GREEN VALLEY 5" WARD
EMERGENCY PLAN
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1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of Church emergency response efforts is to relieve suffering following disasters by
providing life-sustaining resources and support. Area and stake priesthood leaders direct Church
emergency preparation and response efforts. They coordinate closely with their assigned area
welfare and self-reliance manager.

This ward emergency plan should be reviewed and updated regularly. The ward council, ward
emergency preparedness coordinator should ensure that this plan is up-to-date.

1.1 Church Emergency Planning Resources

The following resources are available to help stake leaders develop emergency plans and prepare
for emergencies:

e Emergency Response Procedures (Detailed Guidelines)

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/emergency-response/emerge
ncy-response-procedures-detailed-guidelines?lang=eng#pl

e Emergency
Responsehttps://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/callings/safety/emergency-respons
e?lang=eng

e Stake and Ward Emergency Preparedness Planning
Guidehttps://providentliving.churchofjesuschrist.org/emergency-preparedness-an

d-response/stake-ward-emergency-planning-guide?lang=eng

e Emergency Communication

Guidelineshttps://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/emergency-respon
se/emergency-communication-guidelines?lang=eng#p105

emergency+response
e Introduction: Stake and Ward Emergency Preparedness

Guidehttps: . i ist. search?facet=all&lang=eng&page=3&

uery=emergency+response
e Utah Area Temporal Preparedness Guide

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bc/content/shared/english/life-help/Tempor
|-Preparedness-Guide-Utah-Area-Guide-May-2021.pdf?lang=en

1.2 Community Emergency Planning Resources
e Washington County Emergency Management
lanhttps://www.google.com/search?g=be+ready+utah&rlz=1C1GCEU enUS988U

S988&0q=be+ready+utah&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHvbWUyCQgAEEUYORIABDIHCAEQABIA
BDIICAIQABgWGB4yCAgDEAAYFhgeMgolBBAAGIAEGKIEOgEJOTU2MWowajE1gAlls
AIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
Utah Department of Public Safety Emergency Management

e Be Ready Utah (excellent website for family emergency plans,
communication plans, 72-hour kits, earthquake preparedness, flood
preparedness, car survival, etc.)
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https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/emergency-response/emergency-response-procedures-detailed-guidelines?lang=eng#p1
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/emergency-response/emergency-response-procedures-detailed-guidelines?lang=eng#p1
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/search?facet=all&lang=eng&page=1&query=emergency+response
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/search?facet=all&lang=eng&page=1&query=emergency+response
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/bc/content/shared/english/life-help/Temporal-Preparedness-Guide-Utah-Area-Guide-May-2021.pdf?lang=eng
https://dem.utah.gov/
https://beready.utah.gov/

https://www.google.com/search?q=be+ready+utah&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS988
US988&oq=be+ready+utah&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHlvbWUyCQgAEEUYORIABDIHCAE
QABIABDIICAIQABgWGB4yCAgDEAAYFhgeMgolBBAAGIAEGKIEOgEJOTU2MW
owajE1gAllsAlIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

e Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
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2.0 LIKELY DISASTERS

The types of disasters most likely to occur in St. George City include earthquakes, fires, floods,
weather-related emergencies, and chemical spills. The Stake Council and emergency preparedness
specialists should consider each type of disaster and identify specific response actions that could be
needed.

Localized emergencies are those that affect only a few homes and families. In these cases, it is
expected that communications will be normal and that local resources (neighbors, fire department,
hospitals, etc.) will be available to respond. Widespread emergencies are those that affect many
homes or the entire community. In these cases, it is expected that communications are impacted
and that local resources may not be available.

2.1 High Winds and Other Climate Hazards

St. George is prone to the effects of severe weather. These are usually thunderstorms. The city is
also prone to severe windstorms referred to as “East Winds.” Severe storms result in secondary
problems dealing with power, heating, and travel.

2.2 Floods

The potential for flooding due to spring runoff and especially from summer thunderstorms is high in St.
George City. Aging agriculture irrigation canals are prevalent throughout Washington County. As
farmlands are developed, the infrastructure remains to supply water to farmers downstream. These
canals can fail, inundating down slope property. St. George Santa Clara Field Canal Company maintains a
large irrigation ditch running through St. George City along the southern hillside. Any incident causing a
break in this line would likely result in massive flooding.

