MVLA
2026-27
COURSE INFORMATION SHEET

Course Title: English Il

School: Freestyle Academy

UC/CSU requirement: Yes/Yes, b

Textbook and/or other learning resources: Red (John Logan), Your Story Matters (Nikesh Shukla), There There
(Tommy Orange), selections from Seeing Silicon Valley (Mary Beth Meehan and Fred Turner), selections from How to Do
Nothing: Resisting the Attention Economy (Jenny Odell), selections from Citizen: An American Lyric (Claudia Rankine).
Short works from selected authors: William Shakespeare, Safia Elhillo, Clint Smith, Ada Limén, Ross Gay, Alice Walker,
Tim O'Brien, George Saunders, Ted Chiang, Billy Collins, Brendan Constantine, David Foster Wallace, Heidi Czerwiec,
Maggie Nelson, Monica Ong.

Canvas course link: https://mvla.instructure.com/courses/12377

Course Description/Student Learning Outcomes:

In this course, juniors study and compose literature and visual media to develop their critical thinking and provide ideas
and written material for their integrated Freestyle media project work. Readings and writing assignments are organized
according to a central theme: “The value of attention in art and storytelling.” The curriculum places a significant focus on
the power of the counternarrative, examining how contemporary visual artists and writers embrace complexity in their
work; challenge dominant cultural narratives regarding success, identity, productivity, and history; and invite us to
reclaim our attention. This course is integrated with Freestyle’s Digital Media and Career Technical Education (CTE)
pathways. Students build academic mastery of the Common Core English Language Arts Standards for Grades 11-12
while simultaneously developing professional habits aligned with the California CTE Arts, Entertainment, and Design
(AED) Anchor Standards.

More specifically, students will be able to:

1. Apply complex literary, rhetorical, and artistic terminology to close readings of contemporary drama, poetry,
fictional narratives, and creative nonfiction.

2. Enter multi-disciplinary conversations regarding history, philosophy, culture, and technology through
research-based projects, structured small-group activities, and whole-class Socratic circles.

3. Cultivate a deliberate writing practice—utilizing iterative drafting, peer critique, and process-driven reflection to
compose original poetry, fiction, essays, and print- and web-ready publications—to develop an authentic voice,
a human-centered creative vision, and critical thinking skills around technology and communication.

4. Maintain professional work habits, including meeting deadlines, responsible collaboration, tech readiness,
ethical decision making, and organization of digital files and analog evidence of the writing process.

Course Outline/Units of Study:

Semester 1 Semester 2
Project 1: Poiesis Project 3: Counternarratives
e Compose a reflective essay on personal e Analyze and interpret nonfiction writing and media
experiences / personal history as a writer (book, photography, animation, film)
e Analyze a contemporary play and various pieces e Write a project proposal for a research-driven
of visual art, applying the basic terminology of nonfiction or creative nonfiction piece
drama and art theory. e Use the research process to practice inquiry
e Identify and apply poetic terms and techniques. e Present initial source material (photography,
e Analyze and interpret poetry. published works of interest relating to proposed
e Compose original poetry. subject) for group feedback
e Present poetry product and process via recitation e Synthesize various research sources, narrative
and explanation of creative intention. elements, and photography in the creation of an
original nonfiction work



https://mvla.instructure.com/courses/12377

. . e Make photographs to represent the complexity of
Project 2: Narrative a subject creatively and position those
e Analyze and interpret literary elements and photographs in conversation with written text
structures in fictional narratives of varying forms e Revise and edit for publication
(flash fiction, short story, novel) e Translate research and narrative content into
e Create a short story with effective media
characterization, narrative perspective, plot, and
stylistic elements. Project 4: Revision, Publication, and Explorations
e Revise and edit for publication e Update original reflective essay on personal
e Translate short story to multimedia experiences / personal history as a writer,
e Write an extended reflection on communicating integrating experiences from the school year.
complex ideas through storytelling e Revise portfolio of writing, website and select
pieces for print publication
e Present the process of developing a particular
creative/technical skill with multimedia support

Assessment and Grading (BP 5121 / AR 5121): To ensure that every student has an equal opportunity to
demonstrate their learning, the course instructors implement aligned grading practices and common assessments with the
same frequency.

1. Grading categories and their percentage weights:

In alignment with Mountain View-Los Altos District Board Policy and Administrative Regulations and grounded
in equitable grading practices (Feldman, 2018), semester grades in this English course reflect what students
know and can do. Because this English course is embedded within Freestyle Academy of Communication Arts
and Technology and integrated with its CTE media classes, each final semester grade is divided into two
distinct, standards-aligned components:

e Academic Mastery (80% of the semester grade): Proficiency in project-related, priority 11th—12th
Grade ELA Common Core State Standards (Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language)
demonstrated over the course of the semester.

e Professional Work Habits (20% of the semester grade): Measured by California CTE Arts
Entertainment, and Design (AED) Anchor Standards, with particular emphasis on standards for meeting
deadlines, best practices, ethics, and collaboration. These standards are measured on a cumulative
basis.

