Nguyén Hoang Van: Bénh nhudc ti€u, théi hii nho va thi dam chinh tri
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LGi & gay han trén, t6i xin ndi ngay, la cia Nguyén Huy Thiép, ngugi tung [am s6i dong ddi
sdng van hoc té nhat cta Viét Nam mét thdi. Trong truyén ngan “Vang Liia”, tung ra vao gilla

thap nién 1980, nha van nay viét:

“Dac diém I8n nhat ca x sé nay la nhugc tiéu. Day la mot c6 gai dong trinh bi nén van minh
Trung Hoa cudng hiép. C6 gai ay vua thich thd, vita nhuc nh3, vifa cam thu né. Vua Gia Long
hiéu diéu dy va day la noi cay dang I8n nhat ma 6ng cung cdng dong phai chiu dung. Nguyén
Du thi khac, dng khdng hiéu diéu ay. Nguyén Du la con clia c6 gai dong trinh kia, dong mau

chlfa day dién tich cla tén dan dng khén nan da cudng hiép me minh.”
R6i, sau do:

“Van dé & cho phai ding [én vuon minh thanh mot cudng quéc. Lam diéu do, phai cé gan chiu
dung su va xiét trong quan hé véi cong dong nhan loai. Théi hti nho va tht dam chinh tri sé
khong bao gid tao dugc nhiing quan hé trong sang, lanh manh. S& dén lic nén chinh tri thé

gidi giong nhu mdén ndm sudng sa, khai niém thanh khiét & day v6 nghia.”

Goi la “tht dam chinh tri” thi hai gat va, néu mudn nhe han, cé thé dién dat theo L6 Tan la
“thang Igi tinh than” tuy nhién tat ca cling déu la hanh vi “tu sudng”, [a tu huyén hodc lay
minh. Ngudi phat hién théi tat nay clia ngugi Viét s6m nhat, c6 |€, la Lé Quy Don.



Trong Kién Vdn Tiéu Luc, chugng “Tung Dam” (Truyén gop), Lé Quy Pon vach ra tinh v6 can cd
ctia nhitng cu chuyén vé anh tai dat Viét ing d6i xuat sac hay hanh xd théng minh khi di st
khién ca triéu dinh Trung Hoa than phuc: néu khong trung lap vdi chuyén (ing doi gilta ngudi
Trung Hoa vdi nhau thi “rat vé ly, dang ché cugi”. L3y thi du cau déi lat léo chil nghia tuang
truyén la cta Vi Dué khi di s sang Tau: sach Tau thi néi [a cGa ngudi Tau ma lai mau thuan
nhau: Thi lién hdp bich thi cho la cGa Giai Tan doi vdi Minh Thanh T6, con Minh nho ky vdn lai
cho la ctia Trinh Man Chinh khién “S( than nudc Nam phai phuc”. [1]

Van van, tu Vi Dué dén Nguyén Dang Cao, Luang Thé Vinh, Trinh Thiét Trudng va Nguyeén Truc,
toan nhitng cau chuyén ma néu khong trung lap v8i Trung Hoa thi lai cuc ky vo ly. Lé Quy Bon
chinéu ra chi khéng dua ra két ludn nao nhung ching ta c6 thé tam hiéu d6 nhu la biéu hién
cuia tro “thd dam chinh tri”: cdm hdn Trung Hoa ma bat lyc thoi thi tudng tugng canh thang

nd bang tri hay bang mém dé phan nao xoa di n6i han!

