Lantana Recovery
Call Us: 843-352-9982

Alternate Tips On How to Socialize Without Alcohol

It's no secret that alcohol often plays a central role in social gatherings. After all, alcohol
is often seen as a social lubricant. It can help to make people feel more relaxed and
less inhibited. From bar nights with friends to wine tastings and happy hours, drinking
can seem like the only way to have a good time.

If you are sober, but it could also be a huge struggle. Whether you’re in recovery,
pregnant, or just don’t enjoy alcohol, socializing without booze can be difficult.
Nonetheless, this doesn’t must be the situation.

There are plenty of ways to have fun and connect with others without drinking - you just
have to get creative. In our experience, sober interactions are way more fun and

meaningful, not to mention less likely to leave you hungover the next day.

In this post, we will share a few tips and ideas on how to have a social life without
alcohol. So, let us get going!

How To Have A Social Life While Sober friends



It's no secret that socializing often revolves around drinking. Whether it's going out for
drinks after work or grabbing a beer at a friend’s house, alcohol is often seen as the key
to having a good time.

This is usually a obstacle for people who are sober, even so. Fortunately, there are
plenty of ways to have a thriving social life that doesn’t involve alcohol.

Here are some tips for socializing without alcohol:
1. Talk about your sobriety

It can be helpful to talk about your experience with sobriety with your friends. This can
help them understand why you're not drinking and let them know that you're still the
same person they’ve always known - just without the alcohol.

Moreover, it will also help them understand what you’re going through and how they can
best support you. It can also be a bonding experience - by sharing your story, you'’re
letting your friends in and giving them a chance to empathize and recognize with you.
Like we do at Warren Phillips LMSW At Lantana Recovery.

2. Plan ahead for an exit strategy

If you are seeking to stay sober, there may be occasions when you’re faced with stress
to drink alcohol. Whether you’re out with friends or at a work event, it's important to
know how to decline politely.

One option is to offer to be the designated driver. This way, you can still be part of the
fun without drinking.
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If that is extremely hard, try expressing which you have an early morning hours
tomorrow and need to stay sober. This is a polite way to decline without having to
explain your situation.

You could also say that you’re looking forward to a sober event and don’t want to drink
beforehand.

You could potentially state that you’re using medication that does not mixture properly
with alcohol, or that you're sensitive to alcoholic beverages, if you're pressed on an
reason.

Make certain you usually have an alibi prepared before heading out. Whatever you do,
don’t hesitate to be assertive and maintain your sobriety during a social interaction that
involves drinks.

3. Seek out a sober social event

There are often sober actions and situations happening in most communities. These
can be great places to meet new people and socialize with them without the use of
alcohol or drugs. Check online or ask your local recovery center for more information.

Try broadening your social horizon beyond the bar scene. Countless sober meetups
and events are happening daily, and attending these can help you connect with
like-minded people.

Even so, if you happen to find yourself in times, the place you cannot stay away from
cocktails (like cafes), then settle for low-alcoholic options like membership soda, fruits
mocktails, iced herbal tea, or dazzling h2o, and many others. We suggest calling up the
venue before (if possible) and finding out what non-alcoholic beverages they offer.

4. Don’t be afraid to say no

Just because you're sober doesn’t mean you have to go to every party or drink every
time your friends do. If you are not comfortable getting in times exactly where alcohol
exists, it is Okay to pleasantly decline. Your friends will understand.

5. Make new sober friends

For many people, drinking is a way to relax and let loose, and it can be hard to imagine
having fun without it. A few drinks can make you brave enough to hit on that cutie at the



bar or dance like no one’s watching. In other words, alcohol can provide what'’s
commonly known as “liquid courage.”

That is why individuals with social anxiety often rely on alcohol to open up in social
situations. However, this is merely a simple resolve to not sense personal-mindful and
may typically result in a increased reliance upon alcoholic drinks to guide hard social
circumstances.

Likewise, social lubrication from drinks can help people feel more comfortable in social
situations, easing the flow of conversation and lowering inhibitions. Nevertheless, when
you are trying to quit liquor, you no longer obtain that crutch you rely on to feel
comfortable in societal situations.

Therefore, it is important to address your social anxiety through therapy, medication,
and exercises so that you can effectively engage people during conversations or have
fun night without alcohol.