The potential for flooding due to spring runoff and especially from summer thunderstorms is high in
St. George City. Aging agriculture irrigation canals are prevalent throughout Washington County. As
farmlands are developed, the infrastructure remains to supply water to farmers downstream. These
canals can fail, inundating down slope property. St. George Santa Clara Field Canal Company
maintains a large irrigation ditch running through St. George City along the southern hillside. Any
incident causing a break in this line would likely result in massive flooding.

2.3 Dam Failure

There is one (1) water feature affecting Green Valley that is considered to be a dam. This is an open
irrigation reservoir.

There is one water feature affecting Green Valley that is considered to be a dam. This is an open
irrigation reservoir.

2.4 Earthquake

Washington County is located in the Southwestern corner of Utah. Major traffic arteries run north and
south of the county. A major earthquake in the area would result in loss of life and in millions of dollars
in damage to residential structures, businesses, industries, and critical infrastructure.
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Washington County is located in the southwestern corner of Utah. Major traffic arteries run north
and south of the county. A major earthquake in the area would result in loss of life and in millions
of dollars in damage to residential structures, businesses, industries, and critical infrastructure.

2.5 Soil Liquefaction

Liquefaction occurs when there is a sudden large decrease in shear strength of sandy soils caused by the
collapse of the soils structure, in which the soil loses its bearing capacity, and also by a temporary
increase in pore-water pressure, or water saturation during earthquake ground shaking. Liquefaction is
common in areas of shallow ground water and sandy or silty sediments. The result is that soils will flow
even on the gentlest of slopes. Lateral spreading is a type of failure that results in surficial soil layers
breaking up and moving up to three feet (3’) or more, independently over the liquefied layer. On slopes
more than five percent (5%), flow failures can move miles of soil at up to tens of miles per hour. On
slopes less than 0.5 percent the bearing capacity will lessen and can cause buildings to settle or tip. No
matter the slope percent, ground cracking and differential settlement will occur. Liquefaction can also
cause foundation materials to liquefy and fail and/or cause sand boils. Sand boils are deposits of sandy
sediment ejected to the surface during an earthquake along fissures. Liquefaction can occur during
earthquakes of magnitude 5.0 or greater.
Liquefaction occurs when there is a sudden large decrease in shear strength of sandy soils caused
by the collapse of the soils structure, in which the soil loses its bearing capacity, and also by a
temporary increase in pore-water pressure, or water saturation during earthquake ground shaking.
Liquefaction is common in areas of shallow ground water and sandy or silty sediments. The result is
that soils will flow even on the gentlest of slopes. Lateral spreading is a type of failure that results in
surficial soil layers breaking up and moving up to three feet (3’) or more, independently over the
liquefied layer. On slopes more than five percent (5%), flow failures can move miles of soil at up to
tens of miles per hour. On slopes less than 0.5 percent the bearing capacity will lessen and can
cause buildings to settle or tip. No matter the slope percent, ground cracking and differential
settlement will occur. Liquefaction can also cause foundation materials to liquefy and fail and/or
cause sand boils. Sand boils are deposits of sandy sediment ejected to the surface during an
earthquake along fissures. Liquefaction can occur during earthquakes of magnitude 5.0 or greater.

2.6 Shortages

The shortage of energy, food, and water supplies could threaten the welfare of the citizens of St.
George. The dependency upon out-of-state resources can become a problem when normal
deliveries are interrupted.

2.7 Power Outages

Power outages are a common occurrence and are generally short lived. In the event of an extended
outage, the Fire Stations are equipped with backup generators. The city also has one portable
generator that can be used for various needs.

Power outages are a common occurrence and are generally short lived. In the event of an extended
outage, the Fire Stations are equipped with backup generators. The city also has one portable
generator that can be used for various needs.
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2.8 Pandemic

COVID, influenza or other pandemic could substantially disrupt the community. Potential
consequences include severe stress on the ability of hospitals and health care providers to care for
the sick and disruption of essential community services. Slowing the spread of the pandemic virus
could potentially reduce the number of people who become ill. Measures to slow the spread of the
pandemic virus which themselves interrupt community activities (e.g., school closures, home

isolation/quarantine, event cancellations, facility closures) can have adverse economic and social
effects.
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3.0 EMERGENCY PLANS AND CRITICAL INFORMATION

3.1 Ward Emergency Plans

The ward should maintain a simple on-line plan to prepare for and respond to emergencies. The
Church’s Stake and Ward Preparedness Planning Guide and Worksheets should be used along with
other available resources. Ward plans should be coordinated with plan of the Stake and
community. Leaders should consider calling welfare specialists to assist with emergency response
efforts.