Thap nién 1970, luc con la hoc sinh ti€u hoc, t6i da nghe ké cau chuyén vdi tinh than “tu hao
qua Viét Nam @i” thudng nghe ctia ngay hom nay vé khoa hoc gia Nguyén Xuan Vinh, dai loai
“khéng c6 Nguyén Xuan Vinh vé dudng bay, chuyén bay cta phi thuyén Appollo ciia NASA
khong thé nao thanh tuu”. Nhung dau gan cudi thap nién 1990, du budi néi chuyén cua Gido
su Nguyén Xuan Vinh tai Dai hoc Victoria § Melbourne do Héi sinh vién Viét Nam tiéu bang
Victoria t6 chuic, téi da nghe dich than 6ng tra |Gi mot khan gia, ndi ré la 6ng khong l[am viéc
cho NASA, chi nghién c(tu va giang day tai dai hoc Colorado va Michigan, da tham gia nhiéu du
an nghién cltu cho Khong quan My, da dao tao nhiéu chuyén vién khoa hoc khong gian tU cap
ky su dén tién si, rat nhiéu hoc trd ciia dng da va dang lam viéc cho NASA, thé thdi. Han nhién
ong Nguyén Xuan Vinh la mot khoa hoc xuat ching nhung cau chuyén trén lai [a tro tu sudng
phat sinh tU mac cam nhudc tiéu. [2]

Néu & mién Nam c6 Nguyén Xuan Vinh “vé dudng bay cho phi thuyén ciia NASA” thi & mién

. [13

Bac c6 Tran Dai Nghia “cai tién SAM-2”, day phi dan dia-khéng nay bay cao thém may cay sé

dé ha guc B-52. Trong khi tiéu stf chinh thiic cia Tran Dai Nghia khong dé cap gi dén chuyén



nay va nhiing ngugi trong cudc d3 [&n tiéng cai chinh, khang dinh la khdng cd, cai tro tu sudng

v8i SAM-2 nay van khong chét, van séng dai, séng dang! [3]

R6i mét cau chuyén “tu hao qua..” van con an khach khac la cudc tranh luén giita triét gia Tran
Dlc Thao véi Jean-Paul Sartre, triét gia kiém nha van, ngudi ma tén tudi gan lién vdi triét hoc
hién sinh va hién tugng luan, da tur chdi gidi Nobel Van chudng 1964. Chi can google cau “Tran
DUc Thao tranh ludn vdi Sartre” thi thdy cau chuyén nay xuat hién nhan nhan, é hé, vdi rat

nhiéu ... bién tdu khac nhau.

Khi m& dau cho chuong “Tung Dam” vién dan & trén Lé Quy Dén da rao dén ngay rang viéc gi
cling phai truy nguyén xuat x(f va nguén goc: “Té Tung nha Téng nghe ai ndi viéc cii, tat bao
ngudi dy kiém tra xuat x&. On Céng nghe ai ndi viéc mdi, lién ghi chép 13y va ghi rd tén ngudi
da néi viéc nay. Cho nén lic nay cd cdu ngan ngii rang ‘Viéc d&i xua diing mach Tu Dung (T6
Tung), viéc ddi nay diing bado Quan Thuc (On Cong)’” Nhung trong cau chuyén lién quan dén
dng Sartre nay thi chang ai budn thé hién mot chit xiu tinh than critical thinking ma nén gido
duc Tay phuaong ren luyén cho hoc sinh tif cap trung hoc, chi thay cai tro gian lan hay ngady ngb
hoc thuat ma nguai Anh goi la circular reference. Trong khi thi cac tai liéu nudc ngoai viét vé
Sartre tuyét déi khdng nhac dén cudc tranh ludn nay thi cac tai liéu tiéng Viét moi ngi mai vé,
chi cé mot diém cuc ky nhat quan la khong tai liéu nao dan ra mét ngudn tham khao kha tin,
toan la trich dan long vong: A vién dan B, B vién dan C, dén ugt C lai vién dan A, méo lai hoan

.

meo.

