affect policy-making? 

   - What barriers still exist for women entering politics? 

3. Policy priorities: 

   - How do women in government influence policy differently than men, 

if at all? 

   - What factors shape the policy priorities of women politicians? 

4. Intersectionality: 

   - How does the intersection of gender with race, class, or sexuality 

affect women's experiences in politics? 

   - Why is considering intersectionality important when discussing 

women in government? 

5. Media representation: 

   - How does media coverage of women politicians differ from that of 

men? 

   - What impact does this coverage have on public perception and 

election outcomes? 

6. Future prospects: 

   - What changes might increase women's participation in government? 

   - How could greater representation of women in government affect 

American society? 

These questions are designed to prompt more analytical thinking. Do any 

of these topics resonate with you? Which ones do you feel you could 

discuss most comfortably? 

 
Explanation: 
These questions are much better, but still too big of a leap for someone who struggles with 
writing. More prompting can help to get the response you need. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

Woah. Maybe something in between those two sets of questions. 
 
Response #4 from Claude: 

I understand. Let's find a middle ground that balances factual 

knowledge with some light analysis: 

1. Historical milestones: 

   - What do you know about women gaining the right to vote in the US? 

   - Can you name any "firsts" for women in American government? 

   - Why do you think these milestones were important? 

2. Current representation: 



   - Do you have an idea of how many women are in Congress or other 

government positions? 

   - What are your thoughts on this level of representation? 

3. Policy priorities: 

   - Are there any issues you've noticed women politicians tend to 

focus on? 

   - Why do you think these issues might be important to them? 

4. Intersectionality: 

   - Have you heard of this term in relation to women in politics? 

   - How might different backgrounds affect women's experiences in 

government? 

5. Media representation: 

   - Have you noticed anything about how the media portrays women in 

politics? 

   - Do you think this affects how people view women leaders? 

6. Future prospects: 

   - What changes do you think might happen for women in government in 

the future? 

   - How do you feel about these potential changes? 

These questions are more approachable while still encouraging some 

reflection. Feel free to share your thoughts on any of these points, 

even if it's just a general impression or opinion. Your input will help 

me craft an outline that reflects your understanding and perspective. 

 
Explanation: 
That’s more like it. These feel like questions I could craft some simple responses to. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

I will answer each set of questions one at a time and you can give me 

some feedback as I go before creating the outline, ok? Here is the 

first question: 

Women got the right to vote in the US with the 19th Amendment in 1920. 

It was a long fight with protests and stuff. 

Some firsts for women in American government are: 

* Jeannette Rankin was the first woman in Congress. 

* Hattie Caraway was the first woman elected to the Senate. 

* Hillary Clinton was the first woman to be a major party’s 

presidential candidate. 

These milestones were important because they showed that women could be 

leaders too and helped push for more equality. 

 
Response #4 from Claude: 

Great start! You've provided some solid information about historical 

milestones. Let's break down your response: 



 

1. Women's suffrage: 

   - Correct date for the 19th Amendment (1920) 

   - Good mention of the struggle involved ("long fight with protests") 

 

2. "Firsts" in government: 

   - Jeannette Rankin as first woman in Congress (correct) 

   - Hattie Caraway as first woman elected to Senate (correct) 

   - Hillary Clinton as first woman major party presidential candidate 

(correct) 

 

3. Importance of milestones: 

   - You've touched on two key points: demonstrating women's leadership 

capabilities and pushing for equality 

 

To enhance this section, you could consider: 

- Mentioning the year for each "first" (e.g., Rankin in 1916, Caraway 

in 1932) 

- Adding a few more recent milestones (e.g., first woman Vice 

President) 

- Elaborating on how these milestones influenced later generations of 

women in politics 

 

Your analysis of why these milestones matter is a good starting point. 

You could expand on this by considering how they changed public 

perception, inspired other women, or led to policy changes. 

 

Overall, you've laid a solid foundation for the historical section of 

your essay. Are you ready to move on to the next question about current 

representation? 

 
Explanation: 
Claude gave me feedback on what I got right, but then expanded on each point. It also 
suggested some other things that I might consider adding to my essay. Some of these things 
are what I was already thinking, but some things were new ideas that I might include. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

Ok, there are currently 153 women in Congress, with 128 in the House 

and 25 in the Senate. This is the highest number ever. 

