
==== I started the petition below on March 20th. As of March 31st, no longer sending this text in 
the petition, but leaving below for transparency === 

We call on the Governor of Georgia, Brian Kemp, to order an immediate shelter-in-place. 

Specifically, just as Governor Gavin Newsom has declared for 40 million people in California, 

●​ People must be ordered to stay home except for essential needs. 
●​ Vulnerable populations must stay home. 
●​ Everyone is required stay home except to get food, care for a relative or friend, get 

necessary health care, or go to an essential job. 
●​ Going outside for walks is allowed, but keep at least 6 feet distance. 

Bars, nightclubs, dine-in restaurants, gyms, all must be closed. We cannot hesitate. Italy has 
shown us what happens if we do not take decisive and severe action. 

From Italy: "The beginning of the outbreak had the exact same number of infections in China, 
Italy, and other countries. The difference is that China strongly and quickly locked down Wuhan 
and all of the Hubei region 8 days before Italy. Just 8 days of delay for the Italy lockdown will 
result in an enormous increase in the number of total deaths in Italy with respect to 
China." 

We can see the trajectory in Italy, a nation of 60 million people: 

●​ Feb 25:  322 confirmed cases and 10 deaths. 
●​ March 1st: 1694 cases and 34 deaths total. 
●​ March 9th, Shut down. 9172 cases and 400 deaths total. 
●​ On March 19, 475 people died in a single day (3k deaths, 35.7k cases total). 
●​ On March 24, 743 people died in a single day (6.8k deaths, 69k cases total). The 

effects of the lockdown will not show up for a few days yet. 

Georgia has 10 million people, not 60 million. 

●​ March 19: We have 287 cases, and 10 deaths total, but we have 1/6 the population, so 
we are at the equivalent of (287*6 ~= 1700) cases. We are at Italy's "March 1st", we 
cannot wait to be Italy's "March 9th"! 

●​ Update: March 24: We are still following the exact same trajectory as Italy. We have 
1026 cases, and 32 deaths total, but we have 1/6 the population, so we are at the 
equivalent of (1026*6 ~= 6,156) cases. We are at Italy's "March 7th", we cannot wait 
to be Italy's "March 9th"!​
 

https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E5AOOKQrFrhNtl5au1N5FCBqKmJiRtwwUjXIBT2vMSc/edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_coronavirus_pandemic_in_Italy


Italy surpassed China in number of deaths on Mar. 19, and as of Mar. 24, now has 2x as 
many deaths, in a population that is only 4% the size of China. We cannot wait another 
week to shut down, we must do so now! 

China shutdown a population of 56 million people (in 16 cities) with less than 1300 known 
cases. In the epidemic trajectory, Georgia passed that on Mar 19! After locking down, 
Wuhan built a 1600 bed hospital in 10 days, and still was overrun. But they were able to draw on 
resources from surrounding regions that had shut down earlier in their own trajectories. By 
shutting down early, we help our neighbors too. 

The path of the pandemic is clear. But if we act now instead of in a week, we will save 
thousands of lives. 

Listen to doctors, stop worrying about government overreach, and start worrying about 
residents. Urging people to do things is not strong leadership. No employer is going to feel 
urged to close down, and vulnerable populations are still going to work. Humans are social by 
nature and won't feel urged to not see friends. Shutting down must be a state-wide 
requirement. 

The economic fallout will be huge: business will fail and people will lose their jobs. But waiting 
will only make it exponentially worse. We need to learn from the thousands of deaths in 
China and Italy (and Spain, which had 458 people die on just one day: March 23). We are not 
somehow different from them and above the force of nature. 

I am proud to be a Georgian. But let Georgia be a leader, not a follower. Let us 
#shutdownGA and work together to overcome this pandemic. 

Governor Kemp, please order an immediate shelter-in-place order for Georgia. 

  

●​ Translation to Spanish: Tenemos que decirle al Gobernador Kemp que cierre Georgia 
AHORA, salvara vidas #shutdownGA 

●​ Chinese (WIP): 告诉州长坎普：今天关闭佐治亚州，挽救生命#shutdownGA 
●​ Email me at sineform2020@gmail.com if you would like to add a translation. 

  

  

Updates 

Midnight Monday; Governor Kemp has not declared a stay-at-home, while Atlanta Mayor 
Bottoms has. We need to keep pushing! 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/timeline-china-coronavirus-spread-200126061554884.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leishenshan_Hospital
https://midnightmass.substack.com/p/50-medical-docs-warn-of-massachusetts
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/kemp-rejects-statewide-shutdown-brace-for-coronavirus-scrambles-for-health-supplies/0pYYAFVOkyV4VIhLkEJajK/
https://github.com/nouyang/shutdownGA_translations/blob/master/es.md
https://github.com/nouyang/shutdownGA_translations/blob/master/es.md
https://github.com/nouyang/shutdownGA_translations/blob/master/zh.md
https://www.ajc.com/blog/politics/breaking-kemp-bans-many-large-gatherings-orders-shelter-place-for-medically-fragile/LRp3MUBsORkUJjjaoBZZYK/
https://www.ajc.com/news/breaking-news/breaking-atlanta-mayor-signs-day-stay-home-order-due-coronavirus-pandemic/HpYoORZDNNqdIWc3QfKWwK/
https://www.ajc.com/news/breaking-news/breaking-atlanta-mayor-signs-day-stay-home-order-due-coronavirus-pandemic/HpYoORZDNNqdIWc3QfKWwK/


Continue to use resist.bot to contact your representatives, and/or 

Fill out Governor Kemp's contact form. 

Other useful links: 

●​ Our website 
●​ The official GAMyVoter 
●​ The shutdown.pdf analysis 
●​ First 8000 signatures as PDF 

p.s. I initially posted this to /r/coronavirusGA, people are active there 

p.p.s. If you know any healthcare workers, please consider sharing this handbook by clinicians 
from Zhejiang University 

 

https://resist.bot
https://gov.georgia.gov/contact-us/constituent-services
https://sites.google.com/view/shutdownga/
https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
http://web.mit.edu/nouyang/Public/shutdown.pdf
http://web.mit.edu/nouyang/Public/PetitionSignatures.pdf
https://www.reddit.com/r/CoronavirusGA
https://twitter.com/JackMa/status/1240105193577930754