Trong giao tiép xa hoi ¢ |& khong ai trong ching ta ma khong d6i lan tiép xudc v8i nhiing ngudi
ba hoa ma, theo tiéng l6ng bay gig, la “nd” hay “chém gid” va, néu dé y, sé nhan ra diém nhat
quan cua ho la... su thiéu nhat quan. Cling mdt cdu chuyén thdi ma, tuy hing va tuy thdi diém,
moi lc ho “tai hién” khac nhau, lGc thém céi nay, ldc bét cdi kia dé roi, “né” mai hay “chém”
mai, s& c6 lic bién tau nay mau thuan vdi bién tau kia. Cau chuyén vé cudc “tranh luan” gilia
ong Thao va ong Sartre cling vay vGi nhiéu bién tau khac nhau roi ldm vao tinh trang trai
ngudc nhau. C4 bién tau ndi rang sau dé Sartre kién Tran Dlc Thao. C bién tdu bao Tran Duic

Thao kién tG bdo nao dé bénh Sartre, dang sai lac ndi dung tranh ludn. R6i cé bién tau ndi



khdng ai néu chuyén thang thua nhung ban dgi clia Sartre la nha nif quyén Simone de

Beauvoir “phai thifa nhan la Sartre thua".

Dang ndi hon nifa la c6t cach “nhudc ti€u” hay “hi nho”, ¢ thé goi thé, trong cau chuyén nay.
Gia sU cau chuyén cé that thi cai dang quan tam & day la hai ngudi da tranh luén cdi gi, 6ng
Théao d3 thdng 6ng Sartre bang nhitng ludn diém nao nhung chang ai may may quan tam,
chang ai dé cap, chi don gian [dy viéc "6ng Thao thang 6ng Sartre" lam sudng, chang can biét

dng ta da thang nhu thé nao!

Trong khi d6 thi, theo nha van Tran Dinh, chinh 6ng Tran Ddc Thao cling lay lam ngugng vdi
chuyén nay va thtfa nhan “tranh luan thé nao dudc vdi Sartre”. Trong cuén Den Cu, chuong 36,

Tran Dinh thuat lai cudc trao déi v8i Tran Buc Thao:
“Sang hom 4y, t6i hoi anh tranh luan vai Sartre ngay & Phap lam sao, Thao nhan mat lai:
- Tranh ludn nao?... Khong cé dau. Tranh luan thé nao dudc vdi Sartre?

Thay ré nét mat ngugng nghiu cta anh l4c bay gid. Chuyén la nhu thé nay: lGc &y 6 mot hoi
thao trén sach bao cla gidi triét hoc, trong d6 c6 mot cta Thao. Theo dy dinh, Sartre ciing cd
mot tham ludn - va tham ludn dy déi lai vdi cdi ctia Thao chif khong phai cé té chiic hoi thao
mat déi mat véi nhau- nhung réi khéng hiéu sao Sartre khong tham luan nifa. Thao ndi chac

dng ta thdy nhay vao cudc nay chang dem lai danh gid gi han cho dng ta”

Cling thanh Paris ay, cta Sartre va Tran Duc Thao, nhung may thap nién sau, lai dién ra nhiing
tran dau khau theo tinh than “tu hao qua Viét Nam 6i” nhu la nhitng bién tau tu tran dau tri ¢
thuc gilta mot Lé Blc Tho day cd muu v8i mot Henry Kissinger cling rat cd muu nhung lai qua

ndn ndng giai phap hoa binh cét d€ Richard Nixon ndm chac phan thang trong cudc bau cuf

nam 1972. TU ban hoi nghi, cudc dau tri ¢ thuc nay dudc “tu sudng héa” thanh mot loat
nhiing tran dau khau han thua theo kiéu hu nho.

La mot hoc sinh cap Il r6i cap 11l & Viét Nam, t6i da chdng kién nhitng 6ng thay cla minh, nhat
la may dng day st va chinh tri, dan dat hoc tro cung sudng. B4 la cdi suéng khi mét Kissinger

cao to, trich thugng “Toi cao hdn ngai” trudc mot Lé Dlc Tho thap bé dé roi phai “cling hong,



im thin thit” khi bi con ngudi thap bé dop lai: “Khdng, ngai dai hdn t6i chit khong cao han toi!”.
Hay cai sudng lic “tén Kit-xinh-gid” kiéu ngao vé nén van minh ctia nudc My bi 6ng Lé Blc Tho
cho do van trong trdn dam béc van héa vdi ci dam cha bai rang lich st My chi ¢6 200 nam, chi

la cai s6 |é so vdi cdi lich st kéo dai nhiing 4000 nam clia Viét Nam.