I think this level of representation is a good step forward, but 

there's still room for improvement. Women make up about half of the 

population, so ideally, their representation in government should 

reflect that. 

 



Response #5 from Claude: 
Excellent response! You've provided some specific data and offered a 

thoughtful perspective. Let's break it down: 

 

1. Current numbers: 

   - 153 women in Congress total 

   - 128 in the House, 25 in the Senate 

   - You correctly noted this is the highest number ever 

 

2. Your analysis: 

   - You recognize this as progress 

   - You also identify that there's room for improvement 

   - You make a key point about proportional representation 

 

Your answer shows a good grasp of the current situation. To build on 

this, you could consider: 

 

- Calculating the percentage of women in Congress (it's about 28.5% 

based on your numbers) 

- Comparing this to previous years to show the trend 

- Mentioning any notable women currently in high-ranking positions 

(e.g., Speaker of the House, committee chairs) 

- Exploring why reaching 50% representation might be important (or if 

there are any counterarguments) 

- Discussing any factors that might be contributing to the increasing 

numbers 

 

Your point about women making up half the population is an excellent 

observation for your essay. It raises questions about equal 

representation and whether our government should mirror the demographic 

makeup of the country. 

 

This is a strong foundation for discussing current representation. Are 

you ready to move on to the next question about policy priorities? 

 
Explanation: 
Again, Claude affirmed what I entered, and then built upon my responses. This exchange 
continues for the remaining topics until I am ready to create the outline. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

Now, create an outline based on my responses with prompts in each 

section that include my own responses and how I could expand on them to 

flesh out each section of the essay. 

 



Response #6 from Claude: 
Great job on completing your responses! I'll create an outline based on 

your input, incorporating your own words and adding prompts to help you 

expand each section. Here's a potential outline for your 2,000-word 

essay: 

 

I. Introduction 

   A. Brief overview of women's role in American government 

   B. Thesis statement 

 

II. Historical Milestones 

   A. Women's suffrage 

      - "Women got the right to vote in the US with the 19th Amendment 

in 1920. It was a long fight with protests and stuff." 

      - Prompt: Expand on the suffrage movement and its key figures 

   B. Notable "firsts" for women in government 

      - List the firsts you mentioned (Rankin, Caraway, Clinton) 

      - Prompt: Add dates and more recent milestones 

   C. Importance of these milestones 

      - "These milestones were important because they showed that women 

could be leaders too and helped push for more equality." 

      - Prompt: Discuss the long-term impacts of these milestones 

 

III. Current Representation 

   A. Statistics on women in Congress 

      - "There are currently 153 women in Congress, with 128 in the 

House and 25 in the Senate. This is the highest number ever." 

      - Prompt: Calculate percentages and compare to previous years 

   B. Analysis of representation levels 

      - "I think this level of representation is a good step forward, 

but there's still room for improvement. Women make up about half of the 

population, so ideally, their representation in government should 

reflect that." 

      - Prompt: Discuss the concept of proportional representation and 

its importance 

 

IV. Policy Priorities 

   A. Issues often focused on by women politicians 

      - List the issues you mentioned (healthcare, education, family 

support, etc.) 

      - Prompt: Provide specific examples of legislation related to 

these issues 

   B. Reasons for these priorities 



      - "These issues might be important to them because they affect 

women a lot and they want to make things better for everyone. Plus, 

their own experiences might make them more aware of these problems." 

      - Prompt: Explore the concept of descriptive representation 

 

V. Intersectionality in Politics 

   A. Definition and importance 

      - "It's like how different parts of a person's identity, like 

race, gender, class, all mix together and affect their experiences." 

      - Prompt: Expand on the concept and its origins 

   B. Impact on women in politics 

      - "So, for women in politics, their background can really shape 

what they go through. Like, a Black woman might face different 

challenges than a white woman or a Latina." 

      - Prompt: Provide specific examples of how intersectionality 

affects women in politics 

 

VI. Media Representation 

   A. Challenges in media portrayal 

      - "Oh man, the media can be pretty rough on women in politics. 

They often focus on their looks or personal lives more than their 

policies." 

      - Prompt: Provide specific examples of biased media coverage 

   B. Impact on public perception 

      - "This can totally affect how people see women leaders, making 

them seem less serious or capable." 

