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Bdn d6 khu vuc tranh chdp trén Bién Bong

Gan hai nam qua, My va thé gidi phai tap trung déi pho vdi dai dich Covid-19, vdi tén
that nang né, lam han 664.000 ngudi My chét. Trung Quéc da nhan cd hoi do gia tang
suc ép tai eo bién Dai Loan va Bién Dong, dac biét sau khi My rit quan khoi
Afghanistan, lam chinh quyén Kabul sup d6 nhanh chdéng trudc Taliban, nhu “Cu s6c¢
Viét Nam” nam 1975. Tiép theo bai AUKUS va QUAD trong chién lugc Indo-Pacific
(Viet-studies, 19/10/2021), bai nay sé phan tich van dé bai Loan va Bién Bong trong ban
cG chién lugc My-Trung.

Hai thung thudc sing

DU ¢6 phai “thuyét am muu” (conspiracy theory) hay khdng, Trung Quoc da tranh thd
t6i da “cd hoi trgi cho” (windfall) dé gia tang slc ép tai Dai Loan va Bién bong. Ngay



4/10 la dinh diém khi 49 may bay clia Trung Quoc da xam pham ving nhan dién phong
khong (ADIZ) ctia Bai Loan. Bé doi pho véi tro chai “bén niéng ho chién tranh” cla
Trung Qudc, My d3 cling v8i ddng minh Anh va Uc |3p ra “AUKUS” (15/9) va hop thugng
dinh “QUAD” tai Washington (24/9), nhu mot nudc cd thé mdi trong ban cd chién lugc
My-Trung.

Dai Loan va Bién Bong la hai [0 |ifa chién tranh nhu hai “thung thu6c sing” (power
keg) trong ban ¢ chién ludc MJ-Trung tai An D6 Ducdng-Thai Binh Dudng. Nhung xét vé
thi tu vu tién trong “Igi ich cot [Gi” (core interests) clia Trung Quadc thi Dai Loan quan
trong hon Bién Bong. Trong khi Bai Loan thudc “vong tron déng tam th nhat” (first
concentric circle) va “chudi dao th nhat” (first island chain), trong “chéng tiép
can/chéng xam nhap khu vuc” (Anti-Access/ Area Denial) thi Bién Bong thudc “vong

tron dong tam th hai”,

Xét vé mat dia ly va dan tdc, thi Trung Quoc coi Pai Loan (cling nhu Hongkong) la “mot
tinh cGia Trung Qudc”, va ngudi Dai Loan la mot bo phan cia dan toc Trung Hoa. Sau
khi that bai trong cudc ndi chién tai Trung Quéc, Quoc Dan Dang da rut chay ra Dai
Loan. Vivay, Trung Quadc coi viéc “théng nhat” (hay thon tinh) Dai Loan la muc tiéu
chinh dang va “chi la van dé thgi gian”. Trong khi d6, “Bién BDong chua bao gid thudc vé
Trung Qudc”, va dan toc Vit Nam “chua bao gid bi dong hda” bdi ngudsi Han & Trung

Qudc.

Trung Quéc coi dién bién tai Afghanistan la mét don manh gidng vao uy tin ctia My, lam
ton hai cho cam két “nudc My trd lai” chia Joe Biden. Trudc su hon loan tai Kabul, Tong
thong Dai Loan Thai Anh Van ndi (18/8) “Pai Loan khong ¢é su lua chon nao khac ngoai
viéc phai tang cuong slic manh quéc phong”. Theo ba, “Day khong phai la mét su lua

chon danh cho Dai Loan khi khdng lam gi va chi dua vao su bao vé ctia ngudi khac”.



Néu nhin ngudc lai lich st tU chién tranh Triéu Tién (1950-1953), Trung Quéc tuy rat
ngang ngugc nhung chua bao gid tién hanh chién tranh ma qua mat My. Trong cudc
chién tranh lanh v3i Lién X6 trudc day, My va Trung Qudc da bat tay nhau (“Shanghai
Communique” nam 1972). Trong cudc chién tranh bién gidi Trung-Viét (2/1979) Pang
Tiéu Binh da sang My gap Tong théng Carter dé van dong My ung hd, hodc lam ngg...

