Diplomatic Showdown: Inside the India-Canada Conflict
and Its Global Fallout

In recent months; the diplomatic relationship between India and Canada has hit its lowest point
in years. The escalating tensions have drawn global attention with both nations entangled in
accusations, diplomatic expulsions and policy stalemates. This article aims to provide an
overview of how this crisis developed, the key issues at play and what the future might hold for
India-Canada relations.

The Catalyst: The Assassination of Hardeep Singh Nijjar

The current diplomatic fallout traces back to the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar in June 2023.
Nijjar was a prominent Sikh separatist leader in Canada advocating for the creation of Khalistan,
an independent Sikh state in India’s Punjab region. While he was a Canadian citizen, India had
labeled him a terrorist in 2020 due to his alleged involvement in extremist activities aimed at
destabilizing India.

On June 18, 2023, Nijjar was shot dead outside a Sikh temple in Surrey, British Columbia. His
assassination sparked a wave of outrage among Sikh communities in Canada, where the pro
Khalistan movement continues to have significant support. The issue however, took a diplomatic
turn when Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau publicly alleged that Indian agents were
involved in the assassination, sparking an international controversy. India vehemently denied
these accusations, calling them "absurd" and "unsubstantiated."

Diplomatic Expulsions and Rising Tensions

In response to the allegations, Canada expelled a senior Indian diplomat in September 2023.
India retaliated almost immediately, ordering a Canadian diplomat to leave the country. These
initial expulsions were just the beginning of what has become a deepening diplomatic rift.

Tensions continued to escalate in October 2023, when India suspended visa services for
Canadian citizens, a rare and drastic diplomatic move. India cited security concerns and further
alleged that Canada was harboring extremist elements particularly from the Khalistani
movement. This shutdown of visa services has strained personal and business travel between the
two nations, causing significant disruption to people-to-people ties.

India's Diplomatic Withdrawal

The situation took another turn in October 2024 when India withdrew its High Commissioner
and other diplomats from Canada, citing concerns over their safety. This move came after
Canada claimed that Indian government agents were not only involved in Nijjar’s killing but
were also linked to various other credible threats against Sikh activists in Canada. According to



the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), there were over a dozen imminent threats
allegedly connected to Indian agents, further straining the already fragile diplomatic relationship.

India, however, dismissed these allegations as baseless and accused Canada of failing to protect
its diplomatic staff in a climate of rising violence and extremism. India has long accused Canada
of being soft on Khalistani activists, many of whom openly advocate for the secession of Punjab
from India. The Indian government sees this as a direct threat to its national security and
territorial integrity.

Key Issues at Play

The diplomatic tensions between India and Canada are deeply rooted in the issue of Khalistan.
The Khalistan movement, which seeks to establish an independent Sikh state is banned in India
but has found supporters among the Sikh diaspora, particularly in Canada. India has repeatedly
accused Canada of providing a safe haven for separatist activities that threaten its sovereignty.

Canada, on the other hand, has stressed the importance of freedom of expression and peaceful
activism, although it has also recognized the need to address extremism. Prime Minister Trudeau
has faced criticism at home for what some see as a mishandling of foreign policy, using the India
issue to divert attention from domestic scandals and challenges.

Global Implications and Sanctions Talk

The deterioration in India-Canada relations has drawn the attention of international allies.
Canada has hinted at potentially taking stronger actions against India, including working with its
Five Eyes intelligence partners (which include the U.S., U.K., Australia and New Zealand) and
G7 nations to impose sanctions or other punitive measures.

While direct sanctions have not yet been imposed; Canada has stated that "all options are on the
table." This has raised concerns that the diplomatic row could spill over into broader economic
and political arenas, particularly if allies of Canada decide to take collective action against India.
Such a move could further isolate India diplomatically, though it remains a significant global
player, particularly with its growing alliances in BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa)

The Future of India-Canada Relations

As of now, the outlook for India-Canada relations appears grim. With neither side showing any
willingness to back down, the diplomatic freeze is likely to continue. Trade talks between the
two countries have already been halted and the suspension of visa services remains in place. The
political climate in both countries, with elections looming in Canada, adds another layer of
complexity to the situation.



The key to resolving the crisis lies in addressing the underlying issue of the Khalistan movement
and finding a diplomatic path forward. However, given the current level of hostility, it is unclear
when, or if, that will happen anytime soon.

Conclusion

The diplomatic spat between India and Canada is a complex issue that goes beyond mere
allegations. It involves deep rooted political, cultural and security concerns that have been
simmering for years. The assassination of Hardeep Singh Nijjar brought these issues to the
forefront, but the broader implications for India-Canada relations are far reaching. Until both
nations find a way to engage in constructive dialogue, this diplomatic standoff is likely to
continue, with potential consequences for global diplomacy and international cooperation.
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