2. Achievement evidence collected:

e First Semester Assignments:

o Who | Am (As a Writer) Reflection

o Poetry

o Presentation of Poem via Recitation + Intention Statement

o  Short Story

o Literary Analysis

o English notebook (brainstorming and other pre-writing exercises, reading notes, first drafts,
etc.)

o Assignments collected in Canvas

o Assignments collected via handwritten paper notebook

o Reading discussions

o Evidence of collaboration and peer feedback
e Second Semester Assignments:
o Research-based Nonfiction or Creative Nonfiction
Visual Media Analysis
Who | Am Now (As a Writer) Reflection
Explorations Presentation
English notebook (brainstorming and other pre-writing exercises, reading notes, first drafts,
etc.)
Assignments collected in Canvas
Assignments collected via handwritten paper notebook
Reading discussions
Evidence of collaboration and peer feedback

O O O O

O O O O



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QHUko9GfkX8R3UfobqZEtTZedbkTL1OK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zfmEtqFTMAlTUotev67OAB2qmF5wuTAf/view?usp=sharing
https://crescendoedgroup.org/grading-for-equity/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmAO3wrZjZ09w9ZW5HMUYc6hd6qp7rb3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114828405274162482629&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmAO3wrZjZ09w9ZW5HMUYc6hd6qp7rb3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114828405274162482629&rtpof=true&sd=true

3. Grading scales: The following 4-point scale will be applied to each assignment and assessment in the
gradebook based on defined rubrics:
4 (A) Exceeds Standards

(B) Meets Standards

(C) Approaches Standards

(D) Begins Standards

0 (F) Insufficient or No Evidence

The final weighted average = 80% Academic / 20% Professional Work Habits

3
2
1

Grading Scale: Your final weighted average (80% Academic / 20% Professionalism) maps directly to your final
letter grade using this uniform scale:

Letter Average Score Range

Grade
A 3.85-4.00
A- 3.50-3.84
B+ 3.15-3.49
B 2.85-3.14
B- 2.50-2.84
C+ 2.15-2.49
C 1.85-2.14
C- 1.50 - 1.84
D+ 1.15-1.49
D 0.85-1.14
D- 0.50 — 0.84
F 0.00 —0.49

4. Homework/outside of class practices (AR 6154): Students are expected to participate in class by preparing
homework and bringing appropriate materials, joining in discussions, and completing in-class assignments.
Students can expect approximately 120 minutes of preparation per week for this English class. Because the
class meets 2—3 times per week on a rotating block schedule, students should expect about 40—60 minutes of
homework to be prepared for a particular class session. Homework typically involves reading, writing, and
preparing for class discussions or presentations.

5. Excused absence make up practices (Education Code 48205(b): Students receive at least one extra day per
day absent to complete makeup work. Upon returning, students must work with the teacher within a reasonable
timeframe to schedule any missed reading quizzes. Students are strictly responsible for checking Canvas to
stay current with content and curriculum during their absence.

6. Academic integrity violation practices (LAHS Academic Inteqrity Policy / MVHS Academic Inteqgrity Policy): The

Board and the Freestyle Academy staff expect absolute academic honesty; cheating, plagiarism, and
unauthorized Al use are strictly prohibited. Generative Al and automated writing assistants cannot be used
unless explicitly permitted in the assignment instructions. To verify the authenticity of the learning process,
students must maintain a live, traceable document history in Google Docs, as credit is only awarded when the
independent writing process is fully visible. Unauthorized Al use results in an immediate "Insufficient Evidence"



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xq6OhaoPXVS6mR8jIcTnd7C3fUeOVsRS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG5VirOQVfjHrj5p4DcIXTZi8aSM2NO4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sVABBFJflgKLOGIKpqQd37NR4Cce0-1Q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TEkBN7vcLr11DlzRqSewfc8LFprUope9/view?usp=sharing

score (rubric 0), which stands until the student demonstrates independent mastery under secure, supervised

classroom conditions. In specific instances where Al tools are authorized for educational purposes, students

must maintain complete transparency, document their prompt logs, and provide a standard MLA citation (Tool
Name. "Title of Conversation." Platform Developer, Date of Access, URL).

7. Late work practices: Following an excused absence, students receive at least one extra day per day absent to
complete makeup work, but they are responsible for checking Canvas and scheduling missed quizzes upon
their return. For any late submissions or extension requests, students must formally log their work using the
Late Work Google Form posted on the Canvas homepage for our English class. The Canvas submission
window closes permanently seven days after the original due date, except in cases of extended excused
medical absences or documented IEP/504 accommodations. Unexcused late work submitted within this
one-week window will still be accepted for academic evaluation, but the delay will reduce the student's
cumulative Professional Work Habits score.

8. Reuvision practices: Revision is an essential component of the writing process and critical to a student’s growth
as a writer. Therefore, revision is required, actively assigned, and assessed within the Academic Mastery
category. When a student seeks a writing benchmark reevaluation, they must submit a Revision Plan for
teacher approval.

9. Extra credit practices: There is no extra credit in this course.

10. Additional grading practices: Each benchmark assessment is based on at least one defined standard and
carries equal weight in the final semester grade. Assignments are explicitly structured to give students multiple
opportunities to show evidence of mastery and to build toward integrated project outcomes. While assignments
reflect a 4-point score/letter grade mapping within Canvas, only the actual benchmark assessment counts
toward the final grade. In accordance with district policy, students will never receive a shared "group grade".
Every student is graded entirely on their individual contribution to a collaborative project or task, protecting their
grade regardless of partner performance. Reading quizzes are accessed exclusively via the LockDown Browser
on Canvas.

11. LMS used: Canvas

Instructor email addresses:

jason.greco@freestyleacademy.rocks or jason.greco@mvla.net

Additional information:

Laptops are provided in class. No personal devices are allowed during class time. Prior to the instructional start time, all
phones must be powered off and secured inside the dedicated classroom locker box, while wearable tech (e.g., Apple
Watches, Meta Glasses), must be powered off and stowed in the student’s backpack. Unless otherwise directed, all
devices must remain completely stowed and untouched for the entire duration of the morning (AM) or afternoon (PM)
instructional block. Handwriting in a school-issued paper Writer's Notebook is required.
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