
Atherton Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Standards 
 

STANDARDS 

Zones allowed All residential zones (R-1A and R-1B) 
Lot restrictions None 
Minimum lot size R-1A:  

R-1B:  
Min ADU size 150 square feet 
Max ADU size Detached and Attached: 1200 square feet  if setback requirements met 

Attached: less than 50% of primary dwelling, no more than 1200 feet 
JADU: 500 square feet 

ADU building height Attached: height of main dwelling 
Detached: 16-18 feet 

Setbacks 
​  

Attached: Up to 4 feet for <800 sqft ADUs. Same as primary dwelling in R-1A and R-1B for 
>800 sqft, can encroach 20% into the required side and rear setbacks. 
Detached:  ADUs >800 sqft to 1,200 sqft. 120 feet from front property line, or 30 feet behind 
front line of the main residence, whichever is less. 10 feet side yard and rear. For ADUs <800 
sqft 4 foot side and rear setback. 

Parking requirements JADUs: No parking required 

ADUs: One spot may be required (tandem allowed). No parking required if: 
●​ ADU is located within one-half mile of public transit. 

●​ b. ADU is part of a proposed or existing primary residence or an existing accessory 
structure. 

●​ c. On-street parking permits are required but not offered to the occupant of the 
ADU. 

●​ d. A car share vehicle is located within one block of the ADU. 

Owner occupancy 1. ADUs and JADUs Permitted Before January 1, 2020. The owner-occupancy requirements 
applicable to the ADU or JADU at the time of its permitting shall apply. 
 
2. ADUs and JADUs Permitted Between January 1, 2020, and January 1, 2025. No 
owner-occupancy requirements shall apply. 
 
3. ADUs and JADUs Permitted After January 1, 2025. Prior to finaling of the project for an 
ADU or JADU, the property owner shall record a deed restriction requiring that the owner of 
the property occupy either the primary dwelling unit, ADU, or JADU, or, if the owner will not 
be residing in one of the units, lease the entire property including the primary dwelling unit, 
ADU, and JADU to a single tenant. 

Sample fees from recently built 
projects* 

ADU, detached, 1,199 square feet. Planning $1,380.41 Valuation: $515,550 Building Dept 
Permit fees: $5,601.62 

Other requirements ●​ One JADU and two ADUs per parcel 
●​ No short term rentals 

Process Making an appointment to meet with a planner in the initial stages of the project can help 
avoid challenges and is highly recommended. For construction of new units, Staff will review 
for compliance with physical standards within 60 days. Process can be found here: Plans & 
Specifications / Submittal Requirements (atherton.ca.us) 

Exceptions 800-1200sqft exempt from FAR based on setbacks 
INFORMATION  

Contact Brittany Bendix- bbendix@ci.atherton.ca.us  (408)-688-2432 
Website www.ci.atherton.ca.us   
ADU Ordinance Ch. 17.52 Accessory Dwelling Units | Atherton Municipal Code 

2024 DRAFT ADU Ordinance 
 
Disclaimer: standards and process may vary. Consultation with the contact is recommended before starting any project. 
*Fees are specific to each project and will vary. Fees change regularly. These are provided as examples only. 

https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/6000/Planning-Application?bidId=
https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/DocumentCenter/View/6000/Planning-Application?bidId=
mailto:bbendix@ci.atherton.ca.us
http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us
https://atherton.municipal.codes/Code/17.52
https://atherton.primegov.com/portal/viewer?id=1584&type=2