      - Prompt: Discuss studies or polls about public perception of 

women leaders 

 

VII. Future Prospects 

   A. Predictions for women in government 

      - "I think we'll see more women in government in the future, 

especially with more diverse backgrounds." 

      - Prompt: Discuss current trends that support this prediction 

   B. Potential impacts 

      - "It's exciting 'cause it means more voices and perspectives." 

      - Prompt: Explore how increased diversity might change 

policy-making 

   C. Ongoing challenges 

      - "But we still gotta push for more equality and support for 

women in these roles." 

      - Prompt: Discuss specific barriers that still exist and 

potential solutions 



 

VIII. Conclusion 

   A. Recap of key points 

   B. Final thoughts on the importance of women in American government 

 

This outline incorporates your responses and provides prompts to help 

you expand each section. Remember to use transition sentences between 

sections for a smooth flow. Good luck with your essay! 

 
Explanation: 
Claude included my own words in the outline with prompts to help me expand each idea. This 
helps me to see that I actually only need to take a few more steps to write this essay and that 
it’s not an unachievable task. Once I have addressed these prompts, I can ask Claude for 
feedback on my draft. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

Here is my outline for an essay. Please give it back to me with 

suggestions embedded in each section about how I can make it flow 

better:  

**I. Introduction** 

Women have played a big role in American government, even tho it took a 

long time for them to get there. From fighting for the right to vote to 

holding important positions, women have shown they can be leaders too. 

This essay will look at the history, current representation, and future 

prospects of women in American government. 

**II. Historical Milestones** 

**A. Women's suffrage** 

Women got the right to vote in the US with the 19th Amendment in 1920. 

It was a long fight with protests. People like Susan B. Anthony and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton were really important in this movement. They 

organized rallies and wrote articles to get people to support women's 

right to vote. 

**B. Notable "firsts" for women in government** 

There were many firsts for women in government. Jeannette Rankin was 

the first woman elected to Congress in 1916. Hattie Caraway was the 

first woman elected to the Senate in 1932. Hillary Clinton was the 

first woman to be a major party's nominee for president in 2016. More 

recently, Kamala Harris became the first female Vice President in 2021. 

**C. Importance of these milestones** 

These milestones were important because they showed that women could be 

leaders too and helped push for more equality. They paved the way for 

more women to get involved in politics and make a difference. 

**III. Current Representation** 

**A. Statistics on women in Congress** 



There are currently 153 women in Congress, with 128 in the House and 25 

in the Senate. This is the highest number ever. Women make up about 

28.5% of Congress, which is a big improvement from the past but still 

not equal to their percentage of the population. 

**B. Analysis of representation levels** 

I think this level of representation is a good step forward, but 

there's still room for improvement. Women make up about half of the 

population, so ideally, their representation in government should 

reflect that. Proportional representation is important because it 

ensures that all groups in society have a voice in government. 

**IV. Policy Priorities** 

**A. Issues often focused on by women politicians** 

Women politicians often focus on issues like healthcare, education, and 

family support. For example, the Affordable Care Act included 

provisions for women's health, and many women in Congress have 

supported policies for paid family leave and affordable childcare. 

**B. Reasons for these priorities** 

These issues might be important to them because they affect women a lot 

and they want to make things better for everyone. Plus, their own 

experiences might make them more aware of these problems. Descriptive 

representation means that elected officials reflect the demographics of 

the population, which can lead to more inclusive policies. 

**V. Intersectionality in Politics** 

**A. Definition and importance** 

Intersectionality is like how different parts of a person's identity, 

like race, gender, class, all mix together and affect their 

experiences. It was first coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989. It's 

important because it helps us understand how different forms of 

discrimination overlap and affect people. 

**B. Impact on women in politics** 

So, for women in politics, their background can really shape what they 

go through. Like, a Black woman might face different challenges than a 

white woman or a Latina. For example, Shirley Chisholm, the first Black 

woman elected to Congress, faced both racism and sexism during her 

career. 

**VI. Media Representation** 

**A. Challenges in media portrayal** 

The media can be pretty rough on women in politics. They often focus on 

their looks or personal lives more than their policies. For example, 

Hillary Clinton's appearance was often commented on during her 

presidential campaign, which distracted from her policy positions. 

**B. Impact on public perception** 



This can affect how people see women leaders, making them seem less 

serious or capable. Studies have shown that biased media coverage can 

influence public perception and make it harder for women to be taken 

seriously as leaders. 