Brain Recovery After Quitting Weed

You know how challenging it could be to destroy clear of the clutches of marijuana if
you’ve at any time had trouble with marijuana habit. But have you ever stopped to
consider just how much your brain might benefit from quitting cannabis?

Research suggests that quitting marijuana can actually help reverse some of the brain
damage caused by marijuana use and restore brain functioning to normal levels. In
case you’re planning to strike your practice and recover the human brain, then keep
reading for more information on the incredible advantages of laying off marijuana on the
mind.

Negative Effects Of Smoking Marijuana

Although many states in America have legalized marijuana for medicinal as well as
recreational purposes, that doesn’t deny the negative impacts, regular consumption of
recreational marijuana can have on the human mind and actions.

Like in any other substance use disorder, young adults who regularly consume
marijuana are at a greater risk of developing an addiction to an illegal drug or alcohol.
As the mind adapts towards the continuous source of marijuana, it requirements a
better amount to really feel standard in a similar manner as liquor does.



Consequently, men and women often have a tendency to use prescribed drugs or
alcohol to bring about the discharge of neurotransmitters from the human brain. Thus
leading them to develop substance use disorder.

Some common side effects of marijuana use are:
Cognitive deficits

Memory loss

Irritable and anxious behavior

Difficulty to maintain focus

Impacts Of Quitting Marijuana On Our Brain

Stopping cannabis use can have a significant impact on the brain, both in the short- and
long-term. In the short term, quitting marijuana can cause some withdrawal symptoms
such as trouble sleeping, irritability, and loss of focus or motivation.

In addition, some people experience physical effects such as headaches or dizziness.
These adverse reactions are typically temporary and may ease off as being the mind
actually starts to mend from medication use, nevertheless.

Over the long term, quitting marijuana has been shown to have positive effects on the
brain’s ability to function normally. Studies have shown that chronic exposure to
marijuana use can lead to changes in the orbitofrontal cortex the area of the brain
associated with attention, emotion regulation, and decision making.

Nevertheless, research workers suggest that most of these consequences could be
reversed or improved on by quitting cannabis use and letting time for essential neural
paths to produce. Overall, abstinence from cannabis use is an important step toward
protecting mental and physical health, both now and in the future.

Benefits Of Quitting Marijuana

We all know that smoking weed can have some adverse effects on the brain. For
example, some people reported experiencing cognitive deficits such as short-term
memory problems, difficulty concentrating, brain fog, and mental health disorders such
as despression symptoms and nervousness as side effects of reqular marijuana use.



Nonetheless, what many individuals don’t recognize is these effects are just temporary.
As soon as you give up smoking, the human brain starts to retrieve.

The first thing that happens is when someone starts their recovery journey from
recreational marijuana, they will notice some positive changes in their brain functioning,
such as an increased attention span, and improved problem-solving ability.

Increased Energy And Motivation

Quitting cannabis use can increase your energy inspiration and amounts. Simply
because THC, the principle psychoactive substance in cannabis, binds to the brain’s
CB1 receptors. These receptors are responsible for regulating feeling, storage and
sleep at night and appetite.

When THC binds to these receptors, it can lead to feelings of fatigue and lethargy.
When you quit cannabis, THC is no longer capable to bind on the CB1 receptors. This
allows the receptors to function normally again and can increase energy motivation and
amounts.

Additionally, quitting cannabis can also help improve your sleep quality. This is because
cannabis use can disrupt the body’s natural sleep cycle. You are able to restore your
all-natural rest pattern and feel far more well rested throughout the day, by quitting
cannabis. This can also lead to increased energy determination and levels.

An Improved Ability To Focus

It may have a key influence on your skill to target while focusing. That is one of the key
advantages of abstinence from marijuana. The reason being the active component
inweed and THC, acts entirely on mind tissue, causing the production of dopamine and
altering contacts among these neurons. These changes can cause long-term
disruptions in normal functioning, leaving users feeling groggy and unfocused.

By eliminating THC in the process, it is possible to significantly enhance your power to
concentration and execute tasks which require awareness and psychological agility,
based on research published within the Log of Specialized medical Psychiatry. Studies
have also shown that doing so can even cause structural changes in brain areas
responsible for feelings ofdetermination and incentive, and habit formation, further
boosting your attention and drive.



So, quitting weed is definitely an powerful technique of doing in case you are looking to
increase your power to concentration while focusing. With consistent effort and support
from friends and family members along the way, it is possible to achieve lasting results
and reclaim a state of optimal mental sharpness.
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