Nhiing tran dau khau kiéu ay khién téi nghi ngay dén canh “Khong Minh thiét chién quan nho”
va néu tap hgp hét nhitng giai thoai kia lai chiing ta cling s& c6 ngay mot “h6i” tuong tu cdi hoi
thi 43 day s6i dong trong Tam Quéc Chi. Trong tran “Lé BUc Tho thiét chién Kit-xinh-gigd” nay
thi dng Tho cling s&, y nhu Khdng Minh, hét sang sang “dap ngay” thi “cudi ha ha ma rang”,
“lién cugi ndi rang” va, tham chi, con ndi gian “quat to |&n rang” trong khi Kissinger lai, tif dau
dén cudi, chi biét cti dau trong vai nhitng muu si ctia Ton Quyén dudi ly: lic thi “khong con
thd ra dugc cau nao nifa”, lic thi “chiu cling - im ngay, khong dam nai gi nita”, lic lai “do6 may

» o«

xanh mat, cdm nhu miéng hén”, “ngdi im thin thit”, “cdi dau tiu nghiu ngdi im” réi “U co”.

Trong nhiing cau chuyén nhu thé may 6ng thay cla t6i da khong gidu vé hi hiing véi con at
chu bai ly 1€ “4000 nam lich st” ma khong hé tu hdi minh, trong tu cach nhiing gido vién lich
sU, vé tudi tho dén 130 nam cla 18 vi vua Hung. Va khi ca mot tap thé ha hé cugi sudng ma

khong tu xét minh nhu thé, ho da hanh lac tinh than y nhu gidi hi nho ngay trudc.

Y niém “ht nho”, nhu la nhitng nha nho bao thu, c8 chap, thiéu thic thdi d3 [ chuyén hém
qua. Dé la nhitng d6i tugng bi nhitng thanh phan duy tan, dac biét [a nhém Tu Luc Van boan,
da pha kich liét vao thap nién 1930 thé nhung, néu xét trén y nghia bao thd va co chap, cai cot
cach “hii nho” van con dé nhu la mot trong yéu té chinh d& va dang tri kéo dat nudc trong cai
vong kim c6 nhudc tiéu bdi ludn luén do ky véi su, ndi theo Nguyén Huy Thiép & trén, “va xiét

trong quan hé vdi cong dong nhan loai”.

Va tdi nght dén su “va xiét” gilta nhiing tri thlic hang ddu & mién Bac trong thdgi chién véi
Susan Sontag (1933 - 2004), mét tri thdc 16i lac va [a mét trong nhiing nhan vat phan chién nai

bat tai My doi vdi chién tranh Viét Nam.

Néu truyén thong My lam am 7 chuyén di Ha NGi clia c6 dao Jane Fonda vao thang 7 nam 1972

thi ca ho lan ngugi Viét it d€ y chuyén di cia Sontag vao thang 12 nam 1968. Cai chuyén di



dugc nha tri thlc thién ta nay ké lai trong cudn sach mdng chua day tram trang mang tén Trip

to Hanoi, xuat ban tai New York nam 1969.

