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Leila Khaled (Arabic: 3 4, Arabic pronunciation: ['lajla 'xa:led]; born April 9, 1944) is a
member of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and an airline hijacker who
was later released in a prisoner exchange for civilian hostages kidnapped by her fellow PFLP

members
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She is currently a member of the Palestinian National Council.

Khaled came to public attention for her role in a 1969 hijacking and one of four simultaneous

hijackings the following year as part of the Black September timeline.
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Interview:
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LMADO: What does peaceful and non-violent resistance means for someone like

yourself, who chose armed resistance as a mean for liberation?

LK: Resistance takes more than one face. It can be all kinds of resistance. Non violent
and violent. I am ok with those who choose non-violence. We are not going to liberate
our country by armed struggle only. Other kinds of resistance are necessary. The
political one, diplomatic one, the non violent one. We need to use whatever we have got.
For more than 10 years now, people have been demonstrating in Bil'in, in Nabi
Saleh....protesting the wall and the annexation of the land. How is Israel dealing with it?
Violence, tear gas, bombs... Do you think it is acceptable to have an army with a huge
arsenal, against people holding banners? I am ok with using all means of resistance. We
cannot say that non-violent resistance alone will achieve our rights. We are facing an
apartheid State, Zionism as a movement, the Americans, and in general, the West,
which supports Israel. When the balance of forces changes, then we can start thinking

about negotiating.

LMADO: It is always easier to advocate for armed resistance when the general public
knows who is the oppressor and who is the oppressed. Your actions in 69 and 70 were
about that, correct? To put Palestine on the map. Do you think the educational process
of showing another face of Palestine, showing that the Palestinians have legitimacy

and are in the right, has been done enough since the 70s?

LK: Let’s take the example of Vietnam. Or of Algeria and South Africa. People needed
time to convince the whole world of the just cause of their struggle. It took time. In the
end, the world realized that those who are oppressed have the right to resist the way
they want to. Nobody can impose a form of resistance on us. We chose armed struggle.

We did not achieve our goals. Then the intifada broke out and the whole world took us
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seriously. We gained the support of people all over the world. Still, we did not reach our
goals because the leadership was not brave enough at that time to escalate the intifada,
to take it to another level. Israel was ready to accept to withdraw from the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip. But our leadership failed us. The intifada was the choice of the
people. If you go back to the beginning of the resistance and holding arms. It was a
necessity for the Palestinians after 1967. We depended on the Arab countries to restore
our homeland. But they failed us too. Israel occupied more of Palestine. So we decided
to take our destiny into our hands. By waging an armed struggle. Nowadays people are
waiting but they realize that these negotiations will get us nowhere. Our past
experiences with Israel have shown us that they cannot be trusted. They do not respect
their words. Threaten us all the time. Abu Mazen is not a partner for peace? Who is?
Sharon? Netanyahu? This right-wing government? This is not a government, it is a gang,
essentially, which represents the settlers, the fascists, the racists. The lie began last
century. That this was the land of the Jews. The bible gave it to them. Is this
democratic? The world in 1948 accepted this lie. God promised us the land! As if God

was an estate agent. This is a colonial project. This is the main issue of the conflict.
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LMADO: The struggle is about ending Israel’s settler colonial project, then, ending
apartheid. What will happen, in your opinion, the day after? The day after victory? An

Algerian like solution, or a South African one?

LK: We have always offered the more human solution. A place where everybody lives on
an equal basis. Jewish, Muslims, I do not care about the religion of the person. I believe
in the human being itself. Human beings can sit together and can decide together the
future of this land. But I cannot accept that I do not have the right, now, to go back to
my city. Like six million Palestinians. We are not allowed to go there. We are offering a
human and democratic solution. Nobody can tell me that we cannot decide the fate of
our country because we are refugees. What happened to us is a first in history, as far as I
know. People being chased away from their homes and another people, coming from
very far away, taking their places. The Israelis were citizens of other countries. Israel,

thanks to various organizations, before 1948, built an army, Okay, but there was no



society. They brought people from outside. Even now, there are huge contradictions in
this country and this society. People come from different cultures, some do not even
speak Hebrew. We do not want more blood, but are obliged to resist. We have the right
to live in our homeland. When the Israelis realize that as long as they do not budge this
conflict will be endless, they should accept our solution. Some Israelis have already

understood that. That you cannot go on fighting forever. What for?

LMADO: Can you talk to us about the role of women in the resistance. And do you
think your actions, the hijackings in 69 and 70, did more for Palestine, or for women

around the world, or both?

LK: The hijackings were a tactic only. We wanted to release our prisoners and were
obliged to make a very strong statement. We also had to ring a bell, for the whole world,
that we the Palestinians are not only refugees. We are a people that has a political and a
human goal. The world gave us tents, used- clothes and food. They built camps for us.
But we were more than that. Nowadays there are plans to end the camps, because they
are a witness of 1948. Women, are part of our people, they feel the same injustices. So
they get involved. Women give life. So they feel the danger even more than men. When
they are involved, they are more faithful to the revolution because they defend the lives
of their children too. When I gave birth to two children, I became more and more
convinced that I had to do my best to defend them and build a better future for them. I
felt for women who had lost their children. So I think my actions had an impact on both,
to answer your question. The popular front slogan was: “Men and Women together in
the struggle for the liberation of our homeland”. The P.F.L.P implemented that by giving
a place to women in the military. At the same time, women also played a big role in
defending the interior front, the families. Thousands of Palestinian women are now
responsible for their families. After all the wars, the massacres, the arrests, the killings
by Israel, these women protected their families from being dispersed. Also, women are

now educated, they work, they travel, go to university and so on. Before the revolution, it



was not like that. Now it is. And it is a must. You can see that women are involved in

many aspects of the struggle and society. Whether it is inside or outside Palestine.

LMADO: Lina Makboul who directed the film “Leila Khaled; Hijacker” implies in her
last question in the film that your actions did more harm than anything to the

Palestinian people. The film stops right after the question. What did you answer?

LK: She told me she did this for cinematic purposes. But I did not like that. The fact that
people could not hear my answer. My answer was no, of course! My actions were my
contribution to my people, to the struggle. We did not hurt anyone. We declared to the
whole world that we are a people, living through an injustice, and that the world had to
help us to reach our goal. I sat with Lina for hours and hours you know, telling her the

whole story. She told me afterwards that Swedish TV only wanted the question.
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