Nhung nay thgi thé da thay doi. Tap Can Binh dang diing dau bé may quan su manh
nhat lich st/ Trung Quéc. Mot s6 chuyén gia lap ludn rang Tap da chuan bi hau trugng
dé lam “hoang dé Trung Hoa” thém khoa th( ba (tuf 2022), nén c6 thé muén chinh phuc
Dai Loan “dé lam vudng mién”. (Starting a Fire: US and China Enter Dangerous Territory

Over Taiwan, Chris Buckley & Steven Lee Myers, New York Times, October 9, 2021).
Phan Ung ctia My

Day khong phai l[an dau Trung Quéc de doa chiém Dai Loan. Trong cudc “khing hoang
eo bién Dai Loan” (1995-1996), My da diéu hai tau san bay dén vung bién Dai Loan dé
ran de, budc Trung Quoc phai xuong thang. Theo Ba Thai Anh Van, “Pai Loan ding trén
tuyén dau cla tranh chap toan cau gitfa dan cht tu do va chd nghia chuyén ché... Néu
Dai Loan sup d6 thi hau qua rat tai hai d6i vdi hoa binh khu vuc va nén dan chu.
(Taiwan and the Fight for Democracy, Tsai Ing-wen, Foreign Affairs,

November/December 2021).

Khi Tong thong Biden dudc hdi vé viéc bao vé Dai Loan tai mot cudc gap gd cong ching
(ngay 22/10), 6ng xac nhan, “bung, ching ta c6 cam két phai thuc hién diéu d6”. Sau
dd, ngudi phat ngén cta Nha Trang giai thich, “Khdng cé thay ddi nao trong chinh sach

cla chuing ta... Chung ta sé gilf viing cam két ciia minh theo dao luat “Quan hé vdi Dai



Loan”. Cé thé ndi My van theo du6i dudi chinh sach “ma ho chién lugc” (strategic

ambiguity).

Theo mot bao cdo clia CNAS (26/10/2021), Quan ddi Trung Quoc cd thé chiém dao
Taiping (Pratas) tai Bién Dong do Dai Loan kiém soat, va bién dao nay thanh mot tién
don. Cac chuyén gia cho rang My c6 thé chgi tro “choi ga” (chicken game) véi Trung
Qudc & Pratas, nhung néu khong c6 Nhat ho trg thi vi thé ciia My va Dai Loan sé suy
yéu. Theo cac chuyén gia, day la thé “ludng nan” (dilemma) clia Ldu Nam Goc (In
Taiwan war game, few good options for US to deter China, Dan Lamothe, Washington

Post, October 26, 2021).

Theo Elbridge Colby (nguyén phé trg ly Bo trudng Quoc phong) Trung Quéc da danh 25
nam dé xay dung quan ddi hién dai, ch yéu nham chiém Dai Loan... Trung Quéc hoan
toan cé kha nang chiém Dai Loan vao nam 2025. Xét kha nang xay ra xung dot ldn, ndi
nguy hiém nhat thé gidi hién nay chinh la Bai Loan. Dé tranh xung dot, My phai hanh
dong nhanh dé ran de Bac Kinh. Uu tién cap bach la Dai Loan phai nang cap hé théng
phong thi. My can thay thé “su ma hd chién luge” bang dam bao cliing ran hon déi vdi
Dai Loan (The Fight for Taiwan Could Come Soon, Elbridge Colby, Wall Street Journal,
October 27, 2021).

Trong cudn sach The Strategy of Denial: American Defense in an Age of Great Power
Conflict”, Elbridge Colby cling cho rang trong bat cu tinh huéng xung d6t nao gitta My
va Trung Quéc, chac sé khdi dau ti Dai Loan. Theo Elbridge Colby, M khong phai chi
can bao vé Dai Loan ma con phai cing véi dong minh dé chién thang va c6 thé ngan
chdn dudc xung dot leo thang vuct ra khoi pham vi Bién Dong. (As the US and China
continue to posture, the key will be Taiwan, Clyde Prestowitz, Washington Post,

October 29, 2021).