Sontag dén Viét Nam vdi “mdc cam tu ti vé dao diic” clia cong dan mot “dé quéc gay chién”
nhung -- sau khi tiép xdc v8i cac nhan vat hoc thiic hang dau cia nudc Viét Nam Dan Chu Cong
Hoa nhu Ta Quang Btfu, Pham Ngoc Thach -- ba chuyén sang tadm thé tu ton clia cong dan mot

“van hoa l&n” khi va cham v8i mot nén “van hoa nhd”! [4]

TU 6ng Ta Quang Buu, nguyén Bo trudng Dai hoc, dén 6ng Pham Ngoc Thach, nguyén Bo
trudng Y t€, Sontag déu nhan thay cai hang rao khéng thé vugt qua khién nhiing cudc doi
thoai trd nén té nhat va, cé lic, ba nhan ra rang may vi ch nha cdm thay nhu minh bi xtc
pham. Thay vi trd |3i thang cau héi vé su khac nhau gitta chuang trinh gido duc thdi Phdp va
hién tai, 6ng Ta Quang Biiu lai thao thao vé nhiing thanh tich gido duc da dat so v3i thdi thuc
dan bang con s6 trudng dai hoc da xay va sé sinh vién da dao tao. Thay vi gidi thich chd truong
ap dung Tay y, Dong y hay chon lua dung hoa, 6ng Pham Ngoc Thach say sua nhiing thanh
tich y té so vdi thai thudc dia qua sé lugng nhiing bénh vién da xay va sé lugng bac si da dao
tao! [5]

Trong khi chli nha thao thao tan dudng thanh tich ctia ché d6 theo chiéu doc cda lich s thi
khach lai yéu cau nén nhin theo chiéu ngang cla dia ly. Trong ngdn ngii kinh vién thi cai nhinh
cua ba Sontag la cai nhin “dong dai”, la phai danh gia su phat trién cia moét quéc gia trong
moi tudng quan khu vuc va quoc té bdi Viét Nam cé thé kha kham hon xua nhung hang xém,
vén di tling thua xa Viét Nam, van con té han hay d& vuaon |én, d3 kha hon? Bat ¢l su phat trién
theo dau moc thdi gian nao cling phai long trong yéu té khong gian va cé dat tién trinh ay
trong phéi canh nhu thé thi mdi c6 thé danh gia thanh tuu &y mét cach day du. Ba Sontag
muén mot cdi nhin “dong dai” nhung nhitng vi chl nha thi chi mudn say sua vdi nhiing thanh
tich "lich dai” nén da boc 16 su khé chiu. Cang trao doi vdi nhiing vi chti nha nay, ba cang cam
thay té nhat, va khi cudc trao déi lac diéu dén mdic tuyét vong thi su hao hic ban dau phai di
va Sontag chdt nhan ra khoang cach khé dung hoa gitta mét “big culture” va mot “little

culture”.



Do dat nudc nhd vé hinh thé, hinh thé dia ly va hinh thé kinh té nén, dé bu lai, khong it ching
ta thich néi vé bé sau va d6 day van hda ciia minh vdy ma, cd mét nif tri thlc thién ta My --
ngay gilta nam 1968 da dat chan dén Ha Noi vi cam tinh véi phia Viét Nam dang la d6i thi clia
nudc My -- lai tu hao vé dat nudc My ciia minh nhu la nén van héa lén va xem dat nudc chlng
ta nhu mot nén van hdéa nho. Dang néi han nita, cai nhin d6 lai hinh thanh chi sau cudc tiép
xUc vGi nhitng nhan vat dudc xem la tri thic 8n cua dat nudc, nhitng ngudi da hap thu van
hda phudng Tay nhung lai to vé khé chiu khi mét tri thic phuong Tay hudng viéc danh gia su

phat trién cla quoc gia trong su “va xiét” vai thé gidi bén ngoai.

Su kho chiu ay lai lam t6i lién tudng dén maot canh déi thoai khac trong “Vang Lufa”, gitta nhan
vat Phang va vua Gia Long: “T6i ¢6 hoi nha vua vé cac nha tu tudng phudng Dong. Téi nhan
th3y dng khdng quan tdm dén ho. Ong bao: ‘Tat ca do cay cl d&i séng. Ho la qué khi. Thi
khac dang séng mdi dang ké.”. Phai chang, thai dd cia nhiing tri thiic ch nha khién vi khach
quy nhin ra tdm mdc “van hdéa nhd” clia ching ta cling dién ra theo mét chiéu hudng tudng tu,

la su cay cu khi bi nhac nhd rang diing nén bam vao qua kh( dé€ danh gia hién tai?

