
Non-European musical cultures before
1600
The purpose of this document is to create a freely accessible resource for those teaching music
history who want to include information about musical practices outside of Europe during the
European Middle Ages and early modern period. To keep this document a manageable size, I’m
suggesting that ‘early music’ means anything before 1600 CE, but some of the readings here
stray beyond that date. Some items appear under more than one heading. Please add any
bibliographic items or other resources that you think relevant. Most of what is here is
music-related, but feel free to add anything that relates to literature, dance, sound,
performance etc.

A bibliography for questions of race in early European music can be found here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YtvXXzppkPHvbEnzng2lQdDiL6EIiWDmeGUy-IXuhMg/e
dit?usp=sharing
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