As part of their emergency plans, the ward should maintain the following critical information:

Emergency Contact Information

Church and Community Resources

Ward Map

Members and Neighbors with Special Needs
Equipment, Skills, and Communication Resources

3.2 Emergency Contact Information

Each leader and family should have readily available the contact information for local emergency
resources, family members and nearby neighbors.

Stake Emergency Planning

Scott Gubler, Stake Emergency Preparedness Coordinatorn ... s e isss s sen s See Tools App
Brooke Brown Stake Relief Society President ... ierceesisces s ssesesesrmes s s s s sas enmnsssessanmeans See Tools App
CommUNICAtIoN SPECIalist ....... e e e e s e See Tools App
Emergency Coordination LoCations. ... s e s e Stake Center or ward meetinghouses
FRS Radio Channel for Stake and Ward LEaders ... e e smsve s s vas s s smssssssses

Stake Leaders and Missionaries
Stake Presidency (Clove, Gubler, ASREON] .o e s e See Tools App
Stake FUll-TIME MIiSSi0MAITES ..usiieresrerirsesssnsa e ramses s sasre s ramss s sas s sss as s er s sa s an s e s asbad s s bensanssans See Tools App

Public Safety and Community Resources

T =T Call 911
5t. George Fire DEPartiiBnt ..... ... coecere e sosons sus sas sons sus sns ams sms samssss ss soms ams wes wass sms sms s s s smws wms w mons me 435-627-4150
o O o 801-222-1222
Washington County Sheriff [Contact PAtrol] ... s e s 435-656-6500
Washington County Sheriff (NOM-2MENZENCY) ... e ss s s s es e rans 435-634-5730
St. George Law Enforcement (NON-2MIErZEMCY] «o e e sssssssesssressssssssssessasssssssssasssanses 801-627-4300

Community Organizations

R 0 e 435-627-4000
Sunset Elementary 435-673-5609
Tonaguint INtermMediate SCROO .. e e e e e sasseessassassnssnsssans 435-688-2238
Dixie WMIAAIE SCROOL e cicreeereeire e irrmrrrmsesres e s sransssees s ersrsmns s nessaes sans rrmsesneenesssen sennnennssnssnesnnen 435-628-0441
LI o T T o T P 435-673-4682


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/stake-and-ward-preparedness?lang=eng

3.3 Ward Map

Green Yaley 3% Branch
(Retiremem|

Graen Valley 3% Wiard

Green Valkey 1 Wand

g,

9 Stake Center — Stake emergency coordination location

@ Other Meetinghouses — As needed
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3.4 Equipment, Skills, and Communication Resources

Each ward should identify members and neighbors with equipment or skills (such as medical or
emergency response training) that would be useful in emergency response or cleanup efforts. The
stake will gather and organize this information and make these lists available in times of need. For

example:

Ward

Skill or Equipment

Name/Location

Contact Info

Block Captain or RDAP Training

First Aid Training

CPR Training

Dewatering Pump

Blowers & Fans

Other
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4.0 ASSIGNMENTS AND PROCEDURES

Area leaders provide disaster warning, preparation information, response plans, and necessary
assistance to the stake. The stake president oversees Church emergency preparation,
communication, and response within the stake. The bishop oversees preparation, communication,
and response at the ward level. Stake and ward emergency specialists assist the stake president and
bishops to prepare for and respond to emergencies. Stake and ward service coordinators may also
be utilized to coordinate temporal assistance.

Area Presidency

1
Stake President || Stake Emergency
& Stake Council Specialists
[
Bishop

& Ward Council
[

Elders Quorum &
Relief Society
Presidencies

l
Ministering
Companionships

[

Ward Members
& Neighbors

Ward Emergency
Specialists

4.1 Area Presidency and Area Seventy

Before an Emergency (Preparation) After an Emergency (Response)

e Provide disaster warnings, preparation e Coordinate with stake president to
information, and response plans. provide needed assistance.
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4.2 Stake Presidency and Stake Council

With assistance from the stake emergency coordinator and emergency specialists.