**VII. Future Prospects** 

**A. Predictions for women in government** 

I think we'll see more women in government in the future, especially 

with more diverse backgrounds. Current trends show that more women are 

running for office and winning elections. 

**B. Potential impacts** 

It's exciting because it means more voices and perspectives. Increased 

diversity in government can lead to more comprehensive and inclusive 

policies that benefit everyone. 

**C. Ongoing challenges** 

We still have to push for more equality and support for women in these 

roles. There are still barriers like gender bias and lack of support 

that need to be addressed. 

**VIII. Conclusion** 

In conclusion, women have made significant strides in American 

government, but there's still work to be done. Increasing 

representation and addressing ongoing challenges will help ensure that 

women's voices continue to be heard and valued in the political arena. 

 

Response #7 from Claude: 
Your outline is well-structured, and the key points are clear. Here are 

suggestions to enhance the flow and depth of your essay: 

 

I. Introduction 

Women have played a crucial role in American government, though it took 

a long and challenging journey for them to achieve this. From the 

battle for suffrage to holding influential positions, women have 

consistently demonstrated their capability as leaders. This essay will 

explore the historical milestones, current representation, and future 

prospects of women in American government. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Start with a hook, perhaps a quote or a striking statistic about 

women in government. 

●​ You can emphasize the importance of examining this topic, setting 

the tone for why it's relevant today. 

II. Historical Milestones 

A. Women's suffrage 



The fight for women's right to vote culminated in the 19th Amendment in 

1920, following years of protests and activism. Key figures like Susan 

B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were instrumental in this 

movement, organizing rallies and writing extensively to garner support 

for women’s suffrage. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Consider connecting this to broader global movements for women's 

rights to show its significance. 

●​ Briefly mention the opposition they faced, which will highlight 

their persistence. 

B. Notable "firsts" for women in government 

Numerous trailblazers have marked significant "firsts" for women in 

American government. Jeannette Rankin was the first woman elected to 

Congress in 1916, Hattie Caraway became the first woman elected to the 

Senate in 1932, and in 2016, Hillary Clinton was the first woman to be 

a major party’s nominee for president. More recently, Kamala Harris 

made history as the first female Vice President in 2021. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Tie these firsts to the progress made in women's rights, showing 

how each milestone built upon the last. 

●​ You might also mention how these achievements inspired future 

generations of women. 

C. Importance of these milestones 

These milestones were pivotal in demonstrating that women could be 

effective leaders, challenging traditional gender roles, and advancing 

the cause of equality. They laid the groundwork for increased female 

participation in politics, signaling a shift toward a more inclusive 

political landscape. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ This section can be enhanced by discussing how these milestones 

have influenced policy changes and societal perceptions of women 

in leadership. 

III. Current Representation 

A. Statistics on women in Congress 

As of today, there are 153 women in Congress, with 128 in the House of 

Representatives and 25 in the Senate. This represents the highest 

number in history, with women making up approximately 28.5% of 

Congress. While this is a significant improvement from the past, it 

still falls short of equal representation. 

 



Suggestions: 

●​ Integrate a brief comparison to past decades to highlight the 

progress made. 

●​ You could also mention the significance of women of color and 

other marginalized groups within these statistics. 

B. Analysis of representation levels 

While the current level of representation is a positive step forward, 

there is still considerable room for improvement. Given that women 

constitute about half of the population, their representation in 

government should ideally mirror this proportion. Proportional 

representation is vital for ensuring that all societal groups have an 

equitable voice in governance. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Discuss how proportional representation impacts policy-making and 

social justice. 

●​ Mention any recent efforts or movements aimed at increasing 

female representation. 

IV. Policy Priorities 

A. Issues often focused on by women politicians 

Women politicians frequently advocate for policies related to 

healthcare, education, and family support. For example, the Affordable 

Care Act included specific provisions for women's health, and many 

female legislators have championed paid family leave and affordable 

childcare. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Provide examples of specific policies or legislation led by 

women. 

●​ You could also explore how these issues align with broader 

feminist movements. 

B. Reasons for these priorities 

These policy priorities often reflect the unique challenges women face, 

and female politicians may bring personal experiences and insights into 

these areas. Descriptive representation—where elected officials mirror 

the demographics of the population—can lead to more inclusive and 

responsive policies. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Consider discussing how these priorities intersect with other 

marginalized identities, such as race or class. 