Theo st gia Niall Ferguson (Hoover Institution, Stanford University), cudc chién tranh
lanh [an th( hai cé “mot giai doan ndng”, va ndi c6 thé xay ra xung dot chinh la Dai
Loan. Diéu dd cé thé xay ra sém vi Tap Can Binh biét rang d6i dau vdi My tuy rat rai ro,
nhung day la thgi diém tot nhat dé lam diéu do, vi My thiéu kha nang ran de vé Dai
Loan. Bac Kinh cho rang hanh dong ngay bay gig t6t hon la chd thém 10 nam nifa. (Will
Xi move on Taiwan? History warns he might: Niall Ferguson, Mikio Sugeno, Nikkei,

September 10, 2021).
Dai Loan va “bay Thucydides”

Trong cudn Hindsight, Insight, Foresight: Thinking about Security in the Indo-Pacific
(do gido su Alexander Vuving chu bién va APCSS xuat ban (9/2020), tac gia cho rang
Bién Bong tuy nguy hiém, nhung khé rgi vao “bay Thucydides” nhu gido su Graham
Allison du bao, vi né theo quy luat “choi ga” (chicken game) chif khong phai “thé ludng
nan cta tu nhan” (prisoner’s dilemma). Néu eo bién Dai Loan nguy hiém nhung cling
theo quy luat “choi ga”, thi hy vong s& khéng rgi vao “bay Thucydides”, tlic chién tranh
khong phai tat yéu.

Theo mét bao cdo clia T6 Cong tac cua Harvard BDanh gia Tiém luc Quan su cua Trung
Qudc thi “thai ky My ba chd vé quan su da qua roi”. Nay hé thong “chong tiép
can/chéng xam nhap khu vuc” (A2/AD) cua Trung Quéc bao gobm “chudi dao thi nhat”
nhu Dai Loan va Biéu Ngu ctua Nhat. Nguyén Th( trudng Quoc phong Michele Flournoy
noi, “My khong con hy vong nhanh chdng chiém uu thé vé khong quan, vi tru, va hang
hai”. (Could the US Lose a War with China Over Taiwan? Graham Allison, National

Interest, October 29, 2021).



Theo cac chuyén gia, 3o tudng vé thang |gi cia nén dan chi tu do va su 16i thdi clia doi
dau nudc Idn, da thac day cac chinh quyén Dan Chd va Cong Hoa theo dudi chu truong
“can du” (engagement) gilp Trung Qudc giau manh. My da tang cudng dau tu vao
Trung Quoc va cho ho vao hé thong thudng mai toan cau (WTO), tudng Trung Quoc sé
trd thanh mot nén dan chd va “mot thanh vién cé trach nhiém” trong trat tu quéc té do
M§ dan dau. Nhung do tudng d6 khong thanh hién thuc, vi My da ngd nhan vé ban chat

cta Trung Quéc.

Tai Chau A, khdng cé ranh gidi rd rang nao chiing té “blc man sat” (Iron Curtain) cla
Trung Quoc sé duy tri dudc 6n dinh. Ngudc lai, mot s6 cudc xung dot tiém an & khu
vuc, tuy cé gidi han va chi st dung vii khi thong thudng, nhung da lam cho chién tranh
“cd thé” (thinkable). P4 la nhiing cudc chién nham kiém soat Dai Loan, Bién Dong, va
quan dao Diéu ngu (Senkaku Islands). (The Inevitable Rivalry: America, China, and the
Tragedy of Great-Power Politics, John Mearsheimer, Foreign Affairs,

November/December 2021).