Bam vao qua kh la nhin lai phia sau, [a ngam nghia lai va ve vuét lai ci dudi ciia minh, nhu
van déu déu ching kién trong nhiing ddu méc viia van la mét boi s6 trong hé dém thap phan,
dingy nghia “nam mugi”, cling maot thit tiéng long ctia dan chdi trong tro tu sudng vé thé
chat. Tha dam chinh tri, thuc chat, la ching nghién... dudi, nghién nhin lai phia sau va nghién
ve vudt cai dudi 8y ma khdng nhin ngang hay nhin thang, chi vi sg nhin thay cai dudi ctia xém

giéng dang chdn van phia trudc.

DE vuct khoi than phan nhudc tiéu, dé théat qua cai tdm vdc “van hda nhd” thi, trudc hét,
phai cai chiing nghién dudi, phai cham dit viéc phung phi tai nguyén vao tro ve vuét cai dudi,
cai tro day ton kém ma chi cé tac dung duy nhat la khién cong ching sa da sdu hgn trong théi
nghién nay thay vi rang lén, c& |én, hoc hdi va dau tu nhién han [én dé bat kip nhiing céi dudi

dang tréu ngudi trudc mat.

Nguyén Hoang Van



Chu thich:
[1] “Ly mi véng lang t( tiéu quy - Cam sat ti ba bat dai vugng”

[2] Trén thuc té thi cAu chuyén tugng tu da dién ra va nhan vat chinh [a ba Creola Katherine
Johnson (1918-2020), nha toan hoc nif da den ma cudc ddi da dudc Hollywood tai hién trong
phim Hidden Figures.

[2] “Sau chién thang vang ddi thang Chap ndm 1972, ¢4 ngudi dua tin “Panh dudgc B52 la nhg
c6 Gido su, Vién sy Tran Dai Nghia ndi thém tang cho dan tén lfa SAM2”, cling ¢4 ngudi dua tin
“do cé tén lfa SAM3 danh”. La nhan chiing lich st ngudi thuc, viéc thuc, chiing tdi xin khang
dinh rang hai viéc trén day la khong cé.”

https://vanhoavaphattrien.vn/su-that-ve-viec-ten-lua-sam3-ve-bien-gioi-nam-1972-bi-trung-q
uoc-giu-lai-va-gs-tran-dai-nghia-cai-tien-ten-lua-sam-2-a9370.html

Nhung van ¢ tai liéu tiép tuc lan truyén huyén thoai trén:

Dac biét, véi may bay B52- loai phao dai bay chién lugc ciia My, ta da nghién clfu va cé nhiing
bién phap ddi phé hitu hiéu, nhu dung cao xa phong khdng, cai tién ndng tam cao cua tén
lira SAM-2...

https://dantri.com.vn/phong-su-ky-su/ong-vua-vu-khi-viet-nam-tran-dai-nghia-4-1198606291
.htm

[4] Susan Sontag (1969), Trip to Hanoi, New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux; trang 26:

“They may be nobler, more heroic, more generous than | am, but I have more on my mind
than they do—probably just what precludes my ever being that virtuous. Despite my
admiration for the Vietnamese and my shame over the deeds of my country, | still feel like
someone from a "big" culture visiting a "little" culture. My consciousness, reared in that "big"
culture, is a creature with many organs, accustomed to being fed by a stream of cultural
goods, and infected by irony. While | don’t think I’'m lacking in moral seriousness, | shrink from
having my seriousness ironed out; | know I’d feel reduced if there were no place for its
contradictions and paradoxes, not to mention its diversions and distractions. Thus, the
gluttonous habits of my consciousness prevent me from being at home with what | most
admire, and—for all my raging against America—firmly unite me to what | condemn.
"American friend" indeed!

[5] Sontag, sdd, trang 24 - 25.
https://www.quyenduocbiet.com
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