●​ Add some analysis on how these priorities have impacted society 

and women's lives. 



V. Intersectionality in Politics 

A. Definition and importance 

Intersectionality refers to how different aspects of a person’s 

identity, such as race, gender, and class, intersect and shape their 

experiences. Coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989, this concept is 

crucial for understanding how overlapping forms of discrimination 

affect individuals, particularly women in politics. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ You might want to provide a real-world example to illustrate 

intersectionality in action. 

●​ Mention the importance of considering intersectionality when 

analyzing political representation. 

B. Impact on women in politics 

The intersection of identities profoundly influences the experiences of 

women in politics. For instance, a Black woman may encounter unique 

challenges that differ from those faced by a white woman or a Latina. 

Shirley Chisholm, the first Black woman elected to Congress, navigated 

both racial and gender discrimination throughout her career. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Expand by discussing how intersectionality can influence policy 

priorities and political strategies. 

●​ Consider referencing current political figures who embody 

intersectional identities. 

VI. Media Representation 

A. Challenges in media portrayal 

The media often scrutinizes women in politics through a biased lens, 

focusing on their appearance or personal lives rather than their 

policies. Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign, for example, saw 

frequent comments on her appearance, detracting from serious 

discussions of her policy positions. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Compare the media treatment of male politicians to that of female 

politicians to emphasize the disparity. 

●​ Discuss the role of social media in shaping these narratives. 

B. Impact on public perception 

This biased media portrayal can distort public perception, leading to 

the undervaluation of women’s capabilities as leaders. Research shows 

that such coverage can undermine women’s credibility and make it more 

difficult for them to be taken seriously in political roles. 

 



Suggestions: 

●​ Consider adding more examples or studies that illustrate this 

impact. 

●​ You might also discuss how women politicians have responded to or 

overcome this challenge. 

VII. Future Prospects 

A. Predictions for women in government 

The future likely holds even greater representation for women in 

government, particularly as more women from diverse backgrounds run for 

office and win elections. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Ground these predictions in current trends or data to make them 

more compelling. 

●​ You might also discuss potential challenges that could slow this 

progress. 

B. Potential impacts 

This increasing diversity is promising, as it brings a broader range of 

voices and perspectives into the political arena. More diverse 

representation can lead to more comprehensive and inclusive policies 

that better address the needs of all citizens. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Explore specific areas of policy that might benefit from 

increased diversity. 

●​ Discuss how this could reshape the political landscape in the 

long term. 

C. Ongoing challenges 

Despite these positive trends, challenges such as gender bias and lack 

of institutional support persist. Continued efforts are necessary to 

address these barriers and foster an environment where women can thrive 

in government roles. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Include examples of ongoing efforts or movements aimed at 

overcoming these challenges. 

●​ You could also discuss potential solutions or policy changes that 

could help. 

VIII. Conclusion 

In conclusion, women have made significant strides in American 

government, yet the journey toward full equality continues. By 

increasing representation and tackling ongoing challenges, we can 



ensure that women’s voices are not only heard but also valued in the 

political arena. 

 

Suggestions: 

●​ Reinforce the importance of ongoing advocacy and activism. 

●​ End with a powerful statement or call to action that ties back to 

your introduction. 

 

These suggestions should help enhance the coherence, depth, and impact 

of your essay, making it a more compelling and polished piece. 

 

 

Explanation: 
It is important to tell the chatbot not to write for you, otherwise it will write the essay sections for 
you, taking away the opportunity for you to think about these topics yourself and how they relate 
to each other. Instead, you are looking for advice. The response from Claude gave me 
suggestions on how to make the essay flow more smoothly. I also asked the chatbot to embed 
the suggestions in my own writing, which makes it easier for me to go through what I have 
section by section rather than trying to incorporate a list of suggestions. After incorporating 
these suggestions, I will have a draft essay ready for feedback. 
 
Follow up prompt: 

Please provide me with feedback on this essay: 

Women have played a crucial role in American government, though 

it took a long and challenging journey for them to achieve this. From 

the battle for suffrage to holding influential positions, women have 

shown they can be great leaders. This essay will explore the historical 

milestones, current representation, and future prospects of women in 

American government. 