Trong may thap ky qua, Trung Quoc da Igi dung su ngd nhan cta My dé “gidu minh chg
thgi” va tranh tha troi day trd thanh siéu cudng. Nay Tap Can Binh cho rang Trung
Quéc da dd manh dé canh tranh vdi My, ma khong can “gidu minh cha thai” nifa.
Nh{tng ké hoach day tham vong mang dau an Tap Can Binh da lam nudc My giat minh
tinh ngd. Do la sang kién “Vanh dai Con dudng” (BRI) dé thao tang thé gidi, chién ludc
“Made in China 2025” dé vudn l&n ngang hang véi My, va chién lugc “Pudng LuGi
Bo” dé thau tom Bién Pong va gat My ra khoi khu vic bang “vung xam” (grey

area), véi ham doi “dan quan bién”.



Do chinh la su khac biét giita Bién Pong va Pai Loan. Trong khi Trung Quéc dung
“vung xam” va “dan quan bién” mét cach hiéu qua dé kiém soat Bién Dong va gat
My ra khéi khu vuc, ho khong trién khai “vung xam” va “dan quan bién” tai eo
bién Pai Loan. Trung Quéc khong mudn chién su na ra tai Bién Pong, vi khong
muén doi dau véi My. Theo binh phap Tén TiI, ho chi muén dung “cg vay” dé ap
dao doi phuong. Nhung néu chién su né ra tai eo Bién Dai Loan, thi do sé la mot

cudc “chién tranh thdng thuéng” (conventional war).

Sau chién tranh Viét Nam, My van cé can cd quan su va luc lugng manh (gém khong
quan, hai quan, tén I(fa, va linh thay danh bd) dong tai Nhat Ban va Han Quéc, nhung
khong co luc lugng thudng truc nhu vay dong tai cac nudc ASEAN. Tai sao can can luc
lugng (balance of forces) va cd cdu an ninh (security architechture) & hai khu vuc nay
khac nhau nhu vay? Phai chang vi Trung Quoc va My déu coi trong Dai Loan va bong
Bac A hon? DU mudn hay khdng, d6 [a nhitng thuc té khé phi nhan trong ban ¢ chién
luUgc nudc ldn.

Thay 18i két

NGi cach khac, xét vé [gi ich c6t |6i clia Trung Qudc, Pai Loan quan trong han Bién
Pong. Xét vé cam két cia My v3i ddng minh, thi Dai Loan va Bong Bac A cling quan
trong hon, khong chi vi ban dao Triéu Tién, ma con vi cam két cia My doi véi Nhat Ban
va Han Quéc 4 hai ddng minh quan trong nhat & Dong A. Nhung ndi nhu vay khéng cé
nghia la Bién Dong kém quan trong han Dai Loan, ma phai dat ca hai trong tam nhin
chién lugc An B Dudng-Théi Binh Dudng, véi AUKUS va QUAD dé két néi mang udi

dong minh.



Nhung trong may nam tdi, dii cing thang dén dau, My va Trung Quéc chua sdn
sang cho mét cudc chién thuc su, tuy c6 thé de doa “bén miéng hé chién tranh”
(war brinkmanship) dé thif gan nhau. Theo Reuters (7/10) trudc cang thang tai eo
bién Pai Loan, My va Trung Qudc da théa thuan vé nguyén tac dé lanh dao hai
nudc gap nhau (truc tuyén) vao cudi nam. Tiép theo dién dam giifa Joe Biden va
Tap Can Binh (9/9), Jake Sullivan (¢6 van an ninh quéc gia) va Duong Khiét Tri (dac
trach d6i ngoai) vua gdp nhau tai Thuy Si (26/10).

Trong béi canh dai dich Covid-19 da x6 day thé gidi vao khiing hoang y té va kinh
té toan cau, vdi nhiing hé qua kho lWong, nén déi dau My-Trung ciing budc phai
diéu chinh theo mat cach tuong Ung va linh hoat. N6i cach khac, nhu Ngoai truéng
Anthony Blinken da tuyén b6, “Quan hé ctia ching ta véi Trung Quéc sé la canh
tranh khi can, hop tac khi ¢6 thé, va ddi dau khi bat budc” (A Foreign Policy for the

American People, March 3, 2021).
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