Out of respect for those who have already signed this letter, PLEASE DO NOT
ALTER THIS LETTER IN ANY WAY. IF YOU WISH TO SIGN IT, PLEASE
ADD YOUR NAME AT THE BOTTOM OF THE TEXT.

April 6,2014

Dear President Lawrence,

We are writing to urge you to rescind immediately the invitation to Ms. Ayaan
Hirsi Ali for an honorary doctorate, a decision about which we are shocked and
dismayed, owing to her virulently anti-Muslim public statements.

We further urge you to reinstitute the past practice of a faculty committee that vets
potential honorary degree recipients. Such a committee would surely have warned
you about the horrible message that this sends to the Muslim and non-Muslim
communities at Brandeis and beyond.

A few of many examples will suffice. David Cohen quotes Ms. Hirsi Ali as saying:
"Violence is inherent in Islam — it's a destructive, nihilistic cult of death. It
legitimates murder. The police may foil plots and freeze bank accounts in the short
term, but the battle against terrorism will ultimately be lost unless we realise that
it's not just with extremist elements within Islam, but the ideology of Islam
itself....Islam is the new fascism" (London Evening Standard, 2-7-07). Rogier van
Bakel quotes her as follows: "Jews should be proselytizing about a God that you
can quarrel with. Catholics should be proselytizing about a God who is
love....Those are lovely concepts of God. They can’t compare to the fire-breathing
Allah who inspires jihadism and totalitarianism." Van Bakel notes religions' ability
to bring about change for good: "Do you think Islam could bring about similar
social and political changes?" Ms. Hirsi Ali responds, "Only if Islam is defeated."
Van Bakel asks, "Don’t you mean defeating radical Islam?" To that she responds,
"No. Islam, period." (Reason, 11-07)



We are filled with shame at the suggestion that the above-quoted sentiments
express Brandeis's values.

The University bestows honorary degrees, in part, to “identify the University with
the values expressed through the work and accomplishments of the honoree” and
“draw positive attention to the University as an institution that respects and
encourages such values and the manner in which those values are expressed.”

We are saddened that Brandeis would choose to honor such a divisive individual at
commencement, a moment of unity for the Brandeis community. Her presence
threatens to bring unnecessary controversy to an event that should rightly be about
celebrating Brandeis’ graduates and their families.

Please know that, like Ms. Hirsi Ali, we fully recognize the harm of forced
marriages; of female genital cutting, which can cause, among other public health
problems, increased maternal and infant mortality; and of honor killings. These
phenomena are not, however, exclusive to Islam.

The selection of Ms. Hirsi Ali further suggests to the public that violence toward
girls and women is particular to Islam or the Two-Thirds World, thereby obscuring
such violence in our midst among non-Muslims, including on our own campus. It
also obscures the hard work on the ground by committed Muslim feminist and
other progressive Muslim activists and scholars, who find support for gender and
other equality within the Muslim tradition and are effective at achieving it. We
cannot accept Ms. Hirsi Ali's triumphalist narrative of western civilization, rooted
in a core belief of the cultural backwardness of non-western peoples.

We call upon you to act immediately and to select another individual who is

deserving of an honorary degree from Brandeis, someone who truly meets the
standards and upholds the values of this university.

Sincerely,
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