“Women belong in all places where decisions are being made.” - 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg. This quote really sets the tone for why examining 

the role of women in government is so important today. It’s relevant 

because even though we’ve come a long way, there’s still a lot of work 

to be done. 

The fight for women’s right to vote ended with the 19th Amendment 

in 1920, after years of protests and activism. Key figures like Susan 

B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were instrumental in this 

movement, organizing rallies and writing a lot to get support for 

women’s suffrage. This wasn’t just an American thing, it was part of a 

broader global movement for women’s rights. They faced a lot of 

opposition, but their persistence paid off. 

Numerous trailblazers have marked significant “firsts” for women 

in American government. Jeannette Rankin was the first woman elected to 

Congress in 1916, Hattie Caraway became the first woman elected to the 



Senate in 1932, and in 2016, Hillary Clinton was the first woman to be 

a major party’s nominee for president. More recently, Kamala Harris 

made history as the first female Vice President in 2021 and is now 

running for president in 2024. Each of these milestones built upon the 

last, showing progress in women’s rights. These achievements inspired 

future generations of women to pursue careers in politics. 

These milestones were important in showing that women could be 

effective leaders, challenging traditional gender roles, and advancing 

the cause of equality. They laid the groundwork for more female 

participation in politics, which is a shift toward a more inclusive 

political landscape. These milestones have influenced policy changes 

and perceptions of women in leadership, making it more acceptable and 

expected for women to hold these positions. 

As of today, there are 153 women in Congress, with 128 in the 

House of Representatives and 25 in the Senate. This represents the 

highest number in history, with women making up approximately 28.5% of 

Congress. While this is a significant improvement from the past, it 

still falls short of equal representation. Comparing this to past 

decades shows a lot of progress, but there’s still a long way to go. 

It’s also important to note the significance of women of color and 

other marginalized groups within these statistics. 

While the current level of representation is a positive step 

forward, there is still considerable room for improvement. Given that 

women make up about half of the population, their representation in 

government should mirror this proportion. Proportional representation 

is important for ensuring that all groups have an equal voice in 

government. This impacts policy-making and social justice, as having 

more women in government can lead to more inclusive policies. Recent 

efforts and movements aimed at increasing female representation are 

crucial for this progress. 

Women politicians often advocate for policies related to 

healthcare, education, and family support. For example, the Affordable 

Care Act included rules for women’s health, and many female legislators 

have supported paid family leave and affordable childcare. Specific 

policies or legislation led by women show their focus on these issues. 

These issues often align with broader feminist movements, aiming for 

equality and better support for families. 

These policy priorities reflect the unique challenges women face, 

and female politicians may bring personal experiences and insights into 

these areas. Descriptive representation—where elected officials mirror 

the demographics of the population—can lead to more inclusive and 

responsive policies. These priorities intersect with other marginalized 

identities, such as race or class, making them even more important. 



Analyzing how these priorities have impacted society and women’s lives 

shows their significance. 

Intersectionality refers to how different aspects of a person’s 

identity, such as race, gender, and class, intersect and shape their 

experiences. Coined by Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989, this concept is 

crucial for understanding how overlapping forms of discrimination 

affect individuals, particularly women in politics. Considering 

intersectionality when analyzing political representation is important 

for a complete understanding. 

The intersection of identities profoundly influences the 

experiences of women in politics. For instance, a Black woman may 

encounter unique challenges that differ from those faced by a white 

woman or a Latina. Shirley Chisholm, the first Black woman elected to 

Congress, navigated both racial and gender discrimination throughout 

her career.  

The media often portrays women in politics through a biased lens, 

focusing on their appearance or personal lives rather than their 

policies. For example, Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign saw 

frequent comments on her appearance, detracting from serious 

discussions of her policy positions. Comparing the media treatment of 

male politicians to that of female politicians emphasizes the 

disparity. The role of social media in shaping these narratives is also 

significant. 

This biased media portrayal can distort public perception, 

leading to women’s capabilities as leaders being undervalued. Research 

shows that such coverage can undermine women’s credibility and make it 

more difficult for them to be taken seriously in politics. 

The future likely holds even greater representation for women in 

government, particularly as more women from diverse backgrounds run for 

office and win elections. This increasing diversity is promising, as it 

brings a broader range of voices and perspectives into the political 

arena. More diverse representation can lead to more comprehensive and 

inclusive policies that better address the needs of all citizens. 