Before an Emergency (Preparation)

After an Emergency (Response)

e Develop and maintain a stake emergency
plan and be prepared to implement the
plan.

e [Ensure that each ward has an
updated emergency plan and is
prepared to implement the plan.

e Coordinate and cooperate with Church
and city emergency planners and
responders.

e Provide training for ward
emergency coordinators.

e Gather stake emergency contact
information, those with special needs,
available resources, etc.

e Teach self -reliance, temporal
preparedness, and emergency
preparedness skills and principles.

e Encourage stake and ward members to
develop a family emergency plan and
gather emergency supplies (see Section 6).

Implement the stake emergency plan.

Oversee stake assessment and relief
efforts through ecclesiastical and
community channels.

Provide support for bishops and other
ward leaders to assess critical needs and
provide immediate relief.

Locate and provide needed resources such
as water, food, shelter, sanitation, etc.

Provide necessary long-term support and
relief through the Elders Quorum and
Relief Society organizations.

Report the conditions and needs of
stake members to the Area Seventy or
Area Presidency.

4.3 Bishopric and Ward Council

With assistance from the ward emergency coordinator and emergency specialists.

Before an Emergency (Preparation)

After an Emergency (Response)

e Review the stake emergency
plan and develop a simple
ward emergency plan.

e OQversee the efforts of the Elders
Quorum and Relief Society
presidencies to implement the
ward emergency plan.

e Help individuals and families become
self- reliant and prepare for
emergencies (see Section 6).

e Help gather neighbor contact information,
identify those with special needs, and
identify neighbors with skills that could

Implement the ward emergency plan.
Oversee ward assessment and relief efforts.
Work with the Elders Quorum and
Relief Society presidencies to provide
immediate assessment and relief.

Help to locate and reunite family
members who have become separated.
Provide needed accommodations such
as water, food, shelter, sanitation, etc.
Provide necessary long-term recovery
and relief.

Report the conditions and needs of
ward members to the Stake President.
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help with response and recovery (medical,
equipment, utilities, etc.)

4.4 Elders Quorum and Relief Society Presidencies

Before an Emergency (Preparation)

After an Emergency (Response)

e Review and be prepared to implement
the ward emergency plan.

e Oversee the efforts of the ward
emergency preparation coordinator and
emergency specialists, if called.

e Help individuals and families become
self- reliant and prepare for
emergencies (see Section 6).

e Help gather neighbor contact information,
identify those with special needs, and
identify neighbors with skills that could
help with response and recovery (medical,
equipment, utilities, etc.)

e Train ministering brothers and sisters on
their responsibilities to assess and help the
families to which they are assigned.

e Coordinate with the bishopric and ward
council to provided needed assessment
and relief.

e Contact each ministering companionship
to request help with initial assessments
and assistance.

e Report the conditions and needs of ward
members to the bishopric and ward
council.

4.5 Ministering Brothers and Sisters

Before an Emergency (Preparation)

After an Emergency (Response)

e  Encourage families to prepare for
emergencies (see Section 6.0).
e Request and share emergency
contact information if possible.

° Visit or contact each family to assess
needs.
e Report the conditions and needs of
ministering families to the Elders Quorum
and/or Relief Society presidency.

4.6 Members and Neighbors

Before an Emergency (Preparation)

After an Emergency (Response)
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Conduct family emergency planning e Provide for own family needs.
and exercises. e Contact and provide for immediate
Prepare 72-hour kits and emergency lifesaving care for neighbors and
food supply. ministering families.
e Obtain first aid and CPR training. e Contact emergency responders (dial 911).
e Learn how to turn off home water, e Contact ward leaders and assist in
electricity, and gas sources. volunteer efforts.
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5.0 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION AND RESPONSE

5.1 Communication Guidelines

During a disaster, normal means of communication may become inoperable; however, the need to
communicate with Church leaders, missionaries, members, employees, civil authorities, and others
is greatly increased.

The bishop may call members of the ward to be communication specialists who may own
communications equipment and possess valuable experience. Alternative communication methods
will be needed in case phone lines, cellular phone service, or vehicle transportation routes are
disrupted during a disaster. Such methods may include:

Civil alert notification (e.g., CodeRED, IPAWS)

Cell phone

Landline phone

SMS/Test Messaging (may be available even if voice service is not).

