
Chinese Immersion Culture, History, and Media  
          

  
Unit 1 Education: 

Comparing 
China/America  
 

 AP Theme(s): 
●​ Contemporary life  
●​ Families and   

         Communities 
 

 

Estimated Time:   
5-6 weeks 
  

  
★​ Target = full control within Intermediate Low (7th Grade) 

★ Use formulaic and rote utterances with increasing detail, plus begin to create with language 
(adapt learned material to express personal meaning)     
★ Ask and answer questions     
★Deal with simple social situations                 
★Topics focusing on me and on common aspects of daily life 
★Use of discrete sentences and occasionally use strings of sentences 
★Full control in present tense, partial control in past and future tenses. 

●​ plus scaffolded exposure and practice with Intermediate Mid level texts and tasks 

 
★ Target = full control within  Intermediate Mid (8th Grade) 

Proficiency Target = full control within Intermediate Mid 
★ Create with language (adapt learned material to express personal meaning) 
★ Ask and answer questions 
★ Deal with simple social situations 
★ Topics focusing on “me” 
★ Use of discrete sentences and strings of sentences 
★ Full control in present tense, partial control in past and future tenses 

●​ …plus scaffolded exposure and practice with Advanced level texts and tasks  

 



 

Essential Questions: 
♦​ How does education relate to your definition of success?  
♦​ How are Chinese schools different from American schools?  
♦​ How has education changed over time?  
 
Cultural Competencies: 
Products: 

●​ Describe schools in China, and in the U.S. (the facilities, classrooms, equipment, etc.) 
Practices: 

●​ Make some generalizations about the school systems in different cultures (schedules, 
teacher/student relationships, the testing/grading systems, etc.) 

●​ Contrast practices in past and present educational systems (Optional) 
Perspectives: 

●​ Compare and contrast attitudes toward education across US/Chinese cultures.  
 

 

I Can Statements: 
●​ I can compare my school life to that of a Chinese student’s school life. 
●​ I can talk about the basics of Chinese traditional civil examination system 
●​ I can describe the difference between Chinese and American education systems 

 
 

Lesson 1 (Focus on 
Speaking/Conversation) 

Material: Video/youtube/CD 
etc. (You can do several 
videos) 

2-3 Activities per video 

Pre  
-Develop background knowledge 

During   
-Watch sections of video to answer 

Post 
-Answer comprehension questions  

 



-Vocabulary (Quizlet or PPT w free 
photos) 
-graphic organizer 

questions or fill in graphic organizer 
 -repeated watching 
 

-retelling, summaries 
 
Speaking Activities: 
Surveys, jigsaws, four-corners, 
fishbowl, debate, etc. 
 

●​ Preview Activity 
●​ Warm up Activity (A Chinese School) 
●​ Vocabulary 刚正的一天 Quizlet (中文和

拼音) 
●​ Vocabulary 刚正的一天 Quizlet (中文和

字义)  
●​ Vocabulary 科举制度 Quizlet 

 
 

●​ 杭州少年－刚正的一天 (DVD) 
●​ Learn about 科举 
●​ 科举考试视频  
●​ 科举制度 PPT 

 

●​ 杭州少年－刚正的一天 Kahoot 
●​ 杭州少年 Listening Comp 

questions  
●​ 科举制度 Group Chat Activity 
●​ Create/Narrate a Story 

 
 
 

I Can Statements: 
 

●​ I can discuss my classes and schedule 
●​ I can debate the pros and cons of specific class subjects 

 
 

Lesson 2  
Bridged/Authentic Reading 

Material:  
Readings  (Can add reading 
section of less than 300 
characters) 
 

2-3 Activities 

Pre 
-Develop background knowledge 
-Vocabulary (Quizlet/PPT) 
-graphic organizer 

During  
-Active/guided reading strategies 
(teacher read, choral read, group read 
(popcorn), pair read etc. 
-annotation 

