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Words

|'muo' - To hide

nnITREo 7271 - To accept as a deposit

XYM - Beginning

NIMNX D"V 7277 - You have accepted responsibility
mi17w7 1INl - Need to pay

mT DT - Itis like it is yours

Y17 P17 'R - You don't need to burn it

I7¥X 1IT'790 - They have given you something to watch over
N2 17 TN’ - You designate a specific place in your home
X 'RN - What is it saying?

ANXp 'ON - This is what is saying.

INj? NO'OKX - It is referring to the end

71yn X7 '3 - When he enters.

DIN NIV - A guard that guards for free (they are not responsible for anything out
of their control, but they are responsible if it was their fault)

DY IV - A guard that gets paid (takes responsibility if the guarded thing is lost
or stolen)

Pesachim 5b
XN ".N¥n' X7 17 TN ,0mM0n n nRrpEe 7ap Lot 70" ,an nx
Master said, “l would have thought that you can hide it (your chometz), or to
accept it as a deposit from a non-Jew, but it is not allowed because of x¥n' 72.”
But didn’t
X7 .0122 7¢I D'INX 7w AN DNR 72X ,ANN DNX XYY XY DNNX
The beginning (of the case the gemara was talking about) say, you are not allowed
to see chometz that is yours, but you can see chometz that belongs to others. It is
not
ANKXT XD D NMNR QMY g X277 R, NMNR Y g T RN N'eR
difficult. One case, you have accepted responsibility over the chometz, one case
you have not. Just like happened
222 I'7'NT 1D .12"'NaN X'7'N 12T XN N'Ya L.XTINN 1Y% X2 1nY
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When Ravah was talking to the Xtinn 12. “Burn your chometz that belongs to
soldiers that was in your house. Since if it were stolen
".AI0K1 ' [12'70T7),'I7W7 1INl LR 12NV, TN 17N
Or got lost, it is your responsibility, and you would have to pay for it, it is not
allowed.”

How do you define responsibility?

Rash

The Ri says that our gemara is referring to a paid watchman, who is responsible if
the items are lost or stolen. But if you are unpaid, you are not responsible enough
to violate X¥n' 72/nX7' 72. He got this from the language of the gemara, when it
says “Tanm 17'N1 2am 17'XT”.

The Bahag says that even an unpaid watcher is responsible enough to violate 72
N¥n' 72/nK1'. When the gemara says that the items were lost or stolen, that
happened because you were negligent.

Pesachim 6a
QY27 P17 'R LT YAl TR 7Y nYn'? 0101w D) 2 N
The rabbis teach of a case where a non jew is walking onto the property of a
Jewish person and chometz is in their hand, you do not need to burn it. (Because
you're not responsible for it)
NXN' N7 'MW ApaT ipT 'R, N0 TR YA 1T 17X 1T 90N
If they ask you to watch it, you must burn it. If you specify a place in your home
[for them to store their chometz], you do not need to burn it. Because the pasuk
says, “you can’t own it”
(This is weird, why does the Gemara quote a seemingly contradictory pasuk, it’s
quoting the Isur as the proof for the case where it is allowed.)

WAY 1T 178N IT'P9N NN 'DDNLLIN XWX X99 21 NN NN 'NNn
What is it saying? (How is this a proof?) Rav Pappa says it is referring to the
beginning (the "MNaw is explaining case #2), this is what it meant to say, if a non
jew asks you to watch it, you must burn it
'R N2 17 TR AKX DONILIXZ XO'ON D71V NN 'UX 20 .X¥n' X7 NNy
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Because the pasuk says not to own chometz on pesach. Rav Ashi says it is really
referring to the end (the 3rd case). This is what it meant to say, if you designate a
place in your house, then you don’t
;7N N7 D MIDITL,NID AMTT IRT NDE.DD'™AA R¥N' X7 TnNaw WA it
Have to burn it, because the pasuk says “don’t own it in your house” This specific
place in your home is not yours, because when the non-jew
L7yn X7 'yl T XN1Y
Enters, he is like entering his own house.

The History of Mechirat Chometz

“The Laws of Pesach” - Rav David Brofsky

Almost every Jewish community has the practice of Mechirat Chometz. But it’s not
so simple, and it is subject to halachik controversy. It used to be that when one
sold chometz, it was permanent. They gave it to the non Jew forever. It also used
to be done on an individual basis. Now, it’'s communal.

Mishna Pesachim 21a

Any time that you are permitted to eat chometz, you can also feed it to your
animals, or sell it to a non-jew, or get benefit from it. But once the NIOKX starts,
you can’t even get indirect benefit from it.

Pesachim 13a

There was once a story about a non-jewish man who deposited a bag full of
chometz with a Jew. And a mouse ate a hole into the bag, so the chometz was
spilling out. So the longer he waits, the more money the dude is losing. If he sells
it right away, he can sell the bag for the most money. If he waits, it will be worth
less. But what if the guy wants his food, then he’ll be mad! So he waited for 4
hours, because maybe he will come back. But by the 5th hour, the V10X is fast
approaching and he needs to get rid of it, so he sells it.
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Tosefta Pesachim 2:12

What if a Jew is on a boat on the 14th, and he has a lot of chometz? He can sell it
to a non-jew, actually give it to him, then buy it back after n09. But that’s only if
you actually give it to him.

Orech HaShulchan
Because of this Tosefta, our modern Mechirat chometz is okay. (The sale is not a

joke)

Ritvah

If you take advantage of this Tosefta, and sell your chometz temporarily every
year, that’s bad. This tosefta was an extreme case. If someone does that, fine
them. Don’t give them back their chometz and everyone other Jew who has done
that.

Terumat Hadeshen

Based on the Tosefta, we should be actually giving the chometz to him.

Bach

In this country (Poland), a majority of Jewish business is with producing alcohol.
It’s impossible to empty out the factories. We can say that in this case, it is
allowed to sell the chometz and lease the storehouse itself.

Rabbi Jachter
We sell our chometz to someone like a lawyer, accountant, real estate guy.

Someone who is knowledgeable in sales, to show that it is a real sale. We put all
the chometz in one place where we will not go into.

Rav Shlomo Zevin said that the practice of selling individually continue for 250
years beyond the Bach. But that wasn’t great, because it will seem like an act. Not
everybody will be knowledgeable about how these things work. And if you don’t
know about the 6th hour 110X, you might sell it later.
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So starting in the 19th century, the Rabbis sell the chometz. Many Rabbis have
people sign a document called the power of attorney, which is a legal document
letting the Rabbi sell on your behalf.
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