Despite these positive trends, challenges such as gender bias and 

lack of institutional support persist. Continued efforts are necessary 

to address these barriers and foster an environment where women can 

thrive in government roles. 

In conclusion, women have made significant strides in American 

government, from gaining the right to vote to holding high offices like 

Vice President and potential President of the United States. While 

there has been a lot of progress, there is still much work to be done 

to achieve true equality. Increasing representation, addressing policy 

priorities, and overcoming media biases are important steps toward a 



more inclusive and equitable political landscape. The future looks 

promising, but continued efforts are needed to ensure that women can 

fully participate and thrive in government roles. 

 

Response #8 from Claude: 
Your essay on the role of women in American government is 

well-organized and covers key aspects, including historical milestones, 

current representation, and future prospects. Here’s some detailed 

feedback: 

 

### Strengths: 

1. **Clear Structure**: The essay is well-structured with a clear 

introduction, body, and conclusion. You’ve done a good job of outlining 

the topics you will cover, making it easy for the reader to follow. 

   

2. **Historical Context**: The section on historical milestones, such 

as the fight for suffrage and key figures like Susan B. Anthony and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, is well-done. You’ve effectively highlighted 

the significance of these milestones. 

 

3. **Current Representation**: The statistics on current female 

representation in Congress are relevant and well-integrated into the 

essay. This gives the reader a clear picture of where things stand 

today. 

 

4. **Policy Priorities and Intersectionality**: The discussion of the 

policy priorities of female politicians and the concept of 

intersectionality is thoughtful. You’ve successfully linked these 

issues to the broader feminist movement and highlighted their 

importance. 

 

5. **Future Outlook**: The essay concludes with a positive outlook on 

the future of women in government, while also acknowledging the 

challenges that remain. This balanced perspective adds depth to your 

analysis. 

 

### Areas for Improvement: 

1. **Introduction**: While the introduction sets the stage well, it 

could benefit from a more compelling thesis statement that ties 

together the key themes you will explore. For example, you might 

specify that you’ll be examining not just the progress made, but also 

the ongoing challenges and future prospects. 

 



2. **Depth of Analysis**: Some sections could benefit from deeper 

analysis. For instance, when discussing the representation of women in 

Congress, you might explore why the numbers are still relatively low 

despite the progress made. What systemic barriers continue to exist? 

 

3. **Intersectionality**: While you’ve touched on intersectionality, 

you could expand on this concept by providing more examples of how 

different identities intersect and impact women’s experiences in 

politics. For example, discussing how policies supported by women of 

color differ from those supported by white women might add more nuance 

to your argument. 

 

4. **Media Bias**: The section on media bias is strong, but it could be 

strengthened by providing more contemporary examples or statistics on 

how media portrayal affects women’s political careers. You might also 

discuss how social media is changing or reinforcing these biases. 

 

5. **Future Prospects**: While you mention that the future looks 

promising, it might be helpful to provide some specific examples or 

trends that support this claim. Are there any current movements, 

organizations, or initiatives that are working to increase women’s 

representation? 

 

### Minor Edits: 

- **Grammar and Style**: There are a few minor grammatical errors and 

stylistic improvements that could be made for clarity and flow. For 

example, in the sentence, “This wasn’t just an American thing, it was 

part of a broader global movement for women’s rights,” you might say, 

“This was not just an American movement; it was part of a broader 

global push for women’s rights.” 

- **Transitions**: Some of the transitions between paragraphs could be 

smoother. For instance, when moving from the discussion of historical 

milestones to current representation, you might add a transitional 

sentence that links the progress made in the past to the current state 

of affairs. 

 

### Overall Impression: 

Your essay does an excellent job of covering a wide range of important 

topics related to the role of women in American government. With some 

minor revisions and deeper analysis in certain areas, it will be even 

stronger. Keep up the good work! 

 



Explanation: 
From the feedback, it appears that Claude thinks I have a solid first draft! I did not think this was 
possible when I first started out, but Claude helped me to take this one step at a time. Now, I 
can follow the suggestions for improvement and turn in my final draft. 
 

 
This document was created by Anne Fensie for the chapter How to Use AI to Help, Not Hinder, 
Your Learning in the Introduction to AI and Ethics in Higher Education textbook available free on 
EdTechBooks. This content is licensed under Creative Commons BY-NC. 
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