Post 
-Comprehension questions  
-retelling, summaries 
 
Speaking Activities: 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IA6OQ2LqFwZs5ZremKyk6Wi2uG5pApN85sIHiNoeC9s/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18097x5u2OHWRnR17DQJglfogEsgxOXiP_u4fpHarFKo/edit
https://quizlet.com/142439152/flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/142439152/flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/142440094/flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/142440094/flash-cards/
https://quizlet.com/144562753/flash-cards/?new
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-39MiqIcGAriPAh7xIt8wZuuwWiWLIfJco32mQIYgZo/edit#
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMfg1-VU3GI
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1puOzYf492B8-de4toO82_bBZ3NkgPihYY_HT6mTf6lI/edit#slide=id.p4
https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/67d18478-0b19-4979-9c1e-f139c969424d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kcVczJMB5AMo9GrHrNPmdJtK0XMpXv5_3nfGO0uvCaA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kcVczJMB5AMo9GrHrNPmdJtK0XMpXv5_3nfGO0uvCaA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ySHmAOlgxcO-58YN6ugMY5rZCtBVO3gsn6r0bZzN9iU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18W1b9ybegxpp4WD9cTi0ozj6Nh_DIZNtVDJafqZ5VTs/edit#


Surveys, jigsaw, 
four-corners, fishbowl, debate, 
etc. 

●​ Preview Discussion 
  

     2.學科和課表p.92-93 
      Chinese For Youth  
     遠東少年中文 Level 3 

●​ Chinese Students’ Bell 
Schedule 

●​ Mini-Debate​  

 

I Can Statements: 
 

●​ I can give a basic written introduction to my school, regarding size and facilities. 
●​ I can understand some differences between American and Chinese schools.  
●​ I can put the above understanding into writing to help Chinese students adapt. 

 
Lesson 3  
Readings (Bridged/Authentic) 

Materials: 
 

2-3 Activities 

Pre 
-Develop background knowledge 
-Vocabulary 
-graphic organizer 
 
 

During (guided) 
During  
-Active/guided reading strategies 
(teacher read, choral read, group read 
(popcorn), pair read etc. 
-annotation 

 Post 
- Writing Activity 

 
●​ Preview Activity 
●​ 《新同学》生词 

 
 
 

 
“New Classmate”, p. 104-105, Go 
Chinese Go 500, Cengage 
Learning Asia Pte Ltd  
 

●​ Kahoot 
●​ Create a new student 

orientation poster 
●​ Letter to Prospective 

Student (w/ rubric) 
 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18aeY4Wzn0TLe9x_fyOrbHyJoeji-xe-ZRmvChB45RbA/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LrHInULkafXSfewCkSzFhN-wTvhxwj-1VCUiV9VF4pg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LrHInULkafXSfewCkSzFhN-wTvhxwj-1VCUiV9VF4pg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JZW_cquvxUvhJmuOPeEDaXO7yz-vcN9Opqgh8PmgNHA/edit
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1n3ph_mNfPJmdZKNr-S_63npClP-Zp207TjkWvgu2pGY
https://quizlet.com/_2cy2fb
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1f9BGRawRtuP3SMytmCNhmUYyL_bA0yJRByuRDmKBxYU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1f9BGRawRtuP3SMytmCNhmUYyL_bA0yJRByuRDmKBxYU
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1f9BGRawRtuP3SMytmCNhmUYyL_bA0yJRByuRDmKBxYU
https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/46382fba-d49d-401e-a8dc-617b7275b0a7
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TtmgG2GAHj6LnkEin_Sfe5Xmg1iASo6Da_aV4MnKWyQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TtmgG2GAHj6LnkEin_Sfe5Xmg1iASo6Da_aV4MnKWyQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PXtu2uB9BGM0mau1180kShbleUsedAjOOyl80FY_Erk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PXtu2uB9BGM0mau1180kShbleUsedAjOOyl80FY_Erk


 
 

Lesson 4 (Project) 
Unit 1 Project: Introduce My 
School 

Task-based Project  
Coordinate with Sister-School 
 

I Can Statements: 
●​ I can describe a place in my school to others/sister school. 
●​ I can describe my school life to others/sister school.  

 
Materials: 
Review vocabulary/discussions from previous lessons  
 

Rubric #1 
Rubric #2 

Instructions: 
Unit 1 #1 Project: Introduce My School 
Unit 1 #2 Project: My School Life 
 
 

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10qChhcb8C2V3KT5SnJYGEIV71U8dCrNYWxrx-EJLFWg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NtMiXhOPR7GkSYzPQGJh-llK1qc0EGBxqLMYhZ6nowc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10qChhcb8C2V3KT5SnJYGEIV71U8dCrNYWxrx-EJLFWg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NtMiXhOPR7GkSYzPQGJh-llK1qc0EGBxqLMYhZ6nowc/edit?usp=sharing