Internet communications (including email, social media, Skype, web conferencing)
Satellite phone.

Amateur (HAM) radio.

Family band (Family Radio Service - FRS) radio.

Personal contact via foot, bicycle, etc. (Full-time missionaries can also help.)

If needed, bishops and the stake president will communicate locally using ERS channel 7-35. A
radio has been provided for each bishop’s office. This equipment should be checked at least
annually.

5.2 Emergency Assessment and Response

Evaluate the status of missionaries and members (deaths, injuries, psychosocial needs), members’
property, Church facilities, and the community at large (giving extra attention to Church members
with special needs, such as those who are elderly, homebound, disabled, or single parents).

Disaster warnings, preparation infermation, and response plans

Area Presidency Stake President Bishop Missionaries
Area Seventy Mission President Ward Council Members

Situational awareness (of persons and property), requests for assistance

Communicate this evaluation information as soon as possible to the Area Seventy, who in turn will
inform the Area Presidency, the Director for Temporal Affairs, and the welfare and self-reliance
manager.
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6.0 MEMBER EMERGENCY PREPARATION

Preparedness includes developing a plan for how to take care of basic needs during an emergency.
Members are encouraged to build both a short-term and longer-term supply of food, water, and

i

other necessities. For more information, see “Temporal Preparedness Resources.”

6.1 In Case of Emergency...

ok wnE

Move to a safe place.

Help injured persons.

Contact family members.

Check with immediate neighbors and assigned ministering families.
Contact Relief Society and/or priesthood leaders.

Help with cleanup and recovery.

6.2 Family Emergency Preparation

Ward members are encouraged to plan and prepare for emergencies. This preparation may include:

Make a family emergency plan (contacts, meeting locations, etc.)

Sign up with Code Red to receive emergency notifications from St. George City
72-Hour Kit for each family member (food, water, clothing, medications, etc.)
Lifesaving medical skills (first aid, CPR, etc.)

Three-month supply of food that is part of your normal daily diet

Drinking water

Emergency financial reserves

Medication and first aid supplies

Clothing and bedding

Important documents

Longer-term supply of basic food items

6.3 Family Preparedness Resources

The following resources are available to help with family emergency preparedness:

All Is Safely Gathered In: Family Home Storage (04008)

All Is Safely Gathered In: Family Finances (04007)
www.providentliving.org (family emergency preparedness and response)
www.bereadyutah.gov (excellent website for family emergency plans,
communication plans, 72-hour kits, earthquake preparedness, flood
preparedness, car survival, etc.)

www.ready.gov (family emergency plans, 72-hour kits, etc.)
www.fema.gov
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https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/life/temporal-preparedness-resources?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/life/temporal-preparedness-resources?lang=eng
https://southwebercity.com/stay-informed/emergency-notifications/
http://www.providentliving.org/
http://www.bereadyutah.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/

7.0

e www.redcross.org
e www.osha.org

EMERGENCY SHELTERS

Following a disaster, the use of a Church meetinghouse as a community emergency shelter is
occasionally needed. Permission to use a meetinghouse is granted by the stake president, after
consulting with a member of the Presidency of the Seventy or the Area Presidency. Following approval,
the priesthood leader should contact his Church physical facilities representative (PFR).

General Conditions and Guidelines

While the use of a meetinghouse as a temporary community shelter may occasionally be
needed, a Church building generally should not be the first choice. Other community facilities
are better suited to accommodate the lodging of large numbers of people.

If wards or stakes are approached by a local organization desiring to enter into a pre-disaster
agreement, the stake president should seek area approval. Following approval, the insurance
section of the Risk Management Division should be contacted for needed documents.

When a meetinghouse is used by a community agency, Word of Wisdom standards should be
observed in the building and on surrounding Church property. The chapel and offices are not to
be used except for Church purposes. Cooking equipment and heaters that are not part of the
meetinghouse furnishings may not be used in the building. Pets, other than service animals, are
not allowed in the building.

The stake president or bishop should assign a priesthood holder to be present any time the
building is being used.

References:

Handbook: Stake Presidents and Bishops.
Facilities Management Guidelines for Meetinghouses and Other Church Property (United States
and Canada), page 2.
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http